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Thank You for Reading the Blade-Empire & 
The Miltonvale Area News! Stop By Anytime

Looking Back

Puzzle Answers on Page 13

Crossword

Here’s How It Works:  
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down 

into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 
must fill each row, column and box. Each number can appear only 
once in each row, column and box. You can figure out the order 
in which the numbers will appear by using the numeric clues 
already provided in the boxes. The more numbers you name, the 
easier it gets to solve the puzzle!
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Chamber Corner
Please join us on March 17, 2026, from 8:00 a.m. to 

9:00 a.m at The Concordia Chamber of Commerce, 207 
W. 6th Street, for our weekly Chamber Coffee.

If you are interested in becoming a Chamber Mem-
ber or being a Chamber Coffee Sponsor, please contact 
Annie Bergmann at 785-243-4290 or email info@
concordiakansaschamber.com.

Join us for coffee and donuts: Donuts provided by 
Me and Ma’s Bakery. Keep up to date on all the events 
and activities happening in Concordia and the sur-
rounding area.

Our Coffee sponsor for March 17, 2026, is The Con-
cordia Senior Center.

The Concordia Senior Center was formed in April 
of 1977, as the “Concordia Community Senior Citizens 
Recreation Center.” At that time, it was located at 121 
West 6th Street in downtown Concordia. A building 
was later purchased at 109 West 7th Street and is the 
current location of the Center. The name was changed 
to the “Concordia Senior Center” in 2016.

The Concordia Senior Center was organized to serve 
those 60 years of age and over but has also served 
the community at large over the years. For example, 
the public transportation operation, currently run by 
OCCK, was run out of the Center for several years. The 
Concordia Center had operated a Meals on Wheels 
program in conjunction with the North Central Flint 
Hills Area Agency on Aging until January of 2024. The 
Center now operates the program independently and 
has done so since May of 2024.

The kitchen has a complete makeover with new 
equipment such as sinks, a dishwasher, freezers, a large 
mixer, a small oven, dishes, utensils and more. This 
would not have been possible without generous dona-
tions from the community. The Center itself has also 
had a facelift with new paint, new flooring, and a new 
parking area behind the building to better accommo-
date the volunteer drivers for Meals on Wheels.

Some of the activities at the Center include a pool 
table, exercise program for seniors, card games, coffee 
club, jigsaw puzzles and bingo, in addition to in-house 
dining five days per week.

Upcoming Chamber Events:
March 24- 8:00 a.m. April 6 Eggstravaganza -Col-

oring Contest PreK-through adult (7 age groups). 
Find the sheets on our Facebook page, https://www.
facebook.com/concordiakschamber/. They will be sent 
home with the elementary students on March 20th.

Eggstravaganza Plastic Egg Hunt- 40 businesses 
will have 5 plastic eggs each with entry cards for a $50 
Chamber Buck drawing. Some eggs will have coupons 
for Chamber Bucks, which can be redeemed at the 
Chamber by April 15th, at 207 W. 6th Street, 

Drop off coloring pages and entry forms (from the 
eggs) by 8:00 a.m., April 6th.

Drawing for Coloring contest (7 age groups) and $50 
Chamber Bucks will be at noon April 6th.

75 YEARS AGO
March 12, 1951
Lincoln PTA unit will hold its March meeting tonight 

at the school building at 7:30. Mrs. LeRoy Breault will 
lead devotions, and the program will consist of two 
films, “Safety at Home” and “Safety at School.” Election 
of officers will be held. . .High school PTA meeting will 
be held at the high school. There will be an exhibition 
by the girls of the physical education department. The 
public is invited. . . On Friday night, at the home of Mr. 
and Mrs. V. L. Huber, there was a surprise birthday 
party for Mr. Huber. The party was arranged by Mrs. 
Huber and the children, Arvilla, Frank, Vera, Marilyn, 
Walter, Jim and Bob. The guests were Mr. and Mrs. 
Charles Kutz, Mr. and Mrs. Harold Huber, Mr. and 
Mrs. Lee Vanek, Karen Vanek, Mr. and Mrs. M. L. Van 
Laningham, Max and Sandra Van Laningham, Mr. Bob 
Wagor and Mr. Ted Hanson. . . 

50 YEARS AGO
March 12, 1976
Marianne Fischer entertained members of Coterie 

Thursday evening. Susan Retter, Sherry Myers and Ge-
nie Ruzicka were guests of the club. The high prizes at 
bridge went to Phyllis Kreighbaum and Genie Ruzicka. 
Phyllis Kreighbaum will be the hostess on March 18. . . 
M. Sgt. Benny Ray has retired from the U.S. Air Force 
after 20 years of military service. He is the son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Loris Ray of Miltonvale. He and Mrs. Ray, the 
former Joyce Trussell of Concordia, are now living in 
Haysville, KS. . . Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Cote of Clifton 
announce the birth of a daughter, Angela Dawn, on Fri-
day, March 12; the baby is a granddaughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Flanary of Clifton and Mr. and Mrs. Alcid Cote 
of Redlands, California, and a great-granddaughter of 
Mrs. Laura Dallen of Miltonvale and Mrs. Blanche Cote 
of Concordia.

