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The U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service will not 
allocate water in 2026 
to a Kansas wildlife 
refuge that serves as a 
key destination for hun-
dreds of species of mi-
grating birds.

Kansas Republican 
U.S. Sen. Jerry Mo-
ran in an Aug. 14 an-
nouncement applauded 
the service’s decision to 
take no action to honor 
water rights for the Qui-
vira National Wildlife 
Refuge, a more than 
22,000-acre marsh and 
sand prairie in central 
Kansas.

Federal officials made 
the same decision in 
2020 and again in 
2023, despite  a report 
from Kansas regula-
tors that found the ref-
uge received insuffi-
cient amounts of water 
in two out of every three 
years between 2008 
and 2021.

“I met with FWS Ad-
ministrator Brian Nes-
vik and emphasized the 
need for long-term solu-
tions led by stakehold-
ers at the local level, 
and I am pleased by 
the recognition of the 
progress that is being 
made,” Moran said in a 
news release.

Moran did not specify 
what progress entails, 
but he said the service 
acknowledged a Kansas 

Department of Agricul-
ture group’s conserva-
tion efforts.

A 2016 analysis de-
termined that irrigators 
upstream from Qui-
vira were infringing on 
its state water rights, 
which entitle it to more 
than 14,000 acre-feet of 
water each year, equiv-
alent to about 4.6 bil-
lion gallons. Irrigators 
reduce the groundwater 
in Rattlesnake Creek, 
which flows into the ref-
uge. Conservationists 

say lower flows threaten 
endangered species.

In 2024, the refuge re-
portedly used none of its 
allocated water for the 
first time since 2017, 
according to state water 
rights data. In 2023, it 
used 45 acre-feet.

U.S. Rep. Ron Es-
tes, a Republican rep-
resenting Kansas’ 4th 
District, wrote a letter 
in February to U.S. In-
terior Secretary Doug 
Burgum, asking for 
assurance that the de-

partment wouldn’t call 
for water allocation for 
Quivira.

“Agriculture is the 
basin’s primary indus-
try, generating millions 
of dollars in direct and 
indirect revenue,” Estes 
said. “Losing the ability 
to irrigate crops would 
reduce these revenues 
by tens of millions of 
dollars, forcing many 
of these already strug-
gling family-run farms 
to exit the industry en-
tirely.”
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AA MEETINGS; 213 W. Oak; In-
dependence; Noon Wednesday, 
Saturday & Sunday; Wednesday 
at 7pm. Thursday at 7pm; Sunday 
at 6pm. Alanon meetings; Tues-
day at 7pm                                      TF  

AUGUST 22 & 23, 8-5, Lots of 
misc., hand tools, fishing stuff.      
1 1/2 miles east of Independence 
on 160.                                AUG22

ACA POMERANIAN puppies, 2 
males, $500 each. Call 620-714-
0295.                                      AUG23

LOWRY CONSTRUCTION, new 
construction, room additions, 
steel buildings, remodeling, 
roofing, insurance claims. Local-
ly owned since 2001. We do it all, 
620-330-1943.                                         TF  
O’SHIELDS SEPTIC Tank  Clean-
ing. Installation and repairs. 
For reliable service and inspec-
tion call John, 620-289-4705.                                       
TF
ALWAYS A great gift idea; auto-
matic garage doors, Indepen-
dence Overhead Doors, Inc., 115 
W. Main, Independence, 620-
331-2445.                                       TF
JESSE’S LAWN Service, mowing, 
cleaning, trimming. Free esti-
mates. Call 620-779-3897.   TF

HILLCREST RENTALS efficiency 
apartments, starting at $125 
weekly. Utilities paid. 620-714-
0377.                                 TF
CLIMATE CONTROL storage, 
available, Witwer Storage, 1691 
CR 4325, Coffeyville, 620-251-
8542.                                 TF    
DEVORE STORAGE, secured 
perimeter, reasonable rates, 
easy access, 216 Cement, 620-
331-8407, 620-926-0197,   sizes 
available.                               TF 
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Family activities to get kids off 
the couch

Thanks to increasingly busy 
weekday schedules that have 
families running in different di-
rections for work, school and ex-
tracurricular activities, weekends 
are an ideal time to recharge. Too 
often, however, family members 
retire to their respective rooms, 
devices in hand.
Kommando Tech says people 
spend an average of three hours 
and 15 minutes on their phones 
each day, with Americans spend-
ing 5.4 hours a day using phones. 
Those statistics do not include 
how much additional time is like-
ly spent on devices like tablets or 
laptops.
Chances are phones are be-
ing used while lounging on the 
couch or bed, something that 
has negative health conse-
quences for many children and 
adults. A sedentary lifestyle can 
lead to weight gain, loss of mus-
cle strength, weak bones, dimin-
ished immune system response, 
and poor blood circulation, ac-
cording to the health information 
site Medline. These fun activities 
can get kids and parents off the 
couch on weekends.

