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that bounce off the 
ground and return to 
the plane’s sensor. This 
allows K-State to build a 
three-dimensional map 
of the vegetation.

The Konza station is an 
8,600-acre tallgrass prop-
erty near Manhattan used 
for long-term research.

“ We visited the 
(National Science 
Foundation) plane that 
gathers the data and 
it’s really impressive,” 
Ratajczak said. “They do 
a lot of the hard steps and 
then we get all this data 
for free.”

K-State scientists built 
their model using the 
free coding language R, 
frequently used by sci-
entists for data analysis. 
They trained it by giving 
it many aerial images of 
each type of vegetation.

The scientists then had 
the model try to identify 
further images on its own, 
and they double-checked 
whether the model was 
interpreting the images 
correctly. The model gave 
the right answer more 
than 97% of the time.

The K-State team has fo-
cused so far on the Konza 

property. But it hopes to 
expand the work — map-
ping out the prevalence 
of deciduous trees, east-
ern red cedars and shrubs 
across the Flint Hills tall-
grass region.

This would help them 
see the full extent of the 
problem.

For decades, woody 
plants have been spread-
ing across the Great 
Plains, to the point that 
they are transforming 
grassland into woodland 
and shrubland. Scientists 
in Oklahoma have 
dubbed the phenomenon 
the Green Glacier.

Common invaders in 

the Flint Hills include 
eastern red cedars, wild 
plum, roughleaf dog-
wood and smooth su-
mac. (These last three are 
shrubs or thickets.)

Additionally, the reali-
ties of modern-day land-
ownership pose a chal-
lenge. The continent’s 
remaining grasslands are 
divided among many dif-
ferent landowners with 
varying priorities for how 
to use the land and vary-
ing capacities for main-
taining it.

Another key change is 
the increase of carbon di-
oxide in the atmosphere 
since the Industrial 

Revolution. This helps 
woody plants grow fast-
er on prairies, shading 
out grasses around them 
and surviving prescribed 
burns.
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Mapping woody plants 
in great detail could help 
pinpoint how much for-
age for cattle and bison 
is lost each year to this 
transformation.

Already, scientists have 
estimated that the Flint 
Hills would grow about 
a billion more pounds of 
grass annually if not for 
trees and shrubs overtak-
ing so much space.

K-State’s use of ma-
chine learning could also 
help researchers better 
track the relationship be-
tween this habitat trans-
formation and declining 
grassland bird species, 
such as grasshopper 
sparrows and eastern 
meadowlarks.

Those species disap-
pear from areas of grass-
land once low levels of 
shrubs and trees have 
invaded.

Eventually, K-State sci-
entists hope that their ad-
vancements in mapping 
out woody plants with AI 
will help conserve swaths 
of grassland currently 
free of woody plants but 
likely to face that threat in 

coming years.
“One of the things we 

are thinking about using 
this for is early detection 
and intervention,” he 
said.

Nearly one-third of 
North America was once 
grassland. More than half 
of it disappeared for de-
velopment such as row 
crops, cities and suburbs. 
And for tallgrass prairie 
— the kind of grassland 
in the Flint Hills — the 
statistics are even worse. 
Scientists estimate that 
less than 5% of the conti-
nent’s tallgrass remains.

The Flint Hills is the 
biggest remaining stretch 
of tallgrass prairie. That’s 
another reason for the ur-
gency to deal with shrubs 
and trees there.

Some parts of the Flint 
Hills are already awash 
in these plants, but other 
areas still have a chance 
to proactively hold the 
hardest-to-control woody 
species at bay.

“ If you can catch en-
croachment (the spread 
of woody plants) when 
it’s in the early stages,” 
Ratajczak said, “it’s po-
tentially easier to either 
halt or reverse using pre-
scribed fire.”

For more information 
visit KCUR.org.
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Hide While You Seek! Our “Blind 

Boxes” protect your privacy.

