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McCRACKEN NEWS 

by Carolyn and Shirley

Birthdays: August 13, Michael Morgan, Ashleigh Allen, 
Easton Windholz, Paytyn Dimick; August 14, Matt Pfannen-
stiel, Katherine Kerney, Brian Legleiter; August 15, Brooke 
McClelland; August 16, Kari Groff, Gary Anderson, Leslie 
Underwood, Hattie Enslow, Tena Barber, Silas Albers; Au-
gust 17, Megan Janke, Sharla Albers; August 18, none; Au-
gust 19, Ann Baus, Robin Pfannenstiel, Kerry Desbein, 
Samuel Hurt. 

••• 
Anniversaries: August 13, Tylee and Molly Kerns, Pat and 

Jackie Casey, Nathan and Michelle Swanson; August 15, Ron 
and Janice Rein; August 18, Kyan and Sarah Knight. 

••• 
It was Nicole Fehrenbach’s birthday on Monday. Phyllis 

Conrad brought cherry cheesecake and Becky Foos, Nicole’s 
mother, brought Tiramisu cupcakes for the party. Those at-
tending were Jan North, Twila Higgins, Pat Derr, Phyllis 
Conrad, Carolyn Thompson, Lynn Litson, Sharon George, 
Cathy Sandstrom, Ruth Crawshaw, Debbie Rogers, Susan 
Keith.  

••• 
Memberships to the McCracken Historical Museum in-

clude: Heritage member, Janice Haney, David and Carolyn 
Davenport; Wild Mustang members, Alicia Rues, Patricia 
Derr, Mary Margaret McCormick. Memorials: Al and Arline 
Rues and Rose Rues Diehl from Alicia Rues; Lyle and Midge 
Davenport from David and Carolyn Davenport. 

••• 
Mike, Susan and Shannon Keith, Carolyn Thompson, 

David and Janet Dennis, attended the 40th Wedding Anniver-
sary for Bryan and Susan Pixler at the at Bixler’s Art Barn 
at rural Pratt on Saturday. On Sunday they had a Renewal 
of Vows at Sacred Heart Catholic Church.  

••• 
Our sympathy to the family of Alma Fortin 

Lubbers/Richardson, 95, who died August 2, 2025 in McCook 
Nebraska. David and Janet Dennis and Carolyn Thompson 
attended the Mass on Wednesday for their aunt, August 6 at 
Immaculate Conception Catholic Church in Grinnell. She 
was buried beside her husband David Lubbers in the church 
cemetery. Surviving are her six children and families.  

••• 
Richard Showalter, Jason Showalter and John Horesky 

traveled to Knoxville, Iowa, to attend the Knoxville Nationals 
World of Outlaws sprit car races from August 6-9. 

••• 
History Notes 

1951: Town team basketball played Otis on Saturday. Team 
members include W. Irvin, B. Davis, C. Wilson, T. Schlitter, 
H. Harper, W. Higgins and I. Koerner. Since the draft takes 

men this age, it is hard to hold a team together, Harold 
Harper said. Altar Society officers for the coming year are 
Winifred Gaschler, Eleanor Halbleib, Margaretha Gerritzen 
and Betty Casey. Leonard Dugan will report to the Pentagon 
on April 17. He was a captain before his discharge. Born to 
Mr. and Mrs. Wilfrid Higgins, a son, named Richard Allen 
on June 11, and born to Mr.and Mrs. Lyle Davenport, a son, 
David Paul, July 3, at Hadley. Dr. F. K. Bowser will open an 
office in the McCracken Hotel every Tuesday and Thursday 
afternoon. Jean McCormick and August Schutte were mar-
ried November 19, in St. Mary’s Church. Mr. and Mrs. Jesse 
Barnes were attendants. Bill Moran has arrived from Camp 
Ord, California to spend Christmas here. McCracken Grade 
School enrollment 119, high school enrollment 37.  

••• 
News from Pat Petz 

My mom certainly had many of us worried throughout the 
last two weeks. She was so sick, but thankfully by the end of 
this week she's doing much better. DeWayne and Vicky 
stayed with her last weekend until Tuesday.  

I had a dental appointment in Hays on Monday and then 
picked up some supplies. I went home and went through all 
of my mail that had accumulated throughout the last couple 
of weeks, washed some clothes and repacked for the upcom-
ing week. I stayed with Mom again from Tuesday through 
Friday morning.  

