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REMINISCING

(from the files of the
Council Grove Republican)

1976
Joe McClure, Alta Vista, is Repub-
lican nominee for County Commis-
sioner, 1st District, in Wabaunsee
County...Council Grove National
Guardsmen leave for Fort McCoy,
WI, for summer camp training;
among the men are Charles Downes,
Newell Julian, George Young, Allen
Thomas, Norman Willis, Delford
Winter, Robert Ziegenhirt, Rex Lee,

Timothy Marlar and Keith Yadon.

1986
Champion horse in open division
at Morris County Fair is owned by
Dean and Donna Parker; Tyson Bu-
chman shows the reserve champi-
on...Jennie Buchman, Busy Work-
ers 4-H Club, is champion horse
showman during 4-H horse show at
Fairgrounds Park; Tyson Buchman,
Busy Workers, is reserve champion
showman...Charlene McRae defeats
Raymond Ross for County Commis-
sioner, 1st District, Democratic nom-
ination...Mr. and Mrs. Jack Umbehr,
Alma, parents of son, Kelby Shawn.

996

Shane Miller and Aimee Miller
issued marriage license...Wayne
Smith, head basketball coach at
CGHS, to be recognized by Kansas
Basketball Coaches Association for
15 years of service...Edna Ziegler to
celebrate her 98th birthday at Mead-
owbrook Manor.

2006

Andrew Lautt, Cale Miller, Keith
Williams and Travis graham receive
Morris County 4-H Foundation
scholarships...Mary Collins and
Ken England, teachers at CGES,
complete agriculture in classroom
course.

2016

Marvin Tischhauser will be the
speaker for the Santa Fe Trail Parish
worship service at Council Grove
Reservoir...City Council approves
a 2017 budget that will require a
tax increase of 3.996 mills; the esti-
mated tax levy will be 64.217 mills,
compared to 60.221 mills this year
and 60.219 mills in 2015.

CHASE COLINTY

CITY OF COTTONWOOD FALLS

The regular meeting of the City of
Cottonwood Falls was called to or-
der at 6:00 pm, July 20, 2026 in the
Municipal Meeting Room. Those
present at the meeting were Mayor
Buddy Sisson, Council Members:
Mike Hastings, Greg Campbell,
Ryan Spinden, Nick Rogers, and
Grant Edwards. Scott Gumfory, Util-
ities Supervisor, and Tina Andrews,
City Clerk.

Agenda Approval: Mike Hastings
motioned to approve the agenda,
seconded by Nick Rogers, passed
unanimously.

Minutes Approval: Nick Rogers
motioned to approve the minute
from the previous minutes, seconded
by Mike Hastings, motion carried.

Guests: Lisa Vega- Murfin Media,
presented two advertising packag-
es for 4-H / Chase County Fair —
Proudly Supporting ($240) & Back
to School Safety Ads ($180). Nick
Rogers motioned to accept the two
advertising packages, seconded by
Ryan Spinden, motion carried.

Aron Dody, USD 284, talked
about the new fittings for the water
diversion on the down spouts on
the school building to hinder the
erosion issue. Aron had pictures of
some issues of the drainage at the
“old Symphony” building that was
donated. He explained the options
for the water drainage solution, the
most cost-effective, elevation is-
sues, and improving the look of the
lot. They will be installing a drive-
way, and they will be able to see the
pitch of the slope and proceed from
there. Nick had a concern about the
property next to their building with
flooding issues. Aron explained they
would be installing new guttering
and downspouts on the building to
help solve some of the issues with
rainwater and installing two new
French drains. Aron will be return-
ing with bids and reviewing them
with the council; and discussing the
cost-sharing figures on the project.

Bruce Boettcher, Civil Engineer,
BG Consultants, presented a Meeting
Agenda on projects for the city. He
had visited with Mayor Sisson about
some future projects. He explained
the list of projects from Waterline
Replacement, Wastewater Lagoon
Rehabilitation, Friend Street Storm
Sewer Improvements, Downtown
Storm Sewer Improvements Local-
ize Large Basin Improvements, and
Low Water Dam Improvements. He
discussed the funding options from
state agencies. He proceeded to ex-
plain the applications, deadlines, and
submittals reports, i.e., Preliminary

LEGALS

00021
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Morris County Road & Bridge
Department
501 W. Main, Suite 9
Council Grove, KS 66846-1791
Separate sealed Bids for the construc-
tion of OS-5 & OS-58 Bridge Replace-
ments Morris County, Kansas will be
received by the Morris County Clerk’s
Office at 501 W. Main Street, Suite 9,
Council Grove, Kansas until 1:00 p.m.
on September 15,2026, then will be read
aloud at the Morris County Commission
Meeting at 1:15 p.m.

