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E d u c a -
tion is 
one of the 
most sig-
n i f i c ant 
building 
blocks in 
a person’s 
life. It 
molds in-
dividuals 

into what they will become 
for the rest of their lives. 
Education develops skills, 
values, and knowledge that 
will serve them throughout 
their lives. The importance 
of education in a student’s 
life is immeasurable, as it 
empowers them to reach 
their full potential, over 
come challenges, and cre-
ate a positive impact in the 
world around them.
Despite the importance of 

education, one aspect re-
mains a challenge for many 
students – regular school 
attendance. The seemingly 
minor act of missing just 
two days of school a month 
can accumulate rapidly, 
creating a significant dis-
ruption to academic prog-
ress. Though it is easy for 
students and parents to 
think that just missing a 
day here or there is not a 
big deal, it can quickly add 
up to significant amounts 
of time in the student’s aca-
demic success. 
Let’s consider the im-

pact of missing two days a 
month. While this might 
seem inconsequential in 

the short term, the conse-
quences compound over 
time. Missing a single 
school day means miss-
ing discussions, lectures, 
and practice that reinforce 
learning. Student’s also miss 
out on peer and teacher in-
teraction, collaboration, 
and problem solving. 
The numbers tell a strik-

ing story and it’s not just 
one day. If a student misses 
two days per month, that’s 
about 20 school days a year. 
The student will miss ap-
proximately 30 hours of 
math over the school year. 
They will miss about 60 
hours of reading and writ-
ing in that year. If this same 
student continues this ha-
bitual act they will miss 
over 1 year of school by the 
time they graduate. In most 
cases, these absences lead 
to gaps in knowledge and 
understanding and make 
it increasingly difficult to 
catch up with peers. Could 
you imagine if we continue 
to think it is just two days of 
school a month? The num-
bers tell a different story. 
While one missed day 

might seem insignificant 
today, the consequences 
stretch far beyond the 
classroom. When students 
miss school regularly, they 
begin to develop poor 
habits that can carry into 
adulthood. Could you 
imagine missing two days 
of work a month? Not only 
would it impact your pay-

check it would most likely 
impact your job. It is im-
portant as adults, parents, 
and educators we teach 
our students the impor-
tance of attendance in ev-
erything we do. Students 
need to understand that 
being dependable, being 
on time, and be present are 
all skills that are taught in 
the school setting, but are 
used throughout the rest of 
their lives. 
When the reasons for 

missing school seem small, 
the long-term impact 
should not be overlooked. 
Regular school attendance 
is the cornerstone of aca-
demic success and personal 
development. We must en-
courage and prioritize reg-
ular attendance to ensure 
that every student has the 
opportunity to thrive. By 
making school attendance 
a priority, we give students 
the tools they need to suc-
ceed in both their academic 
endeavors and in life be-
yond the classroom. 
Regular attendance helps 

students develop a strong 
work ethic, responsibil-
ity, time management, and 
commitment. The next 
time we think it’s just one 
missed school day, let’s re-
member the numbers add 
up quickly and decisions 
today can have a lasting 
impact on our student’s 
lives tomorrow. 
It’s always a great day to 

be a Leopard!

Nikki Flinn
Superintendent 

USD 298

The Leopard Legacy- by Nikki Flinn

The Importance of School Attendance

Legal Notice
(First Published in Lincoln Sentinel-Republican on Wednesday, December 4, 2024)

 NOTICE TO TAXPAYERS
Notice is hereby given that the tax rolls of Lincoln County, Kansas, for the year 2024 have been 

placed in my hands and that I will attend to receiving of taxes in the Lincoln County Treasurer’s 
Office in Lincoln, Kansas, beginning November 1, 2024.

