
WWiitthh  nneexxtt  FFrriiddaayy  bbeeiinngg  tthhee  FFoouurrtthh  ooff  JJuullyy,,  TThhee
EErriiee  RReeccoorrdd  wwiillll  lliikkeellyy  bbee  pprriinntteedd  aa  ddaayy  eeaarrllyy
nneexxtt  wweeeekk,,  tthhoouugghh  aass  ooff  pprreessss  ttiimmee  tthhiiss  wweeeekk,,
tthhaatt  hhaass  nnoott  bbeeeenn  ccoonnffiirrmmeedd..  IIff  yyoouu  hhaavvee  aannyy--
tthhiinngg  ffoorr  nneexxtt  wweeeekk’’ss  eeddiittiioonn,,  pplleeaassee  ssuubbmmiitt  iitt
MMoonnddaayy,,  JJuunnee  3300..  IIff  yyoouu  hhaavvee  qquueessttiioonnss,,  pplleeaassee
eemmaaiill  eerriieerreeccoorrdd@@hhoottmmaaiill..ccoomm  oorr  ccaallll  ((662200))  224444--

66003300  ((vvooiicceemmaaiill  ddooeessnn’’tt  aallwwaayyss  wwoorrkk))..
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FIVE YEARS AGO
ERIE PARK COMMITTEE CONTINUES EFFORTS

TO BRING DINOS TO CITY ~ The Erie Park Committee
continues to work on raising funds to move the dinosaur struc-
tures to Erie.

The Erie Community Foundation will manage donations and
all funds designated to the Erie Dinosaur Park and are tax de-
ductible.

“It has been a great collaborative effort,” said Cindy
Friedrich, park committee chair. “It is great to see the support
we are getting.”

10 YEARS AGO
NEW BATH HOUSE BEING CONSTRUCTED AT

FAIRGROUNDS FOR THIS SUMMER’S COUNTY
FAIR ~ Recent minutes from local 4-H clubs and FCE groups
have shown information on a new bath house to be constructed
at the Neosho County Fairgrounds. The project, which has been
approved by the Neosho County Fair Board, recently broke
ground and is hoped to be completed by the time the Neosho
County Fair starts in July.Plans show the facility, which is
handicap accessible and air conditioned, to contain two show-
ers, one on each side, with on-demand hot water providing an
area at the grounds to prepare or cleanup before/after the day’s
events. The cost of the project is approximately $30,000.

25 YEARS AGO
HISTORICAL SOCIETY HAS MEETING IN NEW

BUILDING ~Mem-Erie Historical Society met Monday night
in the building they are purchasing to be used as a museum.
The meeting was spent deciding on items that are needed to
begin the project.

Anyone having tables, antiques they would be willing to
donate, or glass cases to protect items, contact Ruth McKinney.
She will have them picked up.

The Society is selling rustic barn wood picture frames. Con-
tact Jim Beech or Tom Burress to place orders for specific
sizes.

BANK TO OPEN IN NEW BUILDING MONDAY ~ It
has been announced that the Commercial Bank will officially
be open for business in its new location at 222 S. Main, Erie,
Monday, May 23, at 8:30 a.m.

Tuesday, May 24, a ribbon cutting ceremony is planned to
start at 9:30 a.m. with refreshments to follow. Everyone is in-
vited to attend the ceremony. A formal open house will be an-
nounced at a later date.

50 YEARS AGO
JOHN WRIGHT TOURING WITH FLEET BAND ~

Musician Third Class John Wright of Erie, son of Mr. and Mrs.
J. E. Wright, is a member of the Commander Cruiser-Destroyer
Force Pacific Fleet Band, which has been on a western Pacific
tour since February. To date, they have made 166 separate per-
formances.

On April 29, the band gave a performance aboard the Navy
hospital ship USS Sanctuary for Marine and Army patients and
the offices, nurses and crew members. Many of the patients had
been wounded ashore quite recently.

75 YEARS AGO
ERIE’S OLDEST BUILDING IS TORN DOWN ~

Erie’s oldest building and the first building erected on the pres-
ent townsite, was torn down last week by Earl Beeler, who re-
cently purchased this corner site. Mr. Beeler expects to erect a
large garage building and warehouse on this corner when build-
ing material is available.

The ancient landmark, known as the Tibby building, was
erected back in 1868 by J. H. Bivin, father of John Bivin of this
city, for Mr. and Mrs. John Tibby, who operated a small store
there. Following Mr. Tibby’s death, his widow continued the
operation of the store and also had a military shop in in con-
nection and many of Erie’s older women were “Aunt” Tibby’s
regular customers for the latest in hats in the pioneer days.

After building the Tibby store building, Mr. Bivin erected a
hotel building for the late Judge J. A. Wells across the street
where the Ford garage building now owned by the creamery
stands. This building, now owned by Ira White, was moved to
lots just north of the courthouse several years ago, when the
garage building was constructed.

100 YEARS AGO
ERIE’S OWN HEROES RETURNING TO THE ‘LIT-

TLE OLD TOWN’ ~ The boys are home. And maybe you
think the “Little Old Town” is not proud of every single one of
them. And say, man, but they are sure looking fine. Quick step,
tanned from real service, bright eye, all the pictures of youth
and happiness. Yes, Erie’s hero lads are home.

It’s been a great, great fight and our boys won. Many a
weary and trying hour have these sons of Erie spent and many
times they have entered the steps of death, but they have all -
with just one exception - emerged from these battles and hor-
rors with their lives and health. Poor Old George, good scout
and true blue American lad, is the only Erie boy left behind,
and under the soil and daisies at Baluney Hill, George Hen-
dricks sleeps, and there he represents the only supreme sacrifice
made by the “Little Old Town.”

Chicken & Pesto Wrap

Butterfly
Shrimp

DRINKS ARE ON THE HOUSE
D’Angelo’s Pizzeria
SATURDAY, MAY18th
Enjoy a free drink with any dine-in,

carry out or delivery!
Sponsored by Erie Federated Church

City Council
FROM FRONT PAGE

“I have had a lot of compli-
ments,” Thompson said.

“A lot feeling more secure ,
seeing the vehicles here and
about,” Friedrich added.

Mayoral Appointments
Each year, the mayor makes

numerous appointments which
require approval by simply ma-
jority of the council.

