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 Representatives of the Southeast Kansas Regional Planning Commission and the Kansas Department of Com-
merce visited the USD 506 home construction site in Bartlett on Friday as part of the KDOC’s statewide tour of busi-
nesses and entities who have received state assistance. USD 506 received $100,000 through a Community Devel-
opment Block Grant for youth job training. Under the program, Labette County High School students have spent 
the past year building a new residential home in Bartlett. KDOC o�  cials toured more than 20 places across Kan-
sas last week to learn how their state dollars are being put to use at the local level. Representatives of USD 506 
joined KDOC o�  cials on the tour of the Bartlett property.   (Photo courtesy of Kansas Department of Commerce)

State officials tour USD 506 
construction site at Bartlett

By Marna Taylor
Labette Avenue

Amy Wilkinson will succeed long-

time Chetopa City Clerk Toni Crum-

rine beginning today, May 1.

Amy McKibbon Wilkinson has 

been a Chetopa native all of her life. 

She graduated from Chetopa High 

School and later married her Ju-

nior High School sweetheart, Lucas 

Wilkinson. 

She worked at the Labette Coun-

ty Courthouse as a payroll clerk for 

three years before beginning at the 

City of Chetopa for three years as As-

sistant City Clerk. 

Amy and her husband Lucas have 

two adult children, daughter, Darci 

and her husband, Rogan and son, 

Damon. Darci and Rogan have three 

grandchildren (Trevor 7, Blakleigh 2, 

and Cohen 5 months). Amy attends 

Community Bible Church. Every 

game which their grandson, Trevor 

plays as his grandparents looking on.

“I am looking forward to mov-

ing Chetopa in a positive direction. 

I want to make a difference in my 

hometown and help to make us all 

proud,” said Amy.

Amy Wilkinson tabbed to 
become city clerk for Chetopa

Amy McKibbon Wilkinson

Many friends 
turn out to honor

retiring Toni Crumrine

Toni Crumrine poses with Happy Retirement banner at reception

It’s the most talked about subject 

in farm and ranch country --- tariffs.

On April 2, President Donald 

Trump declared that foreign trade 

and economic practices have cre-

ated a national emergency, and his 

order imposes responsive tariffs to 

strengthen the international eco-

nomic position of the United States 

and protect American workers.

According to WhiteHouse.gov, 

Trump is invoking his authority un-

der the International Emergency 

Economic Powers Act of 1977 to ad-

dress the national emergency posed 

by the large and persistent trade 

defi cit that is driven by the absence 

of reciprocity in trade relationships 

and other harmful policies like cur-

rency manipulation and exorbitant 

value-added taxes perpetuated by 

other countries.

Trump will impose an individual-

ized reciprocal higher tariff on the 

countries with which the U.S. has the 

largest trade defi cits. Those coun-

tries include China, Mexico, Canada, 

and European Union. All other coun-

tries will continue to be subject to 

the original 10% tariff baseline. This 

took effect on  April 9.

In China’s case, the goods import-

ed from that country face a 54% tar-

iff rate as a result of the reciprocal 

rate of 34% on top of existing 20% 

rates.

It should be noted countries also 

charge tariffs for products that come 

from the U.S. and many have indicat-

ed they will also impose additional 

tariffs on American products.

As expected, many in agriculture 

have diverse views. Grain farmers 

depend on global markets, and they 

are concerned tariffs will hurt sales.

Mark Nelson, director of com-

modities at the Kansas Farm Bureau, 

who was a presenter on Kansas State 

University’s Winning the Game we-

binar on April 2 spoke briefl y about 

tariffs and potential on crop produc-

ers. The webinar was before Trump’s 

announcement.

Tariffs are a tax,” Nelson said. 

“Economic theory suggests that the 

effi cient use of resources, plus trade, 

results in greater prosperity for all.”

In the short run the uncertainty 

and concern over retaliatory tariffs 

can negatively impact perceptions 

of the U.S. economy and commodity 

prices, he said.

In the long run, Nelson believes 

it will be a negative for agricultural 

trade.

“The U.S. is demonstrating that 

we are an unreliable source, and our 

trading partners, as we speak, are 

working on infrastructure and forg-

ing agreements and relationships 

with our competitors.”

China has now opened improved 

docks on both coasts South Ameri-

ca, he said. China has spent money 

to help the Brazilian government 

dredge and widen the Amazon River 

so the Chinese can get their big tank-

ers farther up the river.

The Chinese have an agreement 

with Brazil to accept Brazilian grain 

sorghum, Nelson said. Five years 

ago, China did not accept grain sor-

ghum from Brazil.