The Lincoln County Treasurer’s Office business hours are 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday through 
Friday for the purpose of receiving taxes charged on the rolls for the year 2024. The law declares 
that each person charged with taxes, real estate, personal or intangible, on the tax rolls in the hands 
of the County Treasurer may, at his or her option, pay the full amount of such tax on or before 
December 20, 2024, or one-half on or before December 20, 2024, and the remaining one-half on 
or before May 10, 2025.  Advance or partial payments will be accepted.
    Leann Johnson, Lincoln County Treasurer

501 S. Santa Fe Ave., Suite 200 | Salina, Kansas 67401
srhc.com | 785-452-7245

SURGICAL EXPERTISE.

The surgeons of Salina Regional Surgical Associates 
are highly skilled in general surgery and trauma care. 
They use the latest advancements in technology, such 
as the da Vinci robotic assisted surgical system, which 
allows for greater precision, control and accuracy, 
resulting in better outcomes and quicker recovery 
for patients.

Surgeries performed by SRSA general surgeons using 
the da Vinci robotic surgical system for both elective 
and acute care, include:  
• hiatal, inguinal and abdominal wall hernias 
• gallbladder 
• colorectal surgery 
• anti-reflux surgery.

SRSA is committed to serving patients throughout 
north-central Kansas, with clinics in Salina, Lindsborg 
and Concordia.

Our general surgeons offer:

• Robotic procedures  
 for gallbladder and  
 colorectal, including  
   colon cancer, anti-reflux 
 surgery, and hernias

• Breast surgery, including  
 breast cancer and breast  
 conservation

• Diagnostic and therapeutic  
 upper endoscopy and  
 colonoscopy

• Thyroid and  
 parathyroid surgery

• Wound care

• Vein procedures

• Trauma and emergent care

Ask your physician for a referral or call 785-452-7245 
to make an appointment.

Stacy Jones, M.D., Leah Speaks, M.D., Jesse Gray, M.D., Justin Klaassen, D.O.

Proverbial wisdom: ‘One kind word 
can warm three winter months.’

By J. Basil Dannebohm
When news begins to 

spread that Jack Frost is 
planning a visit, prudence 
prompts us to prepare. 
Bread, milk, and tissue 
become hot commodities. 
Those who are especially 
vigilant take it a step fur-
ther, purchasing cat litter 
for automobile traction 
and ice melt for slippery 
sidewalks. At some point 
during the latest arctic 
blast, you probably heard 
a great piece of advice: 
“Bring your pets inside.” 
For most of us, our pets are 
like family. Thus, ensuring 
their safety is paramount.
While we rightly have 

concern about the wel-
fare of pets, something 
often overlooked in the 
litany of storm prepared-
ness advice is perhaps the 
most noble: checking in 
on your neighbors. Even 
as the snow is melting and 
clouds give way to sun-
nier skies, the advice is 
still timely. Checking in 
on your neighbors doesn’t 
merely mean making sure 
they have the essentials for 
surviving a snowstorm.
We’ve arrived at the time 

of the year that is some-
times referred to as “the 
bleak midwinter.” These are 
often the coldest months 
with the harshest weather. 
Though the winter solstice 
has passed and the sunsets 
are slowly beginning to ar-
rive later, our hearts are 
growing restless awaiting 
spring’s awakening. This is 
the time of year when even 
the most optimistic people 
sometimes find themselves 
weighed down by the cold 
void of the season.
There’s an old Japanese 

proverb that says, “One 
kind word can warm three 
winter months.” As luck 
would have it, there are 
roughly three months of 
winter remaining.
L e b a n e s e - A m e r i c a n 

writer Kahlil Gibran once 
noted, “Tenderness and 
kindness are not signs of 
weakness and despair, but 
manifestations of strength 
and resolution.”
Kindness is not the same 

as unconditional accep-
tance. It’s a step above tol-
erance and a step below 
love. It has been proven 
remarkably beneficial for 
the health and well-being 
of your body, mind, and 
soul. Kindness can be ex-

