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A federal judge has sent Attorney
General Kris Kobach’s lawsuit against
Pfizer over the marketing of its CO-
VID-19 vaccine back to a state court.

Kobach originally filed the lawsuit in
June 2024 against Pfizer in Thomas
County District Court alleging viola-
tions of the Kansas Consumer Protec-
tion Act. Pfizer removed the case to fed-
eral court in Wichita, but it will go back
to Thomas County unless an appeals
court reverses the decision.

“This case belongs in state court,”
wrote U.S. District Judge Daniel Crab-
tree in a May 14 decision. He said of Pfiz-
er’s three arguments for federal jurisdic-
tion that “none persuade the court that
it has the power to adjudicate this case.”

Pfizer filed a notice of appeal to the
10th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals the
same day.

“This victory is the first step in bring-
ing justice to the Kansans who were
misled by the false statements made by
Pfizer regarding the health risks of its
COVID vaccine,” Kobach said in a state-
ment. “The case will now proceed in
state court, which is where a claim un-
der the Kansas Consumer Protection
Act belongs.”

Crabtree summarized the case as: “In
a nutshell, plaintiff’s suit alleges that
defendant waged a misinformation
campaign by promoting ‘false, mislead-
ing, and deceptive’ statements about its
COVID-19 vaccine and its efficacy.” Pfiz-
er maintained in court documents that
it developed and sold “to the govern-
ment a safe and effective COVID-19 vac-
cine.”

The attorney general’s office has
been assisted on the case by the James
Otis Law Group, a firm that Kobach con-
tracted with after issuing a request for
proposals on a secretive pharmaceuti-
cal case. That St. Louis-based law firm
was the only bidder to respond to the
RFP. It was founded by Dean John
Sauer, who is now the U.S. solicitor gen-
eral.

The law firm’s contract sets a 20%
contingency fee, and the state is re-
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“In a nutshell, plaintiff’s

suit alleges that defendant
waged a misinformation
campaign by promoting
‘false, misleading, and
deceptive’ statements about
its COVID-19 vaccine and its
efficacy.”

U.S. District Judge Daniel Crabtree

sponsible for certain costs and ex-
penses of the litigation.

When he announced the lawsuit in
June, Kobach declined to say whether
he had gotten the Pfizer vaccine.

“Whether I've received the vaccina-
tion is irrelevant to the lawsuit,” he said.
“It’s not about me. It’s about the state-
ments that were made to the people of
Kansas.”

Jason Alatidd is a Statehouse report-
er for The Topeka Capital-Journal. He
can be reached by email at jala-
tidd@gannett.com. Follow him on X
@Jason_Alatidd.
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BY GREAT DAY IMPROVEMENTS

Call Now for Your FREE Estimate!

785.392.6178

SCAN ME FOR A
FREE ESTIMATE

OVER 500,000 HAPPY CUSTOMERS

*This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. The following persons are not
eligible for this offer: employees of Leafguard or affiliated companies or entities, their
immediate family members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation
within the past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Previous/
future purchases are not eligible for a discount or sale price adjustment. Sales tax does
not qualify for discount. This offer cannot be combined with any other sale, promotion,
discount, code, coupon and/or offer. This promotion has no cash value. Leafguard
reserves the right to end any promotion at any time without notice. Offer ends 5/31/25.
Al participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product consultation
and choose to make a purchase will receive a $50 VISA card. Retail value is $50. Offer
sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures,
sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over
18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner, both cohabitating persons
must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have a photo ID and
be legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this
offer: employees of Company or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family
members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the past 12
months and all current and former Company customers. Card may not be extended,
transferred, or substituted except that Company may substitute a card of equal or
greater value if it deems it necessary. Card will be mailed to the participant via first class
United States Mail or e-mailed within 30 days of receipt of the promotion form provided
at presentation. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any
kind. Offer not sponsored or promoted by VISA and is subject to change without notice
prior to reservation. Except in the states of MD, NY and DC, where the gift card offer
is limited to $25. Offer not available in the states of CA, IN, PA and MI. Expires 5/31/25.
**For all financing information visit https:/www.leafguard.com/finance

Anyone can say
they can fix it.
Only we guarantee it.

Basement Waterproofing

When it comes to basement, foundation, or crawl space repair,
this is what confidence looks like:
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Foundation Repair

Crawl Space Encapsulation

Get up to
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off your home repair job*

100%
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If you need help, don’t wait. Call SafeBasements today
and schedule your free estimate.

Angi

Schedule your free inspection:

(785) 289-9814

Certain terms and conditions apply. Ask your Foundation Specialist for details.
*5% off any job over $3,500, with a max discount of $500. Ask your Foundation Specialist for details. Must present this ad at the time of estimate.
Cannot be combined with other offers. Offer expires 05/31/2025




