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Task force debates use of graduation rate

Wire report

Disagreement exists on the Kansas
Legislature’s task force reworking the
state’s public school finance formula
about the importance of high school
graduation rate as a measure of student
success.

A member of the task force pointed to
alleged manipulation of student re-
cords at Wichita Southeast High School
as evidence of why a district’s annual
graduation rate shouldn’t be viewed as a
significant metric, while others defend-
ed graduation rates as an evaluation
tool when determining whether districts
prepared students for the workplace or
college.

Rep. Kristey Williams, an Augusta
Republican, said the Wichita school dis-
trict had touted a 5.1 percentage point
surge in its graduation rate in 2024 to
84.3%. Wichita Southeast’s graduation
rate climbed 12.5 percentage points in
2024 to a record-high 86.3%.

Southeast’s principal was replaced

last week amid reports of suspected
grade fixing that may have been associ-
ated with helping students meet gradua-
tion requirements.

“I wouldn’t use graduation rates,” said
Williams, who didn’t see a meaningful
correlation between graduation rate and
student success. “If we want to baby
sit, that’s one thing. If we want to have
a safe place for them, that’s one thing.
But that doesn’t mean you’re learning
anything.”

Frank Harwood, a deputy commis-
sioner of the Kansas State Department
of Education, said one potential in-
cident of administrative misconduct
shouldn’t justify dismissal of graduation
rates as a means of measuring school
districts.

“When you look at any industry,
including the Legislature, there are
bad actors,” he said. “It doesn’t mean
you should throw out that metric all
together. I'm not saying graduation rate
is the best indicator, but I think it is an
indicator that we can’t just ignore.”

The Kansas State Board of Education
made elevating the state’s high school
graduation rate a feature in its “Kansans
Can” agenda and in terms of school
district accreditation. The state board’s
graduation-rate goal was set at 95%.

Kansas’ adjusted cohort graduation
rate, which tracked student graduation
within four years and took into account
transfers, has ranged from 86% to 89%
during the past decade.

In 2022-2023, more than 90 of the
state’s 287 school districts graduated
100% of students. Twenty school dis-
tricts had graduation rates below 80%
during that academic year. The Wichita
district’s graduation rate was at 79.2%
during that period, while the Kansas
City, Kansas, district came in at 73.4%.

Sen. Renee Erickson, a Wichita
Republican serving as chairwoman of
the Legislature’s school-finance task
force, said Kansas should continue to
include graduation rate in a set of evalu-
ation metrics. She said the state needed
to develop a definition of what a high

school diploma revealed about students.

Erickson said employers had reported
a high school diploma didn’t guarantee
a quality worker. University or college
officials indicated high school graduates
didn’t necessarily have skills to succeed
in higher education, she said.

“I have post-secondary folks in my
office frequently and they’re saying,
‘They’re not prepared for our level
of work,”” the senator said. “I’'m not
blaming. I'm just telling you, if you can’t
acknowledge that, we’ve got a problem.”

Task force member Pat Pettey, a
Democratic senator from Kansas City,
Kansas, said it would be folly to drop
the graduation rate as an indicator of a
school district’s ability to prepare stu-
dents for the future.

“I still am a strong supporter of
graduation rates because having a high
school diploma is a key to opening the
first door to get a job. I don’t believe it
is the key, but if they don’t have that
they’re not on a trajectory to be eco-
nomically successful,” Pettey said.

AUSTRALIAN SHEP-
HERDS, 2 six month old pup-
pies, black tux male, red female.
They have current vaccinations,
potty trained, kennel trained,
some obedience. Parents 100%
genetic tested. $600, no ship,
interview placement.
913-963-0046.

BORDER COLLIE puppies,

FOR SALE:

1. Snapper rider 32” $300.00

2. Well used Rototiller $25.00
4. Edger gas operated $50.00

5. Trimmer $70.00

6. Deer Feeder $70.00

shots, dewormed with medical | 7. His and Her Bikes with acces-
records, negotiable, deliverable. sory $100.00 for both
Plus Chihuahuas, Terriers. | 8. Car ramps $20.00

573-414-4601, 573-979-5375.

Need privacy and speed?
Ask about our “blind boxes.”

