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Syracuse Dairy
Morton County loca-
tion is now accept-
ing applications for 
milking positions 
starting at $14.00 an 
hour with a $250.00 

signing bonus. Benefits include 
401K, health insurance, dental insur-
ance, and life insurance. Please apply 
in person at our office (751 SE CR 36, 
Syracuse, KS 67878) or call 620-492-
2525.
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HELP WANTED
Needed Landfill Operator pick up 
application at the Morton County 

Courthouse or Morton County 
Landfill.

Shop
At 

Home!

The City of Elkhart 
is accepting sealed bids to demolish and 

remove a building known as the Girl Scout 
Hut, located at 202 Morton Street. The state-
ment of work may be picked up at City Hall, 
433 Morton Street, Elkhart, Kansas. Bids will 

be accepted until Tuesday, April 8, 2025, at 
5 p.m. All bids received will be opened at the 

City Council Meeting on Tuesday, 
April 8, 2025, at 7 p.m.

The City of Elkhart has the right to refuse any 
and all bids. 

IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF MORTON COUNTY, KANSAS

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF   
DON DAVID DUNN, also known as
DAVID DUNN, DECEASED                                        Case No. MT-2025-PR-000006
 

NOTICE OF HEARING

STATE OF KANSAS, TO ALL PERSONS CONCERNED:

You are hereby notified that a Petition has been filed in this court by Don Ray Dunn, as 
and as heir of Don David Dunn also known as David Dunn, deceased, praying for the deter-
mination of the descent of all of the property described in the Petition and all other property, 
both real and personal, owned by decedent in Kansas at the time of death; and you are hereby 
required to file your written defenses thereto on or before, April 16, 2025 at 9:30 a.m., of said 
day, in said court, in the City of Elkhart, in Morton  County, Kansas, at which time and place 
said cause will be heard.  Should you fail therein, judgment and decree will be entered in due 
course upon said Petition.
         
     Don Ray Dunn
     Petitioner

Nathanial C. Foreman #22691
Tate, Kitzke, & Foreman LLC
1024 S. Trindle, P.O. Box 909
Hugoton, KS 67951
620-544-2103
 nforeman@pld.com
Attorney for Petitioner

Legal Notice
First published in the Elkhart Tri-State News, Thursday, March 20, 2025,  Thursday, March 

27, 2025, Thursday, April 3, 2025.

Legal Notice
First published in the Elkhart Tri-State News, Thursday, March 27, 2025.

BEFORE THE STATE CORPORATION
COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF KANSAS

NOTICE OF FILING APPLICATION

RE: BEREXCO LLC - - Application for an exception to the 10 year time limitation of K.A.R. 
82-3-111 for the Beauchamp SW unit 3-5, located in Morton County, Kansas.

TO: All Oil & Gas Producers, Unleased Mineral Interest Owners, Landowners, and all per-
sons whomever concerned.

You, and each of you, are hereby notified that Berexco LLC has filed an
application for an exception to the 10 year time limitation of K.A.R. 82-3-111 for the Beau-
champ SW unit 3-5, located in the NE SE of Section 5-31S-41W, Morton County, Kansas.

Any persons who object to or protest this application shall be required to file their
objections or protest with the Conservation Division of the State Corporation Commission 
of the State of Kansas within fifteen (15) days from the date of this publication. These pro-
tests shall be filed pursuant to Commission regulations and must state specific reasons why 
the grant of the application may cause waste, violate correlative rights or pollute the natural 
resources of the State of Kansas.

All persons interested or concerned shall take notice of the foregoing and shall
govern themselves accordingly.

    BEREXCO LLC
    2020 N. Bramblewood
    Wichita, Kansas 67206
    316-265-3311

Kansas Education Commissioner: 
Kids Need More Time in School

KMUW | By Su-
zanne Perez

W I C H I T A , 
Kansas — Kan-
sas students are 
spending fewer 
days in school 
than they did de-
cades ago, and the 
state’s top educa-
tion leader wants 
that to change.

Education Com-
missioner Randy 
Watson is urging 
districts to cancel 
breaks or extend 
the school year to 
make up for days 
that were can-
celed because of 
inclement weath-
er.

Most districts 
lost about eight 
days of school 
this winter be-
cause of snow or 
bitterly cold con-
ditions.

Watson recently 
told the Kansas 
State Board of ed-
ucation that dis-
tricts should also 
consider half-day 
summer school 
in June and July, 
at least for kin-
dergarten through 
third grade stu-
dents who are be-
low grade level in 
reading or math.

He said the 
boost is needed 
to make up for 
learning losses 
that began before 
the COVID-19 
pandemic.

