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can reduce someone’s like-
lihood of reoffending. Yet
minors or people in their early
20s aren’t really thinking about
how a criminal record will cost
them employment opportuni-
ties or get them rejected from
apartments, for example.

The brain doesn’t fully
develop until someone is at
least in their mid-to-late 20s,
and the part of the brain respon-
sible for decision-making is the
last thing to develop.

Steinmetz said those young
offenders will eventually real-
ize their mistakes.

Nationwide, people in their
20s commit the most crimes,
according to FBI data. The data
doesn’t sort by people younger
than 25 like the Second Look
Act, but the older people got
the fewer crimes they com-
mitted.

People younger than 29
accounted for 42% of the crime

in the country, according to the
FBI, while people older than
40 were only 21% of offenders.

The Office of Juvenile
Justice and Delinquency
Prevention found that arrests
for violent offenses increase
between age 10 and 22. Those
rates stabilize from age 23 to
29 and then drop off.

Susan Whitford, program
director of criminal justice at
the University of Kansas, says
completing job training and
getting a GED, higher educa-
tion, mental health counseling
and substance use programs
are better indicators of poten-
tial recidivism than the length
of someone’s sentence.

“Nothing that deals with
human behavior is perfect,”
Whitford said.

But resentencing someone
after seeing how they devel-
oped is smarter than keeping
someone locked up because

that’s what their sentence was
at the time of their crime, she
added.

What would inmates do with
a second chance?

Cook said she’s hoping to
take college courses. Ideally,
she’d be a psychologist and
she’d help other people in situ-
ations similar to hers.

“I want to make a differ-
ence in one way or another,”
she said.

Cook now is closer to fam-
ily and has a stronger sup-
port system. She still has more
healing to do in prison, but she
said there have been benefits to
being locked up. She’s taking
classes and found prison jobs
she likes.

Kansas News Service talked
with a handful of inmates under
30 serving longer sentences.
Some said if they got out early,
they’d spend time trying to
teach and mentor younger
Kansans. Some inmates found

Public Notice

USPS

(continued from page 22)

(Published in The Scott County Record Thurs., Jan. 16, 2025)1t
SCOTT COUNTY COMMISSIONER’S

God. Others got away from bad
influences.

Calvin Phillips used his
time in prison to get a GED.
Phillips, who is serving time
for a kidnapping and murder
charge, said he needed this
time in prison.

Phillips was running away
from home at 10 years old. His
parents got divorced and he
lost structure in his life. He’d
eventually start running with
gangs and selling drugs.

That doesn’t excuse his
crimes, but Phillips said he
is more mature after spending
time in prison. He also has
completed a handful of reha-
bilitative programs.

“Everybody don’t get it
right the first time,” he said.
“Especially when (we’re)
young.”

It isn’t clear who could be
eligible for the Second Look
Act if it passed. The bill still
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needs hearings and could be
amended. But generally speak-
ing, longer sentences encom-
pass harsher crimes, like mur-
der, armed robbery or sex
crimes.

Severe crimes can have a
lower recidivism rate. A 2002
study from the Bureau of
Justice Statistics found that
only 1% of murderers are rear-
rested for homicides. Another
17% were arrested for violent
crimes.

Resentencing those inmates
could be less politically accept-
able.

In total, 12 states have
passed legislation allowing a
second look.

Key law enforcement lobby-
ing groups in Kansas haven’t
commented on any possible
Second Look Act. No hear-
ing has been officially held, so
officials aren’t going to specu-
late on what could or couldn’t
be.
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