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Dwight City Council

The Dwight City Council met for
the regular meeting at the Dwight
Public Library on August 17, 2026,
at 7:00 pm. Mayor Pam Goss opened
the meeting with the Pledge of Alle-
giance.

Council members present were
Ashley Gearhart, Jamie Fetters,
Adam Wiebe, and Peter Marquardt.
John Traynor was not in attendance.

Also Present: Ken Bergeron, Ryan
Taylor, and Andy Masenthin

2027 Budget Hearing: Council-
woman Gearhart made a motion to
adopt the proposed 2027 City of
Dwight annual Budget as presented.
Councilwoman Fetters seconded the
motion. Motion carried 4-0

Visitor Comments: Andy Masen-
thin discussed corrections to Ordi-
nance #2026-1 regarding vacating
an alley. Andy also discussed fence
repairs needed at tennis courts.

Additions to Agenda: Possible sur-
vey of the city shop

Minutes: Councilman Marquardt
moved to accept the minutes as pre-
sented for the July 20th, 2026, regu-
lar meeting. Councilman Wiebe sec-
onded the motion. Motion carried
4-0

Councilwoman Gearhart moved to
accept the minutes as presented for
the July 29th, 2026, special meeting.
Councilwoman Fetters seconded the
motion. Motion carried 4-0

Maintenance Manager Report:
Manager Ryan Taylor provided a
written report.

Water Manager Report: Manager
Ryan Taylor provided a written re-
port.

City Clerk Report: Clerk Ken
Bergeron provided a written report
and financials. Ken reported the de-
linquent accounts have all made at
least a partial payment.

Review and Bills: Councilman
Marquardt moved to approve the
unpaid bills as presented. Council-
woman Gearhart seconded the mo-
tion. Motion carried 4-0

New Business: Council discussed
the possibility of completing a prop-
erty survey at the city shop. This
was tabled until further discussion
with the City Attorney.

Old Business:  Councilwoman
Gearhart made motion to accept the
corrected Ordinance No 2026-1A as
presented. Councilman Marquardt
seconded the motion. Motion car-
ried 4-0

Councilwoman Gearhart moved to
Accept the bid from Mayor Special-
ty Services, LLC for work on Lift
station in the amount of $42,700.00.
Councilwoman Fetters seconded the
motion. Motion carried 4-0

Open Forum: Councilwoman
Gearhart discussed asking the City
Attorney to attend one meeting each
quarter. Mayor Goss will contact
Ben Oleen to discuss this with him.

Mayor Goss read aloud a letter to
be mailed to A &J landscaping Tree
Service regarding recent work they
completed within the city limits of
Dwight.

Adjournment: Councilman Wiebe
moved to adjourn the regular meet-
ing at 9:07 pm. Councilman Gear-
hart seconded the motion. Motion
carried 4-0.

The next regular council meeting
was on September 21, at 7pm, at the
City Library.
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Model T Club to

meet October 8

The East Central Kansas Model T
Ford Club will meet Thursday, Oc-
tober 8, at 5:30 p.m. in the confer-
ence room of the Burlington public
library. The library is located on
Hwy 75.

The main entree and drinks will be
provided. Please bring a side dish to
be shared with the meal to be eaten
before the meeting.

During the meeting the club mem-
bers are encouraged to share infor-
mation about working on and restor-
ing their cars. In addition members
will continue to make plans for day
trips as well as hear a report from
those members that attended an
event.

Owning a Model T is not a re-
quirement. All meetings are open to
the public, please feel free to attend,
we’d love to have you.

Just a reminder for members --
please bring your white elephant
gifts for the Christmas party bingo
Saturday, December 12. Please wrap
your gift(s).

Braves win 69-6
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ing one tackle for loss. Reddick said
McDiffett’s performance increased
his career total to 216 tackles, mov-
ing him past 2025 All-State safety
Hayden Buttrey for the most career
tackles by a defensive back in Coun-
cil Grove school history.

Reid Buttrey finished with sev-
en tackles, including one for loss.
Stohs, Dillon McDiffett, Samuels
and Doornbos recorded six tackles
each.

