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A Farmer’s
Calendar

Insight

By Jackie Mundt

Pratt County Farmer and Rancher

As a kid, summer had
very clear boundaries. It
started Memorial Day
and ended on Labor Day.
This “fact” was likely a
result of our school
schedule in Wisconsin,
which got out
before Memorial Day
and started around
September 1.

Thinking about my
internal calendar made
me realize none of my
seasons line up with
scientific dates. For me,
winter starts the Monday
after Thanksgiving, and
spring is in April, usually
right before Easter.

I think we all divide
our time based on the
unique priorities of our
lives. Seasons are marked
by things like sports,
holidays, work, school,
hobbies and church. If
you want to get to know
someone, ask them to
describe a year in their
life based on their unique
seasons.

Recently, I was asked
to share one of my
internal calendars. My
coworker, who is in her
first year on the job, is
still learning the seasons
of Kansas farming. She
asked me to make a
calendar of the year —
basically, a guide to when
things happen.

I initially thought this
would be easy. I have
been around farming my
whole life and know the
crop cycles almost
instinctively. But when I
actually sat down to put

it on a calendar, I realized
how difficult it is to
explain something
learned through experi-
ence by date.

The problem comes
when you try to tie those
steps to a calendar.
Planting corn can
happen anywhere from
March through May in
most  years. Wheat
harvest is usually some-
time in June, but I have
seen it finish before
Memorial Day and
stretch past the Fourth of
July. Honestly, it is very
difficult to explain to
someone without having
experienced it.

There are a million
variables in farming, and
almost all of them are
outside the farmer’s
control. Weather changes
the plan. Equipment
breaks down. A crop
matures early or late.
Rain that is desperately
needed arrives at exactly
the wrong time.

Farmers’ calendars are
dictated by conditions
rather than  dates.
Farmers plant when the
soil temperature and
moisture are right,
harvest when the crop is
ready and move cattle
when the pasture grass is
dwindling. None of those
things are easy to predict.

This difference
between dates and
conditions can be

especially difficult for
people who marry into
farming. It is hard to
adjust to a life where you

can make a plan six
months from now and
still have no idea if the
farm will cooperate with
it.

I sometimes find
myself frustrated when
Marc won’t give me an
answer about an event or
trip I am planning. In
those moments, I have to
remind myself that I grew
up on a farm and love
our life. I shouldn’t be
surprised or frustrated
when his answer is, “I
don't know.” He’s just

being honest.
Not everything
important in life

happens on a specific
date. We can put dates on
a calendar, but we don’t
always get to
decide when a season is
over. Some  things
happen  when  the
conditions are right;
sometimes they are
never right, and we must
change our plans

entirely.

We all have our own
calendars, marked by the
things that matter to us.
Some are marked by
school, sports, work,
faith or family. Others are
determined by circum-
stances we can’t control.
Maybe the lesson of the
farmer’s calendar is that
there is a difference
between knowing what
season should come next
and being willing to
recognize the season we
are actually in. The
calendar may tell us what
should be happening,
but the conditions often
tell us what needs to
happen next.

"Insight" is a weekly column
published by Kansas Farm
Bureau, the state's largest farm
organization whose mission is
to strengthen agriculture and
the lives of Kansans through ad-
vocacy, education and service.
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Kansas Soybean Commission

opens request for proposals

Research, education,
and market development
are pillars of the Kansas
Soybean = Commission,
and they all start with are-
quest for proposals. KSC
has opened the RFP
process, looking for proj-
ects that will bolster the
profitability of Kansas soy-
bean farmers.

The RFP process is the
first step towards the next
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IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF
STEVENS COUNTY, KANSAS

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE
OF BETTY JO BANGS, Deceased
(Petition Pursuant to K.S.A.
Chapter 59)

Case No. SV-2026-PR-000015

NOTICE OF HEARING AND
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

THE STATE OF KANSAS TO ALL
PERSONS CONCERNED:

You are notified that on July 15,
2026, a petition was filed, and on
August 11, 2026, an amended pe-

tition was filed in this Court by
Robert A. Crane, an heir, devisee
and legatee, and Personal Repre-
sentative named in the "Last Will
and Testament of Betty Jo Bangs,”
deceased, dated July 5, 2024, re-
questing the will filed with the pe-
tition be admitted to probate and
record and Petitioner be appointed
as Personal Representative, with-
out bond.

You are required to file your
written defenses to the petition on
or before September 17, 2026, at
11:00 AM. in the District Court,
Stevens County, Kansas, at which
time and place the cause will be
heard. Should you fail to file your
written defenses, judgment and
decree will be entered in due
course upon the petition.

All creditors are notified to ex-
hibit their demands against the

Estate within the later of four
months from the date of first pub-
lication of notice under K.S.A. 59-
2236 and amendments thereto, or
if the identity of the creditor is
known or reasonably ascertaina-
ble, 30 days after actual notice
was given as provided bylaw, and
if their demands are not thus ex-
hibited, they shall be forever
barred.

