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24 Hour Service
Plumbing, Electrical,
Remodeling, HVAC
and Drain Cleaning 

Accepting Credit Cards
(785) 806-5827

512 Main • Osage City, KS
conklinplumbing@hotmail.com

CONKLIN
Shawn Conklin - Owner

Call (785) 221-3862
(based out of Lyndon) 

Dan's
Dirt & Gravel

No Job
too small

 Rock • Fill Dirt 
Driveways

Gravel
Minor Excavating

Plumbing Electrical
Heating Cooling

Excavating

785-528-3912

OPEN 24 HOURS A DAY
7 DAYS A WEEK

505 MARKET
OSAGE CITY

p l u m b i n g

pa s t u r e
c l e a r i n g

m e at

DeWitt 
Logging

(785) 219-1802
Josh DeWitt - Owner/Logger

10324 W. US Hwy 56 - Osage City

BUying 
WaLnUt timBer

in tHe area.

lo g g i n g

Mark Sinclair
123 N. Topeka Ave. • Carbondale  

(785) 836-7670
SnSServiceLLC@gmail.com

Ground Source 
Heat Pumps

Heating & Air 
Conditioning

SERVICE, LLC SERVICE, LLC

S SS Sn n

Residential & Mobile Homes - Solar

Osage County  
Health Department

“Helping Families in Our Community”
Skilled Nurses
Immunizations 

Health Education
Wellness Services

WIC Program Available

Monday - Thursday 
8 a.m.- 6:30 p.m.  
Closed Fridays

103 E. 9th • Lyndon • (785) 828-3117

osage county
business directory

535 Market St   (785) 367-6186•

Serving NE Kansas since 1947

Proud to be a member 
of the Osage City 

community since 2022

r e a l  e s tat e

c o n t r a c t o r s

20394 S. US Hwy. 75
Scranton, Ks. 66537

Custom Built
Portable Buildings

Enterprises, llc

Flint  Hills

Keith Graber
(785) 756-2160

• Cabins
• Garden Sheds
• Animal Shelters
• Portable Garages
• Storage Buildings

233 Main St. • Carbondale | (785) 408-1015
downhomeautoandrepair@gmail.com

Down Home
Auto & Repair

Big or small, we fix them all!
Ashton Traphagan

Tires, Automotive, Small Engine
even Remote Control

Complete Automotive Care

215 N. Topeka Ave. • Carbondale
(785) 836-9301

Your
full service

auto repair shop!

Pasture Clearing

Don Enright
(913) 238-4175

lyndon

785.219.3688

RENTALS
SALT CREEK

DELBERT DILLERLyndon, Kansas Lyndon, KS
Delbert Diller • 785-219-3688

EQUIPMENT RENTAL
AND SALES

Rental equipment also 
has a buy out price.

• Brush clearing
• Lifts
• Standon Skidloader
• Excavating
• Concrete
• Skidsteer attachments

Licensed and insured with over 
25 years experience!

Onyx Dealer                 Water heaters
Plumbing fixtures        Repair plumber  
Sump pumps/backups
Sewer inspections

785-219-2349
mccainplumbingco@gmail.com

Craig Barrington
785-219-2905

Tim Moore
785-219-9530

• Spray Closed-Cell
 Foam Insulation
• Planned Maintenance
• New Construction
• 24 Hour Service
• Installation/Service
• Licensed Contractor

Call or text today!
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THE OSAGE COUNTY 
HERALD-CHRONICLE 

(USPS 022-026) is published 
weekly on Thursdays for $43 

per year in Osage County, $49 
per year elsewhere in Kansas 
and $55 per year out-of-state 
by Faimon Publications LLC, 

527 Market St., Osage City, KS 
66523-0266. Periodicals post-
age paid at Osage City, KS
POSTMASTER: Send ad-

dress changes to THE OSAGE 
COUNTY HERALD-CHRON-
ICLE, 527 Market, Osage City, 

KS 66523-0266.

County
Continued from 1

working with the treasur-
er’s office to reconcile ac-
counts, clear past vendor 
balances, and prepare for 
the November property 
tax abstract and 2024 tax 
roll balancing.

Smith said she contin-
ues to address differenc-
es between the bank and 
accounts payable systems 
and has created a “sus-
pense” fund to isolate 
unresolved discrepancies 
pending auditor review. 
She requested that Osage 
County Treasurer Becky 
Holmberg receive im-
mediate bank access to 
streamline daily deposits 
and reconciliation.

Commissioners in-
formed Smith that BT 
& Co. would coordinate 
closely with her office, 
the treasurer, and clerk 
to prioritize catch-up ac-
counting tasks.

Commissioners dis-
cussed creating stan-
dardized voucher forms 
for bill payments and 
reviewing whether the 
CIC software can support 
digital voucher entry and 
receipt uploads. Depart-
ments will eventually be 
trained to enter invoices 
directly into the system, 
reducing paper forms 
and redundant scanning. 
Ney said BT & Co. may 
assist in developing and 

training staff on a mod-
ernized process.

