
would be more than happy to refer
them to someone who would know
better, because it's on a case-by-
case basis. Overall, I'm really
excited to teach these people what
their resources are and how to use
them so they can pursue their
citizenship dream.”

With changes being made to the
process, Alonso offered encour-
agement for participation in the
class.

“Unfortunately, the process is
becoming more challenging and
difficult. The test currently has 100
civic questions, but the Trump
Administration recently announced
they will be reverting back to a test
with 120 questions from his first
term. With the current 100-
question test, a client will be asked
10 of those questions and have to
answer a minimum six of those
correctly, whereas with the 120-
question test, a client will be asked
20 questions and have to answer a
minimum of 12 of those correctly,”
Alonso said. “The proposed
changes are pretty extensive, and it
was also announced there will be
neighborhood checks done, which
means with certain cases,
immigration officials will interview
neighbors, co-workers and others in
a client's circle to make sure they
have good moral character. I
encourage people to go ahead and
start the process now, and if they're
able to fill out the N-400 appli-
cation for naturalization, they can
be grandfathered into the 100-
question test. As a U.S. citizen, you
have more privileges and more
opportunities and more guarantees
of non-deportation. Even if you're a
permanent resident, there's still
that risk of deportation and having
your visa revoked, but if you're a
citizen, that's much less likely to
happen, so we want everyone to
have that extra layer of
security. Also, only 25 people are
allowed per class, and the classes
can fill up pretty quickly – we
actually almost reached that limit
last year, and we got some good
response to the daytime class being

available. If you want a guaranteed
spot, register now so you can be
sure and get in for this semester.”

Alonso added she always works
to make each class different.

“I enjoy seeing the generational
differences with my students – I've
had senior citizens in my class and
young parents with young families
and everything in between, so it's
always a very diverse group and it's
amazing to see those dynamics,”
Alonso said. “And while the
majority of the students I teach are
from Mexico, I have also had
students from other parts of
Central America and South
America as well as Ukraine and
Haiti and some other places, so it's
amazing being able to learn about
those other cultures while I'm

teaching them. I always try to bring
up different stories and examples of
how others have gone through the
immigration process, and I also talk
a lot about how to get involved
locally. With either my first or
second class, we were able to do a
community project to put up some
extra lighting at McCray Park –
that project did take a few years,
but it did come to fruition, and it
was amazing to show them there's
so much they can do when they
officially become citizens and how
they can make their community
better.”

Overall, Alonso said, she is
excited for her next group of
students.

“I hope to see a full class, I love
seeing that because it tells me the

need is there. I would also love to
see an improvement in retention,
and since there are fewer sessions
this time around, I feel like that will
help people be able to commit,”
Alonso said.

my flight instructor for my
certificate, and then I was a flight
instructor for a while. Then in
2004, I was hired by the Kansas Air
National Guard to fly KC-135
aircrafts, and from there, getting
into aerobatics, I think that was
something I'd always been inter-
ested in, but I just hadn't really
been exposed to it until I was
working on my flight instructor
rating. One of the prerequisites for
that is spin training, so when I did
that, I went on to get more
aerobatic training, and when I was
able to afford it, I purchased my
first plane in I believe 2001 or
2002, got started in aerobatics
there, and kind of moved up to my
present airplane, which is the third
one I've owned. Then I started
doing air shows in about 2008, and
that's where I am today. I upgraded
from the Scitaborea to my current
biplane, and fast-forward to 2025,
I'm still flying and really looking
forward to making my way back to
Southwest Kansas.”

Correll said he had been
contacted about participating in
this year’s event last winter, and
said he is always excited for the
chance to visit Southwest Kansas.

“I always love going to Southwest
Kansas, my dad grew up in Liberal
and I've got other family in the
area, so it's always neat to see
everyone,” Correll said. “Also, one
of my early field trips was to the
Mid-America Air Museum, which
is also great. Like I said earlier, I'd
always been intrigued by aviation,

but now that I've done everything
in my career, I appreciate all of that
even more. The AirFair organizers
are great to work with, they always
do a fantastic job coordinating
everything, and they go all out to
put on a great event. And this will
actually be my third Liberal
AirFair, which I think is really
neat.”

Correll added the AirFair
audience can expect to see many
cool stunts with his act.

“The best way I can describe my
act is it's almost like I'm flying a hot
rod biplane,” Correll said with a
chuckle. “It's designed from a
WWII trainer, and my plane's been
modified to have more horsepower
and maneuverability. We make a lot
of smoke and noise and do a lot of

aggressive aerobatics, especially
with my finale, which always gets
the crowd. This year should be
really neat for everyone – all of the
acts are really cool, and I under-
stand there's also going to be a
night show for everyone. For
anyone who hasn't been to an air
show, this could also be their first
time seeing a night air show, and I
think that will just be an awesome
experience. There's a wide variety
of planes involved in the show, and
the show is truly for everyone – the
older patrons will more appreciate
the historical value of the planes,
and I think the younger attendees
will enjoy the adrenaline and cool
stunts that will be going on. And a
lot of these types of shows primarily
happen in bigger cities, so this is a

great chance to see these planes
right in Liberal's backyard.”

That overall passion for aviation,
Correll said, is what has kept him
going.

“My passion for aviation has kept
me going, and so have all the
people I've met along the way. I
currently live in Wichita and work
for a company that builds planes,
so I get to see that all the way, from
the design process to the finished
product,” Correll said. “There are
then the people who maintain the
planes and help keep them going,
and they're also great. Instead of
getting to see these just sitting in a
museum, people will get to see
these aircraft fly and do really neat
stunts and be entertaining. I
remember there was an air show in

Dodge City I went to when I was in
about 5th grade, and we went to
that, and I remember watching

those guys fly and thinking how
cool that was. And later on, after I
learned to fly, I got to thinking
there wasn't any reason I couldn't
do that, and it's fun to inspire
younger generations and talk about
aviation.”

Overall, Correll said, he is
excited to be participating in the
Liberal AirFair this year.

“I'm really excited to be making
my way to Liberal that day, and I
think it'll be a great show from
everyone who's involved,” Correll
said. “I would just encourage
everyone to come out that day and
see what we do. If people come
out, there's something for
everyone, and it's great to be able
to expose people to something like
this, especially younger people.”
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Correll ... Pilot Brian Correll performs a trick
during a past air show. Correll will
be bringing his plane and talents
back to Liberal for this year’s
Liberal AirFair, and he said he is
excited to make his way back to the
area. Courtesy photo


