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Approximately 200 peo-

ple gathered at the Prairie 

View Performing Arts Center 

to take an opportunity to 

express their viewpoint on 

the industrial solar develop-

ment question facing the Linn 

County Commissioners and 

Planning and Zoning Com-

mission.
P&Z Chair Richard Morrell 

welcomed the audience and 

introduced the nine-member 

Planning and Zoning Com-

mission; he then gave ground 

rules that proponents, neutral 

attendees and opponents of 

solar development, in that 

order, would be given two 

minutes to express their 

stand on the issue. 

Henry Chamberlin, repre-

senting a landowner in Linn 

County, spoke of the alleged 

impending closure of the La 

Cygne Power Station and said 

“electric generation is essen-

tial…the Evergy plant is still 

a regional hub of power; and 

we live under free enterprise.” 

He continued that solar won’t 

pollute the environment and 

landowners receive lucrative 

income for decades on solar 

panels built on their property.

Representing Clearway 

Energy, the developer of 

solar farms closest to Ever-

gy, Josh Framel reiterated 

the company’s involvement 

with the county since solar 

was brought up and said 

he believes in strict zoning 

regulations and wants to 

work with the county. “It is a 

good economic project and a 

benefit to the county.”

Proponent of solar develop-

ment Dustin Coffel, Mound 

City, who said, “Solar doesn’t 

cause teenage pregnancy or 

uneven wear of tires…two-

thirds of our property tax 

comes from the power plant. 

It’s not if, but when, the plant 

closes; solar won’t make 

up all those taxes, but it’s a 

start.”
He continued that the coun-

ty would have to triple taxes 

to make it revenue neutral, 

“we need to do something to 

replace tax revenue or it won’t 

be good for Linn County.”

Joey Harmon spoke on the 

point several proponents to 

solar had echoed that “we 

need to be able to do with 

our land without neighbors 

telling us what we can do or 

cannot do.” He continued 

that the power plant would be 

phased out in the next decade 

and solar is not detrimental 

to people or wildlife.

Two neutral speakers 

signed up to say their piece 

with Teresa Thomas first stat-

ing her family owns 200 acres 

near the power plant, which 

they farm in its entirety. She 

commented, “Our individual 

rights as landowners is being 

taken away,” and said by not 

allowing solar development is 

disallowing families to make 

money; she also worried 

about eminent domain with 

the power plant and land-

owner’s lack of ability to be 

involved in the decision mak-

ing process at that point.

Jackie Augustine, an avid 

bird-watcher and spokesper-

son for the Audubon Soci-

ety, said solar is important 

in reducing the impact of 

energy production and said 

increased restrictions need 

to be in place concerning the 

Marais des Cygnes Wildlife 

Area and NWR, as well as, 

wildlife friendly fencing be 

used, and more.

Opponents vastly outnum-

bered any proponents or 

neutral speakers that took 

the podium. Morrell told the 

audience that they had been 

given a list of approximately 

250 written statements from 

opponents, besides those that 

chose to speak with former 

commissioner Rick James 

taking the mic first, “There 

is nothing good about solar 

panels; …we need to fight it 

off,” and said the commission 

needs to vote to fight off the 

attack.
Rhonda Anderson, Mound 

City, lives off-grid and said 

the area is not conducive to 

solar production as there is 

not enough sunlight; “we 

need a coal plant for those 

times” and commented that 

there is a difference between 

industrial and home solar 

production.
Riley Hinds, Pleasanton, 

said that EDF and Clearway 

Energy are both owned by 

French companies; a theme 

that several spoke on through 

the evening.

Opponents of industrial solar show solidarity in P&Z forum

JACKIE TAYLOR | LINN COUNTY NEWS

One of two combines adorned with anti-solar banners and signs that sits at the curve west of 

Prairie View High School Monday night. Solar opponent Mark Briggs worked on the combines 

with his young daughter as approximately 200 people looked for parking to attend the solar 

forum.

SEE SOLIDARITY, A2
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In the public comment 

portion of the commission-

ers meeting on Monday, 

March 4, former commission-

er Rick James spoke on sever-

al issues, one of them being 

the contract for County Coun-

selor Gary Thompson.

James noted that during 

his time as commissioner his 

name was attached to many 

contracts, just as the current 

commissioners names are 

now, 
“It’s a two-page contract,” 

James stated, “when you have 

a two-page signed contract 

then the second page is the 

one that is valid.”

“You can have other parts 

of the contract, you can have 

amendments and additions, 

but it has to be signed and 

filed with the county clerk 

and I understand that wasn’t 

done.” James added, “I don’t 

know what you do about it; 

but I know it needs to be 

resolved.”
Following public comment, 

Commissioner Jim Johnson 

stated that there were issues 

brought up in public com-

ment that need to be dealt 

with.
Johnson then reiterated the 

statement he made last week 

that there is no third page 

and made a motion to request 

the resignation of Thompson 

for breach of contract.

Commissioner Jason 

Hightower asked if there was 

a second to the motion and 

none was given.

Commissioner Danny 

McCullough asked Thompson 

if he wanted to speak on the 

matter.
“I believe that the way I’ve 

been functioning is the way 

commissions have wanted 

me to function, including this 

commission up until recent-

ly,” stated Thompson.

“I believe that I’ve been bill-

ing the way that the commis-

sioners expected me to bill 

and the only change has been 

to the monthly billing instead 

of a semi-annual billing,” 

Thompson added.

