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TREES: Beautlful trees bec
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In 2024, Kansas Department of Ag-
riculture announced a quarantine on
Callery trees beginning Jan. 1, 2027.

After that date, importing or mov-
ing the trees will become illegal.

Jana Dalke, owner of Serenity
Gardens in Hillsboro, said she had
known the quarantine was coming
for a while.

“T haven’t bought any in a couple
years, knowing that this was com-
ing,” she said. “Last year, they highly
recommended we stop.”

Dalke has worked in greenhouses
since 1994, and has sold many Call-
ery trees..

“They’ve been popular,” she said.
“But we're just realizing what they do
in a rural setting when they’re left to
their own devices.”

She recently dug out five Callery
trees growing next to her shop.

“They’re heading for the burn pit,”
she said.

Dalke still has three Callery trees
growing in her own yard. One was not
intentionally planted.

“They’re very nice trees in a home-
owner-type space, but when they get
out where things aren’t being mani-
cured, they get invasive, and that does
become a problem,” she said.

Natural Resources Conserva-
tion Service manager Matt Meyer-
hoff said his department noticed the
trees spreading into pastures seven
years ago.

“We're finding them out in large
pastures, miles away from any home-
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Star-shaped callery pear blossoms resemble small fireworks.

stead,” he said. “They’re spreading
pretty good distances.”

Because the trees are considered
ornamental rather than agricultural,
his department doesn’t have a say in
any future legislation.

He did note he was “not a fan” of
wild Callery trees.

“They have some pretty large
thorns,” he said.

Josh Housman, director of the
county’s noxious weed department,
said he first received reports about
Callery trees popping up three years
ago from concerned citizens in Mar-
ion County, Oregon, who called him
by mistake.

Since then, the plants have started
posing more problems in Kansas.

“If you go from Newton to Wich-
ita on I-135, you'll see them starting

to take over drainage ditch areas and
pastures and fields,” Housman said. “If
they’re out there like that, they need
to be taken down.”

Because Callery trees are consid-
ered invasive, not noxious, Hous-
man’s department is not taking ac-
tion now.

“T can’t do anything until they hit
the list of what’s considered noxious,”
he said. “That goes to the commis-
sioners, whether or not they want to
do anything.”

Housman predicted that the coun-
ty wouldn’t take action unless the state
became more outspoken about the
trees. Indeed, county clerk Tina Spen-
cer said any decision about the trees

“has not been stated as a priority of
the board.”

Housman said other trees, such as
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red cedars, present more problems for
his department than Callery trees.

Red cedars are native to the Great
Plains but can spread rapidly across
grassland and lower local biodiver-
sity.

“It doesn’t take long before they can
take over a pasture,” he said.

Marion city administrator Mark
McAnarney said last week he had not
heard that Callery trees were inva-
sive.

“At different houses I've lived in,
I've bought Bradford pears,” he said.
“They weren't very strong, but they
grew quickly.”

On Monday, McAnarney said he
had done some research and that the
issue would be brought toa city coun-
cil meeting, “probably two or three
meetings from now.”

01}11ng a beast of a peril

Hillsboro city administrator Matt
Stiles also said his municipality had
no formal plan for dealing with the
trees.

“We’ve talked about it, but we
don’t have anything on the books,”
he said.

Stiles said that he was glad the for-
est service was instituting a buyback
plan and that Hillsboro might pro-
vide its own return service for Call-
ery trees.

“Thave allergies,” he said. “When-
ever they’re blooming, it kills me.”

If the trees do come down, it may
be better for the local ecosystem, but
their white puffy blooms will no doubt
be missed.

Dalke said cutting the trees down
would be “bittersweet.”

“You hate to see all those mature
trees being cut down,” she said. “But
you don’t want to cause a problem ei-
ther.”

She recommended a few options
for homeowners looking to replace
their trees.

If you want a tree that flowers in
spring like a Callery, try an eastern
redbud (which, despite the name, will
give you pink flowers) or a crabap-
ple tree.

If you want a tree that provides a
lot of shade, you might try redpointe
maples or oak trees.

