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ORDINANCE NO. 12-202
AN ORDINANCE OF THE 
CITY OF VALLEY FALLS, 
K A N S A S ,  O R D E R I N G 
THROUGH THE EXERCISE 
OF EMINENT DOMAIN THE 
CONDEMNATION AND AP-
PROPRIATION OF CERTAIN 
INTERESTS IN REAL PROP-
ERTY FOR THE USE OF SAID 
CITY PURSUANT TO K.S.A. 
26-501, AND ORDERING SAID 
INTERESTS TO BE CON-
DEMNED, ALL IN ACCOR-
DANCE WITH K.S.A. 26-201, 
ET SEQ., AS AMENDED.
 WHEREAS, the Governing 
Body of the City of Valley Falls, 
Kansas, did on April 2, 2025 
adopt Resolution No. 2025-03, 
thereby finding, determining, 
and resolving it to be necessary 
and in the public interest to 
exercise its power of eminent 
domain to appropriate for public 
use and purpose certain real 
property interests in Jefferson 
County, Kansas, located at and 
commonly known as 18441 
Jackson Rd, Valley Falls, KS 
66088, Kansas, the legal de-
scription of which is set forth in 
Section 3, below, needed by the 
City for the purpose of acquir-
ing certain property interests 
including a fee simple inter-
est in real estate as well as a 
permanent easement as to real 
property located in Jefferson 
County, Kansas to access, main-
tain, use, and enjoy the City 
Lake, as declared in Resolution 
No. 2025-03; and
 WHEREAS, the Governing 
Body has heretofore autho-
rized and ordered a survey by 
a licensed land surveyor of the 
real property to be condemned 
and said survey has been made 
and filed with the City Clerk for 
the City of Valley Falls.
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE 
IT ORDAINED BY THE GOV-
ERNING BODY OF THE CITY 
OF VALLEY FALLS, KANSAS:
 SECTION 1. The above-
stated recitals are incorporated 
herein by reference and shall be 
as effective as if set forth in full.
 SECTION 2. The Governing 
Body hereby affirms all of its 
prior orders and declarations 
regarding the necessity for the 
appropriation, through the ex-
ercise of eminent domain, of cer-
tain real property and interests 
therein located at and common-
ly known as 18441 Jackson Rd, 
Valley Falls, KS 66088, Kansas, 
the legal description of which is 
set forth in Section 3, below, for 
the purpose of acquiring certain 
property interests including a 
fee simple interest in real estate 
as well as a permanent ease-
ment as to real property located 
in Jefferson County, Kansas to 
access, maintain, use, and enjoy 
the City Lake, as declared in 
Resolution No. 2025-03.
 SECTION 3. The real prop-
erty and interests therein re-
quired to be taken for such 
public purpose are described as 
follows:
 A Fee Simple Interest of the 
following:

A  P O R T I O N  O F  T H E 
SOUTH HALF OF THE 
SOUTHEAST QUARTER 
OF SECTION 05, TOWN-
SHIP 08 SOUTH, RANGE 
18 EAST OF THE SIXTH 
PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN, 
JEFFERSON COUNTY, 
K A N S A S ,  B E I N G  D E -
SCRIBED AND PREPARED 
ON 04/15/2025 BY GREG-
ORY E. MCDOWELL PS 
#1393 AND PROFESSION-
AL ENGINEERING CON-
SULTANTS P.A., C.L.S. #65, 
AS FOLLOWS:

COMMENCING AT THE 
NORTHEAST CORNER 
OF SAID SOUTH HALF 
OF THE SOUTHEAST 
Q U A R T E R ;  T H E N C E 
S88°01'14"W (BEARINGS 
BASED ON THE KAN-
SAS COORDINATE SYS-
TEM 1983 NORTH ZONE) 
A L O N G  T H E  N O R T H 
LINE OF SAID SOUTH 
HALF OF SOUTHEAST 
QUARTER A DISTANCE 

PUBLIC NOTICE
OF 1471.30 FEET TO THE 
POINT OF BEGINNING; 
THENCE CONTINUING 
S88°01'14"W ALONG SAID 
NORTH LINE A DISTANCE 
OF 717.00 FEET; THENCE 
S01°48'12"E A DISTANCE 
OF 81.39 FEET TO THE 
NORTHWEST CORNER 
OF A TRACT DESCRIBED 
IN BOOK 224 PAGE 395 
I N  T H E  J E F F E R S O N 
COUNTY REGISTER OF 
DEEDS OFFICE; THENCE 
N88°11'48"E ALONG THE 
NORTH LINE OF SAID 
TRACT A DISTANCE OF 
717 .00  FEET TO THE 
NORTHEAST CORNER 
OF SAID TRACT; THENCE 
N01°48'12"W A DISTANCE 
OF 83.60 FEET TO THE 
POINT OF BEGINNING.

