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Volunteers Needed for Annual
Bean Pots for Reunion Week

On the Sunday before and after the Old Soldiers & Sailors
Reunion, July 13 and July 20, the famous “Bean Pots” will need
to be set up and taken down. Anyone willing to help, please meet
at the “bean line” at 7 a.m. on the designated days.

With a good number of volunteers, this should only take a
couple of hours. See you there.
MORE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED - Be a part of history ....

Help cook and serve beans during Reunion Week with the an-
nual free Reunion beans Friday, July 18.

ACROSS
THE TRACKS

AUTO-HOME-LIFE-HEALTH
FARM-CROP-COMMERCIAL

WWEELLCCOOMMEE TTOO TTHHEE 115522NNDD OOLLDD
SSOOLLDDIIEERRSS &&  SSAAIILLOORRSS RREEUUNNIIOONN
Broc Mattox...................Broc@nvinsurers.com
Breleigh Harris ......... Breleigh@nvinsurers.com
Julie Kincaid..................Julie@nvinsurers.com
Mike McGuire,,,,,,,,,,,,....Mike@nvinsurers.com
Don Smith ....................... don@nvinsurers.com
201 S. Main St., Erie (620) 244-3768
221 S. Main St., Walnut (620) 354-6150
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ERIE SENIOR CENTER
106 W. 3rd St., Erie, KS

Open 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. every day
The Erie Senior Center is a warm and very

inviting place to pass some time with old or
new friends. There are many activities for
those who like to just get out of the house for
a couple of hours. Activities include:
• Playing cards (seems to be one of the fa-

vorites). There is always a table of card players
every day. Other special groups meet to play
Pitch on the 1st and 3rd Thursday of each
month and Pinochle on the 1st Monday and
the 3rd Tuesday of each month.
• Exercise Equipment is available and in-

cludes a treadmill, stationary bicycle, stepper,
and small hand held and arm items to
strengthen the body.
• Pool Table – nothing like a good game of

pool with friends.
• Puzzle Table with good lighting and a se-

lection of puzzles.
• Various games such as Domnoes, Check-

ers, Word Books, Coloring, etc.
• Large TV screen to watch movies, etc.,

with comfortable seating.
• Piano for anyone’s enjoyment.
• Large selection of books to read.

Blood pressure/sugar checks monthly,
3rd Monday of each month at 11 a.m.

Rental of the Senior Center is available to
Senior Citizens. It is a great place for parties,
such as birthdays, anniversaries, family/school
reunions, etc. The Center was completely re-
modeled in 2016, complete with new kitchen
and appliances. Rental is $75 per day.
The Erie Senior Center board meeting is

held the 1st Monday of each month at 10 a.m.
Members of the Board are Lucille Swan, Lucy
Tredway, Mary Lou Vallier, Jerry Yockey and
Louise Booth. Board Meetings are open to the
public. Site manager for the Center is Gloria
Ewen. Contact numbers are (620) 234-2130 or
(405) 640-1550 for the Center.
Come on in and see what the Erie Senior
Center has to offer. The more the merrier!!

Coffee and cookies served daily.
HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!!!

By JOY MILLER
K-State Research and Exten-
sion Southwind District
Family Consumer Science

Just rattle off how many
pounds you want to lose,
what pant size you want to
wear, how much weight you
want to squat, or the date you
need to look photo-ready and
you are on your way. That is
how most people set goals.
Typical resolutions and goals
often lead to feeling lost,
confused, overwhelmed, and
crushed by ‘should’. Con-
tinue reading for tips on how
to create your 2020 blue print
to build the skills you need to
reach your goal this year.
When someone is asked

about their fitness goals,
most people start with the
outcome(s) they want: lose

20 pounds, six pack abs,
binge less often, bench press
a certain amount of weight.
Outcome goals describe how
we want things to be at the
end of the process. There is
nothing wrong with starting
with the end in mind but we
may not have control on how
things turn out.
Set a behavior goal to

focus on the things you do
have control over. They rep-
resent your commitment to
practice a particular set of ac-
tions or tasks every day, as
consistently and regularly as
possible. Examples: Lose
weight (outcome), eat until
satisfied instead of stuffed at
each meal (behavior). Squat
more weight (outcome),
squat 3 times a week at vari-
ous intensities (behavior).
Want a better relationship

Lady Devils secure victory
in final contest of 2019
By EDDIE HIBBS III
Record Publisher & Owner