Copies of the CONTRACT DOCU-
MENTS will be available by August 6,
2026, and may be examined at Kaw Val-
ley Engineering, Inc., 2319 N. Jackson
St., Junction City, Kansas 66441 and,
upon payment of $50.00 non-refundable
(paper) or free by email for each set, ob-
tained at Kaw Valley Engineering, Inc.,
2319 N. Jackson St., Junction City, Kan-
sas 66441

Phone: 785-762-5040

Email: Thede@kveng.com

The OWNER reserves the right to re-
ject any and all bids, and to waive any
formalities in any bid.

(Published in the Council Grove Re-
publican August 6, 2026)

Engineering Reports (PER) & En-
gineer’s Opinion of Probable Costs
(EOPC). The specific applications
and matching funding by the city. He
explained the timeline on the proj-
ects and the procedure of funding
through grants and loans. Mayor Sis-
son explained he has been discuss-
ing grant funding with Crystal Hin-
nen, CDBG, new measures on the
grant funding will be online on July
23rd. Bruce believed that a new sur-
vey must be conducted beforehand.
More information will be available
after that. Governmental funding re-
quest requires engineering reports to
proceed in applying for grants. The
grant funding deadline dates and
programs have various dates. Mayor
Sisson & Scott Gumfory mentioned
there is a deadline date of Decem-
ber 1, 2026, for the lagoon project.
Bruce requested to review the doc-
umentation from KDHE. He will
contact them on this project and try
to extend the deadline. He explained
that more information will be re-
quired for the lagoon project which
will include adding items to the list
to be qualified for the grant. Bruce
will contact KDHE and return with
the information.

MAYOR REPORT: Janis Meyer
sent the proposal for the 2027 bud-
get to the city council for review.
Proposed budget on table. Capital
Improvement email sent to Tina was
discussed. No action taken.

OTHER BUSINESS:

Conrad — 301 Sycamore Street
— Branch removal over his house.
Scott will review the situation and
report back at the next meeting.

Ordinance No. 962: Water Service
- It was discussed to have new policy
with information for a Utility Secu-
rity Deposit and explanation of fees,
deadlines, and rates. Tina will pre-
pare a policy for the next meeting. A
separate income account will need to
be created to record the deposits for
the Utility Security Deposit funds.

CITY CLERK:

The 250th Anniversary T-shirts
will be available to purchase through
the city office; all T-shirts must be
paid for in advance before their or-
der is placed. Council approved, sep-
arate income fund will be created.

Visa Gift Cards & thank you cards
given to Mayor Sisson.

New City Seals were ordered; they
were unreadable.

Mayor Sisson mentioned to Tina
that the city should publish a thank
you to the community & donors in

CLASSIFIEDS

FOR SALE

NOTICES

COLORADO PEACHES available
in Council Grove on August 8
9:00-11:00 in the courthouse
parking lot. Also available in
White City the 8th after 9:00 at 783
S 2100 Road. Need to pre-order for
pick up at White City by calling
Nellie Hultgren at 785-349-2334.
Price $48.00. 121-1¢c

HELP WANTED

MORRIS COUNTY Treasurers
office is accepting applications for
a fulltime office clerk. Job

>

UTOMOTIVE

THOMSON BRAKE & Alignment,
2104 West 6th Ave., Emporia. 620-
342-3823.

FOR RENT

STARTING AUGUST 14, the Mor-
ris County treasurer’s office
will not be issuing driver's li-
censes or identification cards until
further notice due to staffing limi-
tations. We apologize for the in-
convenience and appreciate your
patience and understanding as we
work to restore these services. Up-
dates will be provided as soon as
service resumes. 123-5¢

SERVICES

RICHMEIER BROTHERS Roof-
ing, 620-767-4100. tfc

DUMPSTER RENTALS Flint Hills
620-767-3652. tfc

SEPTIC TANK PUMPING. 620-
767-4101. tfc

PORTA-POTTIE RENTALS. 620-
767-4101. tfc

WYATT REMODELING Handy-
man Services. 785-317-1181. tfc

VETERANS CRISIS Line — 988,
press 1. Confidential chat at
VeteransCrisisLine.net or text to
838255. Call us if you experience
any warning signs of suicide.

MISC.

REACH MORE than 1 million
potential employees through the
classifieds. Advertise in 140+
newspapers statewide. Only $300/
25 words. Contact the Council
Grove Republican, 620-767-5123.

SAVE OVER $2000!!! 2x2 Display
Ad Network, Advertise in 140+
Newspapers Across Kansas for
$800. Contact the Council Grove
Republican, 620-767-5123.

"The 36-Hour Day” Support Group
meets 1-2 p.m. on Thursdays at
the Morris County Hospital
Chapel. It is free, safe, confiden-
tial and open to anyone caring for
a friend or loved one with demen-
tia. For info, call Jan at 303-775-
5901 or Liz at 785-466-1590.