SUBMITTED BY:

Darrel E. Johnson, #09328
Graber & Johnson Law Group,
LLC

1300 Fremont Street
Manhattan, KS 66502

P: (785) 565-0104

F: (785) 565-0294
darrel@graberjohnson.com
Attorneys for Petitioner

State of Kansas
Budget Fom USDA

e avadable at this hearng

Notice of Hearing 2026-2027 Budget

PUBLIC NOTICE

(First published in The Hugoton Hermes, Thursday, September 3, 2026)

The goveming body of Unified School Datsct 210 will Mmoot on the 148 day of September 2026 at 6:15 PM ot 520 S Main Street, Hugoton, KS 67
pupose of heamng and answesng objections of taxpayers relating 10 the proposed wse of all funds and the amount of tax o
infomation, nchuding budget profile, bulding needs sssessment and Board stale assessmonts review is avalable a1 Distact Office on the distect websie

The Amount of 2028 Tax % be Levied and Expeaditures (publshed Delow) estabinh he macimum kmis of the 2026-2027 Budget. The 'Est. Tax Rate” jcolsmn 7
shown for comparative purposes, & suject 10 sight change depending on fnal assessed valiation

ba lovied. Detaled

2024-2025 Actesd 20252026 Actust 2026-302 o
Adtual Actual Est
Codo Actus Tax Actual Tax Buspetes Tax
[T Expendiures Rate* Expendiures Rase* Exponstures Rate
Line (1) @) 8) 4) ) )
OPERATING
Gamacal 08 9 851 74| 20 000 9 647 436] 20 000 9716816 20 000
Supokmantal Genaral L O8 ) 08 3018 160121116 3098 686] 17 264 3,169 348 20 321
SPECIAL REVENUE
Fedem! Funds 07 565 842 346 452
Adul Educaton 10 0] 0000 o] 0000 ).000
A 11 127 601 143,000
AUCABON 12 0 [
13 33,520
Bingus Education 14 214 044]
Vitual £ ducation 15 26 557 V) 25 00
Capeal Oy 16 1,395 140 s 0] 7094 500,00« 688 814 8.000
. Traeung 18 642 30,001
Dechring Encmlrant 19 0] 0000 0.000 0000
Extracrdnary School Pogeam 22 0 0
Food Sernce 24 806 944 861,80 925 .00

Professional D

Parent Educatio

Summer School

Special Education

Cost of L i

Carper s

Specal Retrement Comedulon

Co ¢y Reserve

- gency
Textbook & Student Materal Revolving

Activty Fund

DEBT SERVICE
o intorogt 81

oyt 87

Fons Waman

secl Assessmant

Temporary Note

fiscal year’s funding port-
folio, which begins July 1,
2027. Funded projects for
the current year include
building export markets,
developing input recom-
mendations and testing
management techniques
for the biggest yield rob-
bers in Kansas, such as
Soybean Cyst Nematode.

Once commissioners
have received and re-
viewed the proposals,
projects will be invited to
present at the December
board meeting, where
commissioners will make
final funding decisions. At
the heart of this process is
the farmer-led board,
stewarding checkoff dol-
lars to focus on the issues
that impact their peers.

“The soybean checkoff
exists to improve prof-
itability for soybean farm-
ers, so it’s very important
to get all our priorities in
line with what we need for
production,” says Keith
Miller, KSC chairman and
Great Bend farmer. “That’s
where your checkoff dol-
lars are making a big dif-
ference for the future of
the soybean industry.”

Commissioners met in
August to set their priori-
ties, which keep produc-
tion research at the top of
the list. They highlighted
specific areas like water
use efficiency, optimizing
inputs, and disease and
pest management, espe-
cially SCN.

Other priorities include
increasing soy usage in
animal feed and food, as
well as developing new
ways to use soybeans in
industrial products. So far,
these products range
everywhere from biofuels
to sneakers, cosmetics,
firefighting foam and road
sealant.

“Anything they can do
with petroleum, we can
do with soybean oil,” says
Lance Rezac, commis-
sioner and Onaga farmer.
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Hello everyone and
welcome to September!
It’'s starting out a little
warm for my taste, but
hopefully by the first day
of fall September 22 it will
bring nicer temperatures.
We will be Closed Mon-
day, September 7 for
Labor Day. Our dance
will be September 12
with Bob Walters per-
forming from 6:30-9:30
pm. The next Grace and
Gather Table will be Sep-
tember 14. We hope to
see you soon!

Menu
September 3 .....Goulash
September 4 ...Pepper &

...... Onion Pork Chops
September 7 ....... Closed
September 8 .......... Roast

September 9
...ered Chicken Breast
September 10
.......... Cocktail Frands
Activities
Friday, September 4
Bingo.............. 12:30 p.m.
Saturday, September 5
Cards ...c.cceueeee. 6:00 p.m.
Monday, September 7
Closed
Tuesday, September 8
Dominoes...... 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday, September 9
Cards

Bingo.............. 12:30 p.m.
Saturday, September 12

Dance- Bob Walters
6:30p.m.
Cards ..o 6:00 p.m.

Eagle Nation football
scrimmages at Dodge City

The 2026 version of
Eagle Nation Football
was at the Dodge City
Jamboree last Friday
night. This was the fifth
year that the Eagles