Take a family bike ride
Inflate those tires and tighten 
your helmet chin straps. A fam-
ily bike ride is an ideal activity 
for the family because it is some-
thing that can be enjoyed by ax 
for the very young or the elderly), 
and enjoy exercise in the great 
outdoors.

Wash the cars
It’s a chore, but it’s one that has 
the potential for lots of laughs 
along the way - and possibly a 
suds fight. Washing vehicles also 
is a great way to cool off when 
the weather is warm.

Engage in sports training
Whether the children participate 
in organized sports or not, set 
up an obstacle course or fitness 
circuit in the backyard. Everyone 
takes turns going through the 
course. The family can spend 
time together as everyone gets 
beneficial exercise.

Do a walking tour
Educational attractions like mu-
seums, zoos, aquariums and 
arboretums are great to visit on 
weekends. The family will see 
new sights and learn important 
information about exhibits, all 
the while walking a few miles.

Visit an amusement park
Research the nearest amuse-
ment park and take a road trip 
for the day. Hours will be spent 
walking around the park and go-
ing on thrilling rides. Consider 
discounted memberships or 
season passes if this is the type 
of activity the family plans to re-
peat.

Check out a driving range
Practice golf swings at a driving 
range or a virtual driving range. 
Everyone can compete to see 
whose drive is the longest.
The possibilities for physically 
active family engagement are 
endless and beneficial for the 
body in myriad ways.
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Call the office 620-331-3550 to place your 
ad. We accept Visa, MasterCard or dis-
cover cards, or you can pre-pay for your 
ad at our offices at 6th and Chestnut 
streets.
The Reporter reserves the right to edit, 
classify or reject any ad submitted.
The independence daily Reporter does not 
accept responsibility for the character of 
advertisers requesting its readers to make 
cash investments in business ventures. 
The Reporter does suggest you check thor-
oughly with your Chamber of Commerce, 
credit bureau, or your local banks before 
you make investments with concerns you 
know little or nothing about.
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Millsap & Singer, LLC
8900 Indian Creek Parkway, Suite 
180
Overland Park, KS  66210
(913) 339-9132
(913) 339-9045 (fax)

IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF 
Montgomery County, KANSAS

CIVIL DEPARTMENT
PennyMac Loan Services, LLC
Plaintiff ,
vs.
Zachary Zahniser, Jane Doe, and 
John Doe, et al.,
Defendants

Case No. MGC-2025-CV-000048
Court No.

Title to Real Estate Involved
Pursuant to K.S.A. §60

NOTICE OF SUIT
STATE OF KANSAS to the above 
named Defendants and The Un-
known Heirs, executors, devisees, 
trustees, creditors, and assigns of 
any deceased defendants; the un-
known spouses of any defendants; 
the unknown offi  cers, successors, 
trustees, creditors and assigns 
of any defendants that are exist-
ing, dissolved or dormant corpo-
rations; the unknown executors, 
administrators, devisees, trustees, 
creditors, successors and assigns 
of any defendants that are or were 
partners or in partnership; and the 
unknown guardians, conservators 
and trustees of any defendants 
that are minors or are under any 
legal disability and all other per-
son who are or may be concerned:
 You are hereby notifi ed 
that a Petition has been fi led in 
the District Court of Montgom-
ery County, Kansas by PennyMac 
Loan Services, LLC, praying to 
foreclose a mortgage on the follow-
ing described real estate:
LOTS 15 AND 16, BLOCK 1, CITY 
PARK ADDITION TO THE CITY OF 
COFFEYVILLE, MONTGOMERY 
COUNTY, KANSAS Parcel ID No. 
063-197-36-0-30-03-013.00-0.  
Commonly known as 102 W 2nd 
Street, Coff eyville, KS 67337 (“the 
Property”) MS 214242
and all those defendants who have 
not otherwise been served are re-
quired to plead to the Petition on 
or before September 24, 2025 in 
the District Court of Montgom-
ery County, Kansas.  If you fail to 
plead, judgment and decree will be 
entered in due course upon the re-
quest of plaintiff .

MILLSAP & SINGER, LLC
By: 

s. Dwayne A. Duncan, #27533
dduncan@msfi rm.com

612 Spirit Dr.
St. Louis, MO 63005

(636) 537-0110
(636) 537-0067 (fax)

ATTORNEYS FOR PLAINTIFF
MS 214242.459585 KJFC

MILLSAP & SINGER, LLC IS 
ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT A 
DEBT AND ANY INFORMATION 
OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR 
THAT PURPOSE.

August 14, 21, & 28, 2025
_________________________________
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U.S. & World

HADRIANA LOWENKRON and 
JENNIFER A. DLOUHY
Bloomberg News

Donald Trump urged Russia’s 
Vladimir Putin and Ukraine’s 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy to show 
some “flexibility” as the U.S. 
president accelerates his efforts 
to end the war in Ukraine and 
encourages the two leaders to 
hold a bilateral summit.

