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Looking for something fun to do this week? 
Here’s a look at what your local libraries are host-
ing: 

(Please note these functions are prone to change 
if the weather prevents the libraries from opening.)

INDEPENDENCE PUBLIC LIBRARY
Tuesday, Aug. 19
• Storytime- 10:15 a.m.
• Ladies Night Out- 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday, Aug. 20
• Exercise- 10:30 a.m.
• Teen D&D Club- 5:00 p.m.
• Library Board Meeting- 5:15 p.m.
• Spine and Page- 6:00 p.m.

Friday, Aug. 22
• Qigong- 11:00 a.m.
• Senior Movie: Dungeons & Dragons: 
Honor Among Thieves-2:00 p.m.

COFFEYVILLE PUBLIC LIBRARY
Tuesday, Aug. 19
• Genealogy- 1:00 p.m.

Wednesday, Aug. 20
• Storytime- 10:00 a.m.
• Make a Bracelet- 5:00 p.m.

Friday, Aug. 22
• TCG Night- 4:00 p.m.

Saturday, Aug. 23
• Storytime- 11:00 a.m.

What’s going on at your local library

Education

AA MEETINGS; 213 W. Oak; In-
dependence; Noon Wednesday, 
Saturday & Sunday; Wednesday 
at 7pm. Thursday at 7pm; Sunday 
at 6pm. Alanon meetings; Tues-
day at 7pm                                      TF  
JESSE DEATON, 2320 N. 20th St., 
Apt. 8, Independence, KS adabn-
don personal property, needs to 
be claimed by August 22, 2025 
otherwise, all will be disposed 
of. Sofa, ottoman, desks, chairs, 
tvs, hutch, bed, record player, 
dishes, misc. kitchen and bath it
ems.                                        Aug19

BARTENDER WANTED: VFW 
Fredonia. Apply within, 10283 
Harper Rd, Fredonia.         AUG20

ACA POMERANIAN puppies, 2 
males, $500 each. Call 620-714-
0295.                                      AUG23

LOWRY CONSTRUCTION, new 
construction, room additions, 
steel buildings, remodeling, 
roofing, insurance claims. Local-
ly owned since 2001. We do it all, 
620-330-1943.                                         TF  
O’SHIELDS SEPTIC Tank  Clean-
ing. Installation and repairs. 
For reliable service and inspec-
tion call John, 620-289-4705.                                 
TF
ALWAYS A great gift idea; auto-
matic garage doors, Indepen-
dence Overhead Doors, Inc., 115 
W. Main, Independence, 620-
331-2445.                                       TF
JESSE’S LAWN Service, mowing, 
cleaning, trimming. Free esti-
mates. Call 620-779-3897.   TF
HILLCREST RENTALS efficiency 
apartments, starting at $125 
weekly. Utilities paid. 620-714-
0377.                                 TF