Leaders in the American Farm 

Bureau Federation and National 

Farmers Union voiced concern 

about the impact on the bottom lines 

of farmers and ranchers and they 

urged quick resolution.

Tariffs are
still taxes

say farmers
in Kansas

The second half 2024 Tax Dead-

line is Saturday, May 10.   If you paid 

your fi rst half on/by Dec. 20, your 

second half payments may be paid 

on-line at http://www.kansas.gov/

propertytax or you can mail the pay-

ment to Labette County Treasurer, 

PO Box 388, Oswego KS 67356.

Mailing them on Saturday, May 

10, is not considered being paid late, 

as we accept postmark date.If you 

did not pay the fi rst half of your 2024 

tax, you must fi rst call the treasurer’s 

offi ce at 620-795-2918 ext. 2 or 4 to 

get the interest amount that will be 

Harvest House in downtown Os-

wego is hosting Food Truck Friday 

and Saturday. Food trucks are usu-

ally open from 11 a.m. until 7 p.m 

(or until sold out or advertised). 

Food truck for Fridays: May 2: Out-

siders Tacos; May 9: Skinny Hen; 

May 16: Bacon Me Krazy. Watch 

Harvest House Facebook page for 

updates on food trucks.

Oswego High School Cheer Team 

is having a Spaghetti Dinner Fun-

draiser this Saturday, May 3 from 

5:30 to 7:30 p.m., or until sold 

out at Oswego High School, 1501 

Tomahawk Trail. The dinner menu 

includes: Spaghetti, Garlic Bread, 

Green Beans and dessert, there is 

a minimum $10 donation; tea and 

water provided. All proceeds will 

benefi t the OHS Cheer Squad. The 

fundraiser is help for their summer 

camp fees; along with learning new 

things at camp, OHS cheer will be 

competing against other teams and 

have the opportunity to tryout for 

the All American Cheer team. 

Bingo this Saturday, May 3 at 1 

p.m. at the Oswego Senior Center. 

At the Labette County Fair-

grounds, last week 350-tons of sand 

was spread and worked in the are-

na area. 

The Oswego Indians Archery 

Team thanks everyone who pur-

chased ribs for their archery fun-

draise. Their goal was to sell 100 

racks of ribs and they sold 200. It 

was very much appreciated.

  

Regional Vet Service in Oswego 

will be closed Saturday, May 3.

Chetopa City Library has new 

hours. Hours are: Monday:12-5 

p.m.; Tuesday: Closed; Wednesday: 

12-5 p.m.; Thursday: 12-5 p.m.; and 

Friday: 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.; Closed: Sat-

urday and Sunday. The library is 

located at 409 Maple; their phone 

number is 620-236-7194.

Free food and clothing every 

Tuesday 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., at the 

Oswego Christian Church. 

Men’s Breakfast will be held Sat-

urday, May 3 at the First Baptist in 

Oswego, starting at 7:30 a.m., all 

men welcomed.

Oswego Spring City Wide Garage 

Sales is Saturday, May 3.

USD 505 Chetopa is hosting a re-

tirement party for Mike Ferraro on 

Sunday, May 4 at 2 p.m., in the new 

gym at Chetopa Schools, 430 Elm 

Street, Chetopa.

West Mineral Eagles 918 is hold-

ing a benefi t dinner for Dan Groves 

on Saturday, May 10. Dinner is to 

be served at 1 p.m., until gone. The 

menu is Chicken fried steak, with 

mashed potatoes, gravy and a veg-

etable. Cost is $15 per plate. There 

will be a dessert and item auction 

following the dinner. Members and 

guests are welcome. 

Happy Anniversary to Kevin and 

Rochelle Sheddrick of Oswego on 

May 4.

Taxes due May 10

Members of the Oswego community enjoyed their Senior Luncheon last Friday in the Family Life Center of the Os-
wego Assembly of God. Pork tenderloin was the featured menu item plus sides, and there was plenty of visiting to 
make the day a pleasure one.                                                    (Photo by Penny Addis)

Senior luncheon draws neighborly crowd

The  Bartlett  Communi-

ty Church will host a Sunday Country 

Breakfast on Sunday, May 4. Break-

fast  will be served from 7:30-9:30 

a.m. The all-you-can-eat breakfast 

buffet menu will feature home-

made sausage gravy served with 

biscuits,  hash browns, scrambled 

eggs, egg casseroles, ham, sausage, 

fresh fruit, breakfast sweets, donuts, 

homemade cinnamon rolls, coffee, 

juice, and milk. Donations will be 

accepted to support the ministry 

and mission work of the church. The 

public is invited to attend. 