Turnovers continued to haunt the
Erie High School girls’ basketball team
in its final game of 2019. However, the
Lady Devils forced enough turnovers of
their own to score a 37-30 win Dec. 20
at home against Oswego.
The Lady Devils had six turnovers in

the first quarter alone, including the
team’s first possession. A pair of 3-
pointers by junior Allie Vail on Os-
wego’s first two possessions gave the
Indians the early 6-0 lead.
On Erie’s fourth possession, sopho-

more Sarah Stark tallied the first basket
for the home team with 6:26 remaining
in the first.
Taking advantage of two more

turnovers, Oswego built a 10-2 lead on
a 3-pointer by junior Lindsy Dinnsen
with 4:34 left in the quarter.
Erie’s defense held Oswego to a sin-

gle free throw the rest of the quarter,
forcing a couple of turnovers. Erie had
baskets from senior Molly LaForge (on
an offensive put-back) and a jump shot
from Abigail VanLeeuwen (the final
basket of the quarter with 48 seconds on
the clock).
The Lady Devils committed

turnovers on five of their first eight pos-
sessions in the second quarter, allowing
Oswego to build a 15-6 lead. A trey at
3:58 left in the first half by Oswego
sophomore Brooklyn Mae Alberton
gave the Lady Indians their biggest lead
of the game, 21-10.
Erie’s defense stepped up the rest of

the half, helping the Lady Devils
outscore Oswego 10-1, cutting the
deficit to 22-16 at the break.
“Turnovers? Oh, dear yes,” said

Erie head coach Sindy Daniels. “We
talked about it at halftime about how
we have to read the passes and play to-
gether. We put pressure on them and
also adjusted our press to a 2-2-1 and
gave them fits.”
Indeed. Those halftime adjustments

helped Erie outscore Oswego 11-2 in
the third quarter to take a 27-24 lead
into the final frame.
Erie turned the ball over seven times

in the third quarter, but forced a dozen
turnovers by Oswego. Those five extra

possessions were crucial in the Lady
Devils’ rally.
Erie’s defense forced turnovers by

Oswego on nine of the Lady Indians’
first 10 possessions after the break.
A pair of free throws from Erie soph-

omore Ryleigh Brant tied the game at
22 with 5:25 remaining in the third.
Brant also was key in the play giving
the Lady Devils their first lead when
she tipped the ball on an Oswego in-
bound play to junior Skylar Clevenger,
who connected on the shot attempt, giv-
ing Erie a 24-22 advantage with 4:37 on
the clock.
The Lady Devils tallied the final

three points of the period – a basket
from LaForge at 2:12 and a made free
throw from VanLeeuwen at 1:14.
Erie would also score the first three

points of the final frame.
The Lady Devils never relinquished

the lead once obtaining it.
“We had to have the entire bench

tonight,” Daniels said after the game.
“We had a lot of girls step up and do
their part. There is no fussing yet, and
that’s huge.”
Besides turnovers, free throws have

hampered the Lady Devils through the
early part of the season. While the Lady
Devils attempted 27 free throws against
Oswego, Erie converted only 13 of
them.
“We are going to have to improve

(on free throws),” Daniels explained.
“In our first game, we were 8-of-15 for
53 percent. It has been a roller coaster
on the free throw line. We do well in
practice.”
Junior Maddie Kramer led Erie in

scoring with 11 points while LaForge
and Clevenger followed with eight
points each. Sophomore Sarah Stark,
making her first career start at the var-
sity level, finished with five points.
VanLeeuwen and Brant completed the
scoring with three and two points, re-
spectively.
Vail led Oswego with 16 points, fin-

ishing with four 3-pointers. The Lady
Indians made six 3-pointers overall.
“We started out slow and slug-

gish,” Daniels added. “The defense
wasn’t moving the first half. I never
felt like we ran an offense the entire
first half. We have to get to the point,
we settle down quicker and realize
when we need to score and when we
need to run the clock down. It is
great going into Christmas break 2-
2. It took the entire team to get us
there.”
Erie opened the season with a win in

the opening round of the Humboldt
Tournament, then dropped the next two
games.
“This was a huge win for us,”

Daniels said.
Erie also won the junior varsity

game, a two quarter contest, 33-12.
Emma Duff led Erie with nine points
while Josie Jacquinot tallied eight.
The Lady Devils are scheduled to re-

turn to action Tuesday, Jan. 7, at home
against Cherryvale. The team’s games
at Baxter Springs Dec. 12 were post-
poned due to weather/road conditions.
Erie also plays at home Jan. 17

against Eureka - the Lady Devils’ only
other home contest in January.

CRYSTAL McGOWEN/For The Erie Record
Erie junior Maddie Kramer (23) takes the ball to the
basket during the Lady Red Devils’ 37-30 win at
home against Oswego Dec. 20 - the final game be-
fore the holiday break. Kramer led Erie with 11
points and was the team’s only player to score in
double figures, though the Lady Devils enjoyed a
balanced scoring attack. Junior Allie Vail led the
Lady Indians with 16 points, and like Kramer, was
her team’s only player to score in double digits.