Those appointments and
designations made Monday
night included:

• Buddy Stark at superinten-
dent; Cynthia Lero as clerk,
John R. Phillips as treasurer;
Thomas Mikulka as municipal
judge; Jim Keath as interim po-
lice chief; Jeff Bohrer, fire
chief; Seth Jones and Jacob
Bielenberg, city attorneys; and
Lyle Hurst, zoning administra-
tor.

• The Erie Record was des-
ignated as primary city newspa-
per with The Chanute Tribune
as contingent newspaper.

• Gayle Ballard and Larry
Simmons were re-appointed to
the planning commission, join-
ing Linda Noakes, Lucy Wal-
ters, Seth Jones and Harold
Dunning.

• Jill Martin and Lori
Zeigenbein were re-appointed
to the library board, joining Jim
Carlson, Karen Barger, Connie
Campbell, LeNoir Rowland and
Emily Coover.

• Jack Kennedy and Christ
Dillinger were re-appointed to
the recreation commission,
joining Jennifer Ewan, Jenny
DeMeritt and Denise Reissig.

• Everett Shrum and Mike
McGuire were re-appointed to

the zoning appeal board, joining
Jim McVay, Bruce Mullen and
Jim Carlson.

• The entire park board/tree
committee was either re-ap-
pointed or replaced. The coun-
cil re-appointed Carol Harris,
Cindy Friedrich, Kathy Bren-
non and Edwina Brennon.
However, the two other board
members, Tammy Klenklen
and Tony Harris with terms ex-
piring in May of 2020, were re-
placed by Buddy Stark and
Debbie Carlson. Klenklen in-
formed the board she did not
want to be re-appointed. Tony
Harris resigned March 27,
2018.

• The economic develop-
ment committee, which mem-
bers are appointed to one-year
terms, were all re-appointed.
The members are Mike Page,
Brad Harris, Buddy Stark, Bob
Hosack (funding consultant/ad-
visor), Chad Boaz, Jason Gard,
Steve Maher, and Jason
Thompson.

While Phillips accepted his
re-appointment as city treas-
urer, it is going to cost the city
more than it has in the past. A
year ago, Phillips indicated his
preference to find a replace-
ment by the end of the year
2018. He said he would con-
tinue but wanted $65 in addi-
tional pay every two weeks.

Also Monday, the city coun-
cil took the following actions:

• Agreed to assist drainage
issues at 402 W. State St.
(Neosho Village senior apart-
ments). David Harris requested
help as a huge lake formed be-
tween the two buildings after

the last thunderstorm.
• Agreed to a $500 donation

to Brian Wade as part of the re-
union car show.

• Agreed to a request from
Stephanie Stark, representing
the Erie High School Class of
2022, to use the courts at the
park Thursday night of Reunion
Week for a 3-on-3 basketball
fundraiser.

• Approved for the mayor to
sign paperwork registering Erie
with the “First Impressions”
program as presented by coun-
cil member Linda Weidert.

• Agreed to hire Erin Kysar
as the pool manager for the
summer. Kysar is a teacher with
the local school district. The
pool is scheduled to open May
27.

• Jennifer Ewan, represent-
ing the recreation commission,
sought and received permission
for the city work crews to help
with mowing at the ballparks
this summer.

• Was reminded by Lero that
the filing deadline for local
government office is June 3.
The seats of council members
Weidert and Friedrich are up as
well as that of the mayor.

Stark’s report included sev-
eral topics, as is usual, includ-
ing the following:

• An estimate from Nate’s
Lawn & Landscape, Inc., from
Pittsburg for a quote on “updat-
ing” the baseball field. The
price was quoted at $34,487.50.
Lero inquired if the plans pre-
sented were designed for a high
school baseball field or a
rec/youth league field. “It needs
to be decided if Nate’s Lawn is
going to be hired to do this or if
this is a project we are going to
do ourselves,” Stark said in his
report.

• At the previous meeting, it

was mentioned that “know
truck signs” were placed at
Erie, despite the council ap-
proving truck routes within the
city. “After looking over the or-
dinance, we should have in-
stalled signs,” Stark’s report
stated. The report added that 20
new signs will need to be in-
stalled. With the signs and posts
needed to mark the truck route,
the cost is estimated at $2,100.

• Stark’s report indicated
with all the rain, the grass is
“getting high,” but city crews
will be on it as soon as the
ground is dry enough. He also
indicated tree trimming contin-
ues to keep branches out of
power lines.

• “The guys have been work-
ing on the pool to get it ready
for Memorial Weekend open-
ing,” Stark stated. “It has been a
challenge to find a good time to
paint with all of the rain!”

• “If you have driven to the
river lately, you might have no-
ticed the trees and debris in the
stream besides the main lift sta-
tion on South Main Street,” the
report states. “I contacted the
owner of the land there and re-
ceived permission to clean that
whole area up, once it is dry
enough to get in there. We have
a large sewer line that goes
through there that debris has re-
ally built up around and needs
to be cleaned up.”

• The legal process needs to
be started for the demolition
and removal of the house at 320
E. Canville. It will take a while
to get the asbestos inspection
scheduled and if there is any
there, it will take a bit to get the
crew in here for removal. It is a
rather large structure with an
outbuilding.The burned house
at 120 East 1st Street is also
high on the list.

BUY ANY LARGE PIZZA
GET 4 BONELESS WINGS

(CHOICE OF SAUCE)
COUPON REQUIRED AT TIME OF ORDER EXPIRES 6/30/2025

244-5618

Tuesday through Thursday & Sunday:
Hours: Open 11 a.m. to 8:30  p.m.

Friday & Saturday: Open 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. 

GOUDA BURGER

AAPPPPEETTIIZZEERR
BONELESS
WINGS!

NEW SAUCE:
SWEET & SOUR
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ERIE SENIOR CENTER
106 W. 3rd St., Erie, KS

Open 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. every day
The Erie Senior Center is a warm and very

inviting place to pass some time with old or
new friends. There are many activities for
those who like to just get out of the house for
a couple of hours. Activities include:
• Playing cards (seems to be one of the fa-

vorites). There is always a table of card players
every day. Other special groups meet to play
Pitch on the 1st and 3rd Thursday of each
month and Pinochle on the 1st Monday and
the 3rd Tuesday of each month.
• Exercise Equipment is available and in-

cludes a treadmill, stationary bicycle, stepper,
and small hand held and arm items to
strengthen the body.
• Pool Table – nothing like a good game of

pool with friends.
• Puzzle Table with good lighting and a se-

lection of puzzles.
• Various games such as Domnoes, Check-

ers, Word Books, Coloring, etc.
• Large TV screen to watch movies, etc.,

with comfortable seating.
• Piano for anyone’s enjoyment.
• Large selection of books to read.