Since Mom was doing better on Friday, I left for Liberal 
for the 5 State Fair Home & Craft Show. After I was all set 
up, several friends and I left for supper at the Brickhouse, a 
well known barbecue restaurant.  

Saturday, my daughter, Angie, and my grandson, Grant, 
came from McPherson, to stay with Mom over the weekend. 
They had a nice visit with her and enjoyed seeing Mom's im-
provement from last week. 

My craft show was Saturday and Sunday. Although it was-
n't a great show, I enjoyed visiting with my customers, meet-
ing new vendors, and enjoyed chatting with my vendor 
friends that I've known over the years. It's hard to believe 
that in July, I started my 22nd year of selling magnetic jew-
elry. I guess if you enjoy your job, you stick with it as long 
as you can!  

Sunday morning, I attended Mass at St. Anthony's 
Catholic Church. The stained glass windows that surround 
the church really amaze me. They are so beautiful! 

Since the show was over at 4, I was able to start packing 
my extra supplies early, and then my friends from Dodge 
City helped me load my van. It was nice to get home before 
the darkness set in. Liberal is such a long drive. Two calls 
to my daughter and my mom, made the trip go much faster. 

I have a few appointments this week, but hopefully it won't 
be quite as busy or stressful. I'm hoping you all have a great 
new week! 

INSIGHT WITH EXTENSION 
Barntalk: Testing Bales 

by Jared Petersilie, Agriculture Agent 
Walnut Creek Extension District 

By the time you are reading this, all 3 fairs for the Wal-
nut Creek District will be ‘in the books.’ That means 
school is not far off for the majority and while we have 
had many hot days, we’ve had plenty of humidity to go 
along with it. Moisture continues to be spotty and 
streaky, but everyone has received something. Bales are 
a common sight around the area and there are definitely 
more to come. As you move and stack those bales, keep 
in mind that a nutrient analysis will go a long way to 
keeping these high priced critters happy and healthy. 

If drought stress is prevalent in the forage sorghums, 
keeping the knives or sickles up 6-8” will help keep the Ni-
trates in the field and not in the bale. A little extra stub-
ble will also help get some regrowth late this summer 
and into this fall. Nitrogen is a building block for protein, 
so a little ‘N’ in the feed is not a bad thing, but a little 
too much means we have some headaches to work thru. 

We typically keep analysis bags for Servi-Tech (Dodge 
City), SDK (Hutchinson) and MidWest Labs (Omaha 
based) on hand. Each lab runs tests a little differently 
and reports their findings a little differently too, but the 
data at the end is relatively the same. Each lab provides 
results that are just as good as the sample that was sent 
in. This is why stopping in to check out a bale probe is 
important… we want very random samples from a wide 
cross sampling of bales. If you swathed and baled with 
the contour (terraces) or swathed the drought stressed 
feed separately from the ‘big stuff’ then we might rec-
ommend two or more tests.  

Over the last several years, we have a renewed aware-
ness of Nitrates, but we also need to be cognizant of Prus-
sic Acid (both for haying and grazing). If you have 
worked to prepare a ‘good’ sample for analysis for nitrate 
testing, then take it one small step further and get a nu-
trient analysis as well. This will tell us what TDN (total 
digestibly nutrients), DM (dry matter), CP (crude pro-
tein), ADF/NDF (Fibers), and just as important is what 
the energy numbers for maintenance, milk, and growth 
are. When balancing rations, the net energy (NE) avail-
ability is critical. This is why a pound or two of corn or 
milo (starch) every day or every few days makes a huge 
difference in a cows’ Body Condition Score.  

Many producers pride themselves on not feeding grain 
to the cows, but with the current grain prices relative to 
the cattle prices, its the cheapest and most efficient way 
to not only boost their nutrition but to actually feed in 
some quantity if equipped to do so. 

If the feed to be tested is alfalfa, then we can get RFV 
(relative feed value) or RFQ (relative feed quality) re-
sults. These numbers are very helpful in marketing hay, 
but are not used in balancing rations. Grass type forages 
can get an RFV, but its not useful to marketing or to ra-
tions. When checking the boxes on the bag, be sure to ask 
what each option means and if its something you can use. 

Another tid-bit of information: Blister Beetles are 
swarming. They are not new by any means, but they are 
showing up in places that we have not typically seen 
them before. If you have horses or are sourcing alfalfa 
for horses, please be vigilant. Deciphering the test re-
sults is a conversation for another episode, but visit your 
local extension office for help in determining what tests 
are needed and how to use the results. 
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