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tawatomie Country, Kansas 
Department of Transporta-
tion, and Ebert Construc-
tion. It is projected the con-
struction will be completed 
before the start of school, 
taking just over a month, 
weather permitting. 

The road will not be shut 
down completely but it will 
become one lane and have 
a flagger. 

Commission Chair Terry 

Force commented that it’s 
a  “pleasant surprise they 
moved up the time frame.”

ST. GEORGE 
ANNEXATION

St. George Mayor Debby 
Werth addressed the Com-
missioners in hopes of St. 
George being able to annex 
a small area to help a resi-
dent obtain a sewer system 
large enough for his needs, 
but could possibly impact 
additions in the future as 
well as county road care. 

Force said they needed 
more information, while 
Commissioner Merl Page 
added the project “has a lot 
of merit but we would hate 
to see St George get stuck 
with something they aren’t 
aware of.” 

There will be further dis-
cussion on July 14 with an 
engineer present. 

PAWNEE BUDGET 
REQUEST

Michael Rezkalla with 
Pawnee Mental Health ad-

dressed the commission 
asking for funding. 

He spoke about the im-
provements Pawnee Men-
tal Health is making in their 
budgeting and their role in 
providing care. After Page 
found some discrepancies 
in the math for the funding 
plan, the decision was ta-
bled to look for miscalcu-
lations. Rezkalla urged the 
Commissioners to “please 
continue to advocate and 
support”.

“The services you provide 

are crucial, the health of the 
country starts with mental 
health,” Force said.

COMMISSIONER 
UPDATES

• Bill Drew attended the 
Red, White, and Blue cel-
ebration in St. Marys, even 
manning the veterans me-
morial booth. He also con-
tinued to work alongside 
the Mainstreet Committee 
on the downtown project 
and take phone calls.  

• Page engaged with res-

idents at the Wamego Car-
nival and had conversations 
with the law enforcement 
involved. 

• Dee McKee received 
many phone calls about 
fireworks. She also had an 
online discussion with the 
Workforce Development 
Board and has continued 
to monitor the planning of 
Rock the Plains. 

• Force went to the Pot-
tawatomie Wabaunsee Re-
gional Library which, he 
said, he “admires greatly.” 
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