
FROM FRONT PAGE
Arguments, as a circum-

stance, accounted for 22.2% of
murders; domestic violence mur-
ders accounted for 17.1%; illegal
drug transactions totaled 2.6%;
and gang activity and drive-by
incidents made up 0.9%. All
other circumstances totaled
20.5% of the murders in 2024.   
Rape: Rapes were 16.9%

below the 10-year average.  There
was a decrease of 11.7% from
2023. This marks the second year
of declines in this category. 
Robbery: Robberies saw a

31.6% decline from the 10-year
average and a 14.3% decrease
from 2023. The 2024 total was
the lowest reported in over
twenty years. 
Aggravated Assault/Bat-

tery:  Aggravated assaults and
batteries have been on the rise
between 2015 and  2022 when it
reached a twenty-year high.  In
2024, they were still 7.8% above
the 10-year average, but saw a
3.0% decrease from the 2023 to-
tals.  Notably, these numbers
represent a 32.4% increase from
the 2019 pre-COVID 10-year
average of 8,005 per year. 
Burglary: In 2024, there

were 7,118 reported burglaries,
which was 36.2% below the 10-
year average and 18.6% below
2023 numbers.  This was the
lowest number since 1966,
when 10,712 were reported and 
was 53.1% less than the 2019

pre-COVID 10-year average of
15,164.   
Theft:  Reported thefts

(other than motor vehicles) were

18.1% below the 10-year aver-
age, and 12.3% below 2023
numbers.  This was a 26.0% de-
cline from the 2019 pre-COVID
10-year average of 58,942. 
Motor Vehicle Thefts:

Motor vehicle thefts were 7.2%
below the 10-year average.  This
statistic is notable because
motor vehicle thefts tend to have
a higher rate of reporting com-
pared to other property offenses,
suggesting they would be a more
accurate barometer of the actual
number of property offenses oc-
curring in our state.  In 2024,
there was a 10.5% decrease from
2023, and a 3.6% increase from
the 2019 pre-COVID 10-year av-
erage of 7,149. 
Arson: Arsons were 22.4%

below the 10-year average and
decreased by 8.5% compared to
those reported in 2023.  Arson
figures are intended to stand apart
from violent or property indices
and are not included within those
statistics.  In 2024, there was a
37.1% decrease from the 2019
pre-COVID 10-year average of
666. The 2024 total was the low-
est reported in over 20 years. 
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Christmasbirdcount incounty
Highlights of the ChristmasBirdCount inNeoshoCounty

will be presented byAndrewBurnet when Southeast Kansas
Audubon meets for the January meeting. Andrew is Vice
President of the chapter and Coordinator of the 2019 Christ-
mas Bird Count. Audubon chapters across the nation con-
duct a comprehensive annual bird count to determine the
numbers and status of our winter bird population.
The meeting will be held on Tuesday, Jan. 7, at 7 p.m. at

the Parsons Arboretum, located at 2004 Briggs Ave, at the
corner of 21st and Briggs in Glenwood Park in Parsons.
The public is invited and refreshments will be served fol-

lowing the program. For additional information call 620-
778-1877, 620-331-6820, or 620-331-6847.

CoffeyvilleWomen’sConnection
Dr. Michelle McGuirk, a general surgeon for Cof-

feyville Regional Medical Center will be featured when
Coffeyville Women’s Connection luncheon is held
Thursday, Jan. 9, at 11:30 a.m. at Coffeyville Community
College Student Union at the corner of W. 11th and
Beech, 401 W. 11th St. in Coffeyville. She will be speak-
ing on various issues that women face.
The inspirational speaker will be Janis Lussmeyer of

Bartlesville, Okla. She is a flutist, avid reader, writer and
lover of nature. She will share how her life took some un-
wanted turns after receiving some messages from cults
and how she came to know the truth.
Reservations must be made by Monday, Jan. 6, and

if needed, cancellations must be made by Tuesday, Jan. 7
by 8. p.m. For reservations, call Pat, 620-251-1262,
Cheryl, 620-331-6847,or Carolyn 620-331-6695, or email:
jrvoelzke@coxnet.