with a partner (outcome),
have a date night once a
week (behavior).
Both outcome and behav-

ior goals are trackable. Be-
havior goals are usually more
effective because they give
you something to do and
track each day.
Avoidance goals, you

know the ones-stop drinking
soda, absolutely no sugar,
stop smoking. Avoid goals
are nice and straightforward,
seems logical they would
push you away from some-
thing bad or something that
threatens what you want to
achieve. This type of goal is
a lot of psychological work,
taking up mental and emo-
tional real estate and energy.
All you think about is what
you are not doing or should-
n’t do but really want to do.
Turn avoidance goals into

approach goals. Approach
goals pull you toward some-
thing desirable, focus on
feeling good or about doing
good for ourselves. Revisit-
ing the stop drinking soda
(avoid) an approach solution
could be drink a glass of
water with meals each day,
the benefit may be headaches
are gone.
Performance goals are

similar to outcome goals and
usually associated with ex-
ternal validation such as
wanting to get good grades or

win a competition. Perform-
ance goals can be fun for a
while, pushing yourself to be
your best. It can also be de-
motivating if they don’t work
out. Just like outcome goals,
performance goals are often
limited by factors outside
your control. Performance
goals also put our
happiness and satisfaction

in the hands of someone or
something else. This may be
pleasing a coach or parent,
beating a competitor, social
media likes, etc.
Instead of setting per-

formance goals, create mas-
tery goals that emphasize the
process of getting a little bit
better each day at a particular
skill. Mastery is gratifying
because no matter what oth-
ers think or do, you can still
feel good about your own
personal progression. Mas-
tery goals involve words like
‘work on’, ‘build’, and ‘prac-
tice’.

Editor’s Note: To help
with your health and fitness
goals this year, visit South-
wind.k-state.edu for upcom-
ing programs such as Stay
Strong Stay Health and Walk
Kansas. The Southwind Dis-
trict has other upcoming
events and resources to help
you work toward your goals
of health, finance, and over-
all well-being.

New Year’s Resolutions

Develop fitness goals into good ones

CRYSTAL McGOWEN/
For The Erie Record

Erie sophomore Sarah Stark
drains another free throw during
the Lady Devils’ 37-30 win Dec.
20 at home against Oswego. It
was Stark’s first varsity start. The
sophomore finished with five
points.
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APPETIZER
ONION
RINGS

A D’ANGELO’S CUSTOMER FAVORITE:

COWBOY BURGER

Purchase any large
pizza and receive a free
order of 4 cheese raviolis

EXPIRES 07/31/2021

244-5618

Tuesday through Thursday & Sunday:
Open 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Friday & Saturday: Open 11 a.m. to 9:30 p.m.
ENJOY THE FRESH SALAD BAR

CHECK OUR CHILDREN’S SPECIALS DURING REUNION WEEK

Closing Friday, July 16, at Noon
Our lobby is officially OPEN!

Come by today and check out our new products!
Free in-town delivery to Erie and St. Paul.

FROM FRONT PAGE
“We will have to drop it

(family pass) or raise it,” said
Justin Kramer, who was
elected president of the board
at the start of the meeting. If
we keep it, we may have to
go up to $125 just for the cost
of officiating. We have to
cover some of the cost of the
officials. They (families) are
still getting a deal at $150.”
One other small issue with

the current plan was dividing
up the revenue between the
high school and the middle
school. In the past, the school
that received the payment for
the family pass kept the rev-
enue. It hasn’t been a “prob-
lem” as Francis andGalesburg
Middle School Principal Jared
Han worked together, such as
the high school making track
and field purchases which
middle school students bene-
fited from using, there was not
an actual split of family pack-
age fees. If the payment was
made at the high school, those
fundswere credited to the high
school activity account and the
same at the middle school.
By a unanimous vote, the

board voted to have two fam-
ily sports packages – one for
the high school at $100 and
one for the middle school at
$50 – for the 2021-22 school

year.
Sports family package

fees were not the only in-
crease on the menu for board
members. Superintendent
Troy Damman outlined a
proposed menu item increase
for school breakfasts and
lunches. However, as part of
the COVID-19 package,
meals will still be “free” for
the next school year.
Student lunch fees will in-

crease a dime (to $2.80 at the
elementary school and to
$2.90 at the middle school
and high school). Student
breakfasts will also increase
a dime to $1.60 at all three
schools. An adult (school
employee or patron) break-
fast increases 15 cents to
$2.50 while adult lunches
(school employee or patron)
increase a quarter to $4.
While the book rental for

all students remains un-
changed at $25, Chromebook
fees will increase from $30 to
$35.
Driver’s education class

fees will also rise. The fee for
students enrolled at USD
#101 will increase from $100
to $125; increase for non-
USD #101 students from
$200 to $225; and for adults,
the fee will increase from
$300 to $325.

School fees

LARGE NEIGHBOORHOOD SALE
414 N. Grant Street, Erie

July 15 - 16 - 17 9 a.m until ???
Electronics, furniture, books, crafts,
toys, antiques, tables, book shelves.
Lots of bargains for the entire family.

Sewer rate
likely going
up in August
By EDDIE HIBBS III
Record Publisher & Owner

Unless an unlikely flush
of expenses takes place
within the confines of the
City of Erie, sewer rates for
local residents will rise in
August.
During Monday’s meet-

ing of the Erie City Council,
City Treasurer Cindy
Schoenhofer detailed the re-
alities of the city’s Sewer
Fund.
“Either we have to in-

crease the rate or cut ex-
penses,” the treasurer shared.
According to Schoen-

hofer, through the first five
months of 2021, the Sewer
Fund has spent $7900 more
than the fund has collected.
Currently, Erie residents pay
an $11.50 per month fee for
basic sewer plus $3.15 for
every 1000 gallons. Schoen-
hofer suggested the council
members consider an in-
crease to $4 per 1000 gal-
lons.
Schoenhofer shared that if

the council opted to increase
the per 1000-gallon rate by
85 cents, this would generate
an additional $4300 per year
for the city coffers (based on
current numbers).
The council did not take

any action on the matter. For
one, the city would need to
publish an ordinance notify-
ing residents of the increased
rate, if the council opts to
raise the rate. City Attorney
Seth Jones was not at Mon-
day’s meeting. Also absent
was council member Trenton
Moore. Generally speaking,
the council opts not to vote

on matters of a “more serious
nature” when the full council
isn’t present unless neces-
sary.

