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LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

by Christy Hopkins
Tuesday, July 15, 2025, 8 

a.m.
Supervisors present: 

Chairman Steve Mangan, 
Monty Moritz, Stan Shafer, 
Scott Steele, and Alan 
Waggoner

Others Present: 
Groundwater Management 
District #1 Manager Katie 
Durham, Unified Greeley 
County Clerk Jerri Young, 
Unified County Treasurer 
Diane Gentry, Unified 
Administrator Jeff Crockett, 
Utility Manager Stephanie 
Elliott, Travis Weaver, Ray 
Smith, Curtis and Koreen 
Woods, Laura Woods, Stacy 
Woods, and Christy Hopkins

Steve Mangan called 
the reconvened meeting to 
order at 8 a.m.

G r o u n d w a t e r 
Management District #1 
Manager Katie Durham 
talked about Groundwater 
Management District #1 
and opportunities available 
to Unified Greeley County 
in regard to water programs.  

Though the City of 
Tribune is not within the 
boundaries of GMD #1, 
municipal wells are. The city 
is not subject to the usage 
reduction rules of the Local 
Enhanced Management 
Area (LEMA) in place for 
the district but is required to 
comply with best practices.  
Durham expressed an 
interest in working more 
closely with the City 
of Tribune. Programs 
discussed included the 
W-Tap program, which 
works to retire water rights 
within two miles of the city’s 
borders, working to insulate 
the municipal water supply. 

Durham discussed 
grant funds available 
within the State Water 
Plan. Weskan has been 
awarded approximately 
$432,000 to complete a full 
system replacement for the 
city. Durham would like 
to more fully engage with 
each municipality in the 
district, to learn about their 
goals and see what grant 
funds may be available. She 
encouraged the Board of 
Supervisors to have each 
of their wells evaluated by 
a water engineer to get a 
better sense of each well’s 
lifespan and usability. She 
also offered to serve as an 
idea person and facilitator 
for water-related issues; she’s 
received concerns from 
Greeley County residents 
and others throughout 
the district about ongoing 
water issues. She wants to 
advocate for all water users 
in general. 

She mentioned that a 
priority for Greeley County 
should be resubmitting the 
maps documenting the 
authorized place of use for 
the city’s wells.  As locations 
have been added to the city’s 
system, the maps have not 

been kept up-to-date and 
need to be resubmitted. 

In response to questions 
posed by members of 
the Board of Supervisors, 
Durham said water levels 
in Greeley County are 
projected to stabilize with 
the current LEMA in place.  
Before the 25% reduction 
in use required by the 
LEMA, Greeley County 
had been experiencing 
a 1.5 foot drop in water 
levels each year.  The recent 
A q u a G e o F r a m e w o r k s 
surveys done will help 
develop a more detailed 
picture of both untapped 
and more depleted areas 
across the district. Durham 
indicated that since the 
institution of the LEMA, 
test wells in Greeley County 
have risen three to five feet; 
unfortunately, there are only 
two test wells per township 
and she feels more test 
wells would help provide 
a more detailed picture of 
the situation. The Kansas 
Geological Survey will be 
redoing the current water 
models in response to the 
new data; water models can 
also be developed for local 
municipalities. 

Terra Mangan entered 
the meeting at 8:20 a.m.

Waggoner appreciated 
the volunteer 25% reduction 
in use and ask more 
dramatic cuts might be in 
order. Shafer expressed his 
gratitude to the people in 
Wichita County who first 
began working on a LEMA 
and asked, too, if deeper 
cuts to use might be needed. 
Durham said the LEMA is 
set up in 5-year increments 
and that rates will be 
reviewed each time a LEMA 
is up for renewal.

Shafer, who farms 
irrigated ground, said that 
the LEMA has proved to 
him that he can do a better 
job with less water.

Durham said that Wichita 
County has stabilized their 
water levels and is renewing 
their LEMA for another five 
years. 

At Mangan’s request, 
Durham talked about 
available funds for 
municipalities in regard to 
water projects.  Durham 
shared information 
on House Bill 2303 
funds, Kansas Rural 
Water Association 
resources, Federal 
Emergency Management 
Administration (FEMA) 
dollars, a potential Regional 
Conservation Partnership 
Program, and the W-Tap 
program.