Beekeepers tomeet Jan.9
The Montgomery County Beekeepers Association will

meet Thursday, Jan. 9, at 6 p.m. at Independence Com-
munity College West Campus, 2016 West Main, Inde-
pendence. Norbert Neal, Southeast Director for Kansas
Honey Producers Association, will present the program.
He has been a beekeepers for 13 years and has been a suc-
cessful competitor at the Kansas State Fair and the Amer-
ican Honey Show.
His program will focus on Preparing for the Spring sea-

son. Norbert will speak on hive management and upkeep,
ordering bees and supplies for the upcoming season, how
to check to see if bees need feeding and other timely fac-
tors in beekeeping. There will also be a question and an-
swer session to help beekeepers in managing colonies.
Regardless of whether you are an experienced bee-

keeper, just starting the hobby or simply interested in hon-
eybees and wondering what we are all about, MCBA
welcomes you.
For additional information call 620-423-4281, 620-

515-3977, 620-249-4864 or 620-331-6847.

Alumni basketball game set
The Erie High School boys basketball team will be

sponsoring an Erie Alumni Basketball Tournament Jan. 4
with games beginning at 9 a.m. Players must be an EHS
alumni to play. This tournament is being coordinated by
Brett Thompson - contact him at (620) 496-5076 or mes-
sage him on Facebook for additional information.

Place your event in The Record
To place your event in “Across the Tracks,” email the

information to erierecord@hotmail.com.

ACROSS THE TRACKS

PHILLY CHEESE STEAK
CHEESEBURGER

Appetizer
SIDEWINDER

FRIES

$3.00 off any large
pizza or $2.00 off
any medium pizza

Expires 2/28/2020

Weekly Deputy
Activity Report

Report for Dec. 23
12/16 Agency Assist;

24550 Jackson Rd. Assisted
Allen Co. Sheriff's Office
12/16 One vehicle non-in-

jury accident; K47 .4mi east
of Harper Rd. 
12/16 Incident report;

23455 140th Rd. 
12/16 One vehicle non-in-

jury accident; 14th St. 5ft
south of Osa Martin Blvd.
Chanute.
12/17 One vehicle non-in-

jury accident; Elk Rd. .6mi
south of 240th Rd. (1)
12/17 One vehicle non-in-

jury accident; Elk Rd. .6mi
south of 240th Rd. (2)
12/17 One vehicle non-in-

jury accident; 21st St. 30ft
east of Plummer.
12/17 One vehicle minor

injury accident; 70th Rd. at
U59. 
12/19 Incident report;

50th and Wallace Rd.
12/19 Car/Deer accident;

Udall Rd. .3mi south of
110th Rd.
12/19 Theft by deception

report; 623 Washington St.,
St. Paul. Elderly victim re-
ceived a phone call from an
individual claiming his grand-
son was in jail in North Car-
olina and needed money to
bail him out. The victim
mailed the requested money.
The caller then requested ad-
ditional money be sent to the
same address in North Car-
olina. Deputy Chris Gericke
was able to obtain assistance
from the Union County Sher-
iff's Office in Monroe, N.C. A
second package was sent to
the requested location in
Waxhaw, N.C. On 12/20/

2019, Detectives with the
Union County Sheriff's Office
were able to arrest two men:
Brian Martinez, 24, Charlotte,
N.C. and Anderson Tejeda,
25, N.C. Neosho County
Sheriff's Deputies will be
sending information to the
C/A, requesting charges of
Felony Theft by Deception.
12/20 Incident report,

9150 220th Rd.
12/20 Car/Deer accident;

U59 .4mi south of 130th Rd.
12/20 Incident report;

22165 Harper Rd.
12/20 Incident report; 402

E. State, Erie 
12/20 Incident report; 215

N. Okmulgee, Thayer.
12/20 Arrested Hagen

Henderson, 20, Chanute for
Stalking.
12/20 Arrested Mark

Henry, 33, Galesburg for dis-
orderly conduct.
12/21 Arrested Mark

Smith, 40, Chanute for vio-
lating a protective order.
12/21 Arrested Nicholas

Haviland, 34, Erie for do-
mestic battery, possession of
methamphetamine, and pos-
session of marijuana.
12/21 Traffic stop; 4500

Kiowa Rd. Arrested Lee Re-
liford Jr., 23, Pittsburg on a
Bourbon County arrest war-
rant. Additionally sending a
report to the C/A for review
of charges for possession of
marijuana.
12/22 Incident report;

20305 210th Rd. 
12/22 Incident report; 422

W. Wilson, Thayer.
12/22 Arrested Terry

Fields, 63, Galesburg for do-
mestic battery.
12/22 Incident report; 120

Main, Galesburg. 

