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Legislative Updates

Rep. Barrett meets with BHS
government class

Week seven was signifi-
cantly lighter than the last
week (turnaround week).
This was due to Senate
bills  still
being as-
signed to
their re-
spective
House com-
mittees so
hearings
can be set
up, and

Brad Barrett
State Representative both propo-

76th District  pents and

opponents
can express their views.
Below is a review of a few
select bills of interest that
had some type of action.
HB 2396 (Property Tax
Relief Bill): Property tax
relief continues to be the
most important issue for
Kansans, which is why
there are numerous pro-
posals working their way
through the legislature.
I've covered many of these
proposals already in previ-
ous newsletters, which you
can view in my newsletter
section at votedbarrett.
com. The newest proposal
that is getting a hear-
ing this week is HB 2396,
which empowers taxpay-
ers to challenge excessive
property tax increases
through a protest petition
process. If a local govern-
ment raises taxes beyond
a set limit, citizens have 30
days to gather signatures
and force a rollback. Pro-
ponents state that the bill

prevents municipalities
from taxing first and bud-
geting later, ensuring they
justify spending increases.
It also establishes the AS-
TRA Fund to help cities
and counties maintain
services without unneces-
sary tax hikes. (The hear-
ing took place at 3:30 p.m.
March 4. You can watch
the hearing after the fact
on the Kansas Legislature
YouTube page.)

Senate Bill 4 (Repeal-
ing 3-Day Grace Period
for Mail Ballots): SB
4 was approved by the
House, which requires all
advance voting ballots to
be received by 7 p.m. on
Election Day to be count-
ed, eliminating the current
three-day grace period,
which was enacted in 2017.
This change aligns Kansas
with most other states, en-
suring a fair and transpar-
ent election process with
clear deadlines. The bill
prevents election delays,
reduces post-election un-
certainty, and eliminates
reliance on inconsistent
USPS postmarking, which
is an issue that has been
in the news after Secretary
Scott Schwab found that
the USPS didn’t properly
mark/handle ballots.

HB 2291 (Regulatory
Sandbox and Relief):
HB 2291 was approved by
the House last week, and
is currently in the Senate.
HB 2291 creates a Regula-
tory Relief Division within

the Attorney General’s
office to help businesses
challenge excessive regu-
lations. It also establishes
a sandbox program, allow-
ing startups to test new
products without immedi-
ate regulatory burdens,
promoting innovation and
economic growth. The bill
ensures fairness through a
bipartisan oversight com-
mittee while preventing
unelected officials from sti-
fling businesses. By reduc-
ing red tape, HB 2291 posi-
tions Kansas as a leader in
free-market policies, mak-
ing the state more busi-
ness-friendly. This type of
program has already been
successfully implemented
in states such as Utah.

Local Government
Class Visits the State
Capitol: This last week,
the Burlington High
School Senior Government
Class, along with three
eighth graders who served
as pages, visited the State
Capitol. Senator Tyson
and I had the privilege of
meeting with the class to
discuss the legislative pro-
cess. Additionally, I took
the three eighth grade pag-
es to the Lieutenant Gov-
ernor’s office, where they
met the Lieutenant Gov-
ernor and had their photo
taken.

Thank you for trust-
ing me to serve you in the
Kansas Legislature. Please
reach out with any ques-
tions or comments.

Committees working on bills
after turnaround

(Feb. 28) — After turn-
around (the halfway point
in session), most of the
work is happening in com-
mittees.

Stopping
State Ben-
efits to Ille-
gal Aliens,
& including

in-state
Jtuition,
Senate Bill
(SB) 254,
drew a
crowd for
the com-
mittee hearing. There was
one proponent and over
20 opponents that wanted
to speak about the bill.
The committee rules al-
low each side to speak
the same amount of time.
Since the proponents only
had one person speak-
ing, AG Kobach spoke for
several minutes. The op-
ponents (those who want
benefits for illegals) were
told that not all of them
would get to speak, espe-
cially since there were so
many of them and the first
speakers used up a good
portion of the time. After
time was called, one of the
opponents started yelling
and demeaning the com-
mittee and the process.
The Highway Patrol was
called to escort him out of
the room and the meeting
was adjourned. Thankful-
ly, this is extremely rare,
and most people respect
the rules and the decorum
at our Capitol. The com-
mittee will work on the bill
in the next week or two.

U.S. Constitution Article
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Caryn Tyson

State Senator
12th District

(Monique Hart), Position 6
(Lucas Allen), Position 1*
(to fill the unexpired term).