CLIMATE CONTROL storage, 
available, Witwer Storage, 1691 
CR 4325, Coffeyville, 620-251-
8542.                                 TF    
DEVORE STORAGE, secured 
perimeter, reasonable rates, 
easy access, 216 Cement, 620-
331-8407, 620-926-0197,   sizes 
available.                               TF 
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Tricks to trim your utility bill
A rapid rise in the cost of living 
will undoubtedly prove to be one 
of the major stories of 2022. Ac-
cording to the U.S. Bureau of La-
bor Statistics, energy prices rose 
by 41.6 percent in the 12-month 
period that ended in June 2022, 
marking the highest 12-month 
increase since April 1980.
The significant spike in energy 
costs is somewhat misleading, 
as the BLS considers motor fuel 
prices, which rose more than 60 
percent in the 12-month period 
ending in June 2022, part of the 
energy category. However, dur-
ing that same period, electricity 
prices rose by nearly 14 percent 
while natural gas prices increased 
by 38 percent. Both of those in-
creases were more significant 
than the more publicized rise in 
food prices, which rose by right 
around 10 percent.
Families need to eat and many 
professionals now must return 
to in-person work after years of 
pandemic-related remote work-
ing, which means they must 
confront higher fuel costs. That 
leaves little room to save money 
in those areas. However, there are 
ways for families to reduce home 
energy costs without adversely 
affecting their quality of life.
· Run appliances during off-peak 
hours. According to the United 
States Department of Energy 
and the U.S. Environmental Pro-
tection Agency, the best time 
to use appliances in a home is 
when overall electricity use is 
low. Though this time changes 
depending on the season and 
can vary based on geography, the 
DOE and the EPA both note that 
after 9 p.m. and before 9 a.m. are 
generally the off-peak hours in 
most areas.
· Strategically use your shades 
and blinds. The energy providers 
at ConEd estimate that about 40 
percent of unwanted heat comes 
through windows. Strategic use 
of curtains, shades and blinds 
can keep heat out on hot days, 
thus allowing homeowners to 
turn the thermostat up on their 
air conditioning units in sum-
mer. Opening curtains, blinds 
and shades on winter mornings 
and afternoons will allow more 
sunlight in, allowing homeown-
ers to control heating costs more 
effectively.
· Reorganize your refrigerator. 
There are plenty of contradictory 
strategies regarding how best to 
store foods in a refrigerator so the 
unit consumes as little energy as 
possible while still keeping foods 
fresh and chilled. But various en-
ergy providers, including ConEd, 
recommend that consumers 
avoid packing a fridge too tightly. 
By allowing cold air to circulate 
within the refrigerator, the re-
frigerator won’t need to work as 
hard, and thus consume as much 
energy, to keep foods cool. It’s im-
portant to note that the opposite 
should govern how the freezer 
is packed. Packing frozen items 
tightly in the freezer will help the 
refrigerator work a little less hard.
· Turn off the lights. Estimates 
from the U.S. Energy Informa-
tion Administration indicate that 
electricity for lighting accounts 
for around 10 percent of elec-
tricity consumption in homes. A 
concerted effort to turn off lights 
in rooms that aren’t being used 
can help consumers save money.
Rising utility bills are compelling 
millions of people to seek ways to 
trim their energy consumption. 
Thankfully, there are many ways 
to do that without upsetting daily 
routines.

104 Notices

Classified NeW
 deadliNes

daily-11 a.m. day Before
saturday- 3 p.m. Thursday

Minimum Charge- 1 day, up to 15 words, 
$8.25

Call the office 620-331-3550 to place your 
ad. We accept Visa, MasterCard or dis-
cover cards, or you can pre-pay for your 
ad at our offices at 6th and Chestnut 
streets.
The Reporter reserves the right to edit, 
classify or reject any ad submitted.
The independence daily Reporter does not 
accept responsibility for the character of 
advertisers requesting its readers to make 
cash investments in business ventures. 
The Reporter does suggest you check thor-
oughly with your Chamber of Commerce, 
credit bureau, or your local banks before 
you make investments with concerns you 
know little or nothing about.

ClassifiCaTiON iNdeX
Topic            Number
aNNOuNCeMeNTs (100)
food specials .......................... 101
Business Opportunities.............102
Coming attractions ...................103
Notices .....................................104
lost & found ...........................105
lodge Notices ...........................106
eMPlOYMeNT (120)
Help Wanted .............................121
Jobs Wanted .............................122
MeRCHaNdise (130)
auctions ...................................131
Rummage sales ........................132
farm equip. & supplies ............133
livestock & equip.....................134
Pets & supplies ........................135
indoor Goods ............................136
Outdoor Goods .........................137
Merchandise for Rent ................138
free .........................................139
Merchandise Wanted .................140
seRViCe (150)
services....................................151
auctioneers...............................152
VeHiCles, aCCessORies (160)
autos ................                     161
Trucks .....................................162
Motorcycles ..............................163
Recreational Vehicles ................164
Vehicle accessories ...................165
Vehicles Wanted .......................166
PROPeRTY (180)
Real estate for sale .............. 181
Property for Rent .................. 182
Mobile Homes ....................... 183
Property Wanted ................... 184
auctions ............................... 185
PuBliC NOTiCes ................. 200

151 Services

182 Property 
For Rent
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(First published in the Indepen-
dence Daily Reporter August 5, 
2025)

