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NOTICE OF BUDGET HEARING
(First Published in Lincoln Sentinel-Republican on Wednesday, August 6, 2025)

State of Kansas
Township

            

Prior Year Actual 2024 Current Year Estimate 2025 Proposed Budget 2026

Fund
General 2,739 1.886 2,800 1.924 9,980 3,500 1.922

  
Totals 2,739 1.886 2,800 1.924 9,980 3,500 1.922

0.000
1.923

Less: Transfers 0 0 0
Net Expenditure 2,739 2,800 9,980
Total Tax Levied 3,500 3,500 xxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Total Assessed Valuation 1,856,757 1,819,750 1,820,884
Township Assessed Valuation Only 1,574,091

Outstanding Indebtedness,
  Jan 1 2023 2024 2025
G.O. Bonds 0 0 0
Other 0 0 0
Lease Purchase Principal 0 0 0
     Total 0 0 0
  *Tax rates are expressed in mills.
**Revenue Neutral Rate as defined by KSA 79-2988

Page No. 6

Joe Coover

Funds Supported by Township and 3rd Class City - Revenue Neutral Rate**

Scott Township

answering objections of taxpayers relating to the proposed use of all funds and the amount of ad valorem tax.

BUDGET SUMMARY
Proposed Budget 2026 Expenditures and Amount of 2025 Ad Valorem Tax establish the maximum limits
of the 2026 budget.  Estimated Tax Rate is subject to change depending on the final assessed valuation.

Treasurer

Detailed budget information is available at Joe Coover Residence and will be available at this hearing.

Expenditures Actual Tax 
Rate* Expenditures Actual Tax 

Rate*
Budget Authority 
for Expenditures

Proposed 
Estimated 
Tax Rate*

Amount of 
2025 Ad 

Valorem Tax

Funds Supported by Township Only - Revenue Neutral Rate**

NOTICE OF BUDGET HEARING

The governing body of

will meet on August 26, 2025 at 7:00 p.m. at Joe Coover Residence, 2090 N 245th Rd, Barnard, KS  for the purpose of hearing and
Lincoln County

Helmer/from page 1___
Due to extensive commu-

nity involvement and lack 
of technical skills she was 
unable to commit the time 
to “build a strong base on 
social media.” This signifi-
cantly tested her business 
acumen. Paradoxically, be-
cause it is a small town, it 
also represented opportuni-
ty, for in a small community 
reputation is everything, and 
word of mouth is the best 
advertisement that money 
can’t buy. The cold, indiffer-
ent internet could not hold 
a candle to the warm, effu-
sive atmosphere of Village 
Lines due in no small part 
and directly attributable to 
its much beloved owner. Be-
cause of her magnanimous 
presence, Marilyn Helmer 
single-handedly held her 
own in competing with the 
internet for customers in an 
era of Amazon.
When asked what custom-

ers value, her answer was 
“the personal touch.” Mari-
lyn recognizes the value of 
her own hospitality, as is 
demonstrably evident in her 
own unique way of “making 
the customer feel important 
because we value them.” 
Shopping at Village Lines 
is always very personal ex-
perience. It is not unusual 
to come in on a quick er-
rand and end up sitting at 
the communal table aptly 
dubbed, ‘The Gathering 
Table’ as Marilyn or Judy, 
her steadfast assistant, serve 
drinks and snacks amidst 
friendly chatter with other 
visitors. And let’s not forget 
the free cookies.
Marilyn has had to come 

to terms with some practical 
realities related to maintain-
ing business at the level she 
once did. She lives 16 miles 
away from her store, down a 
narrow stretch of rural two-
lane highway and is now 83 

years young. 
“I do not drive in bad 

weather and therefore I am 
not open as many hours as 
in the past,” She explained. 
After a serious pancreatic 

attack in 2012, Marilyn was 
diagnosed with Celiac Dis-
ease. Her diagnosis dras-
tically shifted her dietary 
needs. 
“I switched to gluten, dairy 

& preservative-free foods 
that Celiac people need to 
survive. My needs became 
the foundation of ordering 
the foods other people like 
me depend on.” 
Proving her fortitude once 

more, Marilyn turned ob-
stacles into opportunities 
and expanded her product 
line with the aim of serving 
others. 
“I can special order as 

needed and have lower pric-
es than other venues. I know 
my products and give infor-
mation to educate them. I 
advise them and share their 
experiences to help others.” 
That she does, and no one 

else does it quite like her. 
With effort, intention, and 

resolve like hers, the results 
are bound to be impact-
ful and long-lasting. When 
asked how she would quan-
tify her results, she indicated 
as much, stating, “The re-
sults have been strong rela-
tionships with the custom-
ers and vendors; memories 
that have lasted all these 
years, including those who 
were given their first job at 
Village Lines and appreci-
ated having their first job 
with us, many who have re-
turned to share their memo-
ries around ‘The Gathering 
Table,’ and the children who 
came in for cookies.”
It would seem Marilyn 

Helmer defines her results 
not by that which can be 
counted in dollars or cents, 

but by that which she can 
measure in memories, as 
well as her notable success in 
putting our heritage-steeped 
county of Lincoln on the 
radar, and on the map. In 
her own words, “I think I 
brought the community of 
Lincoln, Kansas the knowl-
edge of regional history and 
appreciation of outstanding 
area attractions.” Her legacy 
will outlive her and continue 
as a beacon of light long af-
ter Village Lines is gone. The 
reverberations of her succor 
will forever be felt by Lin-
coln in all its limestone glo-
ry. “What I’m told by people 
is that I’ll never know how 
much I’ve helped people and 
added to the community. I 
was born to do this.”
About the future of her 

store Helmer said, “I plan 
to find the right person who 
understands this market to 
continue when I retire.” 
Her mantra for all busi-

ness owners, including her-
self, echoes exhortations of 
Winston Churchill’s 1941, 
post-World War II address 
to Harrow School students. 
“Never give up.” Reflective 
of how she has lived and run 
her business for close to 40 
years she shares, “I recom-
mend doing what you love 
to do. and were born to do 
that includes or embodies 
encouraging others to find 
what they also were born to 
do.” Selflessness typifies her 
business plan. Focusing her 
efforts on her own store she 
has committed to “Keep do-
ing what we have built. Keep 
on serving others as needed.” 
Even her parting words 

are spoken in an invitation, 
“Come visit Village Lines in 
Lincoln, Kansas.”
Helmer quietly celebrated 

39 years in business at Vil-
lage Lines on August 1, 2025.
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