“I hope President Putin is go-
ing to be good, and if he’s not, 
it’s going to be a rough situa-
tion,” Trump said Tuesday in an 
interview on Fox News. “I hope 
that Zelenskyy, President Zelen-
skyy, will do what he has to do. 
He has to show some flexibility 
also.” 

Trump’s comments follow a 
whirlwind stretch as the U.S. 
president pushes to bring Rus-
sia’s war against Ukraine — now 
in its fourth year — to an end. 
Trump held a summit in Alaska 
with Putin last week and talks at 
the White House with Zelenskyy 
and European allies on Monday.

Trump spoke with Putin again 
on Monday and urged him to be-
gin making plans for a bilateral 
summit with Zelenskyy — a sit-
down that would mark the first 
time those leaders meet face-
to-face since Russia invaded its 
neighbor in Feb. 2022. Trump 
said that if that meeting goes 
well, he’ll look to follow up with 
a trilateral summit with Putin 
and Zelenskyy.

“I wouldn’t say they are ever 
going to be best friends, but 
they’re doing OK, and we’re just 
going to see,” Trump said. “You 
know, they’re the ones that have 
to call the shots.”

The details of the plan, how-
ever, appear to still be in flux 
— with Trump acknowledging a 
time and location for a gathering 
had not yet been set, and Rus-
sian presidential aide Yuri Usha-
kov saying only that Trump and 
Putin had discussed the idea of 
direct talks with Zelenskyy.

A meeting between Putin and 
Zelenskyy could take place with-
in two weeks, German Chancel-
lor Friedrich Merz told report-
ers Monday. French President 
Emmanuel Macron signaled the 
trilateral summit could happen 
within three weeks.

In Tuesday’s interview, Trump 
by turns cast blame for the war 
on former President Barack 

Obama, his immediate prede-
cessor President Joe Biden and 
Ukrainian efforts to join NATO. 
He said that he has a strong rela-
tionship with Putin, but empha-
sized that relationship means 
little if it doesn’t translate into 
an agreement to end the war.

“We’re going to find out about 
President Putin in the next cou-
ple of weeks — that I can tell you 
— and we’re going to see where 
it all goes. It’s possible that he 
doesn’t want to make a deal,” 
Trump said.

SECURITY GUARANTEES
The tone of Monday’s White 

House meetings was much im-
proved from a February visit in 
which Zelenskyy bitterly clashed 
with Trump. Zelenskyy said 
Trump agreed to participate in 
security guarantees as part of 
any peace deal and reserve dis-
cussion of territorial exchanges 
for direct talks between Zelen-
skyy and Putin. 

Trump on Tuesday indicated 
there would be some form of se-
curity assurances, perhaps in 
the form of air support from the 
U.S., even as he reiterated that 
he would not allow Ukraine to 
join NATO. European countries 
would supply ground troops, 
Trump said. 

“We’re willing to help them 
with things, especially, probably 
you could talk about by air, be-
cause there’s nobody that has 
the kind of stuff we have,” the 
president said. 

Trump also said Zelenskyy 
would have to forfeit his ambi-

tions of retaking Crimea, which 
Russia illegally seized by force in 
2014. 

“Both of those things are im-
possible,” the president said, 
referring to the Crimean Penin-
sula and NATO membership for 
Ukraine.

A package of security guar-
antees could build on the work 
of the so-called coalition of the 
willing, a European group led by 
the U.K. and France, potentially 
including a multinational force. 
European Union leaders are due 
to be briefed remotely on Tues-
day on the outcome of the talks 
in Washington.

Trump, when asked if Euro-
pean leaders pushed him on the 
reliability of U.S. security guar-
antees under a future president, 
said “they did. We talked about 
it.”

“You know, it is what it is. I 
could say the same thing about 
them. I say, suppose you get a 
terrible leader in U.K. or France 
or, you know, we had Ursula 
there, who runs the whole gam-
ut,” he added referring to Euro-
pean Commission President Ur-
sula von der Leyen.

Asked if he called the Russian 
president on Monday in front of 
European officials he was meet-
ing with at the White House, 
Trump said he did not, saying 
he thought it would be “disre-
spectful” to the Russian leader.

“President Putin wouldn’t talk 
to people from Europe. I mean, 
that was part of the problem. 
He, they had no communica-
tion,” Trump said.

Trump says Putin, Zelenskyy must be 
flexible as he pushes summit

This combination of pictures created on  Aug. 18, 2025, shows President Donald 
Trump and Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky in Washington, D.C., on  Aug. 18, 
2025, and Russian President Vladimir Putin in  Anchorage, Alaska, on  Aug. 15, 2025. 
President Donald Trump said he had started arranging a two-way peace meeting be-
tween  Ukraine's Volodymyr Zelensky and  Russia's Vladimir Putin -- to be followed by 
three-way talks involving himself. (Andrew Caballero-Reynolds/AFP/Getty Images/TNS)

State News
Federal officials won’t take action on Kansas 

wildlife refuge’s lost water

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service established Quivira National Wildlife Refuge in 1955 to protect migra-
tory birds, pictured here in 2011. (Dan Severson/USFWS)