An additional water dock 
location was discussed; 
the city has a well that has 
nitrate issues that cannot be 
used currently. 

Durham encouraged the 
board to make a list of needs 
and potential projects that 
could be incorporated into 

Board of Supervisors reconvened meeting notes
Additional conversation 

ensued about the possibility 
of a rural water district, 
about the need to develop 
sound policy, and how 
to balance the needs of 
residents with the available 
supply. 

Questions were posed 
about past additions to 
the water system and how 
those additions came 
about; Travis Weaver asked 
about the specific deals that 
resulted in getting onto city 

water. 
Durham shared a map 

indicating the current places 
of authorized usage and 
noted that additions had 
been made since the map 
was finalized or submitted 
to the state. Durham offered 
her assistance in continuing 
the conversation and 
helping the community 
move forward. 

Mangan highlighted the 
need to develop parameters, 
criteria, and to ensure that 

a plan was developed with 
an eye to total capacity and 
a water contingency plan 
before moving forward. 

The board expressed 
their gratitude to Durham 
for sharing her expertise 
with the board.

Mangan moved to 
adjourn the meeting at 9:25 
a.m. Waggoner seconded. 
Motion carried, 5-0.

Official meeting minutes 
are available at the County 
Clerk’s office.

a long-term water plan. 
Knowing what’s needed 
would help her when she 
talks to state and federal 
officials and reports back to 
the Kansas Water Authority. 

Durham mentioned 
that she has access to 
a range of policies and 
procedures instituted by 
other municipalities and 
encouraged the board to be 
proactive in developing a set 
of criteria to evaluate future 
requests for water access. 

Moritz asked a 
question about rural water 
districts and Durham 
indicated that there are 
many options, extensive 
flexibility, and additional 
funding avenues with rural 
water districts. They’re 
complicated, Durham said, 
but water issues are. She 
recommended having a 
water balance analysis done 
to see what the demand for 
use might be. 

Koreen Woods visited 
with the Board of Supervisors 
about the well situation at 
their farm. They currently 
have 3.5 feet of water in their 
well, they had previously 
had seven feet and the well 
now produces less than a 
gallon per minute. They had 
Shell Drilling out two weeks 
ago to attempt to drill a new 
well; they were unable to 
find additional water after 
three attempts and are now 
hauling water from the town 
water dock for their livestock, 
trees, and greenhouse use. 
Woods shared that another 
area family is in a similar 
situation.

She asked the board to 
allow them to tie onto the 
municipal water system and 
expressed specific interest in 
the water rights given to the 
city by the Lobmeyer family 
last year.  That well is not 
currently being used. 

Woods voiced her 
appreciation for the assets 
the community has and says 
she wants to remain on their 
farm and hopes the board 
would work with them to 
help find a way to ensure 
that farm families could 
remain in the country. 

After a question from 
Waggoner about whether 
the Woods family had 
explored any additional 
options, Woods explained 
that Travis Weaver had 
offered to sell them a well but 
that it needed to be surveyed 
prior to the sale. They are 
75th on the surveyor’s list. 
They’ve also considered 
underground water storage 
but noted that it comes with 
significant expense. 

THE FAMILY KITCHEN
416 Broadway  620-376-2010

11 a.m. -
1:30 p.m.

HOURS (subject to change) 
Sun-�urs: 11:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Closed Friday and Saturday

Follow us on Facebook for the most up-to-date information!

11 a.m. -
1:30 p.m.

Tuesday (7/29): Lasagna & Salad

Sunday (7/27): Grill Day

Wednesday (7/30): Grill Day

Monday (7/28): Grill Day 11 a.m. -
1:30 p.m.

Closed Friday & Saturday (7/25 & 7/26)

11 a.m. -
1:30 p.m.

�ursday (7/24): Beef Enchiladas &
Chips/Dip

We accept credit cards (with a 3.5% charge) Menu subject to change.

11 a.m. -
1:30 p.m.Wednesday (7/23): Grill Day

11 a.m. -
1:30 p.m.


