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Werner steps away after

BY BILL BUSH
HARVEY COUNTY NOW STAFF

SEDGWICK—Jeff
Werner stepping down as
the Sedgwick High School
head football coach
stunned many in the dis-
trict and around town, but
for him, it was the right
time.

Werner, who hasn’t had
a losing season since his
first one at Sedgwick in
2006, said he questions
at the end of each season
whether he can grind
another one out, but then
after spring break, he feels
ready to go again.

This year after spring
break, he felt differently,
so he called some coaches
he trusts, and they said
when he’s tired of doing
the things that bring suc-
cess, he’ll know it’s time
to step down.

“That’s where I came
to that decision,” Werner
said. “I still loved being
around the kids and being
around the game, just the
grind of the season had
gotten to the point where
I just wasn’t, couldn’t get
myself ready to go again
this year.”

The toughest part was
telling the players. He told
them they lose seniors
every year and have to
regroup and reload; this
time they’re also losing
him as part of the gradu-
ating class.

He’ll still be around to
watch and support them,
though.

Werner transitioned
to teaching elementary
PE this year in anticipa-
tion that one day he’d
step down from coaching
before teaching, and that
way the coach could run
the weight program and
have the opportunity to
build relationships that
are vital to the football
program’s success.

Werner’s parents are
still around, and his two
children are in their 20s.
His son got married last
weekend, and he wants
to spend more time with
family, even in the fall.

That he would choose
family over football
shouldn’t surprise anyone.
In 2016, his son was a
freshman at Southwestern
College playing football,
and Werner resigned so
he could watch his son
play. An injury shortened
his son’s career, so Wer-
ner decided to jump back
into his old coaching role.

Building the Program

Werner said the team
hadn’t had a winning
season in 20 years when
he took over in 2006.

The former 12-year as-
sistant at Newton High
School brought the run-
ning-based offense over
and ran it with a Division
1 running back who played
for the University of Kan-
sas and ended the season
with a 4-5 record.

“I thought, ‘OK, well, I
was four and five with a
Division 1 kid in 3A foot-
ball. This may be a tough
chore,” Wener said.

That offseason, he
attended a Gus Malzahn
clinic at the beginning of
the hurry-up, no-huddle
era. He also watched Dar-
ren Crumrine’s basketball
practices and saw how
fast they played.

“We made the tran-
sition from huddling to
no-huddle, because we
wanted to speed up and
try to mimic our basket-
ball program,” Werner
said.

The next season, they
went to a shotgun offense
with four and five wide re-
ceivers and haven’t taken
a snap under center since.
Werner said it probably
took them about six years
to develop the offense.

He said speeding up
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Sedgwick head football coach Jeff Werner talks to the
team after a playoff victory in the 2023 season.

the game got basketball
players into football, and
building a strong power-
lifting program brought in
other players. Werner said
they built the program to
where they won the 3A
State Powerlifting Cham-
pionship in 2009.

“We tried to make sure
that we talked to every
kid,” Werner said. “We’ve
always had outstanding
numbers here, and getting
every kid out that we can
and getting every kid an
opportunity to be legiti-
mately involved has been
important.”

The other advantage he
has over other schools is
a strong junior football
program. Werner said that
Sedgwick has had a junior
football program ever
since he’s been coaching
and added that no other
Heart of American League
school has a town with a
sustained program.

“That is a huge ad-
vantage,” Werner said.
“They’re in the shotgun
throwing the football as
third graders, and so when
we get them, they know
a lot of this stuff. Even
if they don’t know they
know it, they can all catch
a football because they do
it over and over and over
again.”

They also try to iden-
tify the best thrower in
each class and put them
at quarterback. He added
that they’ve gotten lucky
with the spread of good
quarterbacks. Hooper
Schroeder was a senior
when Lance Hoffsommer
was a freshman, and when
Hoffsommer was a senior,
Corey Crumrine was a
freshman. The underclass-
men got to practice every
day with the senior men-
tors, learn from them, and
then play in games where
Sedgwick built big leads.

Highlights

Werner said that even
though they never won
the state title, the pro-
gram had big wins. They
beat Olpe two years in a
row, defeated elite pro-
grams like Garden Plain,
Conway Springs, Smith
Center, and Hoisington,
and defeated Phillipsburg
on the road in 2015, the
year Phillipsburg won the
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state championship.

He said he’s mostly
proud that the program
meant something to the
players.

“The young men that
have gone through the
program, it’s been a good
experience,” Werner said.
“We always tell them,
“This is your career. This
is what you’ll remember.
We always wanted them
to have the best experi-
ence they could. We think
they did.”

