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Osawatomie alumni share the high school reunion experience

Alumni Weekend is 
special.

I remember go-
ing to my father Franklin’s 
50th reunion at Utica High 
School. We got to see his old 
hometown, a small one in 
Missouri, quite a bit smaller 
than Osawatomie.

It is simple living - skipping 
rocks across the lake, hunting 
for frogs and fishing – lots of 
fishing.

I have never been to my 
own, but my old school Prep 
North in St. Louis was sold 
not long after I graduated. It 
became a grade school parish 
and then a nursing home. I 
have no idea what it is now.

I often wonder what it 
would be like to go back to 
my high school and hang out 
with everyone and share sto-
ries that keep growing each 
half decade.

Osawatomie High School 
took me in for Alumni 
Weekend and treated me like 
family.

I didn’t get the key to the 
city, but I may as well have.

Mayor Nick Hampson 
drove me around town for 
five hours on Osawatomie 
Alumni Weekend. I got to 
nurse an ice cold Coca-Cola 
at the Elks with members of 
the Class of 1975.

I enjoyed macadamia 

nut cookies with ladies and 
gentlemen from the Class 
of 1965 at the Osawatomie 
Golf Course.

Graduating from Prep 
North High School in 1987 
myself, I got to relive a few 
of those memories with the 
cardboard MTV sign, the 
Rubik’s Cube, Pac-Man and 
all of ladies pictures on their 
flat heads, showing off the 
1990 blowout fluffy, bounce 
hairstyles.

My day started with the 
Osawatomie Alumni Pa-
rade where I got to visit with 
Bowen and Austyn Taylor 
and Alex Ebel, holding signs 
for their parents from the 
Class of 2005.

With all of the candy fly-
ing on Main Street, it was 
like Halloween, even with a 
cool late spring breeze. Ev-
erleigh Mulbury and Jacki 
Johns were among the chil-
dren filling their buckets and 

jacket pockets with candy.
The parade featured a 

1966 Chevrolet pickup that 
Chuck Wies from the Class 
of 1975 drove when he was 
in high school.

Mary (Bussell) Johnson 
from the Class of 1975 drove 
her 1977 Trans Am in the 
parade. She had thought 
about driving “The Boss,” her 
old classic cherry red 1968 
Pontiac GTO. She bought 
the car in 1974 and drove it 
in high school.

The Class of 1990 was my 
first reunion picture of the 
day, making a short walk from 
the parade to the Downtown 
Lounge where I laughed at 
the flat heads with all of that 
big hair. With about an hour 
between pictures that day, 
I sat down with Ivy (Witt) 
Cole and ate some Mexican 
food with her class while hav-
ing a glass of iced tea which 
was exceptional.

From there, Mayor Hamp-
son and I were off to the 
Osawatomie Golf Course. 
We set up chairs on the deck 
outside to have the Class of 
1965 pictures taken.

The weather all day was 
simply gorgeous. And taking 
some of the back roads by the 
farms with the cattle grazing 
and birds singing was about 

as relaxing as it gets. All I 
needed was a hammock out 
in the yard.

But there was work to do 
and more class pictures to 
take. We got a picture of the 
Osawatomie Class of 1975 
on their float out in front of 
the Elks. I teased the ladies in 
the picture that we needed 
them to take off their sun-
glasses, so everyone could see 
their eyes, unless they were 
in Witness Protection. That 
drew a few laughs as they 
removed their sunglasses for 
pictures.

The Elks bar was a great 
place to take a break and re-
charge from our hard work 
to enjoy Coca-Cola with 

Mayor Hampson and Mary 
Johnson. Before leaving the 
Elks, out the back door of 
course, I had to try a couple 
more of those spin roll sand-
wiches. I don’t know what 
is in those, but they are ad-
dictive. And why are they so 
small?

Our final class picture of 
the day was at Amy (Can-
non) Hall’s house with the 
Class of 1995 which includ-
ed Chad Haefele, Jimmy 
Kerley and Tim McIntre 
who played for the Osawat-
omie Trojans inaugural base-
ball team.

While visiting with them, I 
tried some hot dogs fresh off 
the grill. Hats off to Brandon 

Powell who was our back-
yard chef for the evening.

While my tour with May-
or Hampson was over, my 
Osawatomie Alumni Week-
end was just getting started.

I went back to Osawat-
omie High School for the 
banquet and caught up with 
a few more old friends and 
tried some of the chicken 
from Chicken Mary’s and a 
piece of pie.

The evening ended under 
the stars back on Main Street 
for some good old rock and 
roll music from Route 66.

Thanks everyone for 
treating me like one of you 
and giving me my first high 
school reunion.
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Osawatomie Mayor Nick Hampson poses for pictures with Gene Morris of the Miami County Republic, his sidekick for Osawatomie 
Alumni Weekend.
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Bowen Taylor, 5, Alex Eble, 10, and Austyn Taylor, 9, hold up 
a poster for their parents from the Osawatomie High School 
Class of 2005.
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Mary (Bussell) Johnson , a member of the Class of 1975, drives a vintage 1977 Trans Am in the 
Osawatomie alumni parade.