The defense finished with eight
tackles for loss, seven quarterback
hurries, one sack and two intercep-
tions.

In addition to Stockwell’s inter-
ception return, Stewart intercepted
a Minneapolis pass and returned it
16 yards. Stockwell also recorded
three quarterback hurries and shared
a sack with Maddox Ziegler.

Carter Bremer converted nine of
10 extra-point attempts. He also
handled 11 kickoffs for 446 yards,
including one touchback.

Through four games, Council
Grove is averaging 54.8 points and
338 yards of offense per game. The
Braves have scored eight non-offen-
sive touchdowns — three defensive
touchdowns and five return touch-
downs.

Council Grove has also built a
plus-nine turnover margin, forcing
10 turnovers while committing only
one.

The offensive line has not allowed
a sack through the first four games,
while the Braves are averaging 7.9
yards per rushing attempt. Council
Grove has completed 71.2% of its
passes and is averaging 4.56 points
per offensive possession.

The Braves will return home Fri-
day, Oct. 2, to host the Marysville
Bulldogs. Both teams enter the game
1-0 in district play.

Kobach orders end
to voter registration

incentives to students

A voter registration effort that of-
fered $5 gift cards to high school
students has prompted action from
Kansas Attorney General Kris Ko-
bach.

The issue arose after Rep. Pat
Proctor, R-Leavenworth, chairman
of the House Elections Committee
and a candidate for Kansas secretary
of state, called for an investigation
into the League of Women Voters of
Leavenworth County. The organi-
zation held voter registration drives
at Lansing and Leavenworth high
schools in May.

Photos posted on the organiza-
tion’s Facebook page showed stu-
dents registering to vote and holding
Starbucks gift cards. A sign dis-
played at the registration table stated
that students who registered to vote
would receive a $5 Starbucks gift
card.

On Friday, Kobach issued a cease-
and-desist letter to the Leavenworth
County chapter and the League of
Women Voters of Kansas, directing
them to stop offering cash, gift cards
or other items of value in exchange
for registering to vote. His office
also referred the matter to the U.S.
attorney in Kansas for investigation.

Federal law prohibits paying or
offering to pay someone to register
to vote or cast a ballot in elections
involving federal candidates. Viola-
tions can carry penalties of up to five
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* Traditional Class

More information contact
Steve White 620-767-3533 or
Steve Crichton 785-466-1941.

Kansas Department of Wildlife & Parks

FALL HUNTER

> 4
Wednesday, September 30 ¢ 6:30-9:00 pm.............. 4-H Building
Wednesday, October 7 ¢ 6:30-9:00 pm...........ceuueee. 4-H Building
Wednesday, October 14 ¢ 6:30-9:00 pm...........cccenee. 4-H Building
Wednesday, October 21 ¢ 6:30-9:00 pm............cco.n. 4-H Building
Review and Certification Exam
Saturday, October 24 ¢« noon-4:00 pm...........cccceunus Federal Lake

* Must be 11 years of age to be certified
This class has limited seating and will fill up. Scan QR Code to sign up!
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Kay's Quixotry
“Quixotry” (pronounced
KWIK-suh-tree) (noun) A wild,
visionary idea, unpredictable, an
eccentric notion or act;
a quixotism.

By Kay Roberts

Children’s Prayers:
eDear God: This is my prayer.

Could you please give my brother

some brains. So far he doesn’t
have any. Angela, 8

eDear Lord: Thank you for the
nice day today. You even fooled the
TV weather man. Hank, 7

eDear God: Please help me in
school. I need help in spelling, add-
ing, history, geography and writing.
I don’t need help in anything else.
Lois, 9
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Somehow, our 27th President Wil-
liam Howard Taft became associ-
ated with an embarrassing incident
around getting stuck in a bathtub.
While it’s true that he was larger in
stature, weighing in at 350 pounds,
he never had to be rescued from a
tub.