PEABODY: Chief

quits, cites ‘slander’
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RAP: Rural reputation grows

At a Herington track meet

tensive process for making mu-

ing or tornados, for example
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Watts returned from unex-
plained personal leave “more
than a week ago,” according to
mayor Catherine Weems.

Weems was not expecting
Crom’s resignation and said
designation of an interim chief

<« : »
was “to be determined.

Asked whether Watts was
certified to be chief, Weems
said, “potentially.”

Crom became chief in July,
2024, having previously worked
in Towanda, Benton, and East-
borough as a patrol officer.

Hislast day will be April 10,
after which he plans to return
to Eastborough as a patrol of-
ficer.

Peabody police, especially
Watts, have been the target of
criticism regarding the han-
dling of a dispute at the Hub,
Peabody’s long-time youth cen-
ter.

Mike Jury, Peabody’s new
public works director, also

spoke at the Monday’s meet-
ing.

Jury started his new role
March 24. He previously
worked in Hutchinson’s pub-
lic works department for 13
years.

He grew up ona farm south
of Peabody and said he took the
position in part to be closer to
his parents. He is an army vet-
eran and certified as a waste-
water operator.

“I'm glad to be home,” he
said.

Jury’s first order of business
was to note that the lining on
Peabody’s municipal pool,
which was put in last year, has
cracked away.

“We have holes in the pool,
so we're in the process of wait-
ing for them to get up hereand
patch the cracks,” Jury said.

Weems said repairing the
cracks would be a “top prior-
ity”

Nursing student
to receive scholarship

Hutchinson Community College nursing student Kelli Christ,
daughter of Andrew Christ and Nanci Heath of Goessel, has been
named a 2025 New Century Workforce Scholar and will receive

a $1,500 scholarship.
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es may be filed by the county attor-
ney about a disturbance in the 1500
block of E. Lawrence St. A resident
complained about an animal in the
300 block of N. 3rd St. Police found
no problemsin checkingonaperson
lying on the ground in the 300 block
of W. Main St.

Sunday — Aresident complained
about an animal in the 600 block of
S. Freeborn St. A driver was warned
for speeding near US-56 and Tim-
berRd.

OFFENSES

REPORTED

These offense reports were re-
leased this past week by law enforce-
ment agencies:

SHERIFF

Aggravated burglary

Two bank cards, four insurance
cards, six Social Security cards, and a
Kansas Benefits Card were reported
stolen between 3:45and 4 p.m.March
21 by a burglar who broken into Tay-
lor J. Gill's living room on Columbus
St.in Tampa.

The burglary was reported nine

hours later, according to the lone of-
fense report released Friday. Signs of
forced entry were found.

TRAFFIC

DIVISION CASES

This information was filed last week
incourt. Court costs areincluded in any
fines listed. If no hometown is listed,
no address was available on court re-
cords.

JessicaHuynh, 81 mphina55zone
March 22, $267.

Prasad Kandimalla, 83 mphina 65
zone Feb. 23, $201.

Hannah E. Kutz, 81 mph in a 65
zone March 23, $189.

Virginia A. Martin, 77 mphin a 65
zone March 21, $165.

Phillip R. Sleeker, failure to wear
seatbelt (age 18 or older), $30.

Kindall A. Smithson, 80 mph in a
65 zone Feb. 2, $183.

Kaitlyn H. Terzian, 81 mph in a 65
zone March 23, $189.

Deontay D. Watkins, 84 mph in a
65 zone March 16, $207.

WeiYan, 85 mphina65zone March
16,$213.

on.’ I said, ‘How about we go
with Lil Melon?”

The name stuck — with
teachers as well as students —
and soon enough, Lil Melon
was getting requests to perform
live at Centre.

Friends set up concerts for
the reluctant Spohn, often with-
out his knowledge.

Spohn recalled a teacher
asking him what time he was
going on stage at a Leadership
Day at Centre. He had no idea
he was signed up.

Spohn grew to enjoy per-
forming, however. He has per-
formed at Centre “six or seven”
different times, he said.

“Our school always supports
him and goes all out,” Spohn’s
mother, Barbara, said. “They
had fog machines and lights.”

Far from being confined to
Centre, the Melon name now
spans county lines.