Council member Tereasa
DeMeritt was not physically
at Monday’s meeting, but
joined the session via the
telephone.
The first report of the de-

partment heads shared with
the council Monday night
was from Cindy Garland,
Erie Market store manager.
She requested and received
permission to add another
part-time employee.
As usual, she provided fi-

nancial sheets for the coun-
cil, which showed the Erie
Market net sales for the
month of June at
$100,473.51.
The bulk of the store sales

are purchased with a debit
card ($48,812) followed by
cash ($21,359), a credit card
($16,342), and paper check
($8,999).
The classification of sales

items included “grocery” as
the top seller for June at
$29,589 (no surprise, it is a
grocery store after all) with
meat sales second at $13,221
followed by dairy ($9,814).
Fourth on the list was “hot
deli” at $9,586.
“(Hot) dinners have

slowed down a bit,” Garland
explained. “I think it is be-
cause of the heat.”
See COUNCIL, Page Seven

Ellene Manly
Ellene Manly, 74, of Erie,

passed away at 9:41 p.m.,
Thursday, July 8, 2021, at the
University of Kansas Medical
Center in Kansas City, Kansas
from injuries sustained in a
motor vehicle accident north
of Erie on Tuesday, July 6th.
She was born on Novem-

ber 2, 1946, at Bonanza,
Arkansas to Lester and Ruby
(Lindsay) Phillips.  She grew
up at Bonanza and Chanute
and attended schools there
graduating from Chanute
High School in 1964. She later
attended Neosho County
Community College where
she received certification as a
Medication Aide.
Ellene was a homemaker

and worked for many years at
the Arkhaven Nursing Home
in Erie as a Certified Medica-
tion Aide until her retirement
in the early 2000’s.
She loved to do crossword

puzzles, traveling to visit fam-
ily, volunteering at the Erie
Senior Citizens Center, and
helping provide care for peo-
ple in their homes. She at-
tended the First Baptist
Church in Erie.
Ellene and Ted Manly

were united in marriage on
June 7, 1964, at the Chanute
Nazarene Church. He survives
of the home.
In addition to her husband,

her survivors include two
sons, Robert Manly, and his
wife, Jeanette L.  Manly of Ot-
tawa, KS and Gary Manly of
Cottage Grove, OR; two
granddaughters, Morgan
Manly and Myla Manly of
Fort Scott; five brothers, Don

Phillips, and his wife, Gloria
of Chanute, Bob Phillips, and
his wife, Sharon of Derby,
Chris Phillips, and his wife,
Connie of Emporia, Bill
Phillips, and his wife, Leslie
of Rose Hill, and David
Phillips, and wife, Donna of
Bella Vista, AR; two sisters,
Lorene Hanes of Chanute and
Maureen Wilson of Wichita;
and many nieces and
nephews.  She was preceded
in death by her parents and a
sister, Pauline Phillips.
Memorial services will be

held at 2 p.m., Friday, July 16,
2021, at the Pierce-Carson-
Wall Funeral Home in Erie
with Pastor Danny Flippo of-
ficiating. Burial will follow
the service in the East Hill
Cemetery.  The family will re-
ceive friends at the funeral
home from 1 p.m., until serv-
ice time on Friday. Friends
may come to the funeral home
in Erie to sign the register
from 9 a.m. to 5 pm. Thurs-
day. 
Online condolences may

be left at www.wallfuneralser-
vices.com

SEAMLESS GUTTERING
& WINDOWS

“Either we have
to increase the rate
or cut expenses,”

Erie City Treasurer
Cindy Schoenhofer

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
The City of Erie will receive sealed bids for the

purchase of a 2015 Bobcat 96” heavy duty 6 way
dozer blade.

The blade will be sold in “as is” condition with
no warranties or guarantees.

Call Jake Tromsness at 620-212-0416 for an
appointment to view the blade.

Bids shall be placed in a sealed envelope
marked “Bobcat blade” and delivered to City Hall,
101 North Main, Erie, Kansas by July 26, 2021 at
5:00 P.M. The bid must contain the bidders name,
address, phone number, and bid amount.

Bids will be opened during the regular Erie City
Council meeting on July 26, 2021 at 6:00 P.M. at
City Hall.

THE CITY OF ERIE RESERVES THE RIGHT
TO REJECT ANY AND ALL BIDS.

