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Ready to

Grill?

We sell Blackstone accessories!

2611 W. Hwy. 50 • Emporia 

(620) 342-5502 • 800-800-7505 
M-F 7 am-7 pm • Sat 7 am-5:30 pm • www.bluestemfarmandranch.com

Subscriptions $78.00 per year

Entered as second class matter, October 27, 1910 

at the post office at Madison, Kansas

Under the act of March 8, 1870.

Periodicals postage paid at 

Emporia, Kansas
Published Weekly by the White Corporation

Postmaster: send address  
changes to: 

The Emporia Gazette
(USPS 175-800)

Drawer C
Emporia, Kansas 66801

Telephone 620-342-4800
Fax: (620) 342-8108

email: info@madisonkansas.com 

Look for us on Facebook!

SERVICE  
DIRECTORY

Wagner
Automotive

General Service

1010 SW Boulevard

620-437-2530

“WAGS”

♦ Complete Auto Repair

♦ Computer Diagnostics

♦ Certifi ed Air Conditioning
Repair

♦ R12 & 134A Air Conditioning
Systems

Cliff Randall Schankie, Owners

Office: 620-437-2595

Mobile: 620-437-6186
*Custom Grazing

Schankie Well Service, Inc

1210 SW Blvd

620-340-9534
Greg Davis

Your Local Feed Dealer

ADM Feed Line

MoorMan’s ShowTec

Midland Seed

Pet Food

Bird Seed

Bulk Cubes

RanchLand
Feed, LLC FCS Mfg

Inc.

3430 EE Road
Gridley, Kansas 66852

Jay Luthi • 620-427-4200

BELT STORAGE

21 units

437-2392

John & Margie Belt

Cheever Well 
Service, Inc.

1016 SW Blvd.
Madison, Ks 

Phone: 620-437-2296 

Mobile: 620-437-7296

• Rod & Tubing Service 
   and Clean Out 
• Fully Insured

TITLE SERVICES

HEALTH SERVICES

STORAGE

OIL FIELD SERVICES

MISCELLANEOUS  

SERVICES

FARM SERVICES

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

487-7979

487-7980

mail@gwocountytitle.comM-F 9 to 5:30pm/Sat 9 to 1

1400 W. 12th Ave. Emporia

620-342-1242

Graveside Service  
with Military Honors

In Memory of 

James Dale  
DeWitt, Jr.

Saturday, August 29, 2026 

11:00 am 

Blakely Cemetery 

Madison, Kansas

IN THE DISTRICT COURT
OF GREENWOOD COUNTY,
KANSAS
In the Matter of the Estate of
SHARON KAY PLATT,
Deceased.
Case No. GW2026-PR-000021
(Petition pursuant to K.S.A.
Chapter 59)
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

THE STATE OF KANSAS TO 
ALL PERSONS CONCERNED:
You are notified that on July 17, 
2026, a Petition for Issuance of 
Letters of Administration was filed 
in this Court by Kyle A. Platt, heir 
of Sharon Kay Platt," deceased, re-
questing Letters Testamentary be 
issued to Kyle A. Platt.
All creditors are notified to exhib-
it their demands against the Estate 
within the latter of four months 
from the date of the first publication 
of this notice, as provided by law, 
and if the identify of the creditor is 
known or reasonably ascertainable, 
30 days after actual notice was giv-
en as provided by law, and if their 
demands are not thus exhibited, 
they shall be forever barred. 
Kyle A. Platt
Paul E. Dean, #18395
Putnam & Dean LLC
605 Lincoln, P.O. Box 1135
Emporia, KS 66801
(620) 342-2662
Fax (620) 343-7233
pauldean@pauldeanlawllc.com
Attorney for Petitioner

First published in The Madison News 
July 31, 2026

L E G A L S

BY BOB ROBISON, PASTOR

First Christian Church

Nicodemus was a man 

who didn’t just blindly follow 

the crowd. Not even the most 

powerful crowd in his place 

and time. This was a man who 

dared to think for himself.

Position and power were 

integral parts of Nicode-

mus’ life. He was a Phari-

see, an expert in the lawsof 

the land, and the Law of 

God. And he was a member 

of the Sanhedrin which was 

akin to our Supreme Court. 

But Nicodemus didn’t sim-

ply “stay in step” with 

these people of high places. 

He dared to listen, tothink, 

to ask questions, and learn.

And then came Jesus. 

Jesus of Nazareth. A man 

of no fame or position. The 

son of a carpenter. And 

now an itinerant teacher. 

This Man traveled through 

the country, teaching, per-

forming miracles, inter-

acting with the lowly, the 

unclean, the sinner. But 

He became the ‘talk of the 

town’ wherever Hewen’t 

even though He told peo-

ple not to tell anyone about 

the amazing things He  had 

done and was doing.

The blind could see and 

the lame could walk. The 

deaf could hear and the pal-

sied limbs were restored. 

The sick were healed, de-

mons were cast out, and 

some, though death had 

claimed them, lived again. 

At least that’s what people 

were saying.

The Pharisees didn’t 

want to hear it. This was a 

threat to their ‘status quo’. 

They were trying to find 

away to get rid of this man 

Jesus. Permanently. But 

Nicodemus went to see 

Him. “Rabbi,” he said, “we 

know that you are a teacher 

come from God; for no one 

can do these signs that you 

do, unless God is with him” 

(John 3:2). But he went in 

the darkness of night so that 

he wouldn’t be seen by oth-

ers of thePharisees. Still, he 

went. He went because  he 

dared to think for himself.