ENCOMPASSING 59,150 
SQ FT OR 1.358 ACRES, 
MORE OR LESS.

 An Access Easement de-
scribed as follows:

A  P O R T I O N  O F  T H E 
SOUTH HALF OF THE 
SOUTHEAST QUARTER 
OF SECTION 05, TOWN-
SHIP 08 SOUTH, RANGE 
18 EAST OF THE SIXTH 
PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN, 
JEFFERSON COUNTY, 
K A N S A S ,  B E I N G  D E -
SCRIBED AND PREPARED 
ON 04/15/2025 BY GREG-
ORY E. MCDOWELL PS 
#1393 AND PROFESSION-
AL ENGINEERING CON-
SULTANTS P.A., C.L.S. #65, 
AS FOLLOWS:

B E G I N N I N G  A T  T H E 
NORTHEAST CORNER 
OF SAID SOUTH HALF 
OF THE SOUTHEAST 
Q U A R T E R ;  T H E N C E 
S88°01'14"W (BEARINGS 
BASED ON THE KAN-
SAS COORDINATE SYS-
TEM 1983 NORTH ZONE) 
ALONG THE NORTH LINE 
OF SAID SOUTH HALF 
OF SOUTHEAST QUAR-
TER A DISTANCE OF 
1471.30 FEET; THENCE 
S01°48'12"E A DISTANCE 
OF 20.00 FEET; THENCE 
N88°01'14"E PARALLEL 
WITH SAID NORTH LINE 
A DISTANCE OF 1471.27 
FEET TO THE EAST LINE 
OF SAID SOUTHEAST 
Q U A R T E R ;  T H E N C E 
N01°43'09"W ALONG SAID 
EAST LINE A DISTANCE 
OF 20.00 FEET TO THE 
POINT OF BEGINNING.

ENCOMPASSING 29,426 
SQ FT OR 0.676 ACRES, 
MORE OR LESS.

 An Operational Easement 
described as follows:

A  P O R T I O N  O F  T H E 
NORTH 100 ACRES OF 
THE NORTHEAST QUAR-
TER OF SECTION 8, AND A 
PORTION OF THE SOUTH 
HALF OF THE SOUTH-
EAST QUARTER OF SEC-
TION 5, ALL IN TOWN-
SHIP 08 SOUTH, RANGE 
18 EAST OF THE SIXTH 
PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN, 
JEFFERSON COUNTY, 
K A N S A S ,  B E I N G  D E -
SCRIBED AND PREPARED 
ON 04/15/2025 BY GREG-
ORY E. MCDOWELL PS 
#1393 AND PROFESSION-
AL ENGINEERING CON-
SULTANTS P.A., C.L.S. #65, 
AS FOLLOWS:

COMMENCING AT THE 
NORTHEAST CORNER OF 
SAID NORTHEAST QUAR-
TER; THENCE S87°54'54"W 
(BEARINGS BASED ON 
THE KANSAS COORDI-
N A T E  S Y S T E M  1 9 8 3 
NORTH ZONE) ALONG 
THE NORTH LINE OF SAID 
NORTHEAST QUARTER 
A DISTANCE OF 1709.75 
FEET TO A POINT ON THE 
EAST LINE OF A TRACT 
DESCRIBED IN BOOK 224 
PAGE 395 IN THE JEFFER-
SON COUNTY REGISTER 
OF DEEDS OFFICE, SAID 
POINT BEING THE POINT 

