Wednesday edition

* Upcoming exam

Con’t from Page 4

The roiling political atmosphere on
many campuses.

* This final point seeks to boil down
quite a stew. It includes President Don-
ald Trump’s attacks on universities, the
federal government’s investigation into
consideration of race during admission,
settlements over antisemitic actions on
campuses, arrests of pro-Palestinian stu-
dents, restrictions on transgender stu-
dents and the downsizing or elimination
of multicultural supports on campus.
Seen from many different political van-
tage points, college can look less inviting.

In a public announcement and uni-
versity email last week, campus leaders
summed it up: “We are again navigating
an uncertain fiscal environment because
of external factors, such as disruptions
to federal funding, changes in federal
law, stagnant state funding, rising costs,
changes in international enrollments,
and a projected nationwide decline in col-
lege enrollment.”

The email continues, saying that in fis-
cal year 2027, KU “must reduce annual
spending at KU Lawrence and Edwards
by $32 million dollars.”

Some observers claim that the chickens
have come home to roost: Postsecondary
education, they will say, has ignored the
values of the American middle class and
political center and right for too long.

Defenders of universities say that many
of these forces are beyond the control of a
university president, let alone an adjunct
professor.

Regardless, this academic year will be
an inflection point. Ten years from now,
educational historians will look back on
the 2025-2026 academic year as the mo-
ment when universities rose to the chal-

lenge, the year they revitalized — or the
year they caved.

On Tuesday, I will teach my first class-
es of the semester on campus, standing
in front of more than 400 students in
KU’s Budig Hall. I considered teaching
the class as I have done six semesters
before: an overview of the course, an op-
portunity for student questions and some
pictures of my dog.

This year demands something differ-
ent.

So, we will talk about what it’s like to
express yourself on campus these days.
About the number of students who feel
scared to voice their convictions. About
the current academic constipation that
bores many students.

It’s a lesson that [ normally save until
later in the semester, but I don’t think it
can wait. The start of school this year just
feels too urgent to delay.

Most college students know the feel-
ing of realizing too late in the semester
that their grade has sunk too far to res-
cue. How can I earn an A? How can I
manage a B-? Or, How can I pass?

Let’s hope that we in higher education
— researchers, administrators, instruc-
tors, staff and professors — haven’t wait-
ed too long to pass this year’s vital test.

Because the final exam is coming.

Eric Thomas teaches visual journalism
and photojournalism at the William Allen
White School of Journalism and Mass
Communication at the University of Kan-
sas in Lawrence. Through its opinion sec-
tion, Kansas Reflector works to amplify
the voices of people who are affected by
public policies or excluded from public de-
bate.
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 American home

Con’t from Page 4

For the foreseeable fu-
ture, this historic Kansas

a prophet or a fool, and
I'm afraid I've met damned

arrested for assault on a
federal immigration agent

neighborhood will remain
our home. Kim and I dis-
cussed moving to Missouri
or some other state, de-
bating the merits of a new
location as we studied the
map on the dining room
wall. But she fears if I
moved away from Kansas,
[ would lose my identity.

She may be right.

The choice of staying or
going was not something
to take for granted. Too
many Americans don’t
have a choice of staying or
going — and many of them
don’t have a house, apart-
ment or other suitable
place to live. Our first grat-
itude, besides loving and
being loved, should always
be for food and shelter.

Our home will never be
a showplace, but it’s lousy
with history.

The house is an arte-
fact of a time when this
neighborhood, near the
heart of Emporia, was
rather higher on the so-
cial ladder. Inside there
is stained glass and oak
floors and other reminders
of the apparently comfort-
able life, in the 1920s, of
a Latin professor and his
family. Bill Holtz taught at
the local teacher’s college
and he walked the same
sidewalks. On the corner,
across a brick pavement in
desperate need of repair,
the name of our street is
stamped into the concrete,
along with a date: 1916.