LeRoy-Gridley USD 245:
Dist. 2 — three board mem-
bers (Craig Nickel, Johan-
nah Snovelle, Heather Hill)

Southern Lyon County
USD 252: Position 2 (Ryan
Gasche), Position 3 (Me-
lissa Carson), Position 6
(Timothy Bailey).

Anderson County USD
365: Position 4 (Michael
Richards), Position 5 (So-
nya Martin), Position 6
(Gina Witherspoon).

Lakeview Drainage
District (Nov. 4 election)
District board members
(Greg Gleue, Michael R.
Houston, Arlin Meats).

V speaks to allowing states
to convene and propose
amendments to the U.S.
Constitution. Any pro-
posed amendment would
have to be ratified by 38
of the states. The main
difference in an Article V
convention of states is that
the amendment originates
from the states, not in U.S.
Congress. All amendments
have originated in Con-
gress, never by using Ar-
ticle V. However, there is a
growing effort to make this
happen.

With President Trump
in office working to stop
out-of-control  spending,
there doesn’t seem to be
the urgency for an Article
V amendment. However,
the next president may
be as reckless as previous
presidents, so I voted for
Senate Concurrent Reso-
lution (SCR) 1604, calling

for a convention. The SCR
passed the Senate 29 to 11.
If the House passes SCR
1604, Kansas will be the
20th state to pass this lan-
guage. It takes 34 for a con-
vention to be called.

Sales Tax Exemption
Forms would not be re-
quired for custom meat
processing if the person
who owns the animal is
processing it for their own
consumption. Senate Bill
33 passed unanimously
and was sent to the House
for consideration.

Firearms taken under
the Kansas Standard As-
set and Seizer Act could
be sold or transferred to a
properly licensed federal
firearms dealer if SB 137
becomes law. It passed 39
to 1. Ivoted Yes.

It is an honor and a priv-
ilege to serve as your 12th
District State Senator.

TrustPoint Insurance Recognized for

Outstanding Performance by EMC Insurance
—Named an Achiever Tier Ayency -

TrustPoint Insurance of
Burlington, KS has been
named an Achiever Tier
Agency by EMC Insur-
ance, a leading commer-
cial property and casualty
insurer. This designation

means the agency is one of the top-performing EMC agencies

in the country.

The Achiever designation places the agency in the top 16%
of all EMC agencies nationally. Achievers are agencies that
consistently deliver strong results, meeting and even exceed-
ing their goals. They maintain a close relationship with EMC
to strategically determine the most effective approaches for

growth and profitability.

Tiers are based on a three-year weighted average score of sev-
eral key criteria, including loss ratio, premium volume, premi-
um growth, and premium retention.
About TrustPoint Insurance

TrustPoint Insurance is a full-service independent insurance
agency, offering quality home, auto, farm, crop, life and busi-
ness insurance, with locations in Burlington, Emporia, Garnett
and Hays, Kansas. For more information about the agency, visit

www.trustpointservices.net.

About EMC Insurance
EMC Insurance has approximately 2,200 employees and is
among the top 60 property and casualty insurance organiza-
tions in the country based on net written premium. Employers
Mutual Casualty Company (EMCC) was organized in 1911 to
write workers’ compensation protection in Iowa. Today, oper-
ating under the trade name EMC Insurance, the company pro-
vides commercial property and casualty lines, bonds, and life
insurance products and services throughout the United States.
EMCC is licensed in all 50 states and the District of Columbia.

For more information, visit emcinsurance.com

2025 Partner Success Program

Achiever

mc

INSURANCE

Achiever
agency

TrustPoint

Insurance & Real Estate

Burlington - Emporia - Garnett - Hays
(620) 364-8811  www.trustpointservices.net
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approved the following
motions:
» Awarding an $89,216.96
bid for assorted culvert
pipes to Contech Engi-
neered Solutions.
» Designating April 14-19
as Spring Clean-Up Week,
with the County Clerk
publishing the notice.
» Soliciting sealed bids
for: Approximately 100
miles of highway paint
striping (S2501-C); Sea-
sonal mowing at Old 50
Park, Rock Creek Cem-
etery, Hope Cemetery, and
Strawn Monument (16th &
Fauna); Seasonal mowing
at Jacob’s Creek Lagoons.
Additionally, the com-
mission approved step
increases for two heavy
equipment operators who
completed their proba-
tionary periods: Joshua
Bruckner, wage increase
from $20.89 to $21.28 (effec-
tive February 19); and Na-
than Doerr, wage increase
from $21.68 to $22.07 (effec-
tive February 26).

