
The day a teenager re-
ceives a driver’s license
can be a bittersweet mo-
ment for parents. While
parents may be proud
and happy to have an-
other driver in the house,
the notion that kids can
now drive without Mom
or Dad riding shotgun can
be scary. That’s because
driver inexperience re-
mains a big accident risk. 
The National Highway
Traffic Safety Administra-
tion says teen drivers con-
tinue to be
overrepresented in crash
data, despite 2025 seeing
a record low in traffic fa-
talities. The NHTSA notes

drivers between the ages
of 16 and 19 are nearly
three times more likely to
be involved in a fatal crash
per mile driven compared
to drivers 20 and older.
Research from the Cen-
ters for Disease Control
and Prevention also indi-
cates that the first few
months of independent
teen driving are the most
dangerous. The primary
culprit for accidents is a
“lack of scanning” to de-
tect hazards, and driving
too fast for road condi-
tions.
Parents of newly minted
licensed drivers can im-
plement various meas-
ures to safeguard such
youngsters. 
• Look into graduated
driver licensing. Some
areas have a GDL pro-
gram that includes night-
time driving restrictions,
curfews and passenger
limits. Parents and their
teens should educate
themselves about the
rules of driving at various
ages, as perks increase as
drivers get older.
• Note effects on insur-
ance premiums. Nation-
wide Mutual Insurance
Company says adding a
teen driver to an auto in-
surance policy typically
increases premiums by
hundreds of dollars per
month due to higher acci-
dent risks. Generally, the

most cost-effective option
is to add a teen to a par-
ent’s policy instead of pur-
chasing a separate one.
Teens with a learner’s per-
mit usually are covered
under a parent’s policy
without a rate increase
until they are fully li-
censed. But parents are
urged to clarify the effects
of adding teen drivers in
relation to their insurance
premiums.
• Emphasize the need to
minimize distractions.
Modern teen drivers have
many more distractions
to contend with than driv-
ers of older generations.
Cell phones are a constant
draw that put teen drivers
at risk. Roughly 10 percent
of teen drivers involved in
fatal crashes were re-
ported as distracted at the
time of their accident, ac-
cording to the NHTSA.
• Insist on seat belt use.
Partners for Safe Teen
Driving says, despite years
of advocacy, teens have
the lowest seat belt use of
any age group. Parents
may have to remind teen
drivers that seat belt use is
non-negotiable.
Parents of teen drivers
may soon be facing new
challenges as they must
trust their sons and
daughters to be responsi-
ble on the road.

Submitted by Metro Ed-
itorial Service.

The Kansas Farm Bu-
reau (KFB) Foundation
for Agriculture has re-
ceived a $15,000 Bill
House Agricultural Grant
from the Community
Foundation of Southeast
Kansas (CFSEK) to ex-
pand scholarship oppor-
tunities that help rural
and agricultural leaders
participate in leadership
development programs
across the state.

The grant will support
the Foundation's existing
leadership scholarship
program, which offsets
travel, registration, lodg-

ing and other costs of
participation.

"Strong leadership is
essential to the future of
agriculture, and we're
grateful to the Bill House
Agricultural Grant Com-
mittee for investing in
the people who will
shape Kansas for years to
come," says KFB Presi-
dent Glenn Brunkow.
"This support makes it
possible for more mem-
bers to develop the skills,
relationships and confi-
dence needed to better
serve their communi-
ties."

G r a n t - s u p p o r t e d
scholarships will help
members attend events
like KFB’s Annual Meet-
ing, Day at the State-
house, Young Farmers &
Ranchers Leaders Con-
ference and Women
Grow the Farm.

Bill House (Swain
William House) was a
prominent Kansas
rancher, attorney and na-
tional leader in the beef
cattle industry whose
legacy funds through the
CFSEK now support agri-
cultural education and
scholarships.

Since its inception in
1998, KFB’s Foundation
for Agriculture has pro-
vided scholarships and
grants designed to im-
prove agriculture and the
quality of life in rural
Kansas. For more infor-
mation, visit
www.kfb.org/Founda
tion-for-Agriculture.
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Market Report
At the Close Tuesday

Pate Agency, LP

Wheat .......................6.37
Milo..........................3.82
Corn......................... 4.42
Soybeans ................10.78

Barbara Trujillo and Felicia Moreland re-
cently returned from a two week vacation
to Alaska. With this trip, Barbara  has vis-

ited all 50 States. Congratulations Bar-
bara.

Emma has experienced 900 books in the Stevens County
Library's 1,000 Books Before Kindergarten challenge.
Outstanding work, Emma!
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IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF
STEVENS COUNTY, KANSAS

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE
OF DEBRA RENEE REYNOLDS, de-
ceased

CASE NO. SV-2026-PR-000017

NOTICE OF HEARING and NOTICE
TO CREDITORS

The State of Kansas to All Persons
Concerned:

You are hereby notified that on
the 29th day of July, 2026, a Peti-
tion was filed in this Court by
Cheryl L. Reynolds-Bowles heir,
devisee and legatee of Debra
Renee Reynolds, deceased, pray-
ing that the foreign will of Debra
Renee Reynolds, deceased, dated
September 20, 2002, be admitted
to probate and record in this court,
that no administration in the estate
is necessary, the Will be con-

strued, and the following Kansas
Real Estate owned by the Dece-
dent, situated in Stevens County,
Kansas, be assigned in accor-
dance with the terms of the Will:

Real Estate and Mineral Inter-
ests of approximately $10,000

You are hereby required to file
your written defenses thereto on
or before the 3rd day of Septem-
ber, 2026, at 9:00 a.m., in the Dis-
trict Court in Hugoton, Stevens
County, Kansas, at which time and
place the cause will be heard.
Should you fail therein, judgment
and decree will be entered in due
course upon the Petition.

/s/ Cheryl L. Reynolds-Bowles,
Petitioner

James C. Dodge, No. 18730
Sharp, McQueen, Yoxall,
Dodge & Frymire, P.A.
419 N. Kansas, P.O. Box 2619
Liberal, KS 67905-2619
Phone:  (620) 624-2548
Fax:  (620) 624-9526
Email:
jdodge@sharpmcqueen.com
Attorney for Petitioners
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Factors to consider when you have a teen driver

KFB's Foundation for Agriculture
expands leadership opportunities