Huge Sale Saturday
Grant Community Center

Stark, KS 
8 a.m. - 4 p.m. ~ Sat. July 17th

Come enjoy a juicy KC Strip this weekend! 
Reunion Week we will be open for lunch on Friday
July 18th but closed for dinner to enjoy the bean
feed! Saturday lunch we will be open during the
Reunion Scramble golf tournament but we are
closed Saturday night for in house dining while

hosting Two Class Reunions.
We will be offering ToGo orders until 8 and allowing
the public to join us after 8 for Robbi Bell and her

unique sound on the patio! 

Hours:  Tuesday - Thursday: 11-2 & 5-8
Hours:  Friday: 11-2 & 5-9
Hours: Saturday: 11-2 & 5-9

Phone:
(620)
244
3454

Christopher J. Carter
Christopher J. Carter, 64, of

St. Paul, Kansas died at 3:03
p.m., Wednesday, July 2, 2025
at his residence in St. Paul.

Chris was born September
22, 1960 in Parsons, Kansas, a
son of James E. and Charlotte
(Smith) Carter.

He grew up in St. Paul and
graduated from St. Paul High
School.  He attended Ottawa
University in Ottawa, Kansas
and Pittsburg State University in
Pittsburg, Kansas.

Chris was currently the CEO
of Industrial Crating, Inc. in St.
Paul.  He was a board member
of Prairie Mission Retirement
Village in St. Paul and active in
the National Wooden Pallet and
Container Association. Chris
enjoyed his family, hunting,
fishing, playing golf and visiting
with people.

He was a member of St.
Francis Catholic Church in St.
Paul.

Survivors are a son, Steven
(Gib) Carter, and his girlfriend,
Amber Blume, of Salina,
Kansas; his daughters, Lisa
George, and her husband, Harri-
son, of Erie, Kansas, Kelli
Carter, and her spouse, Keenga
Carter, of Greensboro, North
Carolina, and Jackie Fulkerson
of Kansas City, Missouri; his
grandchildren, Rylee Altman,
Quinnlee George, Talon
George, and Greyson George; a
brother, Jamie Carter, and his
wife, Pam, of Joplin, Missouri;
his sisters, Becky Smith of Far-
lington, Kansas, Margaret

(Meg) Beezley of Afton, Okla-
homa, and Lori Carter of Girard;
numerous  nieces, nephews, and
cousins.

Chris was preceded in death
by his parents, a brother; Steven
Carter, on September 7, 1982; a
sister, Pamela A. Dent, on Au-
gust 1, 2024.

Funeral Mass will be at
11:00 a.m., Saturday, July 12,
2025 at St. Francis Catholic
Church in St. Paul with Fr.
Matthew Davied as Celebrant. 

The Rosary will be at 6:00
p.m., Friday , July 11, 2025 at
St. Francis Church in St. Paul
where the family will receive
friends until 8:00 p.m.  Friends
may call at the church after 2:00
p.m., Friday.

Memorials are suggested to
an Education Fund and these
may be left at the Church or the
Smith-Carson-Wall Funeral
Home, 518 W St. John, Box
258, Girard, 66743.

Condolences may be sent to
www.wallfuneralservices.com

OBITUARIES

Kazmier Butch Ptasznik, 76,
of Erie, died at 8:35 A.M., Fri-
day, July 4, 2025 at the Prairie
Mission Retirement Village at
St. Paul.

Further obituary information
and service arrangements will
be announced by the Pierce-Car-
son-Wall Funeral Home later.

We will be closing at noon, Friday, July 18.
Be sure to call your refills in if needed,

and look forward to seeing you at Reunion Week.
Free in-town delivery to Erie and St. Paul.

Lucy Sally Bell Frost
Lucy Sally Bell Frost, 83, of

rural Mound Valley and a for-
mer St. Paul resident, passed
away at 11:31 p.m., Friday, July
4, 2025, at the home of her
daughter, Alice Abbe, near
Neodesha.

Lucy was born on January
25, 1942, at St. Paul to Caryle
and Cordy Bell (Thompson)
Ward. She grew up at St. Paul
and attended schools there.

She and Elbert Clark Frost
were married on July 5, 1963.
He preceded her in death on
September 6, 2004.

They lived near the Big Is-
land at St. Paul, Labette City,
and briefly in Colorado before
settling at Mound Valley in
1965.

Lucy was a homemaker and
caregiver. She helped her
mother take care of her younger
siblings when she was younger.
She then went on to care for her
children, grandchildren, and
great-grandchildren.

Lucy enjoyed sewing, baking
cakes for family and friends,
cooking, having family over for
dinner, gardening, and canning.
She had a kind heart who loved
her family and friends deeply.
She would often share the pro-
duce from her garden and her
canned produce with family and
friends.

She is survived by her chil-
dren, Terry Raymond Ward of
Parsons, Lucy Thomas of
Mound Valley, Alice Abbe of
Neodesha, and David Frost, and
his wife, Dana of Parsons; ten

grandchildren; many great
grandchildren; two great-great
grandchildren; her sister, Cordy
Ann Hill of St. Paul; and many
nieces and nephews. She was
preceded in death by her son,
Michael Frost; son-in-law, Ken-
neth Thomas; five sisters; and
two brothers.

