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For the last two days, we 
have looked at responder’s 
inviting game with 5-4 in 
the majors opposite a one-
no-trump opening bid. What 
does he do with game-forc-
ing values?

 The best  method is 
the Smolen convention. 
Responder bids two clubs, 
Stayman. If the opener 
shows a four-card major, 
responder raises to game in 
that suit. But if the opener 
rebids two diamonds, the 
responder jumps to three 
of his four-card major. In 
this way, if they have a 5-3 
major-suit fit, the opener 
becomes the declarer -- as 
in today’s deal. (Three no-
trump would have been fine 
here, but if North had, say, 
a singleton diamond, the 
weakness in that suit might 
have been fatal.)

 West leads the diamond 
king against four hearts. 
How should South plan the 
play?

 Note that if North is the 
declarer in four hearts, the 
diamond-10 lead from East, 
a likely choice, would be 
lethal. The defenders would 
get one heart, two diamonds 

and one club.
 In contrast, when South 

is the declarer, he is in con-
trol as long as he ducks the 
first trick, executing a Bath 
Coup. What can West do 
next?

 A trump shift is best. If 
declarer tries the finesse, 
he goes down because East 
wins and leads back a dia-
mond. But South, anticipat-
ing that scenario, should 
win with dummy’s ace and 
call for the club five. If East 
takes the trick and plays 
a diamond, South wins, 
throws dummy’s last dia-
mond on a high club, and 
works on trumps to take two 
spades, four hearts, one dia-
mond and three clubs. Or if 
East ducks the club, declarer 
wins and returns a club, dis-
carding a diamond from the 
dummy.
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FORCING TO GAME 

WITH BOTH MAJORS

BRIDGE by
PHILLIP ALDER

Garage Sale
8am-Evening

   1 mile north of Talmage on Fair Rd.
You will see the sign. Ice water will be
available.
   Lawn  Care  Equipment,  Camping
Gear, Wind Tents, Tanning Jars, Win-
dow  A/C  hardly  used,  All  kinds  of
Misc.  Furniture,  All  useable  Items,
Some  Give  Away  Items.

*184 Ac +/- Morris Co. Combo Tract. Call Lucas! 
785.366.3580 
*56 Ac +/- Dickinson Co. Pasture. Call Billy! 
785.479.1152 
*95 Ac +/- Saline Co. Tillable. PENDING by Ray! 
*58 Ac +/- Dickinson Co. Tillable. SOLD! By Ray 

Ray/Broker 

785.452.8498 
Sam Swearingen 

785-577-9878 

*Auctions *Private Treaty Sales *Value Assessments 

EXPLORE LAND, 

HOMES &             

COMMERCIAL        

LISTINGS  
1-888-825-1199 

www.horizonfarmranch.com 

AG LAND 

HORIZON HOMES 
*3377 Deer Rd, Abilene, KS, 10 Ac +/- Potential Build Site. 
Call Samantha! 

*3266 Dove Rd, Abilene, KS, Farm & Ranch.  

Call Samantha! 

First Published in The Abi-
lene Reflector Chronicle on

July 2nd, 2025.
IN THE DISTRICT

COURT OF DICKINSON
COUNTY, KANSAS

In the Matter of the Estate of
Maureen Kay Phillips.,
Deceased.
No. 2025-PR-000042

NOTICE OF HEARING
AND NOTICE TO

 CREDITORS
THE STATE OF KANSAS
TO ALL PERSONS CON-

CERNED:
You  are  notified  that  on
June  23,  2025,  a  petition
was  filed  in  this  Court  by,
Danielle Ross, heir of Maur-
een Kay Phillips, deceased,
requesting probate of the es-
tate and that they be named
the  Executor  of  the  Estate
and be granted Letters Test-
amentary.
You are required to file your
written defenses to the peti-
tion on or before
July 28,  2025,  at  9:00 a.m.
in  the  District  Court  of
Dickinson County,  Kansas,
at which time and place the
cause will be heard. Should
you fail to file your written
defenses, judgment and de-
cree will  be entered in due
course upon the petition. All
creditors are notified to ex-
hibit their demands against
the Estate within the latter of
four months from the date of
first  publication  of  notice
under  K.S.A.  59-2236  and
amendments  thereto,  or  if
the identity of the creditor is
known or reasonably ascer-
tainable, 30 days after actu-
al  notice  was  given  as
provided by law, and if their
demands are not thus exhib-
ited,  they  shall  be  forever
barred. Danielle Ross, Peti-
tioner

THE  LAW  OFFICE  OF
SETH  D.  MEYER
Seth D. Meyer, #22167
PO Box 279
Potwin, Kansas 67123
(620) 273-6333
Attorney for Petitioner

Concrete Plus
Any Building  

Needs 

Call 785-452-8056

WE’RE 

  HIRING

JOIN OUR TEAM!

TRUCK DRIVER CLASS A CDL

Full Time

Pay: From $20 an Hour

Home daily and on weekends

Bonus opportunities

Health insurance

Paid time off

Fuel card

401(k) matching

Life insurance

Dental insurance

Health savings account

Cell phone reimbursement

Send your resume to:

lonnyh@sutherfeeds.com

1-800-633-4138 | sutherfeeds.com

CLAY CENTER, KS

L E G A L S

Towing and Auto

John’s Service - 263-4444

Heating and Plumbing

H&H Plumbing - 263-1339

Housecleaning

Merry Maids - 263-2779

Medicare Supplement

Debbie Bielefeld - 263-2400

Monuments

Lynn Peterson - 479-0122

Peterson Monuments - 263-3535

Oil Change/Lube

Don’s Tire - 263-7838

Property Insurance

American Family Insurance - 785-263-2512

Real Estate

Almost Home Realty - 785-200-6956

Roofing

Best Roofing - 200-4595

Roofing and Siding

Everett Larson Roofing - 785-280-1559

Seamless Guttering, Roofing and Siding

Small Engine Repair

Abilene Rent-AIl-263-7668

Trash Pick-up

Superior Sanitation - 263-3682

     your ticket to a 

   new house
785-263-1000 • www.abilene-rc.com

[
]

Know More
only with

Home Delivery 

24/7 Digital Access

SUBSCRIBE
785.263.1000

It’s time to let your skills shine.
Find resources for breaking through barriers like 
degree screens and stereotypes. It’s time to tear the 
paper ceiling limiting STARs: workers Skilled Through 
Alternative Routes rather than a bachelor’s degree.

Jeff, STAR

TEAR THE PAPER CEILING.ORG

I am
more
than
who
I am
on 
paper.

#HireSTARs