That said, there is a reason he’s as-
sociated with baths. During his pres-

Qency, a super-sized porcelain tub

that was 7 feet long, 41 inches wide,
and a ton in weight was installed in
the White House. It was so massive
that four grown men could fit inside.
One evening he filled a tub at a ho-
tel in Cape May, New Jersey, a little
too high and when he stepped into
it, it overflowed to the point that the
guests in the dining room below got
a bit of a shower.
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A bear became a corporal in World
War II -- during World War I, mem-
bers of the Polish Army’s 22nd Ar-
tillery Supply adopted a bear cub
named Wojtek. The soldiers looked
out for him and even gave him the
rank of a private. In 1944, Wojtek
returned the favor, helping to move
ammunition during the Battle of
Monte Cassino in Italy. For Wo-
jtek’s service and bravery, he was
promoted to the rank of corporal.
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Queen Elizabeth I made black
teeth trendy in the 1500s -- Queen
Elizabeth I had a legendary sweet
tooth, but unfortunately, all the
years of eating sugary treats caused
her teeth to turn black. Since the
monarch was a major influencer of
her time, other women decided to
black out their teeth to copy their
queen’s smile. This weird history
fact is definitely a case for being
thankful for modern dentistry and
toothpaste.
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Myth: George Washington had

\

wooden teeth -- cherry tree aside,
one of the most chewable facts is
that the nation’s first president had a
mouth full of wooden teeth. While it
seems like an odd story to be linked
to the founding father, a deeper dig
gets to the root of the issue. Wash-
ington did indeed have terrible teeth,
so much so that he had multiple
dentures made. Those mouthpieces
were made out of ivory, gold, lead,
and even human teeth, but never any
wood. Wood was not used by den-
tists at the time, because not only
could wooden dentures cause splin-
ters, but wood is also susceptible to
expanding and contracting due to
moisture — not ideal for something
that lives in your mouth.

i

AJiffy is a real unit of time -- for a
term that seems so cutesy, the literal
use of “jiffy” is extremely scientific.
Physicists use the term to describe
how long it takes for light to trav-
el a millionth of a millionth of a
millimeter, which is less than a bil-
lion-billionth of a second. A jiffy is
a little longer in electrical contexts;
it’s the length of a single cycle of
alternating current, or about one-fif-
tieth of a second.
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Church signs:
* Some people forget how to pray

until the cop makes a U-turn!
¢ Jesus said “I’ll be back™ way be-
fore Arnold did. /

years in prison and a $10,000 fine.

Kobach also directed the Leaven-
worth County chapter to preserve
financial records and voter registra-
tion forms connected with the pro-
gram and to provide information
within 30 days about instances in
which cash or gift cards were distrib-
uted in connection with voter regis-
tration or voting.

Braves Cross Country
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The course became increasing-
ly difficult as the races progressed,
Gant said, with several downhill
areas becoming slick and the final
uphill section before the cemetery
particularly challenging.

“I like where we finished, 25th out
of 55 teams,” Gant said. “We didn’t
have our best day and still hit our
goal of the top half. That’s what I
like about this group, they are never
satisfied.”

Gant said the field included Class
4A schools as well as teams from
outside Kansas.

“Knowing they were in the top
half of a big, competitive field that
included 4A teams and schools out
of state isn’t enough for them,” he
said. “They are hungry and compet-
itive and looking to post their best
performances in the next few weeks.
They should have a great opportuni-
ty at home this week.”

The Braves will host their invita-
tional Thursday at Canning Creek
Cove, with races beginning at 4 p.m.

Couple pleads guilty
over No Labels actions

A Florida couple has pleaded
guilty to election crimes stemming
from a petition drive three years ago
to qualify the No Labels movement
as a political party in Kansas.

Kansas Attorney General Kris Ko-
bach said George Edward Andrews
and Jamie Louise Johnson, both of
Dade City, Florida, pleaded guilty
in Johnson County District Court to
election perjury and election forgery.

The two were accused of fraudu-
lently collecting signatures during
the petition drive.

Andrews, 32, pleaded guilty to one
count of election perjury and two
counts of election forgery. Johnson,
49, pleaded guilty in January to the
same charges.