“You guys have all the 

power,” he went on, “I mean, 

you can vote to request my 

resignation and I’ll be gone. 

County counselor 

resigns position 

amid contract issue

SEE RESIGNATION, A6
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Girls from Jayhawk Linn’s junior class take time to fill Easter 

eggs for the upcoming city of Mound City Easter Egg Hunt 

scheduled for March 30.

Getting ready

On Feb. 6, 2024, at about 

0930 hours, La Cygne Po-

lice Department responded 

to a call of a subject refus-

ing to exit a mail carrier 

vehicle. After arriving at 

the reporting person’s lo-

cation and speaking to the 

reporting party, the officers 

checked the surrounding 

area and made contact 

with a subject fitting the 

description given to law 

enforcement.

While attempting to 

speak with the subject, offi-

cers had to take the subject 

into police protective 

custody and an ambulance 

was called. American Medical 

Response (AMR) transported 

the subject to a local hospital 

for a medical emergency and 

a severe mental health crisis.

Officers spoke with the re-

porting person on more than 

one occasion. The County At-

torney’s Office and the Postal 

Inspector for the area were 

consulted the same day and  

were advised of the incident 

and circumstances.

At this time there is no one 

in custody and all parties 

are presumed innocent until 

proven guilty.

La Cygne Police 

respond to call

BY TONY FURSE

LINN COUNTY NEWS

NEWSPAPERSRME@YAHOO .COM

Tina Fenoughty has re-

signed as La Cygne’s police 

chief and animal control 

officer.
At a special meeting last 

Wednesday, city council-

men voted unanimously 

to approve Fenoughty’s 

resignation following three 

executive sessions totaling 

25 minutes for non-elected 

personnel individual em-

ployees’ performance.

Between the closed ses-

sions and the acceptance 

vote, Mayor Debra Wilson 

read Fenoughty’s resigna-

tion letter: “I, Tina Fe-

noughty, resign my position 

as the Chief of Police for the 

City of La Cygne. I enjoyed 

the opportunity to serve the 

citizens of La Cygne, and 

many of you will be great-

ly missed. Again, I thank 

everyone for their time and 

the experience I was afford-

ed. I wish everyone well.”

After the vote, Wilson 

publicly thanked Fenoughty 

for her service--”it was very 

much appreciated.” Fe-

noughty had served as La 

Cygne’s top law enforcement 

officer since April 6, 2020.

Later in the meeting, 

following three executive ses-

sions totaling 26 minutes for 

non-elected employee review, 

the council unanimously 

accepted Wilson’s recom-

mendation to appoint Craig 

Haley, part-time city police 

officer, as interim police chief 

effective immediately. 

During the first 10-min-

ute session that included a 

four-minute recess, Jo Le 

Stourgeon, full-time police 

officer, met with the mayor 

and council. In the second 

10-minute one, Haley joined 

the mayor and council.

Haley also serves as a Linn 

County Sheriff’s Department 

deputy and as Parker’s chief 

of police.

La Cygne chief  
resigns

BY TONY FURSE 
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Prairie View Unified School 

District 362 has approved us-

ing United Way grant funding 

to study potential childcare 

options in the district, with 

a current community survey 

to determine willingness and 

need now occurring.

At its Feb. 20 monthly 

meeting, the board of educa-

tion voted unanimously to en-

ter into partnership with the 

United Way of Miami County, 

which Callie Hoffman, chair 

of the organization’s board of 

directors, said started with a 

$450,000 grant “bucket that 

has to be spent by the end of 

June.”
Appearing in person, 

Hoffman said Osawatomie 

USD 367 had already been 

“on board, and we saw an 

opportunity to duplicate 

here.” Hoffman said that the 

state of Kansas overall has 

“a major childcare problem. 

USD 362 to study 

childcare feasibility
Partnership with United Way will fund discovery

Linn County has a cata-

strophic childcare problem. 

We want to find a way to 

provide more childcare slots 

in Linn County. My ask is for 

you to consider taking on this 

project with us.”

Hoffman did couch that the 

United Way funding is ear-

marked to help in determin-

ing and setting up childcare, 

rather than for long-term 

sustainability.

Speaking to district sustain-

ability, Brian Uphoff, board 

member, referred to the 

district’s past participation in 

a 21st Century School Fund 

grant program that aided 

in the establishment of an 

after-school program. When 

the grant funding “ran out” 

and parents were charged, the 

program was “done after a 

year,” he said.

Other board members 

raised questions about where 

childcare could be located.

In answer to Rita Boyd-

ston’s inquiry about available 

SEE CHILDCARE, A6

Morning moon

JACKIE TAYLOR | LINN COUNTY NEWS

More southern states see pear trees in full bloom; the moon 

shines early in the morning in the background.
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Kids Corner
The Underground Railroad in Kansas

BY DANIEL S. HOLT

LINN COUNTY NEWS

“Daniel, what are you 

reading about?” Bob asked 

me the other day.

“I’m reading about the 

Underground Railroad,” I 

told him.
“You’re reading about 

subways?” Bob asked.

“Um, no. The 

Underground Railroad 

was what people called 

the network of people and 

places that enslaved people 

used to escape slavery and 

make their way to freedom 

during the years leading 

up to the Civil War.” I 

explained.
“So, it wasn’t a railroad?” 

