
Visiting a local apple or-
chard and picking one’s fill of
apples is a quintessential fall
activity. Apple picking is an
ideal way to spend time out-
doors when the weather
tends to be cool and pleas-
ant. Gathering fresh-from-
the-tree fruit to turn into
favorite fall desserts like cob-
blers and pies is irresistible.

According to the Economic
Research Service, Washing-
ton state is the leading apple
producer in the United
States. It is followed very dis-
tantly by New York and
Michigan. Apples were first
cultivated in Canada by early
French settlers, with the first
trees planted in Nova Scotia’s
Annapolis Valley around
1633. Today, New Brunswick,
Quebec, Ontario, and British
Columbia have become
strong players in the apple
business. While other areas
may not be apple meccas,
those looking to pick their
own have plenty of options
across North American to
enjoy this pastime. 

Prior to an apple picking
adventure, people can do a
little preparation to ensure
the afternoon is fun and
fruitful.

• Do some research. Be-
fore individuals head out,
they should do research into
the available orchards and
which apple varieties they
specialize in. Ripening sea-
sons vary, so certain varieties
may not be available at all
times. Call ahead to learn
which apples are ripe and
when.

•  Visit early. The best ap-
ples are often available early
in the season before the trees
have been heavily picked

over. It’s also a good idea to
visit the orchard early in the
day, which means cooler
temperatures and smaller
crowds. 

•  Dress appropriately. Or-
chards can be dusty, muddy
and buggy. The ground also
may be uneven. Individuals
can wear comfortable
clothes and closed-toed
shoes that can get dirty. Also,
they should dress in layers,
as it can be chilly early in the
day and then warmer later
on.

•  Pick correctly. Instead of
yanking on the apples, which
can damage the tree and ap-
ples, people should gently
roll or twist the apple up-
wards from the branch. If the
apple is ripe it will detach

easily with stem intact. 
•  Avoid bruising. It’s wise

to inspect the apples to make
sure they are firm and
brightly colored. Those with
bruising or insect damage
should be left behind.

• Don’t overload. Only
pick what you need. Apples
are delicate, and overloading
the apples into bags can
crush or bruise the ones on
the bottom. Plus, over-pick-
ing means that the apples
may spoil before they can be
eaten.

After a day at the orchard,
apples can be stored un-
washed in a cool, dark place,
which will help them stay
fresher, longer.  

Submitted by Metro Editorial
Service.
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Market Report
At the Close Tuesday

Pate Agency, LP

Wheat  . . . . . . . . . . .4.03
Milo . . . . . . . . . . . . .3.35
Corn . . . . . . . . . . . . .4.10
Soybeans  . . . . . . . . .8.97
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IN THE TWENTY-SIXTH JUDICIAL 

DISTRICT

DISTRICT COURT OF STEVENS

COUNTY, KANSAS

PROBATE DEPARTMENT

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF

MARLIN P. HEGER, Deceased

Case No. SV-2025-PR-000015

NOTICE OF HEARING

THE STATE OF KANSAS TO ALL PER-

SONS CONCERNED:

You are hereby notified that a Petition

for Final Settlement has been filed in

this Court by Kirk W. Heger, duly ap-

pointed, qualified and acting Co-Execu-

tor of the Estate of Marlin P. Heger,

deceased, requesting that the Co-Ex-

ecutors' acts be approved; the Co-Ex-

ecutors' account be settled and

allowed; heirs be determined; the Will

be construed and the Estate be as-

signed to the persons entitled thereto;

the administration of the Estate be

closed; upon the filing of receipts, the

Petitioner be finally discharged as Ex-

ecutor of the Estate of Marlin P. Heger,

deceased; and the Petitioner be re-

leased from further liability.

You are required to file your written de-

fenses to the Petition on or before Oc-

tober 27, 2025, at 9:30 a.m. in the

District Court, in Hugoton, Stevens

County, Kansas, at which time and

place the cause will be heard.  Should

you fail to file your written defenses,

judgment and decree will be entered in

due course upon the Petition.