It’s easy to follow the 

crowd. Easy to go with the 

flow. Easy to let someone 

else do the thinking. But it 

isn’t wise. There are those 

that are always striving to 

lead others astray; striving 

to lead them (us!) down the 

‘primrose path’ to embrace 

their views and their ways 

of thinking. The freedom to 

think for oneself isn’t wel-

come here. Listen and fall in 

line is the name of the game!

Jesus responded to 

Nicodemus with some 

challenging things, one of 

which was the need to be 

“born anew” if one wants 

to experience the kingdom 

of God (John 3:3). This, of 

course, refers to the trans-

forming work of the Holy 

Spirit within those who 

accept Jesus Christ as their 

Lord and Savior. Talk about 

change! Here one recog-

nizes the true Source of 

life and wisdom and turns 

away from the cacopho-

ny of the crowd. Here one 

dares to think for herself or 

himself.

Read a book that pricked 

your conscience or chal-

lenged your faith? Preach-

er said something that 

challenged where or what 

you are? Dare to think it 

through rather than tossing 

it aside. Pray about it. Listen 

to the Lord. Seek the truth. 

And realize it is here, as it 

was for Nicodemus, that 

we begin to experience the 

growth that leads us ever 

closer to the One Who went 

to the cross for each of us.

I n  This  Corner

“Dare to Think for Yourself”

Superintendent Dal-

las Woolf recognized the 

custodians for making the 

buildings look great and the 

township for mowing along 

the roads and grading.

Amanda Schild recog-

nized Olivia Adams for all 

of her help with enrollment 

and Mason Martin for help-

ing troubleshoot wiring at 

the elementary school.

Jannette Luthi made a 

motion to accept the Safe 

and Secure schools grant. 

Shane Watts seconded the 

motion. Motion carried. 5 

yes, 0 no.

Jannette Luthi made a 

motion to approve the Ele-

mentary Student Handbook 

as presented for the 2026-

2027 school year. Shane 

Watts seconded the motion. 

Motion carried. 5 yes, 0 no. 

Ty Gaines made a motion to 

approve the Jr/Sr High Stu-

dent Handbook as present-

ed for the 2026-2027 school 

year. Shane Watts seconded 

the motion. Motion carried. 

5 yes, 0 no. Ty Gaines made 

a motion to approve the 

USD 386 Staff Handbook 

as presented for the 2026-

2027 school year. Shane 

Watts seconded the motion. 

Motion carried. 5 yes, 0 no. 

Ty Gaines made a motion 

to set the RNR hearing for 

September 14, 2026, at 5:30 

p.m., with the Budget hear-

ing to follow at 5:45. Amy 

Hind seconded the motion. 

Motion carried. 5 yes, 0 no.

Amy Hind made a mo-

tion to select Shane Watts 

and Jannette Luthi to serve 

on the 2026-2027 Negotia-

tions committee. Ty Gaines 

seconded the motion. Mo-

tion carried. 5 yes, 0 no.

Ty Gaines made a motion 

to select Amy Hind to serve 

as the 2026-2027 KASB Del-

egate to represent USD 386. 

Shane Watts seconded the 

motion. Motion carried. 5 

yes, 0 no.

Amy Hind made a mo-

tion to approve the USD 386 

Facilities Usage Agreement 

as presented. Ty Gaines sec-

onded the motion. Motion 

carried. 5 yes, 0 no.

Information items dis-

cussed were DCS/Survey 

results, sewer lines, Ele-

mentary cooler, scoreboard, 

District Needs Assessment, 

and FFA Agreement.

Principal Amanda Schild 

gave an update on MES 

maintenance projects.

Superintendent Woolf 

gave updates on the begin-

ning of the school year Jr/

Sr High Open House and 

Coaches/Parent meetings.

Amy Hind made a mo-

tion to go into executive 

session with Board and 

Administration for 5 min-

utes to discuss personnel 

matters according to the 

non-elected personnel ex-

ception under KOMA, to 

discuss an individual em-

ployee’s performance, with 

the open meeting to resume 

at 7:45. Shane Watts sec-

onded the motion. Motion 

carried. 5 yes, 0 no.

Ty Gaines made a mo-

tion to approve Lucie Celte 

as PreK-3 Aide for the 26-27 

school year. Jannette Luthi 

seconded the motion. Mo-

tion carried. 5 yes, 0 no.

Amy Hind made a motion 

to go into executive session 

for 20 minutes with the 

Board and Superintendent 

to discuss negotiations, re-

garding the teacher contract 

pursuant to negotiations ex-

ception under KOMA, with 

the open meeting to resume 

at 8:08 in the meeting room. 

Shane Watts seconded the 

motion. Motion carried. 5 

yes, 0 no.

Amy Hind made a motion 

to go back into executive ses-

sion for 20 minutes with the 

Board and Superintendent 

to discuss negotiations, re-

garding the teacher contract 

pursuant to negotiations ex-

ception under KOMA, with 

the open meeting to resume 

at 8:34 in the meeting room. 

Ty Gaines seconded the mo-

tion. Motion carried. 5 yes, 

0 no.

Jennifer Watts made a 

motion to go back into exec-

utive session for 10 minutes 

with the Board and Superin-

tendent to discuss negotia-

tions, regarding the teacher 

contract pursuant to nego-

tiations exception under 

KOMA, with the open meet-

ing to resume at 8:50 in the 

meeting room. Ty Gaines 

seconded the motion. Mo-

tion carried. 5 yes, 0 no. No 

action was taken on the final 

three executive sessions..

Jannette Luthi made a 

motion to adjourn. Shane 

Watts seconded the motion. 

Motion carried. 5 yes, 0 no. 

The meeting was adjourned 

at 9:02 p.m.
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