Bob looked at me, confused.

“No, it’s just the term that 

they came up with; though 

some may have used a train 

for part of their journey.” 

I told him. “Did you know 

that the Underground 

Railroad even ran through 

Kansas Territory in the 

1850s?” 
Bob had more questions, 

more than I could answer, 

so I introduced him to a 

Kansas historian who has 

written books about some 

of the early settlers to Linn 

County, and other places 

near here. His name is Todd 

Mildfelt and he was able to 

give me answers to Bob’s 

questions.
Bob’s first question was if 

the Underground Railroad 

was big in Kansas.

“It wasn’t either large or 

well-organized in Kansas 

Territory, and probably 

amounted to only a few 

hundred people who were 

involved. Those people were 

generally not networked 

together, and might have 

only a few contacts.”

“What do we know about 

the Underground Railroad 

in Linn County?” Bob asked.

“Linn County is often seen 

as being at the southern 

part of the Underground 

Railroad activity in Kansas 

Territory.” Todd explained. 

“Escaped slaves would have 

been mostly on their own 

until they reached Linn 

County. James and Clarinda 

Montgomery’s cabin was 

once referred to as the 

‘southern terminus’ of the 

Underground Railroad.”

“So, where did the 

escaped slaves come 

from?” Bob asked. 

“And, where did 

they go?”
Todd explained 

that the escaped 

slaves—also called 

Freedom Seekers—

mostly came from 

Missouri, Arkansas, 

and Indian Territory 

(Oklahoma 
Territory). 

“They had often 

heard about 
Lawrence, Kansas,” 

Todd said, “as 

a place where 

they could reach 

freedom, and they 

tried to make it 

there, before being 

sent farther north.”

Bob then wanted 

to know if we knew 

who some of the 

people were that 

helped around here. 

“What were their 

names?” 
“Yes, we know 

many of the people 

involved,” Todd 

said. He said that 

besides James 

and Clarinda 

Montgomery, there 

were others. “James 

Hanway, near Lane, 

Rev. John E. Stewart, south 

of Lawrence, Joel and Emily 

Grover west of Lawrence, 

and John Armstrong at 

Topeka.”
“What are some stories 

that you’ve heard about the 

Underground Railroad in 

and around Mound City?”

Todd told us of a very 

interesting story from Linn 

County, Kansas, A History 

by William Mitchell. 

“It tells of Winnie 

Campbell and her son Elias 

who were free Blacks living 

in Arkansas.” Todd said. 

“Her husband, Lewis was 

enslaved on a nearby farm. 

A new law passed there said 

that even free Blacks would 

return to enslavement if 

they stayed in the state 

longer than a year, so 

Winnie and Elias decided to 

escape.” 
“In 1859 they reached 

Linn County and found 

a home on Rev. Samuel 

McGrew’s farm south of 

Mound City. Lewis was 

heartbroken when they left 

but later learned they had 

found safety in Kansas and 

he became determined to 

escape and find them.”

Todd told us that Lewis 

finally made it to Linn 

County after several months 

and they were reunited.

“Lewis was kidnapped 

1. White abolitionists “ran” the Underground 

Railroad.
False
Though many white abolitionists did indeed help, it was 

predominantly run by free Northern African Americans, 

especially in its earliest years.

2. The Underground Railroad operated throughout 

the South.
False
The Underground Railroad was mostly in the Northern 

(Free) states. Fugitive slaves were mostly on their own until 

they crossed either the Mason-Dixon Line or the Ohio River. 

It was then that the freedom seekers could find the routes and 

“conductors,” and informal networks would move them from 

one place to another, going farther north and/or west. There 

was some organization in Washington, D.C., and in the upper 

south, but it was not as extensive.

3. Freedom quilts were created by slaves and 

hung up in windows of their homes to alert freedom 

seekers to the location of safe houses and safe routes 

northward.
False
Possibly the most oft-reported myth surrounding the 

Underground Railroad. If an enslaved family had the 

resources, they would have used them for their intended 

purpose and not to send messages about possible routes to 

places where they had never been. Sometimes, messages 

of all kinds were sent along at Black church or prayer 

meetings. However, the risk of being discovered and accused 

of harboring slaves (which was a crime), was too much for 

escape plans to be widely shared.

4. Freedom seekers who made it north often hid in 

secret rooms, attics, or cellars and escaped through 

tunnels. 
True, kind of

While there is evidence of such hiding resources, many of 

those escaping slavery traveled at night, under the cover of 

dark, not through tunnels. 

5. The Underground Railroad enabled hundreds of 

thousands of people to escape to freedom.

False
While no one knows the exact number, most scholars 

agree that the number was somewhere between 25,000 and 

50,000. Over 50,000 slaves ran away from their enslavers, 

but very few of this number made it to freedom.

6. Families often escaped together.

False
Approximately 80 percent of the freedom seekers were 

males in their teens and twenties, and they mainly went 

alone.  

Information taken from 100 Amazing Facts about the 

Negro: Who Really Ran the Underground Railroad?, by 

Henry Louis Gates Jr., pbs.org.

Myth vs. Truth
The Underground Railroad
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by slave catchers in 

February 1860 and 

taken to Missouri 

and placed back in 

enslavement.” Todd 

said. “He later escaped 

during the Civil War 

and returned to Linn 

County.
“Mom told me that 

the Montgomery 

family was important 

to the Underground 

Railroad,” I said 

to Todd. “Why is it 

important?”
“Is it true some of 

the escaped slaves 

stayed in Linn 

County?” Bob added. 