9. Lawn mower ramps $70.00

10. Truck, 2013 Chevy Silverado

(82,000+ miles ) price $20,000
913-787-7690
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PLACE YOUR AD:

Estate Sales

ESTATE SALE. 6/7, SAT.
9A-2P, S. 20TH ST. AND S.
19TH TERRACE. TOOLS,
TOOL CHEST AND ELECTRIC
MOWER, COLLECTIBLES, LA-
DIES SHOES AND CLOTHES,
ANTIQUE, BEDROOM,
LEATHER AND PATIO
FURNITURE. DUNGEONS &
DRAGONS, MAGIC CARDS,
CUSTOM LIGHTED
SHELVING, GAMING, FUNKO,
TIFFANY STYLE LAMPS AND
MORE. 816-726-2696

Miscellaneous

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in
as little as ONE DAY'! Affordable
prices - No payments for 18
months! Lifetime warranty & pro-
fessional installs. Senior & Mili-
tary Discounts available. Call:
1-833-752-0092

STOP OVERPAYING FOR
HEALTH INSURANCE! A re-
cent study shows that a majority
of people struggle to pay for
health coverage. Let us show you
how much you can save. Call
Now for a no-obligation quote:
1-833-928-5491 You will need to
have your zip code to connect to
the right provider.

INJURED IN AN ACCIDENT?
Don’t Accept the insurance com-
pany’s first offer. Many injured
parties are entitled to cash settle-
ments in the $10,000’s. Get a free
evaluation to see what your case
is really worth. 100% Free
Evaluation. Call Now:
1-888-920-1883

AGING ROOF? NEW HOME-
OWNER? STORM DAMAGE?
You need a local expert provider
that proudly stands behind their
work. Fast, free estimate. Financ-
ing available.

Call 1-833-889-4107 Have zip
code of property ready when call-
ing!

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP
& RESTORATION: A small
amount of water can lead to major
damage in your home. Our trusted
professionals do complete repairs
to protect your family and your
home’s value! Call 24/7:
1-833-879-1451 Have zip code of
service location ready when you
call!

NEED NEW WINDOWS? Drafty
rooms? Chipped or damaged
frames? Need outside noise
reduction? New, energy efficient
windows may be the answer! Call
for a consultation & FREE quote
today. 1-833-880-0052 You will
need to have your zip code to
connect to the right provider.

classmeds@ N
leavenworthtimes.com

Public Notices

IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF

LEAVENWORTH  COUNTY,
KANSAS PROBATE DIVI-
SION IN THE MATTER OF
THE ESTATE OF: MELINDA L.
MARCUM, DECEASED. CASE
NO. LV-2025-PR-000080
NOTICE OF HEARING AND
NOTICE TO CREDITORS THE
STATE OF KANSAS TO ALL
PERSONS CONCERNED:
You are hereby notified that on
the 23rd day of May, 2025, a
Petition was filed in this Court
by Jesse Jenkins, a devisee
and legatee of Melinda L. Mar-
cum, deceased, and Execu-
tor/Personal  Representative
named in the “Last Will and
Testament of Melinda L. Mar-
cum,” deceased, dated March
18, 2021, requesting that the
instrument attached thereto be
admitted to probate and record
as the Last will and Testament
of the decedent and that Let-
ters Testamentary under the
Kansas Simplified Estates Act
be issued to the Executor/Per-
sonal Representative to serve
without bond. You are further
advised that the Petitioner
in this matter has requested
administration pursuant to the
Kansas Simplified Estates Act,
and if such request is granted,
the Court may not supervise
administration of the estate
and no further notice of any
action of the Executor/Personal
Representative or other pro-
ceedings in the administration
will be given except for notice
of final settlement of the dece-
dent's estate. Should written
objections to simplified admin-
istration be filed with the court,
the court may order supervised
administration to ensue. You
are hereby required to file your
written defenses thereto on or
before the 27th day of June,
2025 at 8:30 o’clock a.m. of
said day, in this Court, in the
City of Leavenworth, Leaven-
worth County, Kansas, at which
time and place said cause will
be heard. To attend this hear-
ing virtually, contact the Office
of the District Court Clerk at
(913) 684-0700 for instructions
in the use of Zoom. Should
you fail therein, judgment and
decree will be entered in due
course upon said Petition. All
creditors are notified to exhibit
their demands against the
estate within four months from
the date of the first publication
of this notice as provided by
law, and if their demands are
not thus exhibited, they shall
be forever barred.