IN THE 14TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
DISTRICT COURT 

OF MONTGOMERY 
COUNTY, KANSAS

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE PETITION OF 
Beth Smith
To Change His/Her Name To: 
Beth Smith- Stephens

Case No. MGI-2025-CV-55
Div. No

PURSUANT TO K.S.A. 
CHAPTER 60

NOTICE OF HEARING- 
PUBLICATION

THE STATE OF KANSAS 
TO ALL WHO ARE OR 
MAY BE CONCERNED: 

You are herby notifi ed that Beth 
Smith, fi led a Petition in the above 
court on the 31 day of July, 2025, 
requesting a judgement and order 
changing his/her name from Beth 
Smith to Beth Smith-Stephens. 
The Petition will be heard in Mont-
gomery County District Court, 300 
E. Main, Independence, Kansas, 
on the 22nd day of September, 
2025 in this court or appear at 
the hearing and object to the re-
quested name change. If you fail 
to act, judgement and order will 
be entered upon the Petition as re-
quested by Petitioner. 

s. Beth A. Smith,
Petitioner, Pro Se

4836 CR 3525
Independence, KS 67301

620-330-6555
August 5, 12,& 19, 2025

_________________________________

Assisted Living
at

Eagle Estates
Where Your Family

Is Our Family
Enjoy home cooked meals,

housekeeping, laundry,
personal care and

medication assistance.
24 Hour caring staff

RN on call 24/7
Let your family be a part

of our family at
1354 Taylor Road

Independence
620-331-1662

BY: ANNA KAMINSKI
Kansas Reflector

The lesser prairie 
chicken, a dancing 
grouse that has long 
teetered between threat-
ened and endangered 
classifications, lost its 
federal protections in 
court in a victory for 
Great Plains petroleum 
and cattle industries.

In a Tuesday decision 
from a Texas federal 
court, the lesser prairie 
chicken was stripped 
of any endangered or 
threatened species pro-
tections, which were 
established through a 
Biden-era ruling.

The Trump adminis-
tration challenged that 
ruling, arguing it con-
tained mistakes, and 
the lesser prairie chick-
en would be adequately 
protected without en-
dangered or threatened 
classifications.

U.S. District Judge 
David Counts, a Trump 
appointee, agreed, de-
nying a slate of motions 
in a 15-page omnibus 
order that reversed the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service’s  2022  classifi-
cations.

The lesser prairie 
chicken forages on 
what’s widely consid-
ered to be prime ranch-
ing and drilling land 
in the grasslands and 
brush of southwestern 
Kansas, southeastern 
Colorado, eastern New 
Mexico, western Okla-
homa and the panhan-
dle and south plains 
of Texas. The bird was 
first protected in 2014, 
a decision that was 
overturned a year later. 

In the 2022 classifica-
tions, the bird’s popula-
tions were divided into a 
southern range in New 
Mexico and the south-
west Texas Panhan-
dle, where it was listed 
as endangered, and a 
northern range in Kan-
sas, Oklahoma and the 
northeast Texas Pan-
handle, where it was 
listed as threatened.

More than 70% of the 
estimated lesser prairie 
chicken population re-
sides in Kansas.

Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice admitted in the 
case that it erred in cre-
ating two distinct popu-
lations of lesser prairie 
chickens, and it failed 
to justify the classifica-
tion of the two distinct 
population segments — 
northern and southern, 
Counts said.

He added that “the 
later endangered and 
threatened findings 
have no leg to stand 
on.”

“Fish and Wildlife is 
unable to correct this 
square one error with-
out engaging in an en-
tirely new analysis,” he 
said.

Counts reasoned that 
any “disruptive conse-

quences” of removing 
protections “are short-
lived and minimized 
by the sixteen existing 
voluntary conservation 
programs and efforts in 
place across the range 
of the lesser prairie-
chicken.”

Many of those pro-
grams, which are ad-
ministered by feder-
al, state and private 
groups, existed before 
the 2022 listing deci-
sion and were designed 
to mitigate threats to 
the lesser prairie chick-
en and its habitat, 
Counts said.

“These efforts are not 
thought to be inad-
equate over the short 
term,” he said. “Rather, 
even the current listing 
decision couched their 
inadequacies in the 
long term — a span of 
25 years.”