Atanaway basketball game
in White City, Barbara recalled
Rural Vista students “cheer-
ing for Lil Melon and running
up to get autographs on their
chests.”

this year, similar chants broke
out.

“I looked at my husband;
I was like, ‘he has a name, I
swear!”” Barbara said.

A family friend recently
made Lil Melon lanyards and
keychains. Hoodies have al-
so been produced. They read
“Melon Gang.”

Lil Melon’s biggest song,
2024’s “Leave me Alone!” has
53,741 plays on SoundCloud.
He even has some internation-
al listeners.

Spohn said his local fame
was “more shocking than
anything.s

While he loves that his songs
are popular, heisn’ta big fan of
the attention.

“It'sa double-edged sword,”
he said.

Lil Melon’s music takes in-
spiration from the emo rap
made popular by artists like
Juice WRLD and XXXTent-
acion.

When he started out, it was
“the genre that was blowing up
more than anything,” he said.

Spohn has a simple but ex-

sic.

He finds a beat, which takes
a long time — 45 minutes or
more.

Once he has an instrumen-
tal, he begins writing, usual-
ly mimicking an artist who
“thrives” on that kind of mu-
sic.

This is mostly what inspires
his style of rap.

“Artistslike Juice WRLD or
X[XXTentacion] or [Lil] Peep or
DCthe Don, they make akind
of music that I can write more
similarly to then Kendrick La-
mar or J. Cole,” he said.

He tries outlyrics, edits and
adds to the song, and repeats
the process until he has a two-
or three-minute track.

Lil Melon’s popularity is per-
haps tied to the fact that Spohn
hails from rural Tampa.

“Idon’t really think anybody
from a smaller town or a small-
er county really ever does stuff
like this,” he said.

While Marion County
doesn’t influence the content
of his songs — Lil Melon has
no tracks about cattle ranch-

Classifieds

— he does try to cater to a lo-
cal audience.

“Ikind of put things in ways
that people around here would
understand more easily than
somebody from Wichita,” he
said.

His songs often feature love
and loss, but, Spohn said he
doesn't take inspiration from
his actual life, instead writ-
ing about things other rappers
write about.

Barbara, though, doesn’t
buy it.

“Thiskid wears his heart on
his sleeve,” she said.

Lil Melon will leave town
this fall as Spohn heads to
McPherson College on a bas-
ketball scholarship. He is un-
sure whether his rap career will
survive his college schedule,
which he expects will be jam-
packed with classes and ath-
letics.

Asfor trying to rap for a ca-
reer?

“It’s definitely not my No. 1
option,” he laughed.

Words (firsttwo, bold) ............... $ 850
Each additionalword ............... 35¢
Each additional bold-capsword...... 35¢

Boxed classifieds and public notices
(percolumn-inch) .................

Pay in advance: Cash, VISA or MasterCard

Charges for established accounts only.

TOPLACE YOURAD
Online ..oooovvvvivinnnnn, http://mnks.us/ad
E-mail ..o classified@mnks.us
Phone ......ccocvveiniininnnns (620) 382-2165
Deadline .........covvvivninns 5 p.m.Monday

All real estate advertised is subject to the Fair
Housing Act of 1968, which makes it illegal to
advertise “any preference, limitation or discrim-
ination based onrace, color, religion or national
origin, oranintention to make any such prefer-
ence, limitation, or discrimination.”

CLASSIFICATIONS

14 Real estate

15 Homes for sale
16 Dwellings for rent
17 Forrent

18 Help wanted

1 Personals

2 Pets

3 Lost &found

4 Garage sales

5 Publicauctions

6 Wanted 19 Work wanted

7 Forsale 20 Bus.opportunity
8 Livestock 21 Special notices
9 Food 22 Special services
10 Cars &trucks 23 Cards of thanks
11 Land 24 Kansas classified

12 Feed & seed
13 Lawn &garden

25 Public notices

18 HELP WANTED

21 SPECIAL NOTICES

FACED WITHadrinking problem? Per-
haps Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) can
help. Weekly meetings. Open to the
public. Come see us 7 to 8 p.m. Mon-
days at St. Luke Medical Clinic base-
ment, 537 S. Freeborn St., Marion.