25 YEARS AGO
March 12, 2001
Matt and Randi Craig, Concordia, announce the 

birth of their daughter, Caitlin Michelle, born Feb. 1, at 
Republic County Hospital in Belleville. Grandparents 
are Jeff and Becky Huber, Pam and Lowell Moon and 
Tom Snyder, all of Concordia. Great-grandparents are 
Lawrence Schleuder, Phyllis Moon, Norman Sicard and 
Harriett Huber, all of Concordia. . .Two area residents 
have received $125 spring semester scholarships from 
Alstom Power Inc. Air Preheater Co. They are Dawn 
Blazek, who plans to pursue a degree in accounting, 
and Leslie Vylacil, who is majoring in Veterinary Tech-
nology. . . Alan Maish, Jamestown, recently met with 
Congressman Jerry Moran in Washington, D.C. Maish 
was in Washington, D.C. with the Kansas Farm Bureau.

The Dane G. Hansen Foundation of Logan, Kansas, 
has named 229 high school seniors from 47 Northwest 
Kansas schools as winners in its 51st annual scholarship 
competition. 

 In selecting award winners, the Scholarship Com-
mittee considered proficiency in verbal and writing 
skills. Other important factors are academic records, 
test scores, and community service in which the student 
may have participated.

 Seven students have won Hansen Leader of Tomor-
row scholarships. These awards are for $10,000 and 
may be renewable for three additional years. Renewal 
of scholarships is based upon continued regard for the 
principles which guided the success of the late Dane G. 
Hansen, a 3.00 or better GPA at the college level and a 
progress update describing progress towards education-
al goals.

 A local student awarded a $10,000 scholarship this 
year is Raelynn Moore, Clifton-Clyde H.S.                                

 The Foundation offered seventy scholarships for 
Hansen Student winners. These awards are for $4,000 
and may be renewed for one additional year provided 
the student has maintained a satisfactory academic 
record. 

A local student awarded a $4,000 scholarship this 
year is Mya Bauer, Concordia H.S.                                              

For students interested in seeking competence 
through career and technical education in one of the 
pre-approved schools in Northwest Kansas, the Foun-
dation offered the following scholarships. These awards 
are for $4,000 and may be renewed for one additional 
year provided the student has maintained a satisfactory 
academic record.

Local winners of the Career and Technical Education 
scholarships locally are:

Jordi Fahey, Clifton-Clyde H.S
Luke Nobert, Clifton-Clyde H.S.
Ethan Sacco, Clifton-Clyde H.S.
Aidan Warkentin, Clifton-Clyde H.S.
Lindsey Berk, Concordia H.S.

Hansen scholars 
announced

Setting the date of a public hearing for the condem-
nation of three structures in Concordia were the main 
action items at a brief city commission meeting on 
Wednesday, April 4.

Commissioners unanimously approved a public 
hearing date of April 29, 2026, at 5:30 p.m. in the city 
commission room, to begin the condemnation process 
for structures at 311 W. 2nd Street, 321 E. 12th Street, 
and 424 E. 1st St.

With no further items on the agenda, the meeting 
adjourned at 5:45 p.m.

City commission 
sets public hearing

The City of Concordia (Sponsor) is hereby soliciting Statements 
of Proposals from licensed certified arborists who are bonded 
and is a part of the Kansas Arborist Association and/or 
International Society of Arboriculture credentialed arborist to 
plant and prune trees. Subject to the receipt of the Community 
IRA Grant the project will include the following: 

1. The planting of 24 downtown trees. 
2. The pruning of 6 trees located at the (3) Broadway Plaza 
and (3) 5th Street downtown parking lot. 
3. The planting of 24 trees designated by the City at other 
various locations around Concordia. 

The full language of the RFP can be found at www.concordiaks.org 
Interested arborists may contact Amy Lange, City Manager, 
City of Concordia, at citymanager@concordiaks.org or (785) 
243-2670 to request consideration for this project. All statements 
must be received by 4:00 p.m. on March 26, 2026. 

NOTICE TO CERTIFIED ARBORISTS

Cloud County Commodities distribution is sched-
uled for Every 2 Months from 11:15 a.m. to 12:15 
p.m. on the Third Wednesday of the Month, at 
the First United Methodist Church, 740 W. 11th Street, 
Concordia, Kansas. 785-243-4560.

To be eligible your household’s total monthly income 
must be below • 1 person, $2,322 • 2 people, $3,152 • 3 
people, $3,981, • 4 people, $4,810. For each additional 
family member add $830.

Scheduled date: MARCH 18, 2026.

COMMODITIES DISTRIBUTION

NAZARETH MOTHERHOUSE
1300 WASHINGTON STREET - CONCORDIA

Annual Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser
March 15, 2026  11a.m. - 1 p.m.
Spaghetti Dinner, Bake Sale, Raffle and Silent Auc-

tion