ARE YOU Concerned about some-
one else’ s drinking? Al- Anon can
help! 785-561-0157.

MORRIS COUNTY  CRIME-
STOPPERS. (620)767-7777.

STORAGE PLUS - Secure storage
for boats, RV, household goods.
620-767-6540. 101-tfc

PACKING BOXES - Free at the
Republican office.

DO YOU think you have a drinking
problem? Call Alcoholics Anony-
mous, 620-767-8138 or 785-561-
0157.

THINK YOU have a drug problem?
Call Narcotics Anonymous, 620-
767-8138.

CLASSIFIEDS - Call 620-767-
5123 before 9 AM to be on time!

the paper.

Complaint about the foul odor
from the cats around his building,
grass & parking lot, and vehicles.
The council asked to meet with the
people who care for the cats to at-
tend a council meeting to try to re-
solve the issue.

Ordinance No. 981 — Grass Clip-
pings & Debris on city streets. Mike
Hastings has mentioned that there
has been a lot of debris and grass
clippings, other council members
agreed. It was decided to have a re-
minder listed on this month’s utili-
ty bills on Ordinance No. 981. JAC
Agreement (as an example) to re-
view for the council on table with
plans.

UTILITIES REPORT:

They have been working on the
rock edging for the playground, they
are short about 30 feet. He has or-
dered more with Passmore. ** Post-
ed pics on website.

The quote for cutting the tree down
at the library is $400, and the city
would haul it away.

Scott asked for a concrete ham-
mer drill to use for projects. Council
agreed to have him purchase one.

Staff Policy & Relations:

Street Alleys & Properties: Mike
Hastings has a concern about possi-
ble new construction in a residential
zone. He discussed that a shop (light
industrial) may be built. The city
council must approve any plans or
zoning changes.

Tina received a phone call from a
person wanting to sell their house &
garage (driveway) separately. She
was told to create a map of the prop-
erty with measurements, reason for
the separation of the lot, and it must
be approved by the council.

Economics, Tax & Finance:

Parks & Recreation: Nick inves-

tigated some new benches for the
parks. Measurements will be needed
for the base and benches to be made
of composite material. The concrete
pads dimensions are needed. Discus-
sion on the method of attachment of
benches.

Sidewalks: Mayor Sisson spoke to
Brandan Schlup on an itemized list
for the sidewalks. Grant funding will
be needed.

Grant Edwards explained to the
council about a new type of cross
walk sign — with blinking LED lights
that might work for the city.

Economics, Taxation & Finance:

Community Relations: Discussion
on the planters & watering. * Side
note: Tina emailed Laci Jacques she

shas agreed to plant in the spring &
decorate in the fall/winter months,
per email (will donate her time). She
is unable to water planters. The city
will be responsible for the watering.

Capital Improvements: APPROV-
AL OF: Payroll, Taxes, EFT’s, and
Bills: Mike Hastings presented the
bill payment checks, voided checks,
EFT’s, QuickBooks payroll figures,
and overtime.

Federal, Medicare & Social Se-
curity, and State Withholdings,
KPERS. Mike Hastings motioned to
approve, seconded by Nick Rogers.
Motion passed unanimously.

Motion to adjourn by Mike Hast-
ings, second by Nick Rogers, motion
carried: Time 7:51 pm.

NOTICE OF REVENUE NEUTRAL RATE HEARING AND BUDGET HEARING
The governing body of
Chase County Recreation
will meet on September 9, 2026 at 6:00 PM at 219 Broadway for the purpose of
hearing and answering objections of taxpayers relating to the proposed use of funds.
Detailed budget information is available at USD #284 Board Office and will be available at this meeting.

SUPPORTING COUNTIES
Chase (home county) Chase, Lyon, Morris, Marion

BUDGET SUMMARY OF EXPENDITURES
The proposed budget year expenditure amount is the maximum expenditure limit for the proposed budget

Prior Year Current Year Proposed Budget
Actual Estimated Year
Fund 2024/2025 2025/2026 2026/2027

General 177,570 302,266 499,050

Totals 177,570 302,266 499,050
Lease Purchases: 2023 2024 2025

July 1, [ 0 I 0 0

Revenue Neutral Rate as defined by KSA 79-2988 4.000

(fb(lq /&A‘/elm&_

Total Proposed Estimated Tax Rate

4.000

{ Recreation Commission Secretary

Family Night

FRIDAY, AUGUST 7
Medium, one topping pizza $5.99 - Breadsticks $4

Dine-in, delivery or carry out
Must call CG location for this special

SATURDAY, AUGUST 8
Salad/Pizza Buffet Lunch and Dinner
Buy one and get one FREE!

15 N. Union St., Council Grove + 620-767-5000
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