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History from the Hermes
Thursday, July 28, 2011

Average retail gasoline
prices in Kansas have
risen 2.8 cents per gallon
in the past week, averag-
ing $3.62/g. The national
average is $3.69/g.
Thursday, August 3, 2006

Amid trappings of the
“Wizard of Oz” movie,
Kaiti Hemann was
crowned the 2006
Sorghum Queen. First
Princess was Taylor Con-
cannon, Second Princess
was Sheena Shuck and
Miss Congeniality was
Tawnie Burrows.
Thursday, July 25, 1996

Leaders of the 
Hugoton FFA Chapter 
attended the 38th Annual
State FFA Conference for
Chapter Leaders, July 11-
13 1996 at Barton County
Community College and
Camp Aldrich in Great
Bend. Over 500 FFA

members and advisors
from 77 chapters regis-
tered for the three-day
activity. The conference
is open to Kansas FFA
chapter officers and 
provides  the opportunity
to develop leadership
qualities which will effec-
tively help them lead
their local chapters. 
Thursday, August, 1991

MM3 Micheal W.
Billings, son of Susie
Billings of Colorado
Springs Co., and Lynn
Billings of Lakin, nephew
of Bob and Rachel 
Sterwart and a 1987 
graduate of Rolla High
School, is stationed with
the U.S. Navy in Orlando
Fl.

Micheal graduated
from Nuclear Field “A”
School June 13 and
began Naval Nuclear
Power School July 26.

Thursday, July 31, 1986
The Southwest Kansas

Little League All-Stars,
led by the pitching and
batting of Chay Gillespie,
defeated the Hoisington
Little Leaguers 12-4 in
the Championship of
Western Kansas. Defen-
sively, the Southwest
Kansas team shut out
Hoisington for the first 2
innings to take an 8-0
lead into the third inning.
Thursday, August 5, 1976

Mr. and Mrs. Jack 
Lamont, 515 French,
never have to buy sun-
flower seeds - they just
grow their own. Mrs. 
Lamont took special care
during the drought and
managed to grow nine
and ten foot tall 
sunflowers.
Thursday, August 5, 1971

The Prairie Dusters
Motorcycle Club will
present motorcycle races
Sunday, August 8. Races
will begin at 1 p.m. A
concession stand and
bleachers will be 
provided. Cycle riders
from Kansas, Oklahoma,
Texas and Colorado will
be present to participate
in the event. Admission
to the motorcycle races
will be $1.00

If any readers have
pictures or memories for
the history page of the
Hermes, please bring
them in to the staff at
The Hugoton Hermes
newspaper.

By Shila Moore and Pam
Brown
Continued from last
week.

A Hermes article on
December 17, 1926 
reports the progress on
Crawford No. 1 gas well.
“The Phillip-Skinner-
Independent Oil and Gas
Company, Crawford No.
1, located in the center of
SW ¼ of Section 31-33-
37, have run the big pipe,
and are now drilling
ahead at about 250 feet.
The drillers had encoun-
tered quicksand before

the pipe could be had
and the well necessarily
had to be shut down for a
few days, however, every-
thing is going ahead at
this time. We are advised
that the Gypsy Oil Com-
pany, which is owned by
Melon interest, has 
entered Stevens County
and has purchased 
several leases. Also the
Blackwell Oil and Gas
Company,  The Gypsy Oil
Co. is one of the largest
companies in the Mid-
Continent Field and we
are glad to see that they
have faith in the possibil-

ities of our county. The
present outlook for de-
velopment in Stevens
County for 1927 is very
good and we anticipate
more activity in the first
quarter of the year.”

As I wrote last week,
the Crawford No. 1 gas
well was located on land
owned by Robert M.
Crawford who was a
prominent citizen of
Stevens County. He was
born in Saline County,
Kansas, in 1870, moving
to Stevens County with
his parents and siblings

in 1887. During his early
years here, he did freight-
ing from Hartland, broke
prairie sod with a walk-
ing plow, owned and op-
erated a barber shop in
Hugoton and in Liberal.
He eventually acquired
large land holdings and
operated a large cattle
ranch south of Hugoton.
He became the largest
land owner in the county.

Robert was once ap-
pointed and three times
elected county treasurer

of Stevens County. He
was six times elected to
represent the county in
the state legislature, 
serving on banking and
finance committees.
Robert was vice-presi-
dent and one of the 
active managers of The
Citizens Bank. He carried
on a large loan, abstract
and insurance business
of his own. He was also a
director in the Farmers
and Bankers Life Insur-
ance Co. of Wichita and
associated in many other

enterprises. (Taken from
Hugoton Hermes, April
20, 1934)

You may be asking, “Is
Robert M. Crawford 
related to the Crawford
family who live in 
Hugoton?” Find out next
week. To be continued …
Please email me your
personal stories and
photos of the gas and oil
field. Thank you!

shilamoore007@gmail.
com

Gascapades

Two photos of Robert M. Crawford. The younger one (left) is from around 1887. It is
from familysearch.org. Photo on the (right) was taken around 1930 taken from the
book Stevens County and Its People.
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618 S MAIN ST., HUGOTON, KS
WWW.HIGHPLAINSTHEATRE.COM

MINIONS &
MONSTERS

FRI., JULY 31
&

SAT., AUG. 1
7PM

TOY STORY 5
FRI., AUG. 7

&
SAT., AUG. 8

7PM

MOANA
LIVE ACTION
FRI., AUG. 21

&
SAT., AUG. 22

7PM
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