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Ex-NFL commissioner Tagliabue dies
The Associated Press

Paul Tagliabue led the 
NFL to greater riches, 
more diversity and soar-
ing popularity during 
his 17-year tenure as 
commissioner of  Amer-
ica’s favorite sport. His 
stewardship also was 
marked by the league’s 
dawdling recognition of  
the impact and severity 
of  concussions.

Tagliabue, who died 
Sunday of  heart failure 
at age 84, was commis-
sioner from 1989 to 2006. 
He was inducted into 
the Pro Football Hall of  
Fame in 2020.

MORE MONEY
League revenues sky-

rocketed during the 17 
years under Tagliabue, 
who was succeeded by 
current commissioner 
Rodger Goodell after 
brokering new televi-
sion and labor deals. In 
addition to billions of  
dollars in broadcast rev-

enue, the league also saw 
construction of  a slew 
of new stadiums and ex-
pansion to 32 teams.

MORE DIVERSITY
Tagliabue established 

the “Rooney Rule,” 
under which all teams 
with coaching vacan-
cies must interview mi-
nority candidates. It has 
since been expanded to 
include front-office and 

league executive posi-
tions. Although the rule 
is named for the late 
Dan Rooney, owner of  
the Pittsburgh Steelers, 
it could easily have car-
ried Tagliabue’s ID.

MORE POPULARITY
There were no labor 

stoppages during Ta-
gliabue’s 17 years in 
charge, and that con-
tributed to the sport’s 
increasing popularity, 
not only in the U.S. but 
globally. Tagliabue’s 
death was announced 
Sunday morning during 
the NFL’s game in 
Berlin, where the Indi-
anapolis Colts beat the 
Atlanta Falcons 31-25 
in overtime in the first 
regular-season game 
played in the German 
capital.

9/11 POSTPONEMENTS
Taking heed of  his 

predecessor’s regrets, 
Tagliabue called off 
NFL games the week-

end after the terrorist 
attacks of  Sept. 11, 2001. 
One of  Pete Rozelle’s 
great regrets was pro-
ceeding with games two 
days after President 
John F. Kennedy was 
assassinated on Nov. 
22, 1963. The league 
pushed the Week 2 slate 
of  games in 2001 to the 
first week of  January 
and pushed the playoffs 
back a week.

BIG EASY
Tagliabue insisted the 

Saints remain in New 
Orleans after owner 
Tom Benson sought to 
move the team to San 
Antonio following the 
devastation of  Hurri-
cane Katrina in 2005. A 
few years later, Drew 
Brees and Sean Payton, 
who arrived for the 
rebuild, brought the 
Big Easy its first Super 
Bowl title.

CONCUSSION 
CONUNDRUM

Among Tagliabue’s 
major achievements 
was implementing a 
policy on substance 
abuse that was consid-
ered the strongest in 
all major sports. Yet his 
long wait for enshrine-
ment in Canton, Ohio, 
was pinned on the issue 
of  concussions, which 
have plagued the NFL 
for decades. Team own-
ers played a major role 
in the lack of  progress 
in dealing with head 
trauma while Tagliabue 
was commissioner.

In 2017, Tagliabue 
apologized for remarks 
he made decades earlier 
about concussions in 
football, acknowledg-
ing he didn’t have the 
proper data at the time 
in 1994 when he called 
concussions “one of  
those pack-journalism 
issues” and contended 
that the number of  con-
cussions “is relatively 
small; the problem is 
the journalist issue.”

Roger Goodell (left), the NFL’s chief operating of-
ficer, and Paul Tagliabue, NFL commissioner, pose 
for photos after Goodell was selected to succeed 
Tagliabue as the league’s new commissioner at an 
NFL meeting in August 2008 in Northbrook, Ill. AP 
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2-8 Giants
fire coach
By STEPHEN WHYNO
AP Sports Writer

NEW YORK (AP) — 
The New York Giants 
fired coach Brian 
Daboll on Monday, 
moving on from him 
midway through his 
fourth season after 
they dropped to 2-8 
with a loss at Chicago.

Offensive coordina-
tor Mike Kafka was 
named as the interim 
replacement. The move 
made by ownership 
came a day after the 
Giants blew another 
late lead and lost 24-20 
to the Bears. General 
manager Joe Schoen 
remains in his role, 
and owners John Mara 
and Steve Tisch said he 
will lead the search for 
the next coach.

“We spoke this 
morning about the 
direction of  our fran-
chise on the field, and 
we have decided that, 
at this time, it is in our 
best interest to make 
a change at the head 
coaching position,” 
Mara and Tisch said 
in a statement. “The 
past few seasons have 
been nothing short 
of  disappointing, and 
we have not met our 
expectations for the 
franchise. We under-
stand the frustrations 
of  our fans, and we 
will work to deliver a 
significantly improved 
product.”

The rest of  Daboll’s 
staff was kept in place, 
including defensive 
coordinator Shane 
Bowen.

New York has lost 
four in a row since 
upsetting defending 
Super Bowl champion 
Philadelphia at home 
in prime time early 
last month. That in-
cluded becoming the 
first team since 2003 to 
lead by 18 points with 
six minutes to play 
and lose, which the 
Giants did at Denver 
on Oct. 19.

This is just the Gi-
ants’ third midseason 
coaching change over 
the past 95 years. It’s 
the first since 2017, 
when Ben McAdoo 
and general manager 
Jerry Reese were fired 
following a 2-10 start.

Daboll went 20-40-1 
in his first head-coach-

ing job in the league. 
He led the Giants to 
the playoffs in his first 
season and was named 
coach of  the year, but 
has gone 11-33 since.

His .336 winning per-
centage ranks 154th 
out of  166 coaches 
with 50-plus games 
since the 1970 AFL-
NFL merger. Daboll 
is the second coach to 
be fired this season; 
Tennessee dismissed 
Brian Callahan after 
the Titans started 1-5.

“These are difficult 
decisions, and John 
and I do not take them 
lightly,” Tisch said. 
“But we feel like this is 
the right thing to do at 
this time and will allow 
us to move forward.”

Daboll, who previ-
ously served as Buf-
falo’s offensive coor-
dinator from 2018-21, 
had faced increasing 
pressure about his 
job security in recent 
weeks and repeatedly 
took responsibility for 
the Giants’ woes.

“Look, you put ev-
erything you’ve got 
into it,” Daboll said. 
“You look at the things 
that aren’t where they 
need to be and you try 
to fix them. Whether 
that’s changing things 
on the schedule, 
whether that’s differ-
ent periods of  practice, 
whether that’s chang-
ing little parts of  the 
scheme, again, that’s 
where we’re at. We’re 
at where we’re at.”

Kafka takes over 
after another turn 
of  uncertainty in a 
lost season, following 
quarterback Jaxson 
Dart’s concussion 
against the Bears that 
forced Russell Wil-
son back into action. 
Fellow rookie Cam 
Skattebo and No. 1 
receiver Malik Nabers 
were already lost for 
the season because of  
injuries.

The 38-year-old for-
mer assistant joined 
the Giants after work-
ing under Andy Reid 
in multiple capacities 
since 2017. He has four 
games and 16 passes 
of  playing experience 
from his time with 
Philadelphia in 2011 
after being the starting 
QB at Northwestern.