Blood pressure/sugar checks monthly,
3rd Monday of each month at 11 a.m.

Rental of the Senior Center is available to
Senior Citizens. It is a great place for parties,
such as birthdays, anniversaries, family/school
reunions, etc. The Center was completely re-
modeled in 2016, complete with new kitchen
and appliances. Rental is $75 per day.
The Erie Senior Center board meeting is

held the 1st Monday of each month at 10 a.m.
Members of the Board are Lucille Swan, Lucy
Tredway, Mary Lou Vallier, Jerry Yockey and
Louise Booth. Board Meetings are open to the
public. Site manager for the Center is Gloria
Ewen. Contact numbers are (620) 234-2130 or
(405) 640-1550 for the Center.
Come on in and see what the Erie Senior
Center has to offer. The more the merrier!!

Coffee and cookies served daily.
HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!!!

By JOY MILLER
K-State Research and Exten-
sion Southwind District
Family Consumer Science

Just rattle off how many
pounds you want to lose,
what pant size you want to
wear, how much weight you
want to squat, or the date you
need to look photo-ready and
you are on your way. That is
how most people set goals.
Typical resolutions and goals
often lead to feeling lost,
confused, overwhelmed, and
crushed by ‘should’. Con-
tinue reading for tips on how
to create your 2020 blue print
to build the skills you need to
reach your goal this year.
When someone is asked

about their fitness goals,
most people start with the
outcome(s) they want: lose

20 pounds, six pack abs,
binge less often, bench press
a certain amount of weight.
Outcome goals describe how
we want things to be at the
end of the process. There is
nothing wrong with starting
with the end in mind but we
may not have control on how
things turn out.
Set a behavior goal to

focus on the things you do
have control over. They rep-
resent your commitment to
practice a particular set of ac-
tions or tasks every day, as
consistently and regularly as
possible. Examples: Lose
weight (outcome), eat until
satisfied instead of stuffed at
each meal (behavior). Squat
more weight (outcome),
squat 3 times a week at vari-
ous intensities (behavior).
Want a better relationship

Lady Devils secure victory
in final contest of 2019
By EDDIE HIBBS III
Record Publisher & Owner

Turnovers continued to haunt the
Erie High School girls’ basketball team
in its final game of 2019. However, the
Lady Devils forced enough turnovers of
their own to score a 37-30 win Dec. 20
at home against Oswego.
The Lady Devils had six turnovers in

the first quarter alone, including the
team’s first possession. A pair of 3-
pointers by junior Allie Vail on Os-
wego’s first two possessions gave the
Indians the early 6-0 lead.
On Erie’s fourth possession, sopho-

more Sarah Stark tallied the first basket
for the home team with 6:26 remaining
in the first.
Taking advantage of two more

turnovers, Oswego built a 10-2 lead on
a 3-pointer by junior Lindsy Dinnsen
with 4:34 left in the quarter.
Erie’s defense held Oswego to a sin-

gle free throw the rest of the quarter,
forcing a couple of turnovers. Erie had
baskets from senior Molly LaForge (on
an offensive put-back) and a jump shot
from Abigail VanLeeuwen (the final
basket of the quarter with 48 seconds on
the clock).
The Lady Devils committed

turnovers on five of their first eight pos-
sessions in the second quarter, allowing
Oswego to build a 15-6 lead. A trey at
3:58 left in the first half by Oswego
sophomore Brooklyn Mae Alberton
gave the Lady Indians their biggest lead
of the game, 21-10.
Erie’s defense stepped up the rest of

the half, helping the Lady Devils
outscore Oswego 10-1, cutting the
deficit to 22-16 at the break.
“Turnovers? Oh, dear yes,” said

Erie head coach Sindy Daniels. “We
talked about it at halftime about how
we have to read the passes and play to-
gether. We put pressure on them and
also adjusted our press to a 2-2-1 and
gave them fits.”
Indeed. Those halftime adjustments

helped Erie outscore Oswego 11-2 in
the third quarter to take a 27-24 lead
into the final frame.
Erie turned the ball over seven times

in the third quarter, but forced a dozen
turnovers by Oswego. Those five extra

possessions were crucial in the Lady
Devils’ rally.
Erie’s defense forced turnovers by

Oswego on nine of the Lady Indians’
first 10 possessions after the break.
A pair of free throws from Erie soph-

omore Ryleigh Brant tied the game at
22 with 5:25 remaining in the third.
Brant also was key in the play giving
the Lady Devils their first lead when
she tipped the ball on an Oswego in-
bound play to junior Skylar Clevenger,
who connected on the shot attempt, giv-
ing Erie a 24-22 advantage with 4:37 on
the clock.
The Lady Devils tallied the final

three points of the period – a basket
from LaForge at 2:12 and a made free
throw from VanLeeuwen at 1:14.
Erie would also score the first three

points of the final frame.
The Lady Devils never relinquished

the lead once obtaining it.
“We had to have the entire bench

tonight,” Daniels said after the game.
“We had a lot of girls step up and do
their part. There is no fussing yet, and
that’s huge.”
Besides turnovers, free throws have

hampered the Lady Devils through the
early part of the season. While the Lady
Devils attempted 27 free throws against
Oswego, Erie converted only 13 of
them.
“We are going to have to improve

(on free throws),” Daniels explained.
“In our first game, we were 8-of-15 for
53 percent. It has been a roller coaster
on the free throw line. We do well in
practice.”
Junior Maddie Kramer led Erie in

scoring with 11 points while LaForge
and Clevenger followed with eight
points each. Sophomore Sarah Stark,
making her first career start at the var-
sity level, finished with five points.
VanLeeuwen and Brant completed the
scoring with three and two points, re-
spectively.
Vail led Oswego with 16 points, fin-

ishing with four 3-pointers. The Lady
Indians made six 3-pointers overall.
“We started out slow and slug-

gish,” Daniels added. “The defense
wasn’t moving the first half. I never
felt like we ran an offense the entire
first half. We have to get to the point,
we settle down quicker and realize
when we need to score and when we
need to run the clock down. It is
great going into Christmas break 2-
2. It took the entire team to get us
there.”
Erie opened the season with a win in

the opening round of the Humboldt
Tournament, then dropped the next two
games.
“This was a huge win for us,”

Daniels said.
Erie also won the junior varsity

game, a two quarter contest, 33-12.
Emma Duff led Erie with nine points
while Josie Jacquinot tallied eight.
The Lady Devils are scheduled to re-

turn to action Tuesday, Jan. 7, at home
against Cherryvale. The team’s games
at Baxter Springs Dec. 12 were post-
poned due to weather/road conditions.
Erie also plays at home Jan. 17

against Eureka - the Lady Devils’ only
other home contest in January.