OF BEGINNING; THENCE 
S07°59'45"W A DISTANCE 
OF 641 .55 FEET; THENCE 
S19°24'14"W A DISTANCE 
OF 443.21 FEET; THENCE 
N72°40'19"W A DISTANCE 
OF 301.10 FEET; THENCE 
N01°47'48"W A DISTANCE 
OF 348.14 FEET; THENCE 
N19°39'40"E A DISTANCE 
OF 680.75 FEET TO A 
POINT ON THE WEST 
LINE OF SAID TRACT 
DESCRIBED IN BOOK 
224 PAGE 395; THENCE 
S00°56'20"W ALONG SAID 
WEST LINE A DISTANCE 
OF 373.99 FEET TO THE 
NORTHWEST CORNER 
OF A TRACT DESCRIBED 
IN BOOK 108 PAGE 303 
I N  T H E  J E F F E R S O N 
COUNTY REGISTER OF 
DEEDS OFFICE; THENCE 
S08°26'48"W ALONG THE 
WEST LINE OF SAID 
TRACT IN BOOK 108 PAGE 
303 A DISTANCE OF 600.00 
FEET TO THE SOUTH-
WEST CORNER OF SAID 
TRACT IN BOOK 108 PAGE 
303; THENCE S81°33'12"E 
ALONG THE SOUTH LINE 
OF SAID TRACT IN BOOK 
108 PAGE 303 A DISTANCE 
OF 165.00 FEET TO THE 
SOUTHEAST CORNER 
OF SAID TRACT IN BOOK 
108 PAGE 303; THENCE 
N08°26'48"E ALONG THE 
E A S T  L I N E  O F  S A I D 
TRACT IN BOOK 108 PAGE 
303 A DISTANCE OF 600.00 
FEET TO NORTHEAST 
CORNER OF SAID TRACT 
IN BOOK 108 PAGE 303; 
THENCE N21°44 '48"E 
ALONG THE EAST LINE 
OF A SAID TRACT IN 
DEED BOOK 224 PAGE 
395 A DISTANCE OF 401.38 
FEET TO THE POINT OF 
BEGINNING.

ENCOMPASSING 198,965 
SQ FT OR 4.57 ACRES, 
MORE OR LESS.

 SECTION 4. That certain 
real property interests therein 
described in Section 3, hereof, 
are hereby ordered condemned 
for the purposes and for the use 
described in Section 2, hereof.
 SECTION 5. Attorneys for 
the City of Valley Falls, Kan-
sas, for and in behalf of the 
Governing Body, are hereby 
authorized and directed to file, 
under the Eminent Domain 
Procedures Act, K.S.A. 26-501 
et seq. a verified petition in 
the District Court of Jefferson 
County, Kansas, for the con-
demnation and appropriation 
of certain real property and 
interests described in Section 
3, hereof, together with Reso-
lution No. 2025-03 of the City 
of Valley Falls, Kansas, and to 
do all things necessary for the 
condemnation and acquisition 
of said real property and in-
terests therein for the purpose 
of acquiring certain property 
interests including a fee simple 
interest in real estate as well 
as a permanent easement as to 
real property located in Jeffer-
son County, Kansas to access, 
maintain, use, and enjoy the 
City Lake, as declared in Reso-
lution No. 2025-03.
 SECTION 6. This ordinance 
shall constitute the final order 
exercising eminent domain and 
setting forth the condemnation 
of the real property and inter-
ests therein described herein 
and the purpose for which the 
same shall be used.
 SECTION 7. This ordinance 
shall be in full force and effect 
from and after its passage and 
publication according to law.
 PASSED by the Governing 
Body of the City of Valley Falls, 
Kansas, this 6 day of August, 
2025.

APPROVED
/s/ Jeanette Shipley

Mayor
ATTEST:
/s/ Destiny Schrick
City Clerk
APPROVED AS 
TO FORM:
/s/ Andrew Werring
City Attorney

Admin . . .
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were set at $10,000.
 In February 2024, weeks 
before the arrests, Lanter was 
terminated from his role with 
Atchison County. He was then 
appointed Valley Falls City 
Administrator following a Feb. 
22 vote by the city council.
 Following his arrest, the 
council released the following 
statement:
 “The City of Valley Falls is 
aware of the recent arrest and 
criminal allegations against 
Wes Lanter, City Administra-
tor.
 “The City is presently in-
vestigating these allegations 
for actions of Mr. Lanter prior 
to his employment by the City. 
With respect to the individual 
in question, we are prohibited 
by law from discussing any po-
tential disciplinary actions and 
matters pertaining to a specific 
employee.
 “The City is conducting a 
full investigation and will fol-
low established disciplinary 
procedures and take appro-
priate action, in accordance 
with City policy and State law. 

