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Students eligible for deportation protections 
caught in immigration crackdown

Ximena Arias-Cristobal 
knows the risks that can 
come with driving as a 
person living in the U.S. 
without legal authoriza-
tion, where a simple traffic 
stop could lead to being 
deported.

That fear materialized 
last month when she was 
pulled over by local police 
in Dalton, Georgia, for 
making an improper turn 
at a red light, but instead of 
a traffic ticket, the 19-year-
old was detained at Stewart 
Detention Center for nearly 
three weeks, she said at a 
virtual event Tuesday.

“Even though my time 
there was short … the 
emotional weight is over-
whelming,” Arias-Cristobal 
said during a panel con-
versation organized by 
advocacy groups opposing 
the Trump administration’s 
immigration crackdown 
on students without legal 
authorization and interna-
tional students.

“This isn’t just an 
immigration issue, it’s a 
human rights issue,” Arias-
Cristobal said.

She and her parents 

arrived in the United States 
without legal authorization 
from Mexico when Arias-
Cristobal was 4 years old. 
Her father was in the car 
with her last month and 
was also detained at the 
Stewart Detention Center, 
she said. He has since been 
released.

“What affected me the 
most was the transfer 
itself, being shackled at the 
waist and ankles,” Arias-
Cristobal said of being 
transferred by Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement 
agents to Stewart 
Detention Center.

Arias-Cristobal is eli-
gible to apply for depor-
tation protections under 
the Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals, or 
DACA, policy. DACA allows 
some people who were 
brought into the country 
as children without legal 
authorization to obtain a 
drivers license and work 
permits and remain in 
the country, under certain 
conditions.

But the agency that 
issues such protections, 
U.S. Citizenship and 
Immigration Services, 
stopped accepting 

applications in 2021 as 
part of a court case from 
Republican state offi-
cials challenging DACA’s 
legality.

The case remains pend-
ing and is likely to head to 
the U.S. Supreme Court.

Arias-Cristobal now faces 
deportation to Mexico as 
she tries to complete her 
higher education at Dalton 
State College, where she 
is studying economics and 
finance. 

Gaby Pacheco, president 
and CEO of advocacy group 
TheDream.US, said that 
cases like Arias-Cristobal’s 
are becoming more com-
mon under the second 
Trump administration and 
that “Dreamers are under 
attack.”

Pachecos’ group provides 
scholarships to young immi-
grants without legal status, 
including Arias-Cristobal, to 
pursue higher education.

She said that while DACA 
recipients have not been 
caught in deportations, “we 
have heard of people (be-
ing) held and questioned” 
by ICE agents.

“The level of cruelty, in-
humanity and lawlessness 
that we’re seeing from the 

Department of Homeland 
Security… is completely 
alarming,” Pacheco said.

That type of immi-
gration enforcement 
has impacted higher 
education, said Miriam 
Feldblum, the president 
of the Presidents’ Alliance 
on Higher Education and 
Immigration, which advo-
cates for international stu-
dents and students without 
proper legal authority to 
attend college.

The Department of 
Homeland Security in-
formed Harvard University 
last month that it was 
revoking the Ivy League 
school’s ability to accept 
international students. A 
federal court has temporar-
ily blocked the move while 
the case is pending.

“This will directly harm 
our enrollment at U.S. 
institutions,” she said of 
the Trump administra-
tion’s stance on limiting 
how many international 
students can attend higher 
education.

Feldblum said that be-
cause international stu-
dents pay full tuition, those 
costs often subsidize schol-
arships for U.S. students.
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prohibited the U.S. Department of 
Justice from renewing contracts with 
privately-run detention facilities. The 
Marshals Service is an agency of the 
Justice Department.

After entering office in January, 
President Donald Trump signed an 
executive order that rescinded the 
prohibition on the federal government’s 
use of privately-operated detention 
facilities.

CoreCivic’s Leavenworth facility 
previously had a grandfathered status 
because it was already being used as a 
detention center when the requirement 
for a special use permit was added to the 
city development regulations in 2012.

City officials argue the facility lost its 
grandfathered status after it stopped 
housing detainees for the Marshals 
Service because it went for more than 
one year without being used as a deten-
tion center.

CoreCivic officials argue the facili-
ty maintains its grandfathered status 
because it was never abandoned by the 
company. Staff have continued to work 
in the facility, and company officials 
worked to negotiate a contract with a 
new customer.

Attorneys for the city initially filed 
a lawsuit against CoreCivic in federal 
court. But that case was dismissed last 
month when a judge ruled the city had 
not demonstrated that the case could be 
heard in federal court.

The current case is being heard in 
Leavenworth County District Court, 
which is part of the state court system.

The lawsuit asks Bryant to make a 
declaratory judgement that CoreCivic must 
obtain a special use permit before housing 
inmates at the Leavenworth facility.

In addition to the temporary restrain-
ing order, the city is seeking a pre-
liminary injunction and a permanent 
injunction against CoreCivic.

CoreCivic
Continued from A1
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CherryRoad Media 
Inc. is focused on 
using technology 

to strengthen 
communities 
through their 

local newspapers. 

We believe the
newspaper is an 
essential resource 
for developing 
strong communities. 