PUBLIC NOTICE
(First Published in The Mi-
ami County Republic, May 
21. 2025) IN THE DISTRICT 
COURT OF MIAMI COUNTY, 
KANSAS In the Matter of the 
Estates of ESTHER R. COL-
LINS, ROBERT COLLINS and 
DENISE MICHELLE COL-
LINS, all deceased. Case No. 

 

PUBLIC NOTICE
LINS, all deceased. Case No. 
MI 2025 PR 000036 NOTICE 
OF HEARING THE STATE OF 
KANSAS TO ALL PERSONS 
CONCERNED: You are noti-
fied that a Petition has been 
filed in this Court by Deborah 
Marie Folsom, the sister of Es-
ther R. Collins and the owner 
of an undivided one-fourth 
interest in the subject real 

PUBLIC NOTICE

UNITS: K4, S6, and A 2003 
Honda Odyssey VIN# 5FN-
RL18013B052087- WILL BE 
AUCTIONED. LOCATION AT 
GARDNER AUTO BODY & 
OUTBACK STORAGE. 1098 
E SANTA FE, GARDNER, 
KS ON JUNE 14TH 2025 AT 
10AM TO THE HIGHEST BID-
DER TO SATISFY OPERA-
TOR'S LIEN AFFIDAVIT.
Publish: Miami County Repub-
lic
Date: June 4, 2025
3499570

 

interest in the subject real 
estate, requesting: Descent 
be determined of all real and 
personal property owned by 
the decedents, Esther R. Col-
lins, Robert Collins and Denise 
Michelle Collins, at the time of 
their deaths. And that such real 
and personal property owned 
by the decedents at the time of 
their deaths be assigned pur-
suant to the laws of intestate 
succession. You are required 
to file your written defenses to 
the Petition on or before June 
16, 2025, at 9:00 o'clock a.m. 
in the City of Paola, in Miami 
County, Kansas, at which 
time and place said cause 
will be heard. Should you fail 
to file your written defenses, 
judgment and decree will be 
entered in due course upon 
said Petition. Deborah Marie 
Folsom Petitioner. DOMON-
EY & DOMONEY 18 E. Wea; 
P.O. Box 411 Paola, KS 66071 
(913) 294-2800; Fax: (913) 
594-4601 Attorneys for Peti-
tioner. (3t)
Publish: Miami County Repub-
lic
Date: May 21, 28 and June 4, 
2025
3480280

PUBLIC NOTICE
PUBLIC NOTICE

CITY OF SPRING HILL, 
KANSAS

ORDINANCE PROHIBITING 
RANK WEEDS,

RANK GRASS OR NOXIOUS 
PLANTS

NOTICE is hereby given to all 
property owners as defined in 
Article 4 of Chapter 7 of the 
Code of the City of Spring Hill 
(hereinafter referred to as “the 
Code”) of lots, tracts, or par-
cels of private land within the 
city limits of Spring Hill, Kan-
sas, that it is unlawful to allow 
to grow or stand rank weeds, 
rank grass or noxious plants.
Rank weeds means all veg-
etation which may exhale 
unpleasant or noxious odors, 
or transmit pollen into the air 
at any state of maturity, and 
which exceeds fifteen (15) 
inches in height; also, all veg-
etation, regardless of height, 
including thickets, which con-
ceals or invites filthy deposits, 
or which harbors rodents, re-
fuse, or vermin.
Rank grass means any grass 
which exceeds eight (8) inches 
in height.
Noxious plants are set forth in 
Section 7-402(d) of the Code 
including but not limited to 
poison ivy, poison oak, poison 
sumac and thistle.
Notice is hereby given to said 
owners to cut and remove or 
destroy any and all such rank 
weeds, rank grass, or noxious 
plants or both as defined in 
said ordinance. All owners 
are responsible for cutting, re-
moving, or destruction of said 
rank weeds, rank grass and 
noxious plants thereon within 
ten (10) days after publication 

 

PUBLIC NOTICE

IN THE DISTRICT COURT 
OF MIAMI COUNTY,        

KANSAS
In the Matter of the Estate of
Brian P. Spini, Deceased. 
Case No. MI-2025-PR-0038
(Petition Pursuant to K.S.A. 
Ch. 59)

NOTICE OF HEARING
The State of Kansas to all 
persons concerned: You are 
hereby notified that on May 

 

ten (10) days after publication 
of this notice. Failure, neglect 
or refusal of any owner, within 
such period, to cut and remove 
or destroy such rank weeds, 
rank grass and noxious plants 
on any such lot, tract or parcel 
of private land renders such 
owner guilty of a misdemean-
or for which he or she may be 
prosecuted in municipal court 
upon complaint of the super-
intendent of public works, and 
upon conviction, a fine not 
more than One Hundred Dol-
lars ($100.00). That such fail-
ure, neglect or refusal within 
such period, may entitle the 
city to cut and remove or de-
stroy such rank weeds, rank 
grass, and noxious plants and 
assess the costs thereof as a 
special assessment constitut-
ing a lien against the property 
from which said weeds, grass 
or plants have been cut and 
removed or destroyed.
Members of the public are 
welcome to review these laws 
during regular business hours 
at the Spring Hill City Hall, 401 
N. Madison, Spring Hill, Kan-
sas or by visiting www.spring-
hillks.gov.
Publish: Miami County Repub-
lic
Date: June 4, 2025
3515570

PUBLIC NOTICE