The decision is a win 
for Kansas agricultural 
and energy producers, 
said U.S. Rep. Tracey 
Mann, who has pub-
licly opposed listing the 
lesser prairie chicken 
since 2021. He added it 
is “a huge loss for radi-
cal climate activists and 
bureaucrats who have 
abused the Endangered 
Species Act for over a 
decade to hurt Ameri-
can agriculture and en-
ergy production.”

“Kansas farmers, 
ranchers and agricul-
tural producers have 
always been and al-
ways will be the original 
conservationists of the 
land,” he said.

Mann was behind a 
bill this year that del-
isted the lesser prairie 
chicken and prevented 
any future efforts to 
relist it. However, the 
legislation did not prog-
ress.

Matt Teagarden, CEO 
of the Kansas Livestock 
Association, said in 
an emailed statement 
that the 2022 ruling 
contained “significant 
flaws” that “dispropor-

tionately affected live-
stock operations.” He 
said the association, 
which was part of the 
lawsuit, is pleased the 
Trump administration 
is reexamining the list-
ing.

“Over the coming 
months,” he said, “we 
hope the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service will 
take into account the 
voluntary conservation 
efforts already taking 
place, most of which are 
being done by ranch-
ers.”

Texas agencies ini-
tially sued the Fish 
and Wildlife Service in 
March 2023. Among 
them was the state’s 
railroad commission, 
which regulates oil and 
natural gas production 
in the state. Attorneys 
general in  Kansas  and 
Oklahoma and the pe-
troleum and cattle in-
dustries later joined the 
suit.

Kansas Attorney Gen-
eral Kris Kobach and 
Oklahoma Attorney 
General Gentner Drum-
mond celebrated the 
decision.

“The listing of the 
species as threatened 
or endangered would 
have crippled oil and 
wind energy production 
and would have lim-
ited where and when 
Kansas ranchers could 
graze cattle on their 
own property,” Kobach 
said in a Friday news 
release.

Drummond said in 
a Wednesday news re-
lease that he had called 
the Biden administra-
tion’s ruling “outra-
geous and illegal fed-
eral overreach.”

“This court decision 
affirms we were right,” 
Drummond said. “Okla-
homa’s cattle grazing, 
energy production and 
rural economy are no 
longer under siege by 
this unlawful regula-
tion.”

In Kobach’s initial 

argument in federal 
court, he worried Kan-
sas would lose revenues 
from cattle ranching, 
farming, oil and gas 
production, wind ener-
gy production and tour-
ism if the lesser prairie 
chicken’s threatened 
status stood. He wor-
ried the status would 
lead to job losses in the 
state, which would “fur-
ther adversely impact 
state tax revenues, in 
addition to causing so-
cial instability among 
Kansans who lose their 
jobs.”

Under the Endan-
gered Species Act, the 
habitat and species 
protections that ac-
company a threatened 
or endangered status 
determination curtail 
certain land uses such 
as cattle ranching, oil 
drilling and energy pro-
duction in protected 
habitats.

Jason Rylander, legal 
director of the Center 
for Biological Diversity’s 
Climate Law Institute, 
which was an interve-
nor in the case, said the 
Trump administration’s 
rationale for removing 
the lesser prairie chick-
en’s protections was in 
bad faith.

“This ruling has noth-
ing to do with science 
or the law and every-
thing to do with kow-
towing to the oil and 
gas industry,” he said. 
“We won’t be silent wit-
nesses while the Trump 
administration and fos-
sil fuel companies try 
to carve up what’s left 
of these dancing birds’ 
habitat and doom them 
to extinction.”

But the fight for the 
lesser prairie chicken is 
not over, Rylander said.

The institute is con-
sidering its legal op-
tions, including a pos-
sible appeal of Counts’ 
decision and a new pe-
tition with the USFWS 
to relist the lesser prai-
rie chicken.

Kansas lesser prairie chicken loses 
endangered species act protections 

after Texas court order

Endangered Species Act protections for the lesser prairie chicken, which resides in Kansas' grasslands, were removed 
after petroleum and agricultural industries challenged those protections in court. (Greg Kramos/USFWS)
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