KIRK W. HEGER, Petitioner

Trent H. Wetta, KS SC #25364

twetta@hinklaw.com

HINKLE LAW FIRM LLC

1617 North Waterfront Parkway, 

Suite 400

Wichita, Kansas 67206

Telephone:(316) 267-2000

Facsimile: (316) 630-8466

Attorneys for Petitioner

PUBLIC NOTICE
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IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF STEVENS

COUNTY, KANSAS

CIVIL DEPARTMENT

Rocket Mortgage, LLC f/k/a Quicken

Loans, LLC

Plaintiff,

vs.

Matthew Esarey, Shannon Esarey, Jane

Doe, John Doe, and Jacqueline

Lawrence Moss aka Jackie M. Moss

fka Jacqueline M. Moss (Deceased), et

al.,

Defendants

Case No. SV-2025-CV-000011 

Court No.  

Title to Real Estate Involved

Pursuant to K.S.A. §60

NOTICE OF SUIT

STATE OF KANSAS to the above named

Defendants and The Unknown Heirs,

executors, devisees, trustees, credi-

tors, and assigns of any deceased de-

fendants; the unknown spouses of any

defendants; the unknown officers, suc-

cessors, trustees, creditors and as-

signs of any defendants that are

existing, dissolved or dormant corpo-

rations; the unknown executors, ad-

ministrators, devisees, trustees,

creditors, successors and assigns of

any defendants that are or were part-

ners or in partnership; and the un-

known guardians, conservators and

trustees of any defendants that are mi-

nors or are under any legal disability

and all other person who are or may be

concerned:

You are hereby notified that a Peti-

tion has been filed in the District Court

of Stevens County, Kansas by Rocket

Mortgage, LLC f/k/a Quicken Loans,

LLC, praying to foreclose a mortgage

on the following described real estate:

THE NORTH SEVENTY-SEVEN

FEET (N77') OF THE SOUTH ONE

HUNDRED FEET (S100') OF LOT

ONE (1), BLOCK NINETY-NINE (99)

IN THE CITY OF HUGOTON,

KANSAS. Parcel ID No. 095-135-

16-0-40-25-006.00-0-00.  Com-

monly known as 1003 S Adams

St., Hugoton, KS 67951 (“the Prop-

erty”) MS 228661

and all those defendants who have not

otherwise been served are required to

plead to the Petition on or before Octo-

ber 29, 2025 in the District Court of

Stevens County, Kansas.  If you fail to

plead, judgment and decree will be en-

tered in due course upon the request of

plaintiff.

MILLSAP & SINGER, LLC

By: 

Dwayne A. Duncan, #27533

dduncan@msfirm.com

612 Spirit Dr.

St. Louis, MO 63005

(636) 537-0110

(636) 537-0067 (fax)

ATTORNEYS FOR PLAINTIFF

MS 228661.459098 KJFC

MILLSAP & SINGER, LLC IS ATTEMPT-

ING TO COLLECT A DEBT AND ANY IN-

FORMATION OBTAINED WILL BE USED

FOR THAT PURPOSE.

PUBLIC NOTICE

By Judy Parsons
If you own or show horses,

you may know that the
Kansas Department of Agri-
culture updated their regula-
tions related to Coggins test
requirements for the State of
Kansas. Horses that crossed
state lines into Kansas were
required to show a negative
Coggins test result in order to
change ownership, show,
participate in judging con-
tests or other public events.
Now all horses whether in-
state or out-of-state must
show proof of a negative
Coggins test. So, what is the
Coggins test used for?

The Coggins test is a
blood test that tells if the
horse is infected with Equine
Infectious Anemia or EIA.
EIA is an incurable, infec-
tious disease that can affect

all equine species. It is a virus
that destroys red blood cells
and is spread through blood-
to-blood transmission, not
through close proximity or
casual contact. This virus
can be transmitted from an
infected equine to another
equine by biting flies, the use
of unsterilized or contami-
nated medical instruments,
or through a blood transfu-
sion. The transmission area
for biting flies is usually
within a half mile of the in-
fected horse. Incidents are
higher in wet, warm regions
where the biting insects are
more prevalent.