CRYSTAL McGOWEN/For The Erie Record
Erie junior Maddie Kramer (23) takes the ball to the
basket during the Lady Red Devils’ 37-30 win at
home against Oswego Dec. 20 - the final game be-
fore the holiday break. Kramer led Erie with 11
points and was the team’s only player to score in
double figures, though the Lady Devils enjoyed a
balanced scoring attack. Junior Allie Vail led the
Lady Indians with 16 points, and like Kramer, was
her team’s only player to score in double digits.

with a partner (outcome),
have a date night once a
week (behavior).
Both outcome and behav-

ior goals are trackable. Be-
havior goals are usually more
effective because they give
you something to do and
track each day.
Avoidance goals, you

know the ones-stop drinking
soda, absolutely no sugar,
stop smoking. Avoid goals
are nice and straightforward,
seems logical they would
push you away from some-
thing bad or something that
threatens what you want to
achieve. This type of goal is
a lot of psychological work,
taking up mental and emo-
tional real estate and energy.
All you think about is what
you are not doing or should-
n’t do but really want to do.
Turn avoidance goals into

approach goals. Approach
goals pull you toward some-
thing desirable, focus on
feeling good or about doing
good for ourselves. Revisit-
ing the stop drinking soda
(avoid) an approach solution
could be drink a glass of
water with meals each day,
the benefit may be headaches
are gone.
Performance goals are

similar to outcome goals and
usually associated with ex-
ternal validation such as
wanting to get good grades or

win a competition. Perform-
ance goals can be fun for a
while, pushing yourself to be
your best. It can also be de-
motivating if they don’t work
out. Just like outcome goals,
performance goals are often
limited by factors outside
your control. Performance
goals also put our
happiness and satisfaction

in the hands of someone or
something else. This may be
pleasing a coach or parent,
beating a competitor, social
media likes, etc.
Instead of setting per-

formance goals, create mas-
tery goals that emphasize the
process of getting a little bit
better each day at a particular
skill. Mastery is gratifying
because no matter what oth-
ers think or do, you can still
feel good about your own
personal progression. Mas-
tery goals involve words like
‘work on’, ‘build’, and ‘prac-
tice’.

Editor’s Note: To help
with your health and fitness
goals this year, visit South-
wind.k-state.edu for upcom-
ing programs such as Stay
Strong Stay Health and Walk
Kansas. The Southwind Dis-
trict has other upcoming
events and resources to help
you work toward your goals
of health, finance, and over-
all well-being.

New Year’s Resolutions

Develop fitness goals into good ones

CRYSTAL McGOWEN/
For The Erie Record

Erie sophomore Sarah Stark
drains another free throw during
the Lady Devils’ 37-30 win Dec.
20 at home against Oswego. It
was Stark’s first varsity start. The
sophomore finished with five
points.
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Christmasbirdcount incounty
Highlights of theChristmasBirdCount inNeoshoCounty

will be presented byAndrewBurnet when Southeast Kansas
Audubon meets for the January meeting. Andrew is Vice
President of the chapter and Coordinator of the 2019 Christ-
mas Bird Count. Audubon chapters across the nation con-
duct a comprehensive annual bird count to determine the
numbers and status of our winter bird population.
The meeting will be held on Tuesday, Jan. 7, at 7 p.m. at

the Parsons Arboretum, located at 2004 Briggs Ave, at the
corner of 21st and Briggs in Glenwood Park in Parsons.
The public is invited and refreshments will be served fol-

lowing the program. For additional information call 620-
778-1877, 620-331-6820, or 620-331-6847.

CoffeyvilleWomen’sConnection
Dr. Michelle McGuirk, a general surgeon for Cof-

feyville Regional Medical Center will be featured when
Coffeyville Women’s Connection luncheon is held
Thursday, Jan. 9, at 11:30 a.m. at Coffeyville Community
College Student Union at the corner of W. 11th and
Beech, 401 W. 11th St. in Coffeyville. She will be speak-
ing on various issues that women face.
The inspirational speaker will be Janis Lussmeyer of

Bartlesville, Okla. She is a flutist, avid reader, writer and
lover of nature. She will share how her life took some un-
wanted turns after receiving some messages from cults
and how she came to know the truth.
Reservations must be made by Monday, Jan. 6, and

if needed, cancellations must be made by Tuesday, Jan. 7
by 8. p.m. For reservations, call Pat, 620-251-1262,
Cheryl, 620-331-6847,or Carolyn 620-331-6695, or email:
jrvoelzke@coxnet.

Beekeepers tomeet Jan.9
The Montgomery County Beekeepers Association will

meet Thursday, Jan. 9, at 6 p.m. at Independence Com-
munity College West Campus, 2016 West Main, Inde-
pendence. Norbert Neal, Southeast Director for Kansas
Honey Producers Association, will present the program.
He has been a beekeepers for 13 years and has been a suc-
cessful competitor at the Kansas State Fair and the Amer-
ican Honey Show.
His program will focus on Preparing for the Spring sea-

son. Norbert will speak on hive management and upkeep,
ordering bees and supplies for the upcoming season, how
to check to see if bees need feeding and other timely fac-
tors in beekeeping. There will also be a question and an-
swer session to help beekeepers in managing colonies.
Regardless of whether you are an experienced bee-

keeper, just starting the hobby or simply interested in hon-
eybees and wondering what we are all about, MCBA
welcomes you.
For additional information call 620-423-4281, 620-

515-3977, 620-249-4864 or 620-331-6847.

Alumni basketball game set
The Erie High School boys basketball team will be

sponsoring an Erie Alumni Basketball Tournament Jan. 4
with games beginning at 9 a.m. Players must be an EHS
alumni to play. This tournament is being coordinated by
Brett Thompson - contact him at (620) 496-5076 or mes-
sage him on Facebook for additional information.

Place your event in The Record
To place your event in “Across the Tracks,” email the

information to erierecord@hotmail.com.