“Where did they live? 

What did they do?”

“The Montgomery 

Cabin is indeed 

important to the 

Underground Railroad 

in Kansas Territory,” 

Todd said. He told us 

that it was first used as 

a station, “But James 

began to encourage 

freedom seekers 

to remain in Linn 

County,” Todd told 

us. He said it was to 

show the government 

couldn’t enforce the 

Fugitive Slave Law out 

in the frontier places.

“A few of the others 

where they stayed 

were Charles Jennison and 

Ed R. Smith’s.” Todd added. 

He also told us that they 

usually helped on the farms 

where they lived.

“Are there some good 

books for kids to read 

that can teach them more 

about the Underground 

Railroad?” Bob asked.

“One book would be Get 

on Board: The Story of the 

Underground Railroad, by 

Jim Haskins,” Todd said.

“What else should we 

know about Black people 

who lived in Linn County 

during Bleeding Kansas and 

the Civil War?” Bob asked.

“Thousands of Black war 

refugees entered Kansas 

through Linn and Bourbon 

counties during the Civil 

War,” Todd told us. “Many 

of the men later joined 

Black regiments during the 

Civil War or joined the Linn 

County Militia.”

Todd told us how 

hundreds of Black refugees 

lived in Linn County for the 

rest of their lives. 

“They were able to own 

land and businesses, start 

churches and send their 

children to school,” he told 

us. “In addition to building 

new lives for themselves 

they helped Kansas become 

a thriving agricultural 

state.”
We thanked Todd for all 

of his help.
“That’s amazing, how 

people could do something 

as big as the Underground 

Railroad, back when there 

weren’t any phones or 

anything!” Bob said. 

“Right?” I said. “I’m glad 

I introduced you to Todd. I 

think we both learned about 

the Underground Railroad 

in Kansas.”
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Approximately 200 peo-

ple gathered at the Prairie 

View Performing Arts Center 

to take an opportunity to 

express their viewpoint on 

the industrial solar develop-

ment question facing the Linn 

County Commissioners and 

Planning and Zoning Com-

mission.
P&Z Chair Richard Morrell 

welcomed the audience and 

introduced the nine-member 

Planning and Zoning Com-

mission; he then gave ground 

rules that proponents, neutral 

attendees and opponents of 

solar development, in that 

order, would be given two 

minutes to express their 

stand on the issue. 

Henry Chamberlin, repre-

senting a landowner in Linn 

County, spoke of the alleged 

impending closure of the La 

Cygne Power Station and said 

“electric generation is essen-

tial…the Evergy plant is still 

a regional hub of power; and 

we live under free enterprise.” 

He continued that solar won’t 

pollute the environment and 

landowners receive lucrative 

income for decades on solar 

panels built on their property.

Representing Clearway 

Energy, the developer of 

solar farms closest to Ever-

gy, Josh Framel reiterated 

the company’s involvement 

with the county since solar 

was brought up and said 

he believes in strict zoning 

regulations and wants to 

work with the county. “It is a 

good economic project and a 

benefit to the county.”

Proponent of solar develop-

ment Dustin Coffel, Mound 

City, who said, “Solar doesn’t 

cause teenage pregnancy or 

uneven wear of tires…two-

thirds of our property tax 

comes from the power plant. 

It’s not if, but when, the plant 

closes; solar won’t make 

up all those taxes, but it’s a 

start.”
He continued that the coun-

ty would have to triple taxes 

to make it revenue neutral, 

“we need to do something to 

replace tax revenue or it won’t 

be good for Linn County.”

Joey Harmon spoke on the 

point several proponents to 

solar had echoed that “we 

need to be able to do with 

our land without neighbors 

telling us what we can do or 

cannot do.” He continued 

that the power plant would be 

phased out in the next decade 

and solar is not detrimental 

to people or wildlife.

Two neutral speakers 

signed up to say their piece 

with Teresa Thomas first stat-

ing her family owns 200 acres 

near the power plant, which 

they farm in its entirety. She 

commented, “Our individual 

rights as landowners is being 

taken away,” and said by not 

allowing solar development is 

disallowing families to make 

money; she also worried 

about eminent domain with 

the power plant and land-

owner’s lack of ability to be 

involved in the decision mak-

ing process at that point.

Jackie Augustine, an avid 

bird-watcher and spokesper-

son for the Audubon Soci-

ety, said solar is important 

in reducing the impact of 

energy production and said 

increased restrictions need 

to be in place concerning the 

Marais des Cygnes Wildlife 

Area and NWR, as well as, 

wildlife friendly fencing be 

used, and more.

Opponents vastly outnum-

bered any proponents or 

neutral speakers that took 

the podium. Morrell told the 

audience that they had been 

given a list of approximately 

250 written statements from 

opponents, besides those that 

chose to speak with former 

commissioner Rick James 

taking the mic first, “There 

is nothing good about solar 

panels; …we need to fight it 

off,” and said the commission 

needs to vote to fight off the 

attack.
Rhonda Anderson, Mound 

City, lives off-grid and said 

the area is not conducive to 

solar production as there is 

not enough sunlight; “we 

need a coal plant for those 

times” and commented that 

there is a difference between 

industrial and home solar 

production.
Riley Hinds, Pleasanton, 

said that EDF and Clearway 

Energy are both owned by 

French companies; a theme 

that several spoke on through 

the evening.