Funeral services will be
held at 10:30 a.m., Friday, July
11, 2025, at the Carson-Wall
Funeral Home in St. Paul with
Pastor Mike Blake officiating.
Burial will follow the service
in Hope Cemetery at St. Paul.
The family received friends at
the funeral home in St. Paul
from 7 to 8 p.m., Thursday
evening. 

Memorials are suggested to
Harry Hynes Memorial Hos-
pice, and these may be left at or
mailed to the Funeral Home,
403 Main St., St. Paul, Kansas
66771. 

Online condolences may be
left at www.walfuneralser-
vices.com. 

Kathleen (Kathy) Marie Ford
Kathleen (Kathy) Marie (De-

fenbaugh) Ford passed away
peacefully from this life to the
next on June 18, 2025, in
Chanute, Kansas, with her lov-
ing sons by her side. Kathy was
a devoted mother, grandmother,
and sister, cherished by those
who had the pleasure of know-
ing her.

She was born to George and
Ula Defenbaugh of rural
Stark/Walnut, Kansas, on De-
cember 20, 1952, where she
spent her childhood.

Later in life, Kathy moved to
Chanute, where she raised her
two sons, Rodney and Scott.
Throughout her years, she main-
tained a beautiful home that
served as a loving environment
filled with warmth and laughter.

In addition to being a dedi-
cated mother, she ran a daycare
for many years, playing a cru-
cial role in nurturing and shap-
ing the lives of numerous
children in the community, in-
cluding her beloved grand-
daughter, Kaitlyn.

Kathy was first married to
Larry Harding and later di-
vorced. Later, she married Allen
Ford and they also divorced.

Kathy's nurturing spirit was
further reflected in her passion
for gardening. In her spare time,
she poured her love into a vi-
brant garden brimming with var-
ious plants and flowers, which
brought joy not only to herself
but also to others she shared
them with. Kathy was also
known for her baking skills, de-
lighting friends and family with
her delicious pies and cookies,
all made with love. Throughout

her life, she found companion-
ship and joy in the many cats
she had as pets, each one hold-
ing a special place in her heart.

Her light touched many lives,
and her memory will forever be
cherished by all who were fortu-
nate enough to cross paths with
her.

Kathy is survived by her two
sons, Rodney (Colleen) Harding
of Olathe, KS, and Scott Ford of
Chanute, KS; her granddaughter,
Kaitlyn Ford of Chanute; and her
brother, Robert Defenbaugh of
Hoisington, KS. She is preceded
in death by her parents.

Kathy’s legacy of love and
kindness will live on in the
hearts of those she leaves be-
hind, reminding them always of
the impact one person can have
on many. Memorials are sug-
gested to the Carlie Challenge
and can be left with or mailed to
the funeral home.

A Celebration of Life Memo-
rial Service will be held Satur-
day, July 26, 2025, at 10:30 a.m.
at Wickham Family Funeral
Home, 500 North Forest Ave.
Chanute, KS.

Kazmier Butch Ptasznik
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Christmasbirdcount incounty
Highlights of theChristmasBirdCount inNeoshoCounty

will be presented byAndrewBurnet when Southeast Kansas
Audubon meets for the January meeting. Andrew is Vice
President of the chapter and Coordinator of the 2019 Christ-
mas Bird Count. Audubon chapters across the nation con-
duct a comprehensive annual bird count to determine the
numbers and status of our winter bird population.
The meeting will be held on Tuesday, Jan. 7, at 7 p.m. at

the Parsons Arboretum, located at 2004 Briggs Ave, at the
corner of 21st and Briggs in Glenwood Park in Parsons.
The public is invited and refreshments will be served fol-

lowing the program. For additional information call 620-
778-1877, 620-331-6820, or 620-331-6847.

CoffeyvilleWomen’sConnection
Dr. Michelle McGuirk, a general surgeon for Cof-

feyville Regional Medical Center will be featured when
Coffeyville Women’s Connection luncheon is held
Thursday, Jan. 9, at 11:30 a.m. at Coffeyville Community
College Student Union at the corner of W. 11th and
Beech, 401 W. 11th St. in Coffeyville. She will be speak-
ing on various issues that women face.
The inspirational speaker will be Janis Lussmeyer of

Bartlesville, Okla. She is a flutist, avid reader, writer and
lover of nature. She will share how her life took some un-
wanted turns after receiving some messages from cults
and how she came to know the truth.
Reservations must be made by Monday, Jan. 6, and

if needed, cancellations must be made by Tuesday, Jan. 7
by 8. p.m. For reservations, call Pat, 620-251-1262,
Cheryl, 620-331-6847,or Carolyn 620-331-6695, or email:
jrvoelzke@coxnet.

Beekeepers tomeet Jan.9
The Montgomery County Beekeepers Association will

meet Thursday, Jan. 9, at 6 p.m. at Independence Com-
munity College West Campus, 2016 West Main, Inde-
pendence. Norbert Neal, Southeast Director for Kansas
Honey Producers Association, will present the program.
He has been a beekeepers for 13 years and has been a suc-
cessful competitor at the Kansas State Fair and the Amer-
ican Honey Show.
His program will focus on Preparing for the Spring sea-

son. Norbert will speak on hive management and upkeep,
ordering bees and supplies for the upcoming season, how
to check to see if bees need feeding and other timely fac-
tors in beekeeping. There will also be a question and an-
swer session to help beekeepers in managing colonies.
Regardless of whether you are an experienced bee-

keeper, just starting the hobby or simply interested in hon-
eybees and wondering what we are all about, MCBA
welcomes you.
For additional information call 620-423-4281, 620-

515-3977, 620-249-4864 or 620-331-6847.