Some clinical signs of a
horse with EIA include fever,
anemia, depression and
edema. Some become
gravely ill and die. Some
horses may not show any

sign of symptoms and are
still a carrier of the disease.
The incubation period for
this disease ranges from one
week to 45 days. Horses
known to be infected are eu-
thanized. All exposed horses
are placed under quarantine
and tested. They are retested
after 60 days.

There are typically only a
small number of EIA cases in
the United States each year.
It is controlled in the U.S. by
regular testing before cross-
ing state lines and/or exhibi-
tions. The test for EIA is the
Coggins test and a certificate
with negative results needs
to be done every 6 months to
one year depending on the
state you are in or going to.

There is no vaccine for
EIA so horse owners need to
prevent infection by follow-

ing these guidelines:
• Fly control
• Use sterile needles

and syringes for all injections
and use of multi-dose bottles

• Disinfect all medical
equipment used between
horses

• Require proof of a
recent negative Coggins test
for new horses entering your
premises

• Participate in events
that require negative Cog-
gins test

• Separate horses that
appear sick

Information Resources:
Kansas Department of Agri-
culture and the Center for
Food Security and Public
Health.

What is Equine Infectious Anemia?

Young people often are
encouraged to participate in
activities that can strengthen
their minds and bodies and
benefit their communities.
Various organizations en-
courage children to become
learners and leaders, includ-
ing the youth development
program 4-H. 

What is 4-H?
This is America’s largest

youth development organi-
zation with a focus on essen-
tial life skills and leadership
abilities. The four “Hs” in the
program’s name refer to mis-
sions involving head, heart,
hands, and health.

Who started 4-H?
The organization began in

Iowa, where it was founded
by school superintendent
Oscar Benson. Benson was a
leader in teaching demon-
strations, and wanted to
share this method of learn-
ing with young people as
much as possible. In 1909, he
was using a three-leaf clover
pin to represent head, heart
and hands as an achieve-
ment award for farm boys
and girls. Benson later

worked with the Office of
Farm Management in the
U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture and brought his clover.
Benson ultimately engi-
neered the first state college-
federal agreement for the
promotion of rural youth
club work.

Is 4-H just for farming 
communities?

While 4-H was originally
conceived to introduce
youth to agricultural work, it
is not exclusively an agricul-
tural organization. 4-H con-
tinues to offer animal and
plant science projects, but
also has expanded to offer a
wide range of programs in
areas like arts and crafts,
civic engagement, STEM,
and healthy living. 4-H now
reaches youth in urban, sub-
urban and rural communi-
ties across the country.
Through the website www.4-
h.org, interested parties can
find their own local 4-H of-
fices to get started. The pro-
gram is delivered by
Cooperative Extension,
which is a community of
more than 100 public univer-
sities across the nation.

Who is eligible for 4-H?
The program is geared to

youth from kindergarten to
one year out of high school
(K-13). Members enroll in
projects that match their
ages and interests. Adult
mentors provide guidance
and support to youth along
the way.

What benefits come from
4-H participation?

The organization says
their life-changing programs
help kids and teens learn
skills and abilities to be re-
silient, adaptable and ready

for work and life. According
to the program, 4-Hers are
more likely to feel compe-
tent, make healthy choices,
contribute positively to their
communities, and feel posi-
tive about their well-being.

In addition to participa-
tion in youth sports, scout-
ing and other organizations,
children and teens can get
involved with 4-H to learn
handy skills that can benefit
them throughout their lives.  

Submitted by Metro Edito-
rial Service.

Fast facts about 4-H

Apple picking pointers

Prior to an apple picking adventure, people can do a little prepa-
ration to ensure the afternoon is fun and fruitful.

Various organizations encourage children to become learners
and leaders, including the youth development program 4-H. 

The Hugoton Hermes accepts Visa, MasterCard, 
Discover and American Express 

If you’re shopping for something 
great keep looking in the Classifieds. 

Every week, you’ll find a great 
selection of items at prices you 

may not find anywhere else. 

Stick With 

the Classifieds The Hugoton Hermes
Classifieds

620-544-4321