“Recovery is 
i n c r e m e n t a l l y 
very slow,” Wat-
son said. “While 
I think we should 
start thinking 
about our sched-
ule for next year, 
I’m thinking, 
‘How do we even 
jumpstart the 
learning … right 

now?’”
Kansas law 

requires public 
schools to have a 
minimum of 186 
days, or at least 
1,116 total hours 
each academic 
year. Over the 
past decade, most 
districts have opt-
ed to have longer 
but fewer school 
days — adding 
minutes to the 
daily schedule 
but shortening the 
school year.

In 2008, the av-
erage school year 
in Kansas was 
174 days. This 
year, it’s 166. 
Some districts — 
particularly those 
with four-day 
weeks — have 
school only 141 
days a year.

No district 
meets the min-
imum daily re-
quirement of 186 
days. The longest 
academic calen-
dar is 183.4 days.

Watson said dis-
tricts have added 
about 21 minutes 
to the school day, 
which equates 
to three minutes 
per class peri-
od in most high 
schools.

“Go ask a music 
teacher: ‘Would 
you rather have 
three minutes, or 
would you rather 
go to school eight 
more days?’” 
Watson said. “A 
music teacher’s 
going to say, ‘I 
want the eight 
days.’”

State law allows 
the Kansas State 
Board of Edu-
cation to waive 
the minimum re-
quirement for dis-

tricts because of 
inclement weath-
er or other fac-
tors.

But Watson dis-
couraged board 
members from 
granting waivers, 
saying districts 
could make up the 
time by canceling 
scheduled breaks 
or adding days to 
the calendar.

“The state 
board will look at 
that at the end of 
the year when we 
see if you’ve ex-
hausted all your 
avenues,” Watson 
said. “And right 
now, you have a 
lot of time left 
that you could 
… make up that 
time.”

Watson also 
urged half-day 
summer school 
for some young 
students. He pro-
posed classes 
from 9 a.m. to 
noon Monday to 
Thursday through 
June and July, 
with extended 
weekends for Me-
morial Day and 
July Fourth.

He said that 
schedule would 
amount to at least 
48 hours of ad-
ditional learning 
time.

“If we could get 
90% of the kids 
48 to 49 hours of 
instruction, what 
progress we could 
make in a short 
period of time,” 
Watson said.

He said districts 
could use special 
education or state 
at-risk funds to 
help pay for sum-
mer classes.

The propos-
al stops short 

of year-round 
schooling — an 
idea some educa-
tors and lawmak-
ers have floated in 
the past that is un-
popular with most 
Kansas districts 
and families.

Two years ago, 
Republican Rep. 
Bill Rhiley intro-
duced a bill that 
would have man-
dated a minimum 
of 195 eight-hour 
school days or 
156 10-hour days, 
but it never made 
it out of commit-
tee.

Advocates of 
year-round school 
say frequent, 
shorter breaks are 
better for students 
because they mit-
igate learning loss 
that can happen 
over long summer 
vacations. Oppo-
nents say year-
round schedules 
cost more and 
leave less time 
for extracurricu-
lar activities like 
summer- league 
sports.

Watson said 
he’s not opposed 
to year-round 
school. But a 
half-day summer 
school plan for 
students who need 
it most would be 
an incremental 
improvement that 
could have huge 
benefits, he said.

“Engaging par-
ents in that con-
versation is going 
to be easier for 
them to agree to 
than changing the 
entire schedule 
that we’ve run for 
100 years,” Wat-
son said.

Several Kan-
sas districts 

spent a portion 
of their federal 
COVID-19 fund-
ing to pay for ex-
panded summer 
school programs. 
But only a small 
fraction of stu-
dents attended.

Wichita, the 
state’s largest 
school district, 
sent about 21,500 
invitations to its 
summer programs 
for students in 
k i n d e r g a r t e n 
through eighth 
grade in 2021. 
Despite incen-
tives such as free 
breakfast, lunch 
and transporta-
tion, only 4,600 
— about one in 
five — enrolled.

Watson said 
Kansas needs a 
social and cul-
tural shift toward 
academics the 
way many dis-
tricts and families 
emphasize sports 
and other activi-
ties.

“If you have a 
high school kid 
who’s involved 
(in sports or 
band), it’s hard 
to take a vacation 
because they’re 
required to be 
there for weight 
training or for 
marching,” he 
said. “We need 
that intensity 
around academ-
ics.”

All Kansas News 
Service stories are 
free to you use as 
you wish, in print or 
online. They come 
with two small re-
quirements: credit 
the Kansas News 
Service; and for on-
line use, link to the 
Kansas News Ser-
vice.

Morton County 
Treasurer’s office 

is accepting applications until 
04/04/2025 to fill a clerk position.
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FREE!!
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