SHERIFF’S REPORT

FROM PREVIOUS PAGE
Leon Garvin, as Toast-

master, showed himself to be
a real master in calling the
speakers into action. Toasts
given by the toasters were
appropriate for the occasion,
being mostly of a humorous
nature with a light touch of
the serious vein in spots.
Some of the best schools in
the middle west were repre-
sented at the banquet and

competition ran high for the
honor of having the most ad-
vantage in different institu-
tions.
Summing up the sub-

stance of the college peoples’
talks it is easy to see that
Kansas ranks high in her
places of learning and any of
this year’s outgoing seniors
should have no trouble in
picking his or her school for
next year.
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When KDOT crews treat
highways for ice, especially
when it is the coldest, mo-
torists might notice darker
trails on the pavement in-
stead of the usual white trails
left by brine.
It’s beet juice. It tends to

leave a brownish or grayish
residue.
Here’s why KDOT some-

times mixes beet juice with
brine (saltwater) that it ap-
plies to roadways to melt ice
or to slow its formation.
-- The properties of beet

juice, when mixed with
brine, allow the melting
agent to be effective at lower
temperatures. Based on the
level of concentration, beet
juice mixed with brine can
help control ice when it is as
cold as around 0 degrees.
Beet juice also allows

brine and salt to adhere to
pavement longer.
On bridges, which tend to

get icy, beet juice bonds to
the salt crystals in brine and
helps the brine stick to a
bridge deck longer, says Jim
Frye, Field Maintenance
Manager/Emergency Coordi-
nator with KDOT. 
Another beet-juice bene-

fit, says District Five District
Engineer Brent Terstriep, is

that when beet juice is added
to brine, the combination
makes ice-fighting more effi-
cient because crews don’t
have to drive out as often to
apply brine.
Frye gave this additional

explanation of how beet juice
works and how it has been
used:
-- As moisture on pave-

ment starts to freeze, the
juice slows the process so
that the liquid remains slushy
longer. That gives crews
more time to clear highways
before the liquid turns to
solid ice.
-- One problem with

spreading salt or spraying
salt brine on a highway is
that it will bounce away or
scatter with traffic or the
wind. “When the beet juice is
added to the salt or salt brine,
with its sticky texture, it will
hold the salt or salt crystals
on the highway longer, al-
lowing it to work in our
favor,” Frye said. 
KDOT began experiment-

ing with the beet juice it uses
now during the winter of
2015 in northwestern
Kansas. Since then, KDOT
has made beet juice available
at more than 20 locations
across Kansas.

A KDOT truck sprays a brine/beet mix on Thursday,
Dec. 26, on U.S. 56 between Larned and Pawnee
Rock. Crews in that area were spraying bridges and
other areas vulnerable to freezing in anticipation of
possible ice and snow Friday morning. Beet juice
helps brine stick to pavement.

Why KDOT uses beet
juice, how it works
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APPETIZER
ONION
RINGS

A D’ANGELO’S CUSTOMER FAVORITE:

COWBOY BURGER

Purchase any large
pizza and receive a free
order of 4 cheese raviolis

EXPIRES 07/31/2021

244-5618

Tuesday through Thursday & Sunday:
Open 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Friday & Saturday: Open 11 a.m. to 9:30 p.m.
ENJOY THE FRESH SALAD BAR

CHECK OUR CHILDREN’S SPECIALS DURING REUNION WEEK

Closing Friday, July 16, at Noon
Our lobby is officially OPEN!

Come by today and check out our new products!
Free in-town delivery to Erie and St. Paul.