Scott’s Home 
Improvements:

Remodeling, Doors( interior 
or exterior), Drywall, 

Ceramic tile, Painting, Trim, 
Home Repair, Siding, Decks

Licensed General 
Contractor, Serving Dodge 
City and surrounding areas

Call: Scott at 
620-225-4399 

ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS OR SERVICE HERE

For only $75, advertise your business or service
 EVERY DAY FOR A MONTH

Call today to find out more! • 620-225-4151
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Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS 
USERS! A cheaper alternative to 
high drugstore prices! 50 Pill Spe-
cial - Only $99! 100% guaranteed. 
CALL NOW: 1-833-641-6607

We Buy Vintage Guitars! Looking 
for 1920-1980 Gibson, Martin, 
Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, 
Mosrite, Rickenbacker, Prairie 
State, D’Angelico, Stromberg. And 
Gibson Mandolins / Banjos. These 
brands only! Call for a quote: 
1-833-641-6990

CASH PAID FOR HIGH-END 
MEN’S SPORT WATCHES. Rolex, 
Breitling, Omega, Patek Philippe, 
Heuer, Daytona, GMT, Submariner 
and Speedmaster. These brands 
only! Call for a quote: 1-833-641-
4573.

GOT AN UNWANTED CAR??? 
DONATE IT TO PATRIOTIC 
HEARTS. Fast free pick up. Patri-
otic Hearts’ programs help veterans 
find work or start their own busi-
ness. Call 24/7: 1-833-485-0154.

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in 
as little as ONE DAY! Afford-
able prices - No payments for 
18 months! Lifetime warranty 
& professional installs. Senior & 
Military Discounts available. Call: 
1-833-752-0092

STOP OVERPAYING FOR 
HEALTH INSURANCE! A recent 
study shows that a majority of 
people struggle to pay for health 
coverage. Let us show you how 
much you can save. Call Now for 
a no-obligation quote: 1-833-928-

5491 You will need to have your 
zip code to connect to the right 
provider.

INJURED IN AN ACCIDENT? 
Don’t Accept the insurance compa-
ny’s first offer. Many injured parties 
are entitled to cash settlements in 
the $10,000’s. Get a free evaluation 
to see what your case is really 
worth. 100% Free Evaluation. Call 
Now: 1-833-770-0339

AGING ROOF? NEW HOME-
OWNER? STORM DAMAGE? 
You need a local expert provider 
that proudly stands behind their 
work. Fast, free estimate. Financing 
available. Call 1-833-889-4107 
Have zip code of property ready 
when calling!

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP 
& RESTORATION: A small 
amount of water can lead to major 
damage in your home. Our trusted 
professionals do complete repairs 
to protect your family and your 
home’s value! Call 24/7: 1-833-
879-1451 Have zip code of service 
location ready when you call!

PROFESSIONAL LAWN SER-
VICE: Fertilization, weed control, 
seeding, aeration and mosquito 
control. Call now for a free quote. 
Ask about our first application 
special! 1-833-887-1317

NEED NEW WINDOWS? Drafty 
rooms? Chipped or damaged 
frames? Need outside noise reduc-
tion? New, energy efficient win-
dows may be the answer! Call for a 
consultation & FREE quote today. 
1-833-880-0052 You will need to 
have your zip code to connect to 
the right provider.
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Find employees, sell your home or your car. 
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IN THE DISTRICT COURT
OF FORD COUNTY,

KANSAS

ROBERT L. WADDELL, III
Plaintiff
VS.
ANGELICA OSORIO, and,
KANSAS DEPARTMENT
OF REVENUE,
Defendants

Case number:
FO-2025-CV-000099

Published in
Dodge City Daily Globe

Aug 7, 14, 21, 2025

PUBLIC NOTICE
FO-2025-CV-000099

Pursuant to Chapter 60 of
Kansas Statutes Annotated.

NOTICE OF SUIT

To: Angelica M. Osorio, and all 
other persons who may claim 
an interest in the 1981 Mar-
lette mobile home with VIN 
K14A278FD-P 10142, you are 
hereby notified that a Petition 
to Quiet Title was filed in the 
District Court of Ford County 
by Robert L. Waddell, III and 
you are required to Answer or 
otherwise plead to such Peti-
tion on or before September 

PUBLIC NOTICE
tion on or before September 
5, 2025, and if you fail to An-
swer or otherwise respond to 
said Petition, judgment will be 
granted as requested therein.

Respectfully submitted by:
/s/Van Z. Hampton, #13302
602 N. Second Avenue,
Dodge City, KS 67801
620-371-7600
Fax: 620-371-7600
vanhampton@kernslawgroup.
com
Attorney for Plaintiff

3729690

PUBLIC NOTICE

Wildflowers bloom on a grassland near Manhattan, the Konza Prairie Biological Station. 
Some trees can be seen in the distance. Keeping trees and shrubs at bay is part of prairie 
conservation. Eva Horne/Konza Prairie Long-Term Ecological Research]