Opponents of industrial solar show solidarity in P&Z forum

JACKIE TAYLOR | LINN COUNTY NEWS

One of two combines adorned with anti-solar banners and signs that sits at the curve west of 

Prairie View High School Monday night. Solar opponent Mark Briggs worked on the combines 

with his young daughter as approximately 200 people looked for parking to attend the solar 

forum.

SEE SOLIDARITY, A2

BY BARBARA PROFFITT

LINN COUNTY NEWS

LINNCOUNTYNEWSREPORTER@GMAIL .

COM

In the public comment 

portion of the commission-

ers meeting on Monday, 

March 4, former commission-

er Rick James spoke on sever-

al issues, one of them being 

the contract for County Coun-

selor Gary Thompson.

James noted that during 

his time as commissioner his 

name was attached to many 

contracts, just as the current 

commissioners names are 

now, 
“It’s a two-page contract,” 

James stated, “when you have 

a two-page signed contract 

then the second page is the 

one that is valid.”

“You can have other parts 

of the contract, you can have 

amendments and additions, 

but it has to be signed and 

filed with the county clerk 

and I understand that wasn’t 

done.” James added, “I don’t 

know what you do about it; 

but I know it needs to be 

resolved.”
Following public comment, 

Commissioner Jim Johnson 

stated that there were issues 

brought up in public com-

ment that need to be dealt 

with.
Johnson then reiterated the 

statement he made last week 

that there is no third page 

and made a motion to request 

the resignation of Thompson 

for breach of contract.

Commissioner Jason 

Hightower asked if there was 

a second to the motion and 

none was given.

Commissioner Danny 

McCullough asked Thompson 

if he wanted to speak on the 

matter.
“I believe that the way I’ve 

been functioning is the way 

commissions have wanted 

me to function, including this 

commission up until recent-

ly,” stated Thompson.

“I believe that I’ve been bill-

ing the way that the commis-

sioners expected me to bill 

and the only change has been 

to the monthly billing instead 

of a semi-annual billing,” 

Thompson added.

“You guys have all the 

power,” he went on, “I mean, 

you can vote to request my 

resignation and I’ll be gone. 

County counselor 

resigns position 

amid contract issue

SEE RESIGNATION, A6
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Girls from Jayhawk Linn’s junior class take time to fill Easter 

eggs for the upcoming city of Mound City Easter Egg Hunt 

scheduled for March 30.

Getting ready

On Feb. 6, 2024, at about 

0930 hours, La Cygne Po-

lice Department responded 

to a call of a subject refus-

ing to exit a mail carrier 

vehicle. After arriving at 

the reporting person’s lo-

cation and speaking to the 

reporting party, the officers 

checked the surrounding 

area and made contact 

with a subject fitting the 

description given to law 

enforcement.

While attempting to 

speak with the subject, offi-

cers had to take the subject 

into police protective 

custody and an ambulance 

was called. American Medical 

Response (AMR) transported 

the subject to a local hospital 

for a medical emergency and 

a severe mental health crisis.

Officers spoke with the re-

porting person on more than 

one occasion. The County At-

torney’s Office and the Postal 

Inspector for the area were 

consulted the same day and  

were advised of the incident 

and circumstances.

At this time there is no one 

in custody and all parties 

are presumed innocent until 

proven guilty.

La Cygne Police 

respond to call

BY TONY FURSE

LINN COUNTY NEWS

NEWSPAPERSRME@YAHOO .COM

Tina Fenoughty has re-

signed as La Cygne’s police 

chief and animal control 

officer.
At a special meeting last 

Wednesday, city council-

men voted unanimously 

to approve Fenoughty’s 

resignation following three 

executive sessions totaling 

25 minutes for non-elected 

personnel individual em-

ployees’ performance.

Between the closed ses-

sions and the acceptance 

vote, Mayor Debra Wilson 

read Fenoughty’s resigna-

tion letter: “I, Tina Fe-

noughty, resign my position 

as the Chief of Police for the 

City of La Cygne. I enjoyed 

the opportunity to serve the 

citizens of La Cygne, and 

many of you will be great-

ly missed. Again, I thank 

everyone for their time and 

the experience I was afford-

ed. I wish everyone well.”

After the vote, Wilson 

publicly thanked Fenoughty 

for her service--”it was very 

much appreciated.” Fe-

noughty had served as La 

Cygne’s top law enforcement 

officer since April 6, 2020.

Later in the meeting, 

following three executive ses-

sions totaling 26 minutes for 

non-elected employee review, 

the council unanimously 

accepted Wilson’s recom-

mendation to appoint Craig 

Haley, part-time city police 

officer, as interim police chief 

effective immediately. 

During the first 10-min-

ute session that included a 

four-minute recess, Jo Le 

Stourgeon, full-time police 

officer, met with the mayor 

and council. In the second 

10-minute one, Haley joined 

the mayor and council.

Haley also serves as a Linn 

County Sheriff’s Department 

deputy and as Parker’s chief 

of police.

La Cygne chief  
resigns

BY TONY FURSE 

LINN COUNTY NEWS

NEWSPAPERSRME@YAHOO .COM

Prairie View Unified School 

District 362 has approved us-

ing United Way grant funding 

to study potential childcare 

options in the district, with 

a current community survey 

to determine willingness and 

need now occurring.