Carryout will be available for 

those that do not want to dine 

in.  The church is located at 712 

Main on the south side of Bartlett. In 

case of severe weather conditions, 

you can call 620-423-1789 or 620-

778-4635 to check for cancellation.

Bartlett plans its monthly breakfast on Sunday

BY ANDY TAYLOR
chronicle@taylornews.org

INDEPENDENCE — U.S. Rep. 
Derek Schmidt, R-Kansas, last Fri-
day got a front-row seat to Mont-
gomery County’s plans to improve 
access in and around the Bartlett 
Soybean Processing Plant south of 
Cherryvale.

Schmidt conferred with Jonathan 
Booe, Montgomery County admin-
istrator, and Brandon Beurskens, 
Montgomery County public works 
director, about Montgomery Coun-
ty’s federal grant application for the 
transportation improvement pro-
posal near the Bartlett plant.

The grants is being sought 
through the U.S. Department of 
Transportation’s Better Utilizing 
Investments to Leverage Devel-

opment, or BUILD, Discretionary 
Grant program.

Under Montgomery County’s 
plan, county road 4400, which north 
of the Bartlett plant and Republic 
Services landfill, would be expand-
ed from its junction at U.S. 160 
highway and laid with concrete to 
accommodate the volume of trucks 
for not only the break plant but also 
the landfill.

Meanwhile, county road 5300, 
which is a north-south dead end 
road that serves as a entry for the 
soybean plant and the access point 
for the Republic landfill would be ex-
tended beyond the landfill entrance 
and connect with the expanded 
county road 4400 to the north.

County road 5300 also would be 
expanded and built with a concrete 
surface to accommodate the heavy 
truck traffic utilizing both plants, 
Booe said.

However, the road improvements 
are not intended solely for Bartlett 
or the Republic Services facilities. 
Azure SAF of Canada has already 
eyed a property directly north of the 
Bartlett plant as a possible location 
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Schmidt gets view of road project near Barlett plant

CHS Senior 
Awards Night 

to be held 
Wednesday
CHERRYVALE — Cherry-

vale High School seniors are 
on the countdown toward 
graduation.

Leading up to commence-
ment on Saturday, May 10 
will be Senior Awards Night, 
which will be held at 6 p.m., 
Wednesday, May 7 in the 
Cherryvale Middle-High 
School Gymnasium.

Scholarships and awards 
will be given to graduating 
seniors.

The presentation of the 
“class cane,” which is among 
the oldest traditions in Mont-
gomery County, will be held 
at the ceremony.

The second half of the 
2024 real estate, personal 
property, 16/20M truck, gas, 
oil, and watercraft taxes are 
due by Saturday, May, 10.  

Because the 10th is on a 
Saturday, the deadline has 
been extended until Monday, 
May 12, 2025.  

The taxes are payable at 
the County Treasurers Office 
at the Courthouse, Indepen-
dence, the Coffeyville Auto 
Tag Office, 128 W. 8th, or by 
mail.  

A postmark of May 12 will 
be accepted.

For additional informa-
tion, contact the Montgomery 
County Treasurer’s office at 
620-330-1100.  

Property tax 
payment 

deadline is 
extended

U.S. Rep. Derek Schmidt (right) gets an overview from Jonathan Booe, Montgomery County administrator, of a 
more than $15 million road project that is planned for county road 4400 and county road 5300 near the Bartlett 
Soybean Processing Plant and Republic Services Landfill. Montgomery County is seeking a federal grant to pay 
for a majority of the project.    ANDY TAYLOR / MONTGOMERY COUNTY CHRONICLE

Upgrades to county roads 
4400, 5300 needed to 

accommodate heavy truck 
traffic near Bartlett plant, 

adjacent landfill 

• see SCHMIDT, page xx

BY RUDY TAYLOR
rudy@taylornews.org

CANEY — A Caney family has returned from a 
trip to Disney World and other thrilling sights in 
Orlando, Fla.

It was a special event made possible through 
Make-A-Wish Missouri and Kansas. Making the trip 
were Adam Smith, Brandi Smith, Christian Franklin, 
Kaydence Franklin and the one who was the center 
of excitement — Candace Smith, age 10. Dozens of 
other children in like circumstances also made the 
trip.

Candace, a fourth grade student at Lincoln Memo-
rial Elementary School, is confined to a wheelchair, 
the victim of a rare genetic disease called Friedrich’s 
Ataxia (FA). The disease progressively damages the 
nervous system and causes movement issues. 

But nothing slowed Candace as the family took 
their trip to Disney World last week. 

