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Goerzen a popular volunteer at Schowalter Villa
HESSTON—People at 

Schowalter Villa in Hes-
ston are so happy to see 
junior volunteer Oliver 
Goerzen.

“Always have a good 
time with them,” Goerzen 
said, taking a break from 
playing dominoes with 
some residents. “They ap-
preciate me being here.”

That’s what he likes 
about being in that pro-
gram there.

“This is my third sum-
mer volunteering here,” 
he said, adding he just 
volunteers during the 
summer.

His duties include 
working with Life Enrich-
ment, playing games with 
residents and taking the 
residents to activities like 
mid-week worship.

Next year, he’ll tech-
nically be a junior at 
Hesston High School and 
be enrolled at Fort Hays 
State University in the 
Kansas Academy of Math 
and Science, he said. 

“It’s for high school 
students exclusively,” 
he said. “All the classes 
will be dual credit. Math 
is probably my favorite 
subject in school.”

The highest level of 
math he’s reached so far 
is Algebra 2, and next 
year, he’ll take pre-calcu-
lus and will have taken 
Calculus 3 by the time he 
graduates.

He has a calculus 
workbook and has gone 
through most of it.

Goerzen said he’s 
always liked math. He’s 
good at it, and it comes 
naturally to him.

He’s in the program 

because he heard volun-
teering is useful to get 
into college, and his mom 
works there.

“She told me it was go-
ing to be good,” Goerzen 
said.

He works there from 
2 to 4 p.m. on Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays.

At Schowalter, he’s 
made friendly acquain-
tances. 

When Goerzen started 
volunteering there, he 
went through an orienta-
tion “where they tell you 
the basics and about HIP-
PA and stuff,” he said.

One of the things Goer-
zen recalls happening be-
tween him and a resident 
is the resident saw a cat 
walking with a kitten in 
its mouth outside, and the 
resident was concerned. 
Goerzen explained kittens 
are OK with that. The 
resident seemed to be 
relieved, Goerzen said.

Also this summer, Goer-
zen plans to go on a fami-
ly vacation to Virginia. 

His hobby is doing 
projects with LEGOs, like 
making cars and planes.

The Junior Volunteer 
Program is for people 

ages 12 to 17. Those taking 
part volunteer several 
hours each week in June 
and July, working mostly 
with Life Enrichment to 
interact with residents in 
assisted living and health 
care.

Activities include visit-
ing with residents, going 
for walks, playing/facili-
tating games, reading to 
residents, doing musical 
activities, helping with 
exercise and giving man-
icures.

This summer, there 
are 29 junior volunteers 
between both Schowal-
ter Villa in Hesston and 
Kidron Bethel Village in 
North Newton.

Schowalter Villa has 18 
volunteers.
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Oliver Goerzen, second from left, plays dominoes with Schowalter Villa residents 
on Monday afternoon at the Villa. 

Oliver Goerzen, top right, smiles while doing one of his 
junior volunteer duties.