At its Feb. 20 monthly 

meeting, the board of educa-

tion voted unanimously to en-

ter into partnership with the 

United Way of Miami County, 

which Callie Hoffman, chair 

of the organization’s board of 

directors, said started with a 

$450,000 grant “bucket that 

has to be spent by the end of 

June.”
Appearing in person, 

Hoffman said Osawatomie 

USD 367 had already been 

“on board, and we saw an 

opportunity to duplicate 

here.” Hoffman said that the 

state of Kansas overall has 

“a major childcare problem. 

USD 362 to study 

childcare feasibility
Partnership with United Way will fund discovery

Linn County has a cata-

strophic childcare problem. 

We want to find a way to 

provide more childcare slots 

in Linn County. My ask is for 

you to consider taking on this 

project with us.”

Hoffman did couch that the 

United Way funding is ear-

marked to help in determin-

ing and setting up childcare, 

rather than for long-term 

sustainability.

Speaking to district sustain-

ability, Brian Uphoff, board 

member, referred to the 

district’s past participation in 

a 21st Century School Fund 

grant program that aided 

in the establishment of an 

after-school program. When 

the grant funding “ran out” 

and parents were charged, the 

program was “done after a 

year,” he said.

Other board members 

raised questions about where 

childcare could be located.

In answer to Rita Boyd-

ston’s inquiry about available 

SEE CHILDCARE, A6

Morning moon

JACKIE TAYLOR | LINN COUNTY NEWS

More southern states see pear trees in full bloom; the moon 

shines early in the morning in the background.
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Turnip ‘patch’ aids Carbon grass effort

BY TONY FURSE

LINN COUNTY NEWS

NEWSPAPERSRME@YAHOO.COM

Ask Roger Carbon, Mound City, about 

his Carbon Cattle Company’s selection 

as this year’s Linn County Conservation 

District grassland award winner, and 

he’ll point you to an ongoing 55-acre 

turnip pasture effort.

The turnip project that provides an 

annual-cycle sustenance for cattle graz-

ing and for boosting Italian rye grass 

growth and haying is a feature that has 

helped earn Carbon and wife Jennie 

their recognition at the Bankers’ Award 

Soil Conservation banquet at 6:30 p.m. 

next Wednesday, Jan. 31 at Prairie View 

High School.

Carbon said that his total acreage of 

between 650-700 acres makes “a good 

grass farm. Our land is not cropland. 

We tried to farm it,” he said, but “rock 

just below the surface” was a production 

inhibitor.
Instead, his farm, all in grass, sup-

ports a black Angus cow-calf herd of 200 

head, though Carbon admits his age, 87, 

might require cutting back those num-

bers. Additionally, another 50 head of 

Angus heifers, this season’s due to start 

calving by month’s end, will pasture un-

til summer in the turnip ‘patch’ located 

north of an east-west stretch of Osborn 

Road just north of Mound City.

Carbon’s annual turnip rotation begins 

with the seed sowing generally the last 

week of July.

“Then we hope for a rain, which we 

usually get because it always rains on 

fair week,” mused Carbon, a long-time 

Linn County Fair Board member and 

a past president of the annual August 

event.

If once the turnip greens emerge and 

the weather then turns dry, he said the 

plants “could perish, but they will take a 

lot of abuse first.”

Carbon said his heifers are generally 

turned in among the turnips by mid-

September--”you have to know when to 

turn them in.” He cited the 24 percent 

protein forage content of turnip foliage-

-”the great big leaves take in lots of 

sunlight”--and the 16 percent protein 

content of the turnip bulbs. In order to 

be most effective for heifer grubbing, 

the bulbs should be just a little smaller 

than a tennis ball with good downward 

tap roots--”big enough not to pull out 

easily”--which allow for continued fall 

growth.
He said turnips are part of the brassica 

vegetable family--”just because it frosts, 

it won’t kill them, and it takes quite a 

while for the cattle to eat them. They’ll 

eat them into the ground.” The turnips’ 

growth, he said, usually stops in mid-

November.
A side effect of cattle eating turnips, 

just like with humans eating brassica 

vegetables such as radishes and cabbage, 

is excess digestive gas. Carbon told of 

one instance where a western Kansas 

feedyard manager was reluctant to take 

his head “because their breath stunk.” 

Carbon told him that two or three days 

of feedlot feed sans turnips would rem-

edy the odor.

The follow-up Italian rye is sown dur-

ing the late fall after the turnip foliage 

has been consumed--”the grass doesn’t 

do well in the fall because the turnip 

leaves rob the sunlight.” Its sowing is a 

tricky proposition, he said, because the 

seed is small and light.

“You can’t sling it. It’s too little and 

has no weight,” said Carbon, who noted 

Roger and 

Jennie Car-

bon, Mound 

City, are 

this year’s 

Linn County 

Conservation 

District Bank-

ers’ Award 

grassland 

recipients.

SEE CARBON, Pg. 8
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Fishing with grandkids 
I love fishing; it started when I was a kid and the only mode 

of transportation was a bicycle. My brother and neighborhood 

friends would grab our fishing poles, jump on our bikes and 

ride several miles east to an area outside of Aurora, Colo., that 

had a few farm ponds that grew bullheads and perch. 