The weather has been
especially hard on the
house during the past
couple of years, including
roof damage, an upstairs
window that was blown
in during a storm, and a
favorite maple tree in the
back yard that fell and
landed on the roof of the
garage. The yard floods
in heavy rains and so will
the basement if the sump
pump fails. The kitch-
en pipes freeze in winter.
Critters get into the attic.
We went through an odd
period when yellowjack-
ets infiltrated the upstairs
and tried their damnedest
to build a nest on the shaft
of a ceiling fan. I received
a nasty sting on my right
hand during that episode,
but Iuckily the hornets ha-
ven’t been back.

Now is a time of rebuild-
ing, even in the face of un-
certainty.

We are, as a nation, in
the most chaotic period of
the last 50 years. Anybody
who claims to know what
will happen next is either

few prophets in my life. We
are at an extraordinary in-
flection point in history, a
time filled with both peril
and promise.

The peril is that Lin-
coln’s government “of the
people, by the people, and
for the people” may indeed
perish from the earth. The
promise is that American
democracy may yet achieve
the dream of Martin Luther
King Jr., who glimpsed
a day when we all would
be free at last.

The turbulence of the
events we now live through
are not adequately de-
scribed in any news report,
but can only be fully ap-
preciated at the breakfast
tables and front porches
of homes in Kansas and
across the country. The
consequences of  deci-
sions that have made most
Americans feel helpless are
realized not in the gilded
corridors of power but in
the small places in which
we live, the tables where
we eat, the bedrooms and
sometimes the sidewalks
where we sleep. Many
desperate  conversations
are being held at this mo-
ment over a range of what
ifs. What if I can’t find a
job? What if we can’t afford
groceries? What will we do
if federal agents, their faces
masked, come to take away
our friends and neighbors?

Or us.

There are federal troops
on the streets of Wash-
ington, D.C., ostensibly
for law enforcement, and
a protestor was recently

— for hurling a sandwich.

It is, as I type, another
Wednesday night.

It’s quiet now, but when
my painter friend and his
helpers come tomorrow
there will be scraping and
wire brushing and more
painting. The cracked and
peeling paint of our house
on Constitution Street will
slowly give way to a fresh
coat of “morning blos-
som.”

With resolve and paint,
there are now a couple
fewer questions on Con-
stitution Street. We will
stay. The trim will be “nice
tan.” This will remain our
home — as America is our
home — and the talk of
relocating to another state
or even Canada is over.
There will be columns
written on Wednesday
nights and tweaked on
Thursday mornings. Cats
will be fed and yellowjack-
ets battled.

The gilding of the White
House may continue, but
no amount of gold leaf will
hide the stain of author-
itarianism. Our home’s
honest yellow and brown
paint is an investment in
ourselves, a hope for our
community, and a dream
for America.

Max McCoy is an
award-winning author
and journalist. Through its
opinion section, the Kan-
sas Reflector works to am-
plify the voices of people
who are affected by public
policies or excluded from
public debate.
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Bell’s Knell by Jake Halperin

* Queen Neelah
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Ellie Perry- Woods Lumber

Kathryn West- Acrisure- Drew Johnson

Katelyn Spencer- Magnolia Scents by Design
Lenae Ivie- Daylight Donuts of Independence and

Hoggy Style BBQ

Lorraine Rose- Mark and Kym Kays Express Em-

ployment Professionals

Madelin Beshear- Diamond R Cattle

Madison Morrow- Independence Football Club

Madyson Reister- BaiLeigh Reister- L2 Realty, Inc.

Michelle Carranco- VSE Aviation

Mossie O’Brien- S.E.K. Ready Mix

Naomi Lewman- Quality Toyota

I[zabella Etter- Uncle Jack’s Bar & Grill

Wryly Goodwin- Studio K and Kvell Salon

Zoe Hallet- The Hair Gallery: Cindy Brown and
Mr. Reid’s Workshop and Music Store

Queen Talent night is slated for Monday, Octo-

ber 20 at 7:00 p.m. Prices for tickets are

10 and

$12 purchased at Headquarters and $13 and $15,
if purchased online. Queen Coronation night will be
Tuesday, October 21 at 7:00 p.m. Prices for tickets
are $12 and $14 at Headquarters and $15 and $17

online.