uded by anyone, to any-
one. You can demonstrate 
it to friends and strangers 
alike. You can even extend 
kindness to your enemies. 
Likewise, it can be given to 
those with whom you don’t 
agree with politically, who 
profess different creeds, 
hail from a different back-
ground, and even those 
who are from a different 
social status.
In this age of putting forth 

a tough guise, often for the 
sake of perceived self-pres-
ervation, we tend to regard 
kindness as weakness. Pres-
ident Franklin Roosevelt 
echoed Gibran’s wisdom 
when he said, “Human 
kindness has never weak-
ened the stamina or soft-
ened the fiber of a free peo-
ple. A nation does not have 
to be cruel to be tough.”
Just as there is a broad 

definition of kindness, 
it’s similarly worth not-
ing that the term neighbor 
doesn’t exclusively apply to 
the people on your block. 
Perhaps a more fitting 
word would be commu-
nity. Neighbors include 
the people who are often 
overlooked: the shut-ins, 
the sick, the single mom, 
the widow or widower, 
the homesick college stu-
dent, the veteran, the first 
responder. Nobody is im-
mune to the seasonal ef-
fects on the heart and mind 
that tend to accompany 
winter — especially in par-

ticularly polarizing times.
Consider carving out a 

little time to make a phone 
call, sending a handwrit-
ten letter or card, or a little 
thoughtful item to some-
one in your community. 
If you’re a bit more extro-
verted, ask somebody out 
for a cup of coffee or invite 
an overlooked friend to 
dinner. Even the simplest 
act can make a meaningful 
impact. For example, if you 
see somebody in the grocery 
store, go out of your way 
to say hello and genuinely 
inquire how that person is 
doing. Smile and say hello 
to the stranger you pass on 
the street. Just as the defini-
tions of kindness and neigh-
bor are broad, so too are the 
ways you can, as the prov-
erb says, warm the winter 
months for someone.
Take advantage of these 

remaining winter months 
to master the art of giving 
someone a portion of your 
heart rather than a piece of 
your mind. There’s plen-
ty of noise in the world. 
As the classic song goes, 
“What the world needs 
now, is love, sweet love. 
No, not just for some, but 
for every one of us.”
J. Basil Dannebohm is a 

writer, speaker, consultant, 
former legislator and in-
telligencer. His website is 
www.dannebohm.com. He 
writes from the Washington 
DC metro in the Common-
wealth of Virginia.

Legal Notice
(First Published in Lincoln Sentinel-Republican

on Wednesday, January 8, 2025)
IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF
LINCOLN COUNTY, KANSAS

In the Matter of the Estate of    )
      )
DONALD DEAN WOLTING,    )     Case No.: LC-2024-PR-000018
a/k/a Donald D. Wolting, Deceased    ) 
              )
(Pursuant to Chapter 59 K.S.A.         )

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

THE STATE OF KANSAS TO ALL PERSONS CONCERNED:

​You​are​hereby​notified​that​on​December​20,​2024,​a​Petition​
for​Probate​of​Will​and​Issuance​of​Letters​Testamentary​Under​the​
Kansas​Simplified​Estates​Act​was​filed​ in​ this​Court​by​Angela​
Haag, the sole heir and only child of Donald Dean Wolting, a/k/a 
Donald D. Wolting, deceased.

​All​creditors​of​the​above-named​decedent​are​notified​to​exhib-
it​their​demands​against​the​estate​within​four​(4)​months​from​the​
date​of​the​first​publication​of​this​notice,​as​provided​by​law,​and​if​
their​demands​are​not​thus​exhibited,​they​shall​be​forever​barred.

    /s/ Angela Haag, Petitioner  
Submitted​by:
Jeffrey A. Norris, Kan. Sup. Ct. No. 27036
Clark, Mize & Linville, Chartered
129​South​8th,​P.O.​Box​380
Salina, KS  67402-0380
TELE:  (785) 823-6325 - FAX:  (785) 823-1868
janorris@cml-law.com
Attorneys for Estate of Donald Dean Wolting
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