Doug Mabry started at
Sedgwick at the same time
as Werner, the 2006-07
year. Mabry has served as
Werner’s assistant every
year except 2016 ,when he
stepped in as head coach
when Werner stepped
down. Mabry has been
the head baseball coach
since the 2008-09 season,
and Werner was Mabry’s
assistant from 2014-23.

Mabry said that Wer-
ner’s ability to connect
with the players is what
has made him an out-
standing coach.

“In small communities
like Sedgwick, building re-
lationships is everything,”
Mabry said. “Coach
Werner has been able to
build strong relationships
with student-athletes
and their families, many
of whom have become
close friends. This doesn’t
happen by accident. It
happens when people are
genuine and invested in
their community.”

Werner said he won’t
miss worrying about the
weather or if the score-
board will work or any
of the myriad of things
coaches can’t control
anyhow.

He will miss the con-
nectivity he’s had with
both players and coaches.

“Most young men get
four years,” Werner said.
“I’'ve come out of the lock-
er room on a Friday night
and felt that excitement
for a long time. I’ve been
fortunate, and I’ll miss
that. Ultimately, what 'm
going to miss the most
is just being around the
players.”
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Emma Mayhew, center, waits on a customer in 2019 at the Harvey County Farm-
ers Market in Newton. Also pictured is her brother, Josiah Mayhew, right.

Two farmers markets set to open in May

BY WENDY NUGENT and poultry,” Eckert said. process, and people who
HARVEY COUNTY NOW STAFF The last pork seller sell have to reside in Har-
they had sold bacon for ~ vey County or bordering
NEWTON—The local ~ $18 a pound, and they’d  counties.
Farmers Market started  sell out. “We had our spring

in 1983 because some
people were interested in

The vegetable growers
are outstanding at what

meeting, and we had 20
vendors there,” Eckert

growing and selling local- they do, Eckert added. said. “Of course, we

ly grown produce. “Occasionally, we’ll won’t start with 20. It
Out of that birth, the have some berries,” he starts low and builds

name Harvey County said. “They go fast.” up—number of ven-

Farm & Art Market was Sold at the farmers dors. If you want to get

used until it was short-
ened to Harvey County
Farmers Market, said
Scott Eckert, horticulture
agent with the Harvey
County Extension Office.

The other farmers
market is called Newton
Farm & Art Market. Both
markets will open on May
17, and hours are 8 a.m. to
noon on Saturdays.

That latter farmers
market has a core group
of vendors.

“They know what
they’re growing and how
to grow it,” Eckert said.

Items sold there are
locally grown and locally
produced.

“That includes the beef

market are onions, garlic,
vegetables, melons, and
an assortment of baked
goods, like banana bread
and zucchini bread. There
was a coffee vendor last
year there.

“Really interesting to
have,” Eckert said. “Hope
they come back.”

That farmers market
will be in the same loca-
tion as it has in past years
at 301 N. Main west of
The Breadbasket.

Those wishing to sell
need to pay a $20 annual
fee and 3 percent of sales.
Those wishing to sell can
contact the extension
office at 316-284-6930.
There is an application

early-season vegetables,
earlier is better.”

A lot of people attend,
Eckert said, and they
advertise by putting signs
that morning to direct
people to the sale.

The event usually dies
down are 11:30 a.m.

“The good stuff goes
early,” Eckert said. “We
start at 8. Don’t try to buy
anything before 8.”

The items that sell
well include green beans,
okra, tomatoes, sweet
corn, radishes, beets, cu-
cumbers and melons.

First publishad i Harvay County Now on
Ray. 1, 2028
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The Eagles raise money for children

NEWTON—Meals purchased at the local Eagles —
Aerie helped fund meals for local children. vs

On Tuesday night, the Newton Fraternal Order of ¢
Eagles Aerie #2516 and its auxiliary donated $3,800
to USD-373 to help pay for weekend meals for chil-
dren at Cooper Early Education Center. The meals
are sent home with students to make sure they have
enough to eat when they’re not at school.

Each year, the Eagles pick a different charity to
raise money for. Funds for the donation were mainly
raised by selling food at the local club, located at 120
W 5th St., Newton.

“I would like to thank everyone that helped me
in the kitchen by cooking,” South Central Regional
Auxiliary President Jeanne Drake said. “The people
that took the money, took the meals out, and anyone
that helped in any way, but mainly I’d like to thank ~ !*
the people that bought the meals to help us raise
money.”

While the Eagles is a private club, it is open to the
public for various events throughout the year. More
information about the club and its upcoming events
can be found on its Facebook page.
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