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NCKL honors continued. At left: Abilene senior Taygen Funston named honorable mention. Center: Chapman senior Avery Baer named honorable mention. At right: Chapman senior Adelynn

Kirkpatrick named honorable mention.

March Madness Results
Men’s NCAA

Howard 86, UMBC 83
Texas 68, NC State 66
Wednesday — Schedule
Prairie View A&M vs. Lehigh

Miami OH vs. SMU
Men’s NIT

Liberty 77, George Mason 71
UNC Wilmington 68, Yale 67
Wichita State 74, Wyoming 70
Oklahoma State 84, Davidson 80
Tulsa 89, Stephen F. Austin 84 OT
Auburn 78, South Alabama 67
UNLV 75, UC Irvine 72

NCAA Men’'s Tournament
Schedule
Thursday - March 19

TCU vs. Ohio State — 11:15 AM — CBS
Troy vs. Nebraska — 11:40 AM — truTV
South Florida vs. Louisville — 12:30 PM — TNT
High Point vs. Wisconsin — 12:50 PM — TBS
Siena vs. Duke — 1:50 PM — CBS
McNeese vs. Vanderbilt — 2:15 PM — truTV
North Dakota State vs. Michigan State — 3:05 PM — TNT
Hawaii vs. Arkansas — 3:25 PM — TBS
VCU vs. North Carolina — 5:30 PM — TNT
TBD vs. Michigan — 6:10 PM — CBS
TBD vs. BYU - 6:25 PM — TBS
Texas A&M vs. St. Mary’s — 6:35 PM — truTV
Penn vs. Illinois — 8:25 PM — TNT
Saint Louis vs. Georgia — 8:45 PM — CBS
Kennesaw State vs. Gonzaga — 9:00 PM — TBS
Idaho vs. Houston — 9:10 PM — truTV

Friday - March 20
Santa Clara vs. Kentucky — 11:15 AM — CBS
Akron vs. Texas Tech — 11:40 AM — truTV
Long Island University vs. Arizona — 12:35 PM — TNT
Wright State vs. Virginia — 12:35 PM — TBS
Tennessee State vs. lowa State — 1:50 PM — CBS
Hofstra vs. Alabama — 2:15 PM — truTV
Utah State vs. Villanova — 3:10 PM — TNT
TBD vs. Tennessee — 3:25 PM — TBS
Iowa vs. Clemson — 5:50 PM — TNT
Northern Iowa vs. St. John’s — 6:10 PM — CBS
UCF vs. UCLA - 6:25 PM — TBS
Queens University vs. Purdue — 6:35 PM — truTV
TBD vs. Florida — 8:25 PM — TNT
California Baptist vs. Kansas — 8:45 PM — CBS
Furman vs. UConn - 9:00 PM — TBS
Missouri vs. Miami — 9:10 PM — truTV

Shockers win round 1

Bill Self takes positive outlook into
NCAAs despite 4-5
record down the stretch

By Gary Bedore
Tribune News Service

Kansas basketball’s 4-5
record in the last nine games
had some college basket-
ball analysts thinking the
Jayhawks would fall from a
No. 4 seed to a 5 in the eyes
of the NCAA Tournament
Selection Committee.

Despite losing all five
of those games by double
figures and winning three by
10 or more in a stretch from
Feb. 14 through Friday, the
Jayhawks (23-10) managed
to secure a 4 seed in the
tourney’s East Regional and
will take on No. 13 seed Cal
Baptist on Friday night in
San Diego with the winner
meeting either St John’s or
Northern Iowa on Sunday
for a spot in the Sweet 16.

“I like our team,” 23rd-
year KU coach Bill Self
said on Sunday. “Are we
on a serious roll that you
could say momentum is
(there), we’re rolling down
the mountain, and we’re just
gaining steam? [ don’t feel
that, but I also know what a
win in the NCAA Tourna-
ment automatically does
for you from a momentum
standpoint and everything.
So I don’t think we’re much
different than anybody else
in the tournament right now,
to be honest.”

In other words, a win over
Cal Baptist and the country’s
No. 5 scorer ( Dominique
Daniels Jr.) could conceiv-
ably be enough to bring
momentum back to KU’s
side as the Jayhawks seek a
long tournament run.

“T actually like our guys
and our guys have played
really well at times, maybe
as well as we’re capable of
playing at times, and then

Tribune News Service

Wichita native T.J. Williams

at other times have really
played the polar opposite in
my opinion,” Self said.

The fact remains that KU
can point to its strength of
schedule — No. 1 in the
country according to Ken
Pomeroy — as something
positive to point to in prepar-
ing for the first weekend of
the NCAAs.

“I will say this, we played
seven games out of 33 that
were teams that were ranked
in the top 5 in the country
at the time when we played
them and that does not
include an Iowa State team
that was like seventh. I don’t
know how many teams go
through a gauntlet like that,”
Self said.

His Jayhawks did indeed
play eight teams ranked in
the top 5 at time of tipoff.

KU went 3-5 in those con-
tests.

KU played the top-2
seeded teams in the East
Regional in the regular
season, falling to No. 1 seed
Duke 78-66 on Nov. 18 at
the Champions Classic in
New York and to No. 2 seed
UConn 61-56 on Dec. 2 at
Allen Fieldhouse. KU also
played the No. 6 seeded
team in the East an exhibi-
tion. The Jayhawks downed
Louisville 90-82 way back
on Oct. 24 in Kentucky.

“There are different phi-
losophies,” Self said. “One
is that type of gauntlet can
wear a team down, but it
prepares you. And there’s the
other school for thought that
your team should be fresher
if you didn’t have to play the
gauntlet.

“I want to choose we’ll
be more prepared, and our
team will be fresh, but it’s a
hard league,” Self said of the
Big 12. “The team that we
played the other day (Hous-
ton, which beat KU 69-47
Friday in the Big 12 semis)
played great, and we played
... gosh, what did we miss,
20 shots in a row? Seventeen
in a row? It’s hard to look
very efficient offensively
when you do that of course.
A lot of it was poor shots
and bad offense. But give
Houston credit,” Self stated.
“Houston, Arizona, Iowa
State, ( Texas) Tech and you
saw BYU finished 9-9 in the
league and they’re still a 6
seed. So that that tells you
there’s certainly respect for
our league.”

By beating TCU (78-73) in
the Big 12 quarterfinals on
Thursday, but then losing to
Houston Friday, KU was idle
Saturday and did get an extra
day’s rest for the NCAAs
rather than play an intense
Big 12 title game.

“The fact that we didn’t
win, even though it was a
decisive loss — you always
want to play better — but
if you’re going to be a Pol-
lyanna type guy, which I
always am, [ actually think
the extra day was good for
us, especially for one player
more than anybody else,”
Self said, noting that he gave
ironman Melvin Council Jr.
the day off Sunday whereas
the rest of the team prac-
ticed.

As far as the team’s mood
entering the NCAAs ... “I
think they’re excited,” Self
said.
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came off the bench for the
Wichita State Shockers to
turn in a stellar performance
and power the Shockers past
Wyoming 74-70 Tuesday
night in Wichita.

Williams was everywhere
when the game demanded it
most, piling up a game-high
17 points and 14 rebounds in
just 18 minutes, delivering a
workmanlike double-double
that changed the game and,
ultimately, saved the Shock-
ers.

The victory send the Shock-
ers into the second round
of the NIT, where they will
travel and play the Oklahoma
State Cowboys either Satur-
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