ACROSS THE TRACKS

PHILLY CHEESE STEAK
CHEESEBURGER

Appetizer
SIDEWINDER

FRIES

$3.00 off any large
pizza or $2.00 off
any medium pizza

Expires 2/28/2020

Weekly Deputy
Activity Report

Report for Dec. 23
12/16 Agency Assist;

24550 Jackson Rd. Assisted
Allen Co. Sheriff's Office
12/16 One vehicle non-in-

jury accident; K47 .4mi east
of Harper Rd. 
12/16 Incident report;

23455 140th Rd. 
12/16 One vehicle non-in-

jury accident; 14th St. 5ft
south of Osa Martin Blvd.
Chanute.
12/17 One vehicle non-in-

jury accident; Elk Rd. .6mi
south of 240th Rd. (1)
12/17 One vehicle non-in-

jury accident; Elk Rd. .6mi
south of 240th Rd. (2)
12/17 One vehicle non-in-

jury accident; 21st St. 30ft
east of Plummer.
12/17 One vehicle minor

injury accident; 70th Rd. at
U59. 
12/19 Incident report;

50th and Wallace Rd.
12/19 Car/Deer accident;

Udall Rd. .3mi south of
110th Rd.
12/19 Theft by deception

report; 623 Washington St.,
St. Paul. Elderly victim re-
ceived a phone call from an
individual claiming his grand-
son was in jail in North Car-
olina and needed money to
bail him out. The victim
mailed the requested money.
The caller then requested ad-
ditional money be sent to the
same address in North Car-
olina. Deputy Chris Gericke
was able to obtain assistance
from the Union County Sher-
iff's Office in Monroe, N.C. A
second package was sent to
the requested location in
Waxhaw, N.C. On 12/20/

2019, Detectives with the
Union County Sheriff's Office
were able to arrest two men:
Brian Martinez, 24, Charlotte,
N.C. and Anderson Tejeda,
25, N.C. Neosho County
Sheriff's Deputies will be
sending information to the
C/A, requesting charges of
Felony Theft by Deception.
12/20 Incident report,

9150 220th Rd.
12/20 Car/Deer accident;

U59 .4mi south of 130th Rd.
12/20 Incident report;

22165 Harper Rd.
12/20 Incident report; 402

E. State, Erie 
12/20 Incident report; 215

N. Okmulgee, Thayer.
12/20 Arrested Hagen

Henderson, 20, Chanute for
Stalking.
12/20 Arrested Mark

Henry, 33, Galesburg for dis-
orderly conduct.
12/21 Arrested Mark

Smith, 40, Chanute for vio-
lating a protective order.
12/21 Arrested Nicholas

Haviland, 34, Erie for do-
mestic battery, possession of
methamphetamine, and pos-
session of marijuana.
12/21 Traffic stop; 4500

Kiowa Rd. Arrested Lee Re-
liford Jr., 23, Pittsburg on a
Bourbon County arrest war-
rant. Additionally sending a
report to the C/A for review
of charges for possession of
marijuana.
12/22 Incident report;

20305 210th Rd. 
12/22 Incident report; 422

W. Wilson, Thayer.
12/22 Arrested Terry

Fields, 63, Galesburg for do-
mestic battery.
12/22 Incident report; 120

Main, Galesburg. 
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FROM PREVIOUS PAGE
Leon Garvin, as Toast-

master, showed himself to be
a real master in calling the
speakers into action. Toasts
given by the toasters were
appropriate for the occasion,
being mostly of a humorous
nature with a light touch of
the serious vein in spots.
Some of the best schools in
the middle west were repre-
sented at the banquet and

competition ran high for the
honor of having the most ad-
vantage in different institu-
tions.
Summing up the sub-

stance of the college peoples’
talks it is easy to see that
Kansas ranks high in her
places of learning and any of
this year’s outgoing seniors
should have no trouble in
picking his or her school for
next year.
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When KDOT crews treat
highways for ice, especially
when it is the coldest, mo-
torists might notice darker
trails on the pavement in-
stead of the usual white trails
left by brine.
It’s beet juice. It tends to

leave a brownish or grayish
residue.
Here’s why KDOT some-

times mixes beet juice with
brine (saltwater) that it ap-
plies to roadways to melt ice
or to slow its formation.
-- The properties of beet

juice, when mixed with
brine, allow the melting
agent to be effective at lower
temperatures. Based on the
level of concentration, beet
juice mixed with brine can
help control ice when it is as
cold as around 0 degrees.
Beet juice also allows

brine and salt to adhere to
pavement longer.
On bridges, which tend to

get icy, beet juice bonds to
the salt crystals in brine and
helps the brine stick to a
bridge deck longer, says Jim
Frye, Field Maintenance
Manager/Emergency Coordi-
nator with KDOT. 
Another beet-juice bene-

fit, says District Five District
Engineer Brent Terstriep, is

that when beet juice is added
to brine, the combination
makes ice-fighting more effi-
cient because crews don’t
have to drive out as often to
apply brine.
Frye gave this additional

explanation of how beet juice
works and how it has been
used:
-- As moisture on pave-

ment starts to freeze, the
juice slows the process so
that the liquid remains slushy
longer. That gives crews
more time to clear highways
before the liquid turns to
solid ice.
-- One problem with

spreading salt or spraying
salt brine on a highway is
that it will bounce away or
scatter with traffic or the
wind. “When the beet juice is
added to the salt or salt brine,
with its sticky texture, it will
hold the salt or salt crystals
on the highway longer, al-
lowing it to work in our
favor,” Frye said. 
KDOT began experiment-

ing with the beet juice it uses
now during the winter of
2015 in northwestern
Kansas. Since then, KDOT
has made beet juice available
at more than 20 locations
across Kansas.

A KDOT truck sprays a brine/beet mix on Thursday,
Dec. 26, on U.S. 56 between Larned and Pawnee
Rock. Crews in that area were spraying bridges and
other areas vulnerable to freezing in anticipation of
possible ice and snow Friday morning. Beet juice
helps brine stick to pavement.

Why KDOT uses beet
juice, how it works
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APPETIZER
ONION
RINGS

A D’ANGELO’S CUSTOMER FAVORITE:

COWBOY BURGER

Purchase any large
pizza and receive a free
order of 4 cheese raviolis

EXPIRES 07/31/2021

244-5618

Tuesday through Thursday & Sunday:
Open 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Friday & Saturday: Open 11 a.m. to 9:30 p.m.
ENJOY THE FRESH SALAD BAR

CHECK OUR CHILDREN’S SPECIALS DURING REUNION WEEK

Closing Friday, July 16, at Noon
Our lobby is officially OPEN!

Come by today and check out our new products!
Free in-town delivery to Erie and St. Paul.