Alumni basketball game set
The Erie High School boys basketball team will be

sponsoring an Erie Alumni Basketball Tournament Jan. 4
with games beginning at 9 a.m. Players must be an EHS
alumni to play. This tournament is being coordinated by
Brett Thompson - contact him at (620) 496-5076 or mes-
sage him on Facebook for additional information.

Place your event in The Record
To place your event in “Across the Tracks,” email the

information to erierecord@hotmail.com.

ACROSS THE TRACKS

PHILLY CHEESE STEAK
CHEESEBURGER

Appetizer
SIDEWINDER

FRIES

$3.00 off any large
pizza or $2.00 off
any medium pizza

Expires 2/28/2020

Weekly Deputy
Activity Report

Report for Dec. 23
12/16 Agency Assist;

24550 Jackson Rd. Assisted
Allen Co. Sheriff's Office
12/16 One vehicle non-in-

jury accident; K47 .4mi east
of Harper Rd. 
12/16 Incident report;

23455 140th Rd. 
12/16 One vehicle non-in-

jury accident; 14th St. 5ft
south of Osa Martin Blvd.
Chanute.
12/17 One vehicle non-in-

jury accident; Elk Rd. .6mi
south of 240th Rd. (1)
12/17 One vehicle non-in-

jury accident; Elk Rd. .6mi
south of 240th Rd. (2)
12/17 One vehicle non-in-

jury accident; 21st St. 30ft
east of Plummer.
12/17 One vehicle minor

injury accident; 70th Rd. at
U59. 
12/19 Incident report;

50th and Wallace Rd.
12/19 Car/Deer accident;

Udall Rd. .3mi south of
110th Rd.
12/19 Theft by deception

report; 623 Washington St.,
St. Paul. Elderly victim re-
ceived a phone call from an
individual claiming his grand-
son was in jail in North Car-
olina and needed money to
bail him out. The victim
mailed the requested money.
The caller then requested ad-
ditional money be sent to the
same address in North Car-
olina. Deputy Chris Gericke
was able to obtain assistance
from the Union County Sher-
iff's Office in Monroe, N.C. A
second package was sent to
the requested location in
Waxhaw, N.C. On 12/20/

2019, Detectives with the
Union County Sheriff's Office
were able to arrest two men:
Brian Martinez, 24, Charlotte,
N.C. and Anderson Tejeda,
25, N.C. Neosho County
Sheriff's Deputies will be
sending information to the
C/A, requesting charges of
Felony Theft by Deception.
12/20 Incident report,

9150 220th Rd.
12/20 Car/Deer accident;

U59 .4mi south of 130th Rd.
12/20 Incident report;

22165 Harper Rd.
12/20 Incident report; 402

E. State, Erie 
12/20 Incident report; 215

N. Okmulgee, Thayer.
12/20 Arrested Hagen

Henderson, 20, Chanute for
Stalking.
12/20 Arrested Mark

Henry, 33, Galesburg for dis-
orderly conduct.
12/21 Arrested Mark

Smith, 40, Chanute for vio-
lating a protective order.
12/21 Arrested Nicholas

Haviland, 34, Erie for do-
mestic battery, possession of
methamphetamine, and pos-
session of marijuana.
12/21 Traffic stop; 4500

Kiowa Rd. Arrested Lee Re-
liford Jr., 23, Pittsburg on a
Bourbon County arrest war-
rant. Additionally sending a
report to the C/A for review
of charges for possession of
marijuana.
12/22 Incident report;

20305 210th Rd. 
12/22 Incident report; 422

W. Wilson, Thayer.
12/22 Arrested Terry

Fields, 63, Galesburg for do-
mestic battery.
12/22 Incident report; 120

Main, Galesburg. 

SHERIFF’S REPORT

FROM PREVIOUS PAGE
Leon Garvin, as Toast-

master, showed himself to be
a real master in calling the
speakers into action. Toasts
given by the toasters were
appropriate for the occasion,
being mostly of a humorous
nature with a light touch of
the serious vein in spots.
Some of the best schools in
the middle west were repre-
sented at the banquet and

competition ran high for the
honor of having the most ad-
vantage in different institu-
tions.
Summing up the sub-

stance of the college peoples’
talks it is easy to see that
Kansas ranks high in her
places of learning and any of
this year’s outgoing seniors
should have no trouble in
picking his or her school for
next year.