Each received a controlling sen-
tence of 14 months in prison, which
was suspended, and was placed on
18 months of probation.

“Kansas law requires petition cir-
culators to tell the truth under oath
and to collect only genuine signa-
tures of qualified electors,” Kobach
said in a statement. “These defen-
dants did neither.”

USPS Operation Santa -
blessing since 1912

The U.S. Postal Service has opened
its 2026 Operation Santa program,
giving children and families across
the country an opportunity to send
their holiday wishes to Santa — and
giving others a chance to help fulfill
those wishes.

This marks the 114th year of USPS
Operation Santa, which began in
1912 when Postmaster General
Frank Hitchcock authorized local
postmasters to open letters addressed
to Santa and allow postal employees
and members of the public to re-
spond.

Letters are now being accepted
from residents of the continental
United States, Hawaii and Puerto
Rico. To participate, letters should
be addressed to:

Santa Claus

123 Elf Road

North Pole, 88888

Letters should include the writ-
er’s first and last name and a com-
plete, clearly written return address,
including an apartment number
when applicable. The return address
should also be included on the letter
itself. A First-Class Mail stamp must
be placed on the envelope.

USPS recommends that writers be
specific about their wishes. For ex-
ample, requests for clothing should
include sizes, while requests for
books, games or other items should
include titles or other details that
could help an adopter select an ap-
propriate gift. Letters should be kept
flat, as glitter, beads, macaroni and
other glued-on decorations can in-

Alta Vista Alumni
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ery, Pat (Ramsour) Schneider, Eileen
(Hoch) Joy Smith, Rita (McDiffett)
Swenson, Steve (Kathy) Woelk;

1967 — Gary O’Neill, Sheldon
Smith; 1968 — Gloria (Joy) Smith;
1969 — Gene (Dixie) Brabb, Bob
(Sara) Haffener; 1970 — Tim (Kar-
en) Marlar; 1972 — Jonathon Wiens;
1973 — Earl (Connie) Kuhn, Greg
Marlar; 1976 — Lori (Frese) McDif-
fett; 1982 — Terry TenEyck, Cindy
Ziegenhirt; Doug (Tammi) Brabb,
Randy Brabb; Guests — Dennis
Quinn, Janice Swallow
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terfere with the process of uploading
letters to the Operation Santa web-
site.

Families may mail their letters to-
gether in one envelope, with addi-
tional postage added if needed based
on weight. Schools and organiza-
tions submitting letters should place
each child’s letter in an individual
standard-size envelope with postage
and a return address showing where
the child will be staying during the
holidays.

The deadline for letters to Santa is
Dec. 5. Letters must be postmarked
by that date to be eligible for the
program. Sending a letter does not
guarantee it will be posted online,
adopted or result in a gift.

Personal identifying information
is removed before selected letters
are posted on the Operation Santa
website. Beginning Nov. 16, verified
participants will be able to browse
available letters and choose those
they would like to fulfill. Letters
from members of the same house-
hold may also be posted together so
an adopter or team can assist an en-
tire family.

People interested in becoming
adopters may begin registering and
completing identity  verification
Nov. 2. Individuals can adopt up to
15 letters, while teams may adopt
up to 15 letters for each participat-
ing team member. Adopters can pur-
chase gifts through the program’s
online Santa’s Gift Shoppe or shop
independently and ship packages
from a participating Post Office.

The final day to adopt a letter is
Dec. 12, when online adoption clos-
es at 8 p.m. Eastern Time. USPS also
recommends Dec. 12 as the date by
which gifts should be shipped for
expected delivery before Christmas,
although adopters are encouraged to
send packages as early as possible.

USPS Operation Santa is not a
nonprofit or charity organization and
does not accept monetary donations.
Its purpose is to connect letters writ-
ten to Santa with individuals and
groups willing to voluntarily fulfill
holiday wishes.

Additional information about writ-
ing, adopting and fulfilling letters is
available at the official USPS Op-
eration Santa website, USPSOpera-
tionSanta.com.
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