FROM FRONT PAGE
“We will have to drop it

(family pass) or raise it,” said
Justin Kramer, who was
elected president of the board
at the start of the meeting. If
we keep it, we may have to
go up to $125 just for the cost
of officiating. We have to
cover some of the cost of the
officials. They (families) are
still getting a deal at $150.”
One other small issue with

the current plan was dividing
up the revenue between the
high school and the middle
school. In the past, the school
that received the payment for
the family pass kept the rev-
enue. It hasn’t been a “prob-
lem” as Francis andGalesburg
Middle School Principal Jared
Han worked together, such as
the high school making track
and field purchases which
middle school students bene-
fited from using, there was not
an actual split of family pack-
age fees. If the payment was
made at the high school, those
fundswere credited to the high
school activity account and the
same at the middle school.
By a unanimous vote, the

board voted to have two fam-
ily sports packages – one for
the high school at $100 and
one for the middle school at
$50 – for the 2021-22 school

year.
Sports family package

fees were not the only in-
crease on the menu for board
members. Superintendent
Troy Damman outlined a
proposed menu item increase
for school breakfasts and
lunches. However, as part of
the COVID-19 package,
meals will still be “free” for
the next school year.
Student lunch fees will in-

crease a dime (to $2.80 at the
elementary school and to
$2.90 at the middle school
and high school). Student
breakfasts will also increase
a dime to $1.60 at all three
schools. An adult (school
employee or patron) break-
fast increases 15 cents to
$2.50 while adult lunches
(school employee or patron)
increase a quarter to $4.
While the book rental for

all students remains un-
changed at $25, Chromebook
fees will increase from $30 to
$35.
Driver’s education class

fees will also rise. The fee for
students enrolled at USD
#101 will increase from $100
to $125; increase for non-
USD #101 students from
$200 to $225; and for adults,
the fee will increase from
$300 to $325.

School fees

LARGE NEIGHBOORHOOD SALE
414 N. Grant Street, Erie

July 15 - 16 - 17 9 a.m until ???
Electronics, furniture, books, crafts,
toys, antiques, tables, book shelves.
Lots of bargains for the entire family.

Sewer rate
likely going
up in August
By EDDIE HIBBS III
Record Publisher & Owner

Unless an unlikely flush
of expenses takes place
within the confines of the
City of Erie, sewer rates for
local residents will rise in
August.
During Monday’s meet-

ing of the Erie City Council,
City Treasurer Cindy
Schoenhofer detailed the re-
alities of the city’s Sewer
Fund.
“Either we have to in-

crease the rate or cut ex-
penses,” the treasurer shared.
According to Schoen-

hofer, through the first five
months of 2021, the Sewer
Fund has spent $7900 more
than the fund has collected.
Currently, Erie residents pay
an $11.50 per month fee for
basic sewer plus $3.15 for
every 1000 gallons. Schoen-
hofer suggested the council
members consider an in-
crease to $4 per 1000 gal-
lons.
Schoenhofer shared that if

the council opted to increase
the per 1000-gallon rate by
85 cents, this would generate
an additional $4300 per year
for the city coffers (based on
current numbers).
The council did not take

any action on the matter. For
one, the city would need to
publish an ordinance notify-
ing residents of the increased
rate, if the council opts to
raise the rate. City Attorney
Seth Jones was not at Mon-
day’s meeting. Also absent
was council member Trenton
Moore. Generally speaking,
the council opts not to vote

on matters of a “more serious
nature” when the full council
isn’t present unless neces-
sary.

Council member Tereasa
DeMeritt was not physically
at Monday’s meeting, but
joined the session via the
telephone.
The first report of the de-

partment heads shared with
the council Monday night
was from Cindy Garland,
Erie Market store manager.
She requested and received
permission to add another
part-time employee.
As usual, she provided fi-

nancial sheets for the coun-
cil, which showed the Erie
Market net sales for the
month of June at
$100,473.51.
The bulk of the store sales

are purchased with a debit
card ($48,812) followed by
cash ($21,359), a credit card
($16,342), and paper check
($8,999).
The classification of sales

items included “grocery” as
the top seller for June at
$29,589 (no surprise, it is a
grocery store after all) with
meat sales second at $13,221
followed by dairy ($9,814).
Fourth on the list was “hot
deli” at $9,586.
“(Hot) dinners have

slowed down a bit,” Garland
explained. “I think it is be-
cause of the heat.”
See COUNCIL, Page Seven

Ellene Manly
Ellene Manly, 74, of Erie,

passed away at 9:41 p.m.,
Thursday, July 8, 2021, at the
University of Kansas Medical
Center in Kansas City, Kansas
from injuries sustained in a
motor vehicle accident north
of Erie on Tuesday, July 6th.
She was born on Novem-

ber 2, 1946, at Bonanza,
Arkansas to Lester and Ruby
(Lindsay) Phillips.  She grew
up at Bonanza and Chanute
and attended schools there
graduating from Chanute
High School in 1964. She later
attended Neosho County
Community College where
she received certification as a
Medication Aide.
Ellene was a homemaker

and worked for many years at
the Arkhaven Nursing Home
in Erie as a Certified Medica-
tion Aide until her retirement
in the early 2000’s.
She loved to do crossword

puzzles, traveling to visit fam-
ily, volunteering at the Erie
Senior Citizens Center, and
helping provide care for peo-
ple in their homes. She at-
tended the First Baptist
Church in Erie.
Ellene and Ted Manly

were united in marriage on
June 7, 1964, at the Chanute
Nazarene Church. He survives
of the home.
In addition to her husband,

her survivors include two
sons, Robert Manly, and his
wife, Jeanette L.  Manly of Ot-
tawa, KS and Gary Manly of
Cottage Grove, OR; two
granddaughters, Morgan
Manly and Myla Manly of
Fort Scott; five brothers, Don

Phillips, and his wife, Gloria
of Chanute, Bob Phillips, and
his wife, Sharon of Derby,
Chris Phillips, and his wife,
Connie of Emporia, Bill
Phillips, and his wife, Leslie
of Rose Hill, and David
Phillips, and wife, Donna of
Bella Vista, AR; two sisters,
Lorene Hanes of Chanute and
Maureen Wilson of Wichita;
and many nieces and
nephews.  She was preceded
in death by her parents and a
sister, Pauline Phillips.
Memorial services will be

held at 2 p.m., Friday, July 16,
2021, at the Pierce-Carson-
Wall Funeral Home in Erie
with Pastor Danny Flippo of-
ficiating. Burial will follow
the service in the East Hill
Cemetery.  The family will re-
ceive friends at the funeral
home from 1 p.m., until serv-
ice time on Friday. Friends
may come to the funeral home
in Erie to sign the register
from 9 a.m. to 5 pm. Thurs-
day. 
Online condolences may

be left at www.wallfuneralser-
vices.com

SEAMLESS GUTTERING
& WINDOWS

“Either we have
to increase the rate
or cut expenses,”

Erie City Treasurer
Cindy Schoenhofer

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
The City of Erie will receive sealed bids for the

purchase of a 2015 Bobcat 96” heavy duty 6 way
dozer blade.