The City will have no other 
comment on this matter at this 
time.”
 Adam Housh, Jessica Housh, 
and Umphenour-Nolan reached 
plea agreements with the court 
in October 2024, and were sen-
tenced to 12 months jail, sus-
pended with 12 months proba-
tion.
 The case for the driver, Reiff, 
is scheduled to be heard via a 
12-person jury trial beginning 
this coming Dec. 12.
 No mention of Lanter’s plea 
was made during the most re-
cent bi-monthly city council 
meeting, except during public 
comments, when local business-
man Jerry Heinen, speaking as 
a “concerned citizen,” addressed 
Lanter directly regarding the 
charge of interference with law 
enforcement specifically.
 “I understand that everyone 
makes mistakes, but we need to 
respect and honor the badge,” 
Heinen said. “That’s the way it 
has to be — they deserve it and 
they’ve earned it.”
 He also voiced concerns 
about Lanter’s continued over-

sight of the police department, 
saying he believed Lanter no 
longer had the credibility to 
supervise law enforcement due 
to the charges he was convicted 
of.
 “Man up, move on, and do 
what’s right,” Heinen added, 
urging Lanter to resign.
 Neither Lanter nor the coun-
cil responded to the comments. 
However, the meeting did in-
clude an executive session re-
garding non-elected personnel, 
which involved discussion of the 
city administrator. No action 
was taken following the closed 
session.
 According to Kansas Statute 
21-6002, “Upon conviction of 
official misconduct, a public 
officer or employee shall forfeit 
such officer or employee’s office 
or employment.”
 It remains unclear whether 
this statute applies to past or 
current employment—leaving 
Lanter’s position open to inter-
pretation pending further legal 
review or council action.
 Lanter’s sentencing date has 
been set for Sept. 23.

Clerk . . .
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county’s bills, matching each 
one to a receipt given to her by 
the department heads. Once 
vouchers are approved by the 
county commissioners, she 
writes the checks and matches 
the amounts up with the re-
spective budget.
 Department heads rely on 
this office to inform them of 
how much budget authority 
they have to spend throughout 
the year.
 Roloff also works with the 
treasurer’s office to balance 
funds — a double balance on 
the money.
 Farrell has a daughter and 
resides at Perry. She is an 
Olathe native and graduated 
from Olathe East. She has at-
tended Johnson County Com-
munity College.
 As the payroll clerk, she 
oversees the payroll for 225 
county employees every two 
weeks. The county uses direct 

deposit.
 This requires working with 
department heads who approve 
time cards and working with 
the treasurer to balance all ac-
counts.
 The human resources aspect 
amounts to keeping track of 
and making needed changes 
such as addresses and ad-
justing benefits and salary 
amounts.
 Dunkle became the county 
clerk following the retirement 
of Linda Buttron April 1, 2024. 
She had been employed by the 
county for thee years prior 
and was serving as Buttron’s 
deputy at the time.
 After her appointment by 
the Republican precinct com-
mittee people, she filed for 
the office and was elected in 
November 2024.
 Dunkle and her husband, 
Donn, reside in rural Perry. 
They have two children and 

three grandchildren. She is a 
Nebraska City, Nebraska, na-
tive and attended a California 
business college.
 Dunkle acts as secretary to 
the  Board of County Commis-
sioners, maintains the official 
records for that office, and 
serves as the County Election 
Officer.
 Besides the duties listed,the 
County Clerk’s office issues a 
number of different licenses 
and permits; reviews budgets 
for all taxing entities; prepares 
the budgets for cemeteries; 
townships, fire districts; drain-
age and watershed districts, 
calculates and sets mill lev-
ies for all taxing units; main-
tains county inventory; keeps 
real estate ownership records; 
prepares and adds special as-
sessments and state assessed 
utilities to the tax roll; and 
prepares the tax roll for the 
county.