We’d haul our gear, normally with a headwind from the east, 

and pedal our way out; fish, and pedal back. 

Both I and my brother’s love of fishing came from spending 

time with my dad fishing. We’d haul the camper to some ob-

scure lake in the mountains and fish. Once in a great while I’d 

catch something, many times not as I spent my time drying my 

clothes after I fell in…

As we got older, we’d hit different lakes by ourselves and 

fish. Always a good time.

Now, as I’m a grandma, I’m loving fishing for a different rea-

son. I get to help my very independent granddaughter as she 

hones her skills and develops a love of fishing all of her own.

My son, daughter-in-law and granddaughter and I went to 

Roaring River trout fishing last weekend. I love that place; it 

represents lots of good memories and a place where my son 

learned some of the art of fishing he has developed.

In my infinite wisdom, after selling my camper years ago, I 

thought a tent with a USB fan would be fine in the middle of 

August in southwest Missouri. Apparently I haven’t tortured 

myself enough so tent camping was high on the list.

Last Thursday was a nice evening; in comparison with the 

doors of hell opening the next two nights. The first night I was 

able to sleep a few hours in a two-man tent with two large dogs 

and all of my gear loaded inside. A USB fan is nice, but equates 

to a fly zipping by for the amount of moving air it provided.

The next morning we got up and hit the river. My grand-

daughter has her own pole and once dad set her up we started 

fishing. Well, a six year old has big ideas until the first cast and 

the end of the pole looks like great-grandmother’s crocheted 

rug with the line knot.

But the first time she hooked a nice trout all memories of 

line issues faded. The excitement she had in hauling in a fish 

was amazing, and something my memory holds of my own life.

The next night got ‘interesting’ in terms of southwest Mis-

souri weather. Weather channel showed a red blob moving 

through our area. It did, so I slept with my son and his family 

in their pop-up camper – with AC. It wasn’t bad, thank God.

The last night we camped, however; was a severe weather 

night with an entire line of red colored storms rolling right 

over our heads. Hail, heavy rain and 60 mph winds were part 

of the mix; and me in a tent. In my infinite wisdom, I set my 

tent up under a tree to try to cut some of heat beating down; 

that night under a tree was not a recommended place to be in 

a tent.
I again slept in the tent camper and felt the wind blow; 

it rained inches and pelted just a few hail stones. Branches 

approximately 10 inches circumference fell that night, and 

luckily not on any campers.

The river was great, amazingly, the next morning. My grand-

daughter had the chosen color of plastic worm on her hook 

and casted out in the river. Three fish later she was so excited; 

but we fought the line tangles. In her defense, the line was like 

working with spider web and it was prone to tangling – not a 

good combination with a young fisherman.

But what was neat about the experience was that I could fish 

a bit, monitor her, and we both had fun. A long weekend of 

campfires, sweat, swimming in the river and fishing will add to 

memories and family closeness that nothing else can do. 

Hopefully, when my granddaughter gets into her teen years 

she still enjoys fishing and we don’t get into a full-blown girly 

girl season with her. I guess if we do, we’ll roll with the punch-

es because it will give us other memories. But I sure enjoy 

these days when she loves the river and fishing.

Meanwhile, fish on! Jackie Taylor

Linn County News

Jackielcn1@gmail.com

Walz dangerous 

radical
Editor:

An article by Doug Main-

waring on LifeSiteNews.com 

calls Kamala Harris and her 

VP pick Tim Walz “dangerous 

radical extremists, more be-

holden to lining the pockets 

of demonic so-called ‘health-

care’ industries than they 

are to protecting the dignity 

and flourishing of American 

lives.”
From the start, Harris 

promoted the COVID-19 

shots and now requires her 

campaign headquarters’ em-

ployees to continually update 

their vaccination status. She 

“stood by Biden’s federal vac-

cine mandates, federal mask 

mandates, as well as lock-

downs of businesses, schools, 

and places of worship all 

across America.”

Harris has “spent her entire 

career trying to please Demo-

cratic Party elites and donors, 

rather than regular people,” 

says Mainwaring and “it is 

clear that her top priority is 

propping up powerful compa-

nies rather than fighting for 

better public health.”

By choosing Tim Walz 

who declared Minnesota to 

be a transgender sanctuary 

state, Harris has shown her 

support for the “burgeoning, 

multi-billion-dollar trans-

genderism-technology-med-

ical-industrial complex.” 

Investigative journalist 

Jennifer Bilek says it is reap-

ing huge profits by perma-

nently mutilating the bodies 

of vulnerable young people. 

Bilek says teaching children 

that they can choose their 

sex “is madness, it’s absolute 

madness.” 

Ethics and Public Policy 

Center president Ryan T. 

Anderson calls Harris a 

“hard-core ideologue - an 

abortion extremist - and has 

been since her first days as an 

elected official. As president, 

she would be no different.” 

“Harris is so committed to 

abortion that she can’t see 

anything else - including the 

developmental stages of chil-

dren before birth or the real 

needs of women,” declared 

SBA Pro-Life America Presi-

dent Marjorie Dannenfelser.

S. D. Wells writes that 

millions of pro-vaccine 

zealots are now dogmatically 

skeptical about ever getting 

another vaccine. Last year, 

Joe Rogan interviewed Dr. 