The blade will be sold in “as is” condition with
no warranties or guarantees.

Call Jake Tromsness at 620-212-0416 for an
appointment to view the blade.

Bids shall be placed in a sealed envelope
marked “Bobcat blade” and delivered to City Hall,
101 North Main, Erie, Kansas by July 26, 2021 at
5:00 P.M. The bid must contain the bidders name,
address, phone number, and bid amount.

Bids will be opened during the regular Erie City
Council meeting on July 26, 2021 at 6:00 P.M. at
City Hall.

THE CITY OF ERIE RESERVES THE RIGHT
TO REJECT ANY AND ALL BIDS.

Huge Sale Saturday
Grant Community Center

Stark, KS 
8 a.m. - 4 p.m. ~ Sat. July 17th

Weekly Deputy
Activity Report

06/16 Incident report; 402 E.
State, Erie.

06/16 Traffic stop; K47
Hwy. and 2nd, St. Paul. Cited
the driver, Jarod Pile, 49, Pitts-
burg, for speeding and no proof
of insurance.

06/17 Agency assist; 70th
and Gray, Galesburg.

06/17 Traffic stop; K39
Hwy. and Harper, Chanute.
Cited the driver, Duskin Dinkle,
15, Chanute, for speeding and
driving without a valid license.

06/18 Incident report; 115th
Rd. .1 mile north from railroad
crossing, Erie.

06/18 Two vehicle injury ac-

cident report; 5th and K47
Hwy., St. Paul.

06/19 Car/deer accident re-
port; U59 Hwy. .5 mile south
from 135th, Erie.

06/20 Car/deer accident re-
port; U59 Hwy. .1 mile south
from 120th, Erie.

06/20 Car/deer accident re-
port; U59 Hwy. .4 mile north
from 190th, Erie.

06/20 Car/deer accident re-
port; K39 Hwy. .4 mile west
from Kiowa, Chanute.

06/21 Car/deer accident re-
port; U59 Hwy. .3 mile north
from 240th Rd., Stark.

06/22 Car/deer accident re-
port; 160th Rd.1 mile west from
Liberty, Chanute.
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FROM FRONT PAGE
Swift water teams and

KDWP operated equipment and
personnel in very dangerous
conditions throughout the day
and early evening. 

These teams systematically
searched the Neosho River,
with boats equipped with
sonar, from the scene south to
the Neosho Wildlife Refuge.
Swift water personnel physi-
cally entered the water to
probe a specific area. KHP
provided air support to search
the river from the scene to US
400 Hwy. 

This morning, although the
river is still high and has a swift
current. It is approx. 10 feet
lower than it was when the
search began. The Sheriff's Of-
fice began searching this morn-
ing and a large number of
resources and first responders
from multiple agencies are re-
turning today to assist with the
search. 

In addition to all the first re-
sponders, I want to thank the
landowner who has allowed us
access to his personal property
and boat ramp, as well one of
our local citizens who assisted
with a drone the first two days
of the search. I also want to
thank the community and busi-
nesses who have provided us
with support. 

Greg Taylor - Sheriff

Wednesday, June 18
On 06/18/2025 at approx.

12:39, the Neosho County 911
Center received a report from
the Union Pacific Railroad that
two individuals had been struck
on the Railroad Bridge south of
Erie near 115th Rd. The Sher-
iff’s Office, EMS, and members

of the St. Paul Fire Department
and the Erie Fire Department,
and Union Pacific Railroad im-
mediately responded to the
scene. 

One juvenile male was found
deceased. A thorough search of
the area with available person-
nel was quickly initiated. A
local individual was requested
to respond to the scene with a
drone. 

KDWP responded with
personnel, a drone and boat.
KHP sent numerous person-
nel, helicopter, and search
dogs. 

After reviewing the Engine
Camera footage and physical
evidence, the two children were
on the bridge and unable to out-
run the train. 

Unfortunately after review-
ing the footage and physical ev-
idence at the scene, the search
went from hopeful rescue effort
to a recovery effort.

The Neosho River Is cur-
rently rising, nearly bank full,
with a very swift current, and
full of debris. Due to ex-
tremely dangerous condition,
the recovery effort will re-
sume in the morning. We have
specialized swift water teams
coming to assist with the on-
going search. 

We appreciate everyone’s
willingness to assist but due to
the current conditions, we ask
that the public stay away from
the area and allow the trained
and equipped personnel search
the river. 

Our thoughts and prayers go
out to the families affected. This
is a very sad tragedy for every-
one involved and our commu-
nity. 

Greg Taylor - Sheriff

Sheriff
FROM FRONT PAGE

On receipt of the collection
letter, Miller informed the coun-
cil she, nor Richard Hines,
would be able to provide legal
assistance as the Hines Law Of-
fice has also provided legal ad-
vice to the Mahurins in the past.
Miller informed the council
Hines Law Office would not be
representing either side moving
forward.

The city has 21 days to re-
spond to the civil lawsuit, Under
Kansas Supreme Court Rule
113, the city (defendant) may
seek from the clerk of the court
an extension up to 14 additional
days to serve and to file an an-
swer. The city was expecting to
request the extra 14 additional
days as the city’s next scheduled
meeting is July 14. The city
does have a special meeting
scheduled for July 9 (annual city
audit review).

In Paragraph 4 also of Page
2, the document states, “The De-
fendant is obligated to pay the
remaining 5% (sic) of the gross
sales for the remaining 10-year
period and to keep a business in
that building. The Defendant
has failed to do so and owes the
Plaintiffs based upon the aver-
age of the funds paid of $5,439
for the remaining years on the
Purchase and Sales Agreement
in the amount of $38,073.”
Going into Additional Details

From the original collection
letter:

“Consider this letter a de-
mand for the remaining balance
of $5,439 per year for the addi-
tional seven years of the con-
tract for a total of $38,073. This
needs to be paid within 30 days
from the date of this letter (April
8, 2025). In the event of failure
to pay said amount the Seller
(Mahurins) has authorized this
office to file suit to collect the
same plus all other costs that
may be associated therewith.