Jesse Jenkins,

Petitioner

Michael Crow #07707

Crow & Associates
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302 Shawnee Street
Leavenworth, Kansas 66048
Phone: (913) 682-0166

Fax: (913) 682-2130

E-Mail:
com
ATTORNEY FOR ESTATE
Published in the Leavenworth
Times, May 31, Jun 7, 14, 2025
3526310

The following vehicle and
his contents will be offered
for sale on June 11,2025 at
1816 S 4th St: 1995 Acura
Vin JH4DB7664SS011069
and 2005 Dodge Vin
1D4GP45R65B250723
Published in the Leavenworth
Times, Jun 6, 7, 2025
3537790

The following vehicle and his
contents will be offered for
sale June 20, 2025, at 1816
S. 4th St. 1999 Nissan Vin
1N4DL01D7XC033038
Published in the Leavenworth
Times, Jun 4, 7, 2025

mikecrow @crowlegal.

3538150
IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF
LEAVENWORTH  COUNTY,

KANSAS PROBATE DIVISION
IN THE MATTER OF THE
ESTATE OF: JOSEPH ROB-
ERT BRADLEY, DECEASED.
CASE NO. LV-2025-PR-000006
NOTICE OF HEARING

THE STATE OF KANSAS
TO ALL PERSONS CON-
CERNED: You are hereby noti-
fied that on the 30th day of May,
2025, a Petition was filed in this
Court by Jason R. Bradley and
Krista Bradley Spooner, devi-
sees and legatees of Joseph
Robert Bradley, deceased,
and Co-Personal Represen-
tatives named in the “Last Will
and Testament of Joseph Rob-
ert Bradley,” deceased, dated
August 19, 2022, requesting
that the instrument attached
thereto be admitted to probate
and record as the Last will and
Testament of the decedent
and that Letters Testamentary
under the Kansas Simplified
Estates Act be issued to the
Co-Personal Representatives
to serve without bond. You
are further advised that the
Petitioner in this matter has
requested administration pur-
suant to the Kansas Simplified
Estates Act, and if such request
is granted, the Court may not
supervise administration of the
estate and no further notice
of any action of the Personal
Representative or other pro-
ceedings in the administration
will be given except for notice
of final settlement of the dece-
dent's estate. Should written
objections to simplified admin-
istration be filed with the court,
the court may order supervised
administration to ensue. You
are hereby required to file your
written defenses thereto on
or before the 11th day of July,
2025 at 8:30 o'clock a.m. of

D 913.682.0305 WYY classifieds@leavenworthtimes.com
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said day, in this Court, in the
City of Leavenworth, Leaven-
worth County, Kansas, at which
time and place said cause will
be heard. To attend this hearing
virtually, contact the Office of
the District Court Clerk at (913)
684-0700 for instructions in the
use of Zoom. Should you fail
therein, judgment and decree
will be entered in due course
upon said Petition.
Jason R. Bradley and Krista
Bradley Spooner, Petitioners
Michael Crow #07707 Crow
& Associates 302 Shawnee
Street Leavenworth, Kansas
66048
Phone: (913) 682-0166
Fax: (913) 682-2130
E-Mail: mikecrow @crowlegal.
com ATTORNEY FOR ESTATE
Published in the Leavenworth
Times, Jun 7, 14, 21, 2025
3556180

The following vehicle and its
contents will be offered for sale
June 20,2025 at 10:00 am at
1816 S 4TH St Leavenworth
KS Auction June 20,2025
1991 Harley-Davidson VIN
1HD1ELL1XMY136010
Published in the Leavenworth
Times, Jun 7, 14, 2025
3556220
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Classified Deals

Auto Listings

Local Pros

Every edition of Your
Community Newspaper.

Subscribe Today
& Stay Savvy!

Qualified buyers don’t
investigate every ad, just the
ones that offer a good deal.
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