Executive Sessions
The commission en-

tered multiple executive
sessions:
X40-minute and 20-min-
ute sessions: Interviewing
a candidate for the eco-
nomic development direc-
tor position, attended by
County Counselor Bowie,
Interim Economic Devel-
opment Director Ronda
Truelove, and the appli-
cant.
X10-minute session: In-
cluding Bowie, to discuss
the applicant, under the
personnel matters of non-
elected personnel excep-
tion to the Kansas Open
Meetings Act (KOMA).
X5-minute session: Re-
viewing a legal document
with Bowie, under the
attorney-client privilege
exception.
X10-minute session: Re-
viewing a contract docu-
ment with Bowie, related
to Marie Belle’s, under
attorney-client privilege.
No action was taken fol-
lowing these executive
sessions.

Miscellaneous

Business

Public Hearing Post-
poned: A 10 a.m. hearing
on minimum mainte-
nance roads in the north-
east quarter of the county

was rescheduled to March
10.

Funding Source Adjust-
ments: The commission
rescinded three prior
motions and reapproved
them with funding from
the General Fund - Com-
munity Improvement
Line, affecting:

4 Concrete replacement
west of the courthouse.

4 Roof replacement at
405-407 Neosho (formerly
Marie Belle’s).

4Coffey County Health
Department remod-
el ($389,000 contract;
$277,120.67 from the
CARES Act Fund, remain-
der from General Fund -
Community Improvement
Line).

Additionally, the com-
mission authorized the
chairman to sign a memo-
randum to department
heads regarding Form
CP-5 for one-step move-
ment, and a contract with
Lumineo Signs for install-
ing new poly-metal pan-
els with digitally printed
graphics at the county
sign south of Coffey Coun-
ty Airport ($7,950).

Before adjourning, com-
missioners reviewed and
signed February vouch-
ers and warrants.

Program
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their loved ones,” Leslea
Rockers, Executive Direc-
tor for East Central Kan-
sas Area Agency on Aging,
said.

Caregivers can apply
for K-RAD funds to cover
respite care costs. More
information is available
on the KDADS website,
and applications can be ob-
tained through local Area
Agencies on Aging or by
contacting the Aging and

Disability Resource Center
at 1-855-200-2372.

Additionally, KDADS has
introduced the Kansas De-
mentia Roadmap: A Guide
for People Impacted by
Dementia. This resource
acknowledges that caring
for someone with memory
loss or dementia is a long
and unpredictable journey.
The Roadmap provides es-
sential guidance, support,
and information for fami-
lies, helping them navigate
the challenges of dementia
care.

“This roadmap will help
families navigate their de-

mentia journey so that they
won’t become lost in the
diagnosis,” Jamie Gideon,
Kansas Director of Public
Policy for the Alzheimer’s
Association, said.

Printed copies of the
Kansas Dementia Road-
map are available at lo-
cal Area Agency on Ag-
ing and  Alzheimer’s
Association offices. A
downloadable version is
also available at https://
www.kdads.ks.gov/ser-
vices-programs/aging/
alzheimer-s-disease-and-
dementia/kansas-demen-
tia-roadmap.
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SALT CREEK

RENTALS

Lyndon, KS
Delhert Diller - 785-219-3688

EQUIPMENT RENTAL
AND SALES

+ Brush clearing i .
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* Roofing
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FINANCIAL

PLANNING

Farm Bureau
Financial Services

Call today to learn how I can
make it easy to protect your
home, family, farm and future.

[

Larry R. Gleue
LUTCF
(620) 364-5341

THIS SPACE
COULD BE
YOURS!

Contact

The Coffey County
Republican
(620) 364-5325, ext. 106

BURLINGTON
Dental Center

314 Neosho, Burlington
(620) 364-8414

Promote your
business to over
6,700 potential

customers!

The Coffey County

Republican
(620) 364-5325, ext. 106

COMMUNITY COLLEGE ’ : I

www.allencc.edu

FINANCIAL

Retire “Happy” with CB FINANCIAL
Craig Barnwell, CF2

Certified Financial Fiduciary

(620) 794-6979

craigbarnwell@cbfinancialadvisors.com

Serving Coffey County,
Lyon County and Surrounding areas

BAUMAN'S

CARPET & FURNITURE

FREE Delivery w/purchase of

$599 & up! (within 100mileradius)
805 N Maple, Garnett « (785) 448-3216

MT
Networks

814 N. 4th, Burlington - (620) 364-3222

Cook’s Plumbing

507 Neosho St. - Burlington

PROPANE

Ratcliff
Propane LLC

A

Travis Ratcliff
(620) 366-1967

Scott Thomsen
(620) 437-6425

ratcliffpropanellc.com

Home and
Commercial
Propane Delivery




