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U.S. labor department ends
Kansas grant because of DEI

Wire report

A Kansas program aimed at
preventing unemployment fraud
has been caught in the crosshairs
of the Trump administration’s
crusade against diversity, equity
and inclusion initiatives.

The U.S. Department of Labor
in May canceled $400 million in
unemployment insurance grants
across the country. Included with-
in the grant funding was language
that the Trump administration
associated with DEI initiatives,
such as studying the “equity of the
unemployment system” and an
“equitable access director.”

A spokesperson for the depart-
ment said the cuts were “part
of the administration’s ongoing
effort to remove unlawful DEI
programs across government.”

But at the Kansas Department
of Labor, the rescission didn’t
eliminate any DEI programs.

Instead, it defunded a program
that implemented identity verifi-
cation tools, fraud analytics and
safeguards to prevent criminal
attacks and system failures, which
were crucial in the wake of record
volumes of fraudulent claims
during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Amber Shultz, Kansas labor

secretary, wrote a letter Thursday
to U.S. Labor Secretary Lori
Chavez-DeRemer, expressing

her “deep concern and disap-
pointment” over the federal
government’s decision, which

she called “both confusing and
contradictory.”

“The rationale of canceling a
grant specifically intended to de-
tect and prevent fraud is, frankly,
counterproductive,” Shultz said
in the letter.

Kansas forfeited $1 million of
the $1.7 million total without
forewarning.

“Revoking this support now
leaves states more vulnerable to
the very threats we were all called
to confront,” Shultz said.

She called the funding loss “a
huge blow,” and said she an-
ticipates that employers and
claimants will feel the impacts,
which could mean slower claims
processes.

The termination notice the
state received from the federal
government reasoned that the
grant “no longer effectuates the
department’s priorities for its
grant funding.”

Communication between the
state and federal departments
has been nonexistent. Shultz

said in a phone call that she

and department staff have been
attempting to communicate with
the federal department, without
any response.

A statement to Kansas Reflector
attributed to a U.S. Department
of Labor spokesperson said
America’s unemployment system
is in an “infrastructure crisis, rid-
dled with waste, fraud and abuse.”

The statement said the Biden
administration squandered its
opportunity to fix the system by
focusing “on equitable access
rather than advancing access for
all Americans in need.”

Shultz said none of the funding
for Kansas’ unemployment insur-
ance fraud prevention grant pro-
gram was used for DEI initiatives.

The federal department is ful-
filling its goal, Shultz said, “if they
want fraudsters to have equitable
access to our funds.”

A different grant from the U.S.
Department of Labor under the
Biden administration, called the
equity grant, gave Kansas more
than $4.5 million, which the
state used to ensure all Kansans
could access the unemployment
system. That meant focusing on
rural Kansans without broadband
access, Shultz said.

County Commission to meet on Wednesday

Staff report

The Leavenworth

County Commission will
meet at 9 a.m. Wednesday
at the Leavenworth

300 Walnut St.

County Courthouse,

Agenda items include

bridge replacements, a
rezoning request and a
budget discussion.
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Id of Dreams

g to see fireworks on the Fourth
more than one option in

Leavenworth County.

Fort Leavenworth will once again host a Fourth
of July celebration. The event will take place in the
area of Merritt Lake on the Army post.

will begin with music at 6 p.m.

Friday. Admission to the event is free, but there
will be fees for food and beverage purchases as
well as children’s activities, according to the Fort
Leavenworth Family and Morale, Welfare and
Recreation website.

A Salute to the Union will take place at 8 p.m.,
and the fireworks show will begin at dusk.

The Family and MWR website encourages people to
bring blankets or lawn chairs to sit on during the event.

For more information, call 913-684-1674.

ton will have a parade and fire-

The parade will begin at 6:30 p.m. Friday on
Kansas 192 Highway in Easton, according to a flyer
from Easton City Clerk Becky Jones.

Following the parade, the festivities will continue
at the Easton City Park located at First and Broad
streets. A concession stand will be open. There will

e available and face painting. The

Silas Dogan Band will provide music.
A fireworks show will begin once it is dark, ac-
cording to the flyer.

ommunity Partners organization

will host the Red, White & Boom! Independence

will take place at the Field of

Dreams complex, 14333 Fairmount Road, according
to a Facebook post for the event.

Food trucks will be available starting at 6 p.m.
Friday. The fireworks show will begin around 9 p.m.
The fireworks are sponsored by the city of Basehor.

Parking will be limited at the Field of Dreams.
Organizers of the event are recommending that
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