Her sister, Christian, wrote the following about 
the trip:

“Candace is a thrill seeker and finder of fun. Most 
of all, Candace is a roller coaster junkie! She took us 
on almost every thrill ride they had at Disney World. 

“She had so many favorite rides and experiences. 
I’m so thankful to have been on this trip of a life-
time. The smiles I saw were some I had never seen 
before.

“My favorite moment was when we rode the 
Avatar ride. I looked at Candace and saw her realize 
that she was riding on the back of a Banshee soaring 
over waterfalls and down cliffs. The smile on her 

face was huge.
“That small fleeting moment of happiness on her 

face will forever be with us. She may never feel the 
wind in her hair as she rides a bike down a hill, but 
she was given something more than that, pure mag-
ic. 

“Thank you so much to the donors who made this 
moment possible for her.”

The group stayed at Give Kids the World Village 
which provides a place for kids to spend time with 
various events, eating unlimited ice cream — even 
for breakfast — a Halloween party, Christmas and 
even a birthday party for their mascot. 

In addition to all the events and rides at Disney 
World, kids get to enjoy riding a few slower rides 
like a carousel and a giant swing. The rides were 
handicap accessible. 

There was a zero entry swimming pool, which 
Candace loved, and a splash pad, as well as a cafete-
ria for fun foods. 

This took a lot of pressure off the families as they 
did not have to leave to get food or find entertain-
ment. The village is run primarily by volunteers.

They enjoyed the bigger events such as Tron, Sev-
en Dwarfs Mine Train, Expedition Everest, Avatar 
Flight of Passage, Guardians of the Galaxy: Cosmic 
Rewind, the Twilight Zone Tower of Terror, Star 
Wars: Rise of the Resistance, Slinky Dog Dash and 
Mickey and Minnie’s Runaway Railway.

Candace is the daughter of Adam Smith and Bran-
di Smith. Kaydence Franklin is a niece who is in the 
fifth grade, and Christian Franklin is a sister.

Where dreams come true: (Left to right) 
Christian Franklin, Kaydence Franklin, 
Matt Smith, Brandi Smith and Cadence 
Smith (in front) at the Magic Kingdom at 
DisneyWorld in Orlando, Fla.

Caney family finds where dreams do come true

INDEPENDENCE — A 
plaque to recognize an early 
Independence resident who 
was a national leader in the 
National Society Daughters 
of the American Revolution, 
(NSDAR), will be held on Sat-
urday at the Abbey Mausole-
um at Mount Hope Cemetery.

Members of the Esther 
Lowrey Chapter of the Na-
tional Society Daughters of 
the American Revolution, 
(NSDAR), will hold the plaque 
dedication ceremony at 1 
p.m. to honor Sarah Eliza-
beth Guernsey.

Guernsey was born in 1860 
in Salem, Ohio, the daughter 

of Reverend Daniel P. Mitch-
ell. Sarah’s family moved to 
Leavenworth, Kan., when 
her father became pastor of 
a church there. At the age of 
16 she began her career as a 
school teacher and was even-
tually elevated to the position 
as principal of the Indepen-
dence High School. 

Later, after her marriage 
to George Thatcher Guernsey, 
a successful Independence 
banker, she became president 
of the Independence School 
Board. When the Ladies’ Li-
brary Society was formed, 
Mrs. Guernsey was its presi-
dent, and through its efforts 

the Independence Public Li-
brary was founded.

Her most important work, 
however, was with the Na-
tional Society Daughters of 
the American Revolution. 
Guernsey was one of the 
charter members of the Es-
ther Lowrey Chapter in 1905, 
and served as its Regent. Lat-
er, after many years of faithful 
service, she became the State 
Regent of Kansas from 1909-
17, and again from 1921-23. 
In April 1917, she was elect-
ed President General of the 
National Society Daughters of 
the American Revolution.

Guernsey died in Indepen-

dence on Feb. 28, 1939 at the 
age of 78. 

The NSDAR is one of the 
nation’s largest women’s 
volunteer organizations. Its 
members can trace their lin-
eages back to a Patriot An-
cestor who aided in Ameri-
ca’s fight for independence. 
It is a nonprofit and nonpolit-
ical organization for women 
of all ages and backgrounds. 
The NSDAR has three main 
mission areas of Historical 
Preservation, Education, and 
Patriotism. Members volun-
teer countless hours serving 
active-duty military, veter-
ans, and children of all ages. 

Guernsey’s life to be recognized with plaque dedication

Sarah Guernsey 

Wit & Wisdom
from Will Rogers

From the Will Rogers Museum in Claremore, Oklahoma

“The taxpayers are sending congress-
men on expensive trips abroad. It 

might be worth it except they keep 
coming back.”