Robert Malone who helped 

invent mRNA vaccines, and 

now Rogan not only ques-

tions vaccines, he thinks they 

have been corrupted and 

adulterated ever since the 

beginning. Many Americans 

now want nothing to do with 

any vaccines. They realize 

that vaccines have always 

been a weapon of the medical 

industrial complex to cause 

the health problems they 

pretend to want to fix, only to 

“treat” with more chemicals, 

more snake venom, and more 

QUACK Western prescription 

pharmaceuticals.

The sickest people on earth 

are those who take multiple 

prescription medications 

daily, plus all the CDC-rec-

ommended vaccines, and 

systematically lose more and 

more quality of life as time 

goes by, says Wells.

Ethan Huff says to get 

ready for medical martial law. 

According to The Expose, the 

first time “special powers” 

were actually used in New 

Zealand was for Covid, also 

known as “the dummy run.” 

The next time around will 

be a hell unlike anything the 

people of this world have ever 

seen or could ever compre-

hend.
Ruth McGrew

Centerville

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

BY JOE GUZZARDI 

 
In political history’s most 

remarkable U-turn, Vice 

President Kamala Harris – 

the Democrat’s presidential 

candidate – has converted 

into a tough on border secu-

rity advocate. She pledges to 

hire thousands more border 

agents, to defeat drug cartels 

and to jail gun smugglers. A 

new ad the Harris campaign 

released nationwide con-

cludes with this line: “Fixing 

the border is tough. So is 

Kamala Harris.”

The spot is so brazenly dis-

honest and such a shameless 

insult to voters’ intelligence 

that even the most grizzled, 

cynical political observers are 

taken aback.

Under her watch, millions 

of illegal aliens have crossed 

the border unchecked and 

disrupted communities into 

which they have resettled. 

Her home city of San Francis-

co, where she served as Dis-

trict Attorney, and California, 

where she was the Attorney 

General and the senior U.S. 

Senator, are crime infested 

messes.
Harris’ problem is her 

congressional voting record 

betrays her campaign prom-

ises. She cast seven votes 

against bills that would have 

strengthened border security. 

And Harris’ votes on interior 

enforcement reflected her 

disdain for Immigration and 

Customs Enforcement, the 

agency she compared to the 

KKK and wants to abolish.

On 21 occasions, Harris vot-

ed for bills that would weaken 

interior enforcement includ-

ing legislation to end sanctu-

ary cities. Harris also op-

posed using 287 (g), the ICE 

Enforcement and Removal 

Operations (ERO) program to 

partner with state and local 

law enforcement agencies to 

identify and remove incarcer-

ated criminal noncitizens. A 

sampling of her votes:

– In 2017, Harris cospon-

sored S. 1615, the Dream Act 

of 2017, that would grant 

amnesty to about three mil-

lion illegal immigrants, the 

so-called DREAMers.

– In 2017, Harris cospon-

sored S. 845, the Protecting 

Sensitive Locations Act which 

prevents federal immigration 

agents from detaining illegal 

aliens in certain public places.

– In 2018, Harris voted for 

Sens. John McCain (R-Ariz.) 

and Chris Coons (D-Del.) 

amendment to grant amnesty 

to 3.2 million illegal aliens, 

again the DREAMer popula-

tion.
– In 2019, Harris cospon-

sored S. 175, the Agricul-

tural Worker Program Act. 

The legislation would have 

granted amnesty to approxi-

mately 3 million agricultural 

workers. Harris voted against 

an amendment offered by 

Sen. Pat Toomey (R-Pa.) that 

would block federal grants 

to sanctuary districts, which 

protect illegal alien crimi-

nals that otherwise would be 

prosecuted.
– As a 2020 presidential 

candidate, Harris promised to 

Kamala, reimaged

Desperate times call for 

desperate measures, the 

saying goes, but since the Hil-

lary Clinton/Donald Trump 

contest of 2015 – 2016, the 

desperate measures that 

Democrats and media news 

folk lurched towards have 

been extraordinary.

Yesterday, as one of our 

Weekend Updates, we consid-

ered the current pickle in 

which the corporate news 

media finds itself. 

Fearing that they had 

contributed to the defeat of 

Hillary Clinton by covering 

the news of her emails and 

other scandals, corporate 

newsrooms cooked up a new 

ethical rule: Do not report on 

stories based on data — no 

matter if confirmed — that 

may have been leaked by for-

eign malefactors, such as “the 

Russians.”
With that rule they sup-

pressed, online, news about 

the Hunter Biden laptop and 

its contents, calling it “Rus-

sian disinformation.” Twitter 

banned the news source long 

enough to get Biden elected, 

and then the “Russian” story 

unraveled.
Now that same rule would, 

if consistently applied, work 

against reporting on Trump’s 

current email leakage.

But it’s not just media 

malfeasance that is desper-

ate, as Stephen Cox explains 

at Liberty. Referring to the 

ousting of Joe Biden from the 

2024 Democratic presidential 

ticket, Mr. Cox writes that 

while this variety of machi-

nation is new to America, it is 

very old, historically: this is 

“the kind of thing the Roman 

imperial families used to do. 

This is the kind of thing the 

Bolsheviks used to do. The 

difference, of course, is that 

the Democratic Party oli-

garchs have lots and lots of 

money to enforce their will.”

Enforce it they do. Consider 

how many in the news media 

played along with Biden’s 

senescence, right up until 

they all proclaimed it obvious 

and disqualifying. They “turn 

Measures of  Desperation
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