“Please govern yourself ac-
cordingly.”

In Article II of the original
contract between the Mahurins
and the City of Erie reads: “The
purchase price for the sale and
transfer of the Business and As-
sets from Seller to Buyer shall
be the aggregate sum of (a)
$300,000, plus (b) an amount
equal to the Value of the Inven-
tory, currently estimated at ap-
proximately $100,000, and an
amount equal to .5% of the
gross sales of the Business for a
term of 10 years, collectively
(“the Purchase Price”).

In Article III, Section B, the
contract reads: “Thereafter, on
or before Jan. 30 of each year,
beginning January 2022, Buyer
shall pay to Seller an amount
equal to .5% of Buyer’s gross
sales from the Business for the
year proceeding.”

Lawsuit

By TIM CARPENTER
Kansasreflector.com

TOPEKA — A panel of U.S. Court of
Appeals judges agreed with a lower court
that Sedgwick County juvenile detention
personnel couldn’t sidestep an excessive-
force lawsuit filed against them after a
teenager in mental distress was held in a
face-down restraint until he suffered cardiac
arrest and later died.

In September 2021, Cedric Lofton, 17,
became unresponsive while restrained by
five officers at the Juvenile Intake and As-
sessment Center. He had been placed in a
prone position, which means face down, on
a holding cell floor for nearly 40 minutes
with officers’ weight applied to his back.
Lofton was resuscitated after an officer no-
ticed he wasn’t breathing. He never re-
gained consciousness and died two days
later at a hospital, the court record says.

Court of Appeals Judges Richard Fed-
erico, Carolyn McHugh and Allison Eid of
the 10th Circuit affirmed the district court
ruling declaring the corrections officers
weren’t entitled to qualified immunity or
summary judgment in the suit filed by
Lofton’s estate.

“A reasonable officer would have been
on notice that continued application of pres-
sure after Mr. Lofton was subdued created a
serious risk of asphyxiation and death, even
if he was still verbalizing threats,” the three-
judge panel said in a decision released Mon-
day. “Under those circumstances, it is
clearly established that a continued prone
restraint is unconstitutional.”

Before the involvement of Wichita law
enforcement officers, the court record says,
Lofton was taken by a foster parent to a
clinic for a mental health evaluation. Lofton
ran away from the facility but later returned
home. On advice of the Kansas Department
for Children and Families, the court record
says, foster parent Tanea Randolph called
Wichita police.

Wichita police officers said Lofton was
hallucinating, and the decision was made to
transport him to St. Joseph’s Hospital for in-

voluntary hospitalization. A struggle ensued
outside the foster home, and Lofton was ar-
rested for battery of an officer.

Lofton was taken to the Juvenile Intake
and Assessment Center, where he engaged
in physical altercations with corrections of-
ficers. In view of surveillance cameras, five
Sedgwick County juvenile officers held the
135-pound Lofton in a prone position for
nearly 40 minutes until he suffered a heart
attack. He was revived by officers before
being transported to Wesley Medical Cen-
ter, where he subsequently died.

An autopsy indicated the death — ruled
a homicide — was associated with compli-
cations of cardiopulmonary arrest amid a
physical struggle and while held in a prone
position, court documents said.

Lofton’s brother, Marquan Teetz, filed a
federal lawsuit in 2022 alleging personnel
at the juvenile facility engaged in excessive
force. Attorneys for the officers sought dis-
missal of their clients from the case based
on the premise the officers were shielded
from liability for constitutional acts.

Eric Melgren, chief judge of the U.S.
District Court of Kansas and an appointee
of President George W. Bush, denied the
motion and concluded surveillance footage
could support Teetz’ claim that excessive
force was sustained after Lofton stopped re-
sisting. The judge said a jury ought to de-
cide whether officers conducted themselves
within constitutional boundaries or relied on
unconstitutional force.

On appeal, lawyers for the officers asked
the U.S. Court of Appeals to reverse the dis-
trict court judge. Defense counsel Jeffrey
Kuhlman argued Lofton wouldn’t have died
if he hadn’t resisted commands of officers
in a manner that resulted in exposure to “an
air deficit.”

Inside the juvenile facility, Lofton al-
legedly punched a corrections officer in the
face and held another in a chokehold before
being restrained by defendants Jason
Stepien, Brenton Newby, Karen Conklin,
William Buckner and Benito Mendoza.
Conklin performed CPR on Lofton before
his transfer to a hospital.

The three-judge panel said it was rea-
sonable to conclude there were circum-
stances in which application of pressure to a
subdued person’s back while in a prone po-
sition on a solid surface was excessive.

“This may include situations where the
suspect continues to resist to some degree,
physically or verbally, but no longer poses
a risk of serious harm or injury due to the
restraints,” the panel said.

McHugh, an appointee of President
Barack Obama, wrote in the opinion that the
district court calculated Lofton was not
“meaningfully resisting” correction officers
for at least 12 minutes while held in the
prone restraint.

“Defendants had sufficient control over
him,” she wrote. “At that point, a reason-
able officer would have perceived the threat
had passed and that the use of deadly force
was no longer reasonable. Instead, five of-
ficers continued to subject Mr. Lofton to a
prone restraint while his legs were re-
strained and he appeared not to move for
prolonged periods.”

McHugh added: “We therefore conclude
defendants violated Mr. Lofton’s Fourth
Amendment rights not just by using exces-
sive force, but by using deadly force well
past the point a reasonable officer would
have perceived any serious threat to his
physical safety had passed.”

During the episode at the juvenile deten-
tion facility in Wichita, Lofton was in tem-
porary custody of the facility. The Wichita
Police Department retained legal custody of
the teenager. Lofton apparently went into
cardiac arrest while juvenile officers were
attempting to contact Wichita police to re-
quest they retrieve him.

In addition to the five corrections offi-
cers, defendants in the lawsuit include the
Sedgwick County Commission and the city
of Wichita.

In 2022, Sedgwick County District At-
torney Marc Bennett declined to file crimi-
nal charges in the Lofton case. He said
corrections officers acted in self defense and
that “these folks are protected by Kansas
law.”

Fed appeals court allows Kansas excessive
force lawsuit to proceed in death of juvenile

THE ERIE RECORD