MARION CHAPTER of TOPS (Take
Off Pounds Sensibly) 9:30a.m. Thurs-
days, Hilltop Manor, 1501 E. Lawrence
St., Marion.

24 KANSAS CLASSIFIED

PLACE YOUR 25-word classified inthe
Kansas Press Associationand 135 more
newspapers foronly $300aweek.Find
employees; sell your home or your
car. Call the Kansas Press Association
at (785) 271-5304 today!

ATTENTION: VIAGRA and Cialis us-
ers! A cheaper alternative to high
drug store prices! 50 pill special, on-
ly $99! 100% guaranteed. Call now:
(866) 481-0668

WE BUY vintage guitars! Looking
for 1920-1980 Gibson, Martin, Fend-
er, Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite,
Rickenbacker, Prairie State, D'angelico,

B RN/LPN FT evenings
B CMAPT evenings

Applications can be
obtained at www.
salemhomeks.org
oryou can fax
resume to

(620) 947-1465

attn: Virgie

Now accepting applications for

5 HE —
L1 B
@alem

B CNAFT evenings/
nights, PRN all shifts

me

704 S. Ash St., Hillsboro, KS 67063

Stromberg. And Gibson mandolins /
banjos. These brands only. Call for a
quote. (877) 560-1992

CASH PAID for high-end men’s sport
watches. Rolex, Breitling, Omega,
Patek Philippe, Heuer, Daytona, GMT,
Submariner, and Speedmaster. Call
(866) 481-0636

GOT AN unwanted car? Donate it to
Patriotic Hearts. Fast, free pick up. All
50 states. Patriotic Hearts' programs
help veterans find work or start their
own business. Call 24/7: (877) 560-
5087

BATH AND shower updatesinaslittle
asone day! Affordable prices; no pay-
ments for 18 months! Lifetime war-
ranty and professional installs. Senior
and military discounts available. Call:
(866) 481-0747

STOP OVERPAYING for healthinsur-
ance! Arecent study shows thatama-
jority of people struggle to pay for
health coverage. Let us show you how
much you can save. Callnowforano-
obligation quote: (888) 519-3376.You
willneed to have your ZIP code to con-
nect to the right provider.

INJURED IN an accident? Don't ac-
cepttheinsurance company’s first of-
fer. Many injured parties are entitled
to cash settlements in the $10,000's.
Getafree evaluation to see what your
caseis really worth. 100% free evalua-
tion. Call now: (888) 920-1883

AGING ROOF? New homeowner?
Storm damage? You need a local ex-
pert provider that proudly stands be-
hind their work. Fast, free estimate.
Financing available. Call (877) 589-
0093.Have ZIP code of property ready
when calling!

WATER DAMAGE cleanup and resto-
ration: a small amount of water can
lead to major damage in your home.
Our trusted professionals do com-
plete repairs to protect your family
andyourhome’s value! Call 24/7:(877)
586-6688.Have ZIP code of service lo-
cation ready when you call!

NEED NEW windows? Drafty rooms?
Chipped or damaged frames? Need
outside noise reduction? New, ener-
gy efficient windows may be the an-
swer! Call for a consultation and free
quote today. (866) 766-5558. You will
need to have your ZIP code to con-
nect to the right provider.

WORLD'’S LARGEST gun show.
April 5and 6, Tulsa, Oklahoma, Fair-
grounds. Saturday 8-6, Sunday 8-4.
Waneemacher's Tulsa Arms Show.
Free appraisals. Bring your guns!
www.TulsaArmsShow.com

25 PUBLIC NOTICES

First published April 2, 2025,
in the Marion County Re-
cord, Marion, Kansas (1t)

PUBLICNOTICE
Public Hearing

Application for a Variance to allow for
an adjusted setback for a Garage at
224 Elm Street, Marion, KS 66861, to
be heard at Marion Board of Zoning
Appeals Public Hearing to be held in
the Marion Community Center, 203
N.3rd, Marion, KS on April 23,2025, at
12:00 p.m. Further details of the Vari-
ancerequest are available at City Hall,
208 East Santa Fe Street.

Margo Yates

City Of Marion Interim Zoning Ad-
ministrator

M-29-2690



