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agreement also establishment
a separate board to appoint
members to the board of trust-
ees. That agreement is being
terminated at the initiation of
the city of Lansing.
Commissioner Mike Stieben
said during a commission
meeting Wednesday that he re-
ceived a lot of calls and emails
regarding the fire district. He
asked about the next step.
Senior County Counselor
David Van Parys noted that
the Fire District No. 1 Board
of Trustees has adopted a zero
property tax levy for 2025. He
said this expresses that the
board does not intend to oper-
ate the fire district in 202S.
Van Parys said the County
Commission can amend the
fire district’s boundaries, dis-
solve or leave it alone.
Van Parys said county staff
will, at some point, recommend
corrective measures to the com-

“Eventually, I think the (com-
mission), in my opinion, will have
to dissolve it because that’s one
of our duties,” Commissioner
Mike Smith said.

Smith, who previously served
as the mayor of Lansing, said
there are still funds involved so
he is “trying to stay clear of it
and let them work that out, but
I think there will come a time,
as the counselor says, that we’ll
have to make a decision on that.”

Commission Vicky Kaaz, who
participated in Wednesday’s
meeting by phone, said there
seems to be an impression that
High Prairie Township repre-
sentatives will be meeting with
commissioners next week.

County Administrator Mark
Loughry said this is not correct.

Commission Chairman Jeff
Culbertson said he was not aware
of such a meeting.

Stieben said he does not want
to have a meeting with High
Prairie Township officials “until
they have a specific proposal.”

Smith said he feels like High
Prairie officials are “trying to
get us to commit to something

The Fire District Board
of Trustees has scheduled a
work session for next week to
discuss the transition.

Kellogg has requested the
County Commission appoint
the High Prairie Township
board to serve as the govern-
ing body of Fire District No. 1
on a temporary basis in 2025.
He has suggested the township
can transfer funds to the fire
district for its operation.

In other business

The Leavenworth County
Commission:

¢ Found that an island
annexation by the city of
Basehor will not hinder the
proper growth and devel-
opment of the area. This
finding was contingent on
the Basehor City Council
adopting a road maintenance
agreement with the county.

e Approve a $2 per ton gate
rate increase for loads dropped
off at the Leavenworth County
Transfer Station.

e Voted to initiate emi-
nent domain proceedings

VETERANS’ RECOGNITION:
EDWARD HENCHECK

Neal Hanley
Special to the Times

Edward Henchek was
born in Leavenworth on
March 4, 1894, the son
of Jacob and Antonio
Vanek Henchek.

Henchek enlisted in
the U.S. Army on June
26, 1918, and served
during World War 1.

He was honorably
discharged on Dec. 21,

1918.

On Nov. 23, 1919, he
married Mabel Jeanette
Gwartney, and they
were blessed with

two sons, James and
Donald.

He was retired
from the Kansas State
Penitentiary.

He was a member of
St. Joseph Church and
the American Legion
Post 23.

Henchek died
July 27, 1977. He
was 83 years old. He
is buried at Mount
Calvary Cemetery,
1011 N. Desoto Road,
Leavenworth, Kansas.

To contact
Neal Hanley, call
703-819-7279.

mission. He did not elaborate on
what those measures might be.

that we’re not going to be
involved in.”

to acquire easements for a
Tonganoxie Road project.
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