FROM FRONT PAGE
“We will have to drop it

(family pass) or raise it,” said
Justin Kramer, who was
elected president of the board
at the start of the meeting. If
we keep it, we may have to
go up to $125 just for the cost
of officiating. We have to
cover some of the cost of the
officials. They (families) are
still getting a deal at $150.”
One other small issue with

the current plan was dividing
up the revenue between the
high school and the middle
school. In the past, the school
that received the payment for
the family pass kept the rev-
enue. It hasn’t been a “prob-
lem” as Francis andGalesburg
Middle School Principal Jared
Han worked together, such as
the high school making track
and field purchases which
middle school students bene-
fited from using, there was not
an actual split of family pack-
age fees. If the payment was
made at the high school, those
fundswere credited to the high
school activity account and the
same at the middle school.
By a unanimous vote, the

board voted to have two fam-
ily sports packages – one for
the high school at $100 and
one for the middle school at
$50 – for the 2021-22 school

year.
Sports family package

fees were not the only in-
crease on the menu for board
members. Superintendent
Troy Damman outlined a
proposed menu item increase
for school breakfasts and
lunches. However, as part of
the COVID-19 package,
meals will still be “free” for
the next school year.
Student lunch fees will in-

crease a dime (to $2.80 at the
elementary school and to
$2.90 at the middle school
and high school). Student
breakfasts will also increase
a dime to $1.60 at all three
schools. An adult (school
employee or patron) break-
fast increases 15 cents to
$2.50 while adult lunches
(school employee or patron)
increase a quarter to $4.
While the book rental for

all students remains un-
changed at $25, Chromebook
fees will increase from $30 to
$35.
Driver’s education class

fees will also rise. The fee for
students enrolled at USD
#101 will increase from $100
to $125; increase for non-
USD #101 students from
$200 to $225; and for adults,
the fee will increase from
$300 to $325.

School fees

LARGE NEIGHBOORHOOD SALE
414 N. Grant Street, Erie

July 15 - 16 - 17 9 a.m until ???
Electronics, furniture, books, crafts,
toys, antiques, tables, book shelves.
Lots of bargains for the entire family.

Sewer rate
likely going
up in August
By EDDIE HIBBS III
Record Publisher & Owner

Unless an unlikely flush
of expenses takes place
within the confines of the
City of Erie, sewer rates for
local residents will rise in
August.
During Monday’s meet-

ing of the Erie City Council,
City Treasurer Cindy
Schoenhofer detailed the re-
alities of the city’s Sewer
Fund.
“Either we have to in-

crease the rate or cut ex-
penses,” the treasurer shared.
According to Schoen-

hofer, through the first five
months of 2021, the Sewer
Fund has spent $7900 more
than the fund has collected.
Currently, Erie residents pay
an $11.50 per month fee for
basic sewer plus $3.15 for
every 1000 gallons. Schoen-
hofer suggested the council
members consider an in-
crease to $4 per 1000 gal-
lons.
Schoenhofer shared that if

the council opted to increase
the per 1000-gallon rate by
85 cents, this would generate
an additional $4300 per year
for the city coffers (based on
current numbers).
The council did not take

any action on the matter. For
one, the city would need to
publish an ordinance notify-
ing residents of the increased
rate, if the council opts to
raise the rate. City Attorney
Seth Jones was not at Mon-
day’s meeting. Also absent
was council member Trenton
Moore. Generally speaking,
the council opts not to vote

on matters of a “more serious
nature” when the full council
isn’t present unless neces-
sary.

Council member Tereasa
DeMeritt was not physically
at Monday’s meeting, but
joined the session via the
telephone.
The first report of the de-

partment heads shared with
the council Monday night
was from Cindy Garland,
Erie Market store manager.
She requested and received
permission to add another
part-time employee.
As usual, she provided fi-

nancial sheets for the coun-
cil, which showed the Erie
Market net sales for the
month of June at
$100,473.51.
The bulk of the store sales

are purchased with a debit
card ($48,812) followed by
cash ($21,359), a credit card
($16,342), and paper check
($8,999).
The classification of sales

items included “grocery” as
the top seller for June at
$29,589 (no surprise, it is a
grocery store after all) with
meat sales second at $13,221
followed by dairy ($9,814).
Fourth on the list was “hot
deli” at $9,586.
“(Hot) dinners have

slowed down a bit,” Garland
explained. “I think it is be-
cause of the heat.”
See COUNCIL, Page Seven