Remember The ERIE RECORD
erierecord@hotmail.com

When KDOT crews treat
highways for ice, especially
when it is the coldest, mo-
torists might notice darker
trails on the pavement in-
stead of the usual white trails
left by brine.
It’s beet juice. It tends to

leave a brownish or grayish
residue.
Here’s why KDOT some-

times mixes beet juice with
brine (saltwater) that it ap-
plies to roadways to melt ice
or to slow its formation.
-- The properties of beet

juice, when mixed with
brine, allow the melting
agent to be effective at lower
temperatures. Based on the
level of concentration, beet
juice mixed with brine can
help control ice when it is as
cold as around 0 degrees.
Beet juice also allows

brine and salt to adhere to
pavement longer.
On bridges, which tend to

get icy, beet juice bonds to
the salt crystals in brine and
helps the brine stick to a
bridge deck longer, says Jim
Frye, Field Maintenance
Manager/Emergency Coordi-
nator with KDOT. 
Another beet-juice bene-

fit, says District Five District
Engineer Brent Terstriep, is

that when beet juice is added
to brine, the combination
makes ice-fighting more effi-
cient because crews don’t
have to drive out as often to
apply brine.
Frye gave this additional

explanation of how beet juice
works and how it has been
used:
-- As moisture on pave-

ment starts to freeze, the
juice slows the process so
that the liquid remains slushy
longer. That gives crews
more time to clear highways
before the liquid turns to
solid ice.
-- One problem with

spreading salt or spraying
salt brine on a highway is
that it will bounce away or
scatter with traffic or the
wind. “When the beet juice is
added to the salt or salt brine,
with its sticky texture, it will
hold the salt or salt crystals
on the highway longer, al-
lowing it to work in our
favor,” Frye said. 
KDOT began experiment-

ing with the beet juice it uses
now during the winter of
2015 in northwestern
Kansas. Since then, KDOT
has made beet juice available
at more than 20 locations
across Kansas.

A KDOT truck sprays a brine/beet mix on Thursday,
Dec. 26, on U.S. 56 between Larned and Pawnee
Rock. Crews in that area were spraying bridges and
other areas vulnerable to freezing in anticipation of
possible ice and snow Friday morning. Beet juice
helps brine stick to pavement.

Why KDOT uses beet
juice, how it works
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School board
FROM FRONT PAGE

In his own report, Palser
touched on five areas specifi-
cally: June 2025 policy updates,
a board policy, field trips, a
water drainage issue at Gales-
burg and the 2024-25 budget
closeout report.

For Coover and Bachman,
they attended a KASB training
seminar on state assessments,
spending three days in Topeka.

“I had no idea what I was
getting into,” Coover shared.

The session focused on all
four levels of each standard.

During the seminar, each
teacher completed a 54-question
test with each question getting
progressively more difficult.

“One was the easiest, and 54
was the hardest,” Bachman
teased, “so I started out strong.”

“It was very enlightening,”
Coover added. “There was so
much information. I would do it
again.”

Bachman concluded with a
statement parents and guardians
might find very helpful.

“They are trying to modify
(state assessment scores) to be
more ‘parental friendly,’” he
said. “I’m glad they are admit-
ting the flaws and willing to ad-
dress it.” 

Brown shared the state
passed a law that requires school
district buildings to incorporate
a cardiac response plan, similar
to a fire drill.

“A cardiac arrest is different
than a heart attack,” Brown ex-
plained, adding that the goal is
to have an AED (automated ex-
ternal defibrillator) within 3
minutes at any of the sites. She
said using an AED within 3
minutes of an emergency drasti-
cally increases the chance of
surviving.

She also shared a video with
the board. Part of her presenta-
tion included adding an EKG
scan “for our kids.”

“The cost is $20 per person
and there are grants and funds
for parents who cannot afford
it,” Brown added.

Brown hopes to have a booth
set up during “Bean Week” to
share the information.

“The Response Plan we have
to file with the State,” Palser
said, adding he sent a proposal
to KASB for review.

King was straight to the point
in his message.

“We have four vehicles in the
transportation system that need
to be replaced,” King started.

One suggestion he made
was the district replace the
1993 Chevy pickup at the ele-
mentary school with an ATV.
He also inquired if the board
could consider authorizing pur-
chases to a certain amount for
vehicle purchases rather than
waiting up to a month until the
next meeting.

The district’s “backup bus” is
in it last year of being an eligible
vehicle for the district.

“It still passes inspection,”
Palser said.

King also complimented his
drivers.

The district has nine bus
routes of which two are driven
by mini-buses.

Magner also shared several
pages of reports and data from
the Kansas Communities that
Care during her presentation. 

Palser shared the good news
that “bullying dropped signifi-
cantly.”

“It’s all good news for us,”
he said on that front, but added,
“Vaping is a major deal at the
high school.”

The board was also made
aware of possible fundraising is-
sues moving forward. The line
from KASB’s recommendation
that was most discussed was the
following:

“Promotion of commercial or
private financial interests either
through direct sales or through
promotion of competitive goods
or services by students and em-
ployees is not fundraising and is
prohibited at school, on school
property, or at school-sponsored
events.”

“We are a small district and
rely on our local businesses,”
said Board President Brad De-
Meritt.

After a 15-minute executive
session, the board approved a
two-year plan on teacher nego-
tiations as presented.  After an-
other 20-minute executive
session, the board approving
personnel decisions (listed in
this edition) as well as pay raises
for all hourly staff, certified staff
and administrators – except for
the superintendent.