The board also dis-
cussed Paycor’s imple-
mentation timeline for 
biweekly payroll, em-
phasizing the need for 
consistent processing 
and review deadlines. 
Commissioners agreed 
the county should ap-
prove payroll on Tues-
days, allowing time for 
department submissions 
and verification before 
paychecks are issued 
Friday. The exact calen-
dar and transition pay 
cycle will be finalized in 
coordination with Paycor 
representatives.

Fran Deters, General 
Public Transportation, 
presented the an-
nual KDOT Section 5311 
match letter. Commis-
sioners approved a 
$145,000 local commit-
ment to support rural 
transit operations, noting 
the program reimburses 
roughly half of monthly 
costs based on detailed 
ridership and trip re-
ports.

Engineer Ben Kramer 
updated the Melvern 
wastewater treatment 
facility project. The col-
lection system phase is 
complete, with a one-
year follow-up planned. 
A KDHE loan facilitated 
a $313,555 reduction to 
the treatment-phase con-
tract via change orders 
that removed biosolids 
removal, adjusted dykes, 

and reconfigured piping. 
Commissioners autho-
rized Kuder to sign the 
agreement with Tri-Star 
Utilities, Change Order 
No. 1, and a stormwater 
Notice of Intent transfer, 
pending legal review. The 
treatment phase allows 
150 days to substantial 
completion and 180 days 
to final, converting opera-
tions to a two-cell lagoon 
system.

Treasurer Holmberg 
received approval of a 
$12,879.75 purchase 
order to print and mail 
tax statements. Personnel 
actions included hiring 
a full time employee at 
$16 per hour effective 
Nov. 3; wage adjustments 
for two other employees 
were approved,  both ef-
fective Nov. 1. Holmberg 
advocated for a county-
wide graded pay scale 
to guide future adjust-
ments.

The commission 
recessed to the Public 
Building Commission to 
approve a $1,750 req-
uisition for guttering at 
a sheriff’s facility. Back 
in regular session, the 
board paid the bill and 
approved a $51,311.60 
purchase order for a 
2026 Dodge Pursuit to 
replace a wrecked unit, 
funded by lake patrol.

Appraiser Michelle 
Rooks reported that 
the state approved an 
extension to Nov. 15 for 
required reports and 

phase deadlines. Former 
appraiser Matt Booker 
will assist through Jan. 
1, 2026. Commissioners 
directed posting an RFP 
for a four-year county 
appraiser contract begin-
ning Jan. 1, 2026, re-
quiring Registered Mass 
Appraiser status and at 
least three years of mass-
appraisal experience. 
Applications are due by 4 
p.m. Friday, Nov. 14, with 
interviews set for 10 a.m. 
Tuesday, Nov. 18.

In other action,  
the commission:
o Approved bills total-

ing $214,524.24 for the 
Oct. 28 session.
o Approved a special 

event permit for Santa 
Fe Trail USD 434 to host 
a fireworks display 
celebrating the football 
team’s successful season.
o Reviewed meeting 

minutes from Aug. 5 and 
Aug. 26, and discussed 
finalizing outstanding 
Public Building Commis-
sion minutes.
o Scheduled a depart-

ment head meeting for 
Nov. 18 to review finan-
cial and IT updates, al-
lowing BT & Co. to report 
progress.
o Agreed to revisit 

the IT services contract, 
monitor the rollout of 
financial consulting ser-
vices, and continue evalu-
ating internal accounting 
controls and department 
workflows.

Wardlow
Continued from 1

area captured Wardlow’s 
vehicle circling the neigh-
borhood several times 
before stopping near 
where Harris’s vehicle 
was parked. Wardlow 
then exited his vehicle, 
walked toward Harris’s 
location, and sent her 
text messages. Immedi-
ately following the texts, 

Wardlow opened fire on 
Harris’s vehicle.

Wardlow fired 17 gun-
shot rounds into Harris’s 
vehicle, causing it to 
crash into an occupied 
residence, nearly killing a 
person inside the home.

Following the homicide, 
Wardlow fled to Carbon-
dale, where he was ap-
prehended by the Osage 
County Sheriff’s Office. 
He was later extradited to 
Arkansas to stand trial.

Pick’em
Continued from 1

Bills, and the same Hous-
ton, Packers, Lions, and 
Colts picks that tripped 
up much of the field.

There was a three-way 
tie for second place, with 
Will Kerns of Osage City 
and Ron Shaffer of Burlin-
game also missing six. 
 
Neu claimed the second-
place prize thanks to her 
tiebreaker guess of 1,110 
total points scored across 
all games. The actual 
total was 1,042, making 
her guess the closest to 
the mark. Kerns guessed 
1,135, while Shaffer went 
with 1,165.

Nearly all contestants 
stumbled on the Houston, 
Packers, Lions, and Colts 
games, proving to be the 
week’s biggest spoilers.

With Week 9 wrapped 

up, the season-long com-
petition now turns to the 
grand prize. The overall 
winner will be announced 
in next week’s edition.


