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PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

By Jenni Carr, Ag &
Natural Resources Agent

Recent rains in Harper 
County have created ideal 
conditions for mushrooms 
to thrive in home lawns and 
gardens. While their appear-
ance may be surprising, most 
mushrooms are relatively 
harmless to surrounding 
plant life. The most common 
sightings include fairy rings 
or scattered mushrooms 
throughout the landscape.

Fairy rings appear as arc-
shaped or circular patterns 
in turfgrass, caused by the 
outward expansion of fungal 
mycelium beneath the sur-
face. This mycelium forms a 
dense, mat-like structure in 
the soil that breaks down or-
ganic matter. As it decompos-

Mushrooms in Lawns

es, it releases nitrates, which 
stimulate grass growth at 
the outer edges of the ring—
resulting in a distinct dark 
green border.

Unfortunately, the same 
fungal mat can hinder wa-
ter penetration and may 
produce byproducts that 
are toxic to nearby grass, of-
ten leading to turf dieback 
around the ring. Fairy rings 
are notoriously difficult to 
manage. Although commer-
cial fungicides can help sup-
press them, these products 
are not typically available to 
homeowners.

Scattered mushrooms 
may be either mycorrhizal—
which form beneficial part-
nerships with tree roots—or 
saprophytic, meaning they 
break down dead organic 
materials like buried wood. 
While their appearance may 
seem alarming, it’s generally 
not advisable to kill them. 
Fungicides are usually inef-
fective because the visible 
mushroom is just the fruiting 
body—the bulk of the fungus 
remains underground where 

chemicals can’t reach.
If mushrooms become an 

eyesore, the best course of 
action is to remove them by 
hand as they appear. If that’s 
not feasible, mowing them 
off is also an option. With re-
cent hot and windy weather, 
the soil will soon dry out and 
mushrooms will likely disap-
pear on their own. In most 
cases, patience is the best 
remedy.

Lastly, while some lawn 
mushrooms are edible, oth-
ers can be extremely toxic. 
Never consume wild mush-
rooms unless you’re abso-
lutely certain of their iden-
tity.

For more information 
scan the QR Code or reach 
out to me at jlcarr@ksu.edu.

GARDEN
TIPS

By LeAnn Hodson
The explosive arrival of 

the 4th of July can be heard 
from early morning till close 
of day. It made me wonder 
just how many young folks 
knew the true meaning 
of Independence Day.  To 
them-was it just a time for 
fireworks, lake-time, pic-
nics, fun??? I must say I was 
pleasantly surprised to find 
that the majority of my en-
quiries on the subject were 
met with accurate responses.  
I asked several kids, rang-
ing in age from 10 to 14 
three questions…What is 
the 4th of July for?  Do you 
know when Independence 
Day is?  What does Indepen-
dence Day mean? The an-
swer of FREEDOM was the 
response as to do you know 
what Independence Day 
means.  I didn’t press the is-
sue of-freedom from what or 
for what.  Like I said, I was 
pretty happy they didn’t just 

THOUGHTS: 
Independence Day

tell me it was a day off of 
work for their folks or a time 
to shoot off hundreds of dol-
lars of fireworks.

So, hopefully we are all 
remembering that on July 
4th, 1776 the Founding Fa-
thers of the United States of 
America signed the Declara-
tion of Independence so that 
we were no longer under the 
rule of Britain.  This signifi-
cant date in history birthed 
our nation into freedom and 
established united yet inde-
pendent states.  The celebra-
tion of Independence Day is 
a wonderful reminder of our 
privilege to live in the great-
est nation on earth.  Fly the 
flag proudly, proclaim your 
joy in freedom, praise God 
for His favor and make sure 
the kids in your life know 
the true meaning of the 4th 
of July so they can carry on 
our traditions, patriotism 

and pride.
God Bless America…and 

you and yours-ALWAYS.
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE 
Harper County Sheriff’s Offi ce 

Abandoned Vehicles 
   The vehicles listed below were 
abandoned and have been im-
pounded by the Harper County 
Sheriff’s Offi ce, will be sold at 
public auction to the highest bid-
der for cash if the owner thereof 
does not claim within 10 days of 
the date of the second publication 
of this notice and pay the removal 
and storage costs incurred by the 
Harper County Sheriff’s Offi ce.
    List is ordered by case number, 
followed by Year, Make, Model, 
VIN, Registered Owner, Lien 
Holder name, Notice mailed on 
this date.
   23-248: 1994 Ford Ranger, VIN 
1FTCR14U1RPB44151, Paige 
Vanhouten, May 21, 2025
    23-197: 2019 Nissan Versa, VIN 
3N1CN7AP5KL807710, Shawn 
Morris - Credit Acceptance Corp., 
May 21, 2025
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