Ellene Manly
Ellene Manly, 74, of Erie,

passed away at 9:41 p.m.,
Thursday, July 8, 2021, at the
University of Kansas Medical
Center in Kansas City, Kansas
from injuries sustained in a
motor vehicle accident north
of Erie on Tuesday, July 6th.
She was born on Novem-

ber 2, 1946, at Bonanza,
Arkansas to Lester and Ruby
(Lindsay) Phillips.  She grew
up at Bonanza and Chanute
and attended schools there
graduating from Chanute
High School in 1964. She later
attended Neosho County
Community College where
she received certification as a
Medication Aide.
Ellene was a homemaker

and worked for many years at
the Arkhaven Nursing Home
in Erie as a Certified Medica-
tion Aide until her retirement
in the early 2000’s.
She loved to do crossword

puzzles, traveling to visit fam-
ily, volunteering at the Erie
Senior Citizens Center, and
helping provide care for peo-
ple in their homes. She at-
tended the First Baptist
Church in Erie.
Ellene and Ted Manly

were united in marriage on
June 7, 1964, at the Chanute
Nazarene Church. He survives
of the home.
In addition to her husband,

her survivors include two
sons, Robert Manly, and his
wife, Jeanette L.  Manly of Ot-
tawa, KS and Gary Manly of
Cottage Grove, OR; two
granddaughters, Morgan
Manly and Myla Manly of
Fort Scott; five brothers, Don

Phillips, and his wife, Gloria
of Chanute, Bob Phillips, and
his wife, Sharon of Derby,
Chris Phillips, and his wife,
Connie of Emporia, Bill
Phillips, and his wife, Leslie
of Rose Hill, and David
Phillips, and wife, Donna of
Bella Vista, AR; two sisters,
Lorene Hanes of Chanute and
Maureen Wilson of Wichita;
and many nieces and
nephews.  She was preceded
in death by her parents and a
sister, Pauline Phillips.
Memorial services will be

held at 2 p.m., Friday, July 16,
2021, at the Pierce-Carson-
Wall Funeral Home in Erie
with Pastor Danny Flippo of-
ficiating. Burial will follow
the service in the East Hill
Cemetery.  The family will re-
ceive friends at the funeral
home from 1 p.m., until serv-
ice time on Friday. Friends
may come to the funeral home
in Erie to sign the register
from 9 a.m. to 5 pm. Thurs-
day. 
Online condolences may

be left at www.wallfuneralser-
vices.com

SEAMLESS GUTTERING
& WINDOWS

“Either we have
to increase the rate
or cut expenses,”

Erie City Treasurer
Cindy Schoenhofer

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
The City of Erie will receive sealed bids for the

purchase of a 2015 Bobcat 96” heavy duty 6 way
dozer blade.

The blade will be sold in “as is” condition with
no warranties or guarantees.

Call Jake Tromsness at 620-212-0416 for an
appointment to view the blade.

Bids shall be placed in a sealed envelope
marked “Bobcat blade” and delivered to City Hall,
101 North Main, Erie, Kansas by July 26, 2021 at
5:00 P.M. The bid must contain the bidders name,
address, phone number, and bid amount.

Bids will be opened during the regular Erie City
Council meeting on July 26, 2021 at 6:00 P.M. at
City Hall.

THE CITY OF ERIE RESERVES THE RIGHT
TO REJECT ANY AND ALL BIDS.

Huge Sale Saturday
Grant Community Center

Stark, KS 
8 a.m. - 4 p.m. ~ Sat. July 17th
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ERIE FAMILY CARE CLINIC   620-244-5105

Have a safe Independence Day!
Closed July 4th and 5th.

Hours:  Tuesday - Thursday: 11-2 & 5-8
Hours:  Friday: 11-2 & 5-9
Hours: Saturday: 11-2 & 5-9

Phone:
(620)
244
3454

Weekly Deputy
Activity Report

06/23 Incident report; 206
Watermelon Rd., Thayer.
06/24 Traffic stop; K47

Hwy. and 1st, St. Paul. Cited the
driver, Brandy Tassi, 49, Girard,
for speeding and no proof of in-
surance.
06/24 Warrant arrest; 102 S.

Lincoln, Chanute. Arrested Alex
Son, 28, Humboldt, on a Neosho
County warrant.
06/24 Theft report; 3765

Gray Rd., Thayer.
06/25 Traffic stop; K47

Hwy. and 1st, St. Paul. Cited the
driver, Amy Wiltse, 46, Fort
Scott, for speeding and no proof
of insurance.
06/26 Incident report; Veter-

ans Rd. south from 80th Rd., St,
Paul.
06/26 Incident report; Jack-

son Rd, .1 mile north from 30th,
Parsons.
06/26 Incident report; 4305

Harper Rd., Galesburg.
06/27 Incident report; 2780

65th Rd., Thayer.

06/27 Incident report; 21180
Harper Rd., Chanute.
06/27 Incident report; Pre-

ston and Jefferson, Thayer.
06/27 Two vehicle non-in-

jury accident report; K47
Hwy.180 ft. east from U169
Hwy., Thayer.
06/27 Warrant arrest; 3802 S.

Santa Fe, Chanute. Arrested LS,
15, Chanute, on a Neosho
County warrant.
06/28 Non-injury accident

report; K47 Hwy, .3 mile east
from Queen Rd,, Erie.
06/28 Aggravated assault re-

port; 17545 Grady Rd,,
Chanute. Arrested Amanda
Howell, 45, Chanute. On aggra-
vated assault charges.
06/29 Car/deer accident re-

port; Harper Rd. .5 mile north
from 185th Rd., Chanute.
06/29 Incident report; 13470

80th Rd., Erie.
06/29 Incident report; 7085

Lost Lake, Thayer.
06/29 Car/deer accident re-

port; Udall Rd. .3 mile south
from 110th Rd, St. Paul.

SHERIFF’S REPORT

FROM FRONT PAGE
The Violent Crime Offenses

Rate per 1,000 was Erie at 2.0,
the sheriff’s office at 0.7, and
Chanute at 5.4.
Labette County had an over-

all Crime Index of 25.3 with a
Violent Crime Offenses Rate at
6.5. Wilson County had an over-
all Crime Index of 15.9 and a
Violent Crime Offenses Rate of
3.8.
Crawford County had an

overall Crime Index of 27.2
with a Violent Crime Offenses
Rate at 11.6. Allen County had
an overall Crime Index of 15.4
and a Violent Crime Offenses
Rate at 3.2.

Bourbon County had an
overall Crime Index of 16.6 and
a Violent Crime Offenses Rate
at 3.7. Montgomery County had
an overall Crime Index of 23.8
and a Violent Crime Offenses
Rate of 3.9.
For comparison purposes,

Sedgwick County, which in-
cludes Wichita, had a Crime
Index of 43.9 and a Violent
Crime Offenses Rate of 8.4.
Wyandotte County, which in-
cludes Kansas City, had a Crime
Index of 46.8 and a Violent Of-
fenses Rate of 10.4. Shawnee
County, which includes Topeka,
had a Crime Index of 34.7 and a
Violent Offenses Rate of 6.6.

SEK CrimeCrime Index

CONGRATULATIONS 2024-25 GRADUATES

Submitted photo
On June 17, Labette Health’s Nurse Residency program celebrated the graduation of its first cohort of nurses.
The program is a year-long formal program designed to support recently graduated registered nurses as they
transition into their first professional roles.  Throughout the program, they work in a variety of clinical educa-
tion content, including simulation and scenario-based learning, skills/task training, didactic education, shad-
owing opportunities and quality improvement engagement projects. Pictured from left: Amy Holtzman, RN;
Clinical Educator;  Cortney Neblett, BSN, RN; Education Director; Paige Shomber, RN; Emily Langston, RN;
Katie Bath, RN; Kyla Reyes, RN; Halie Taylor, RN; Sidney Hailey, RN; Faith Mustain, RN; and Kathi McKinney,
RN.  Not pictured:  Dylan Pape, RN; and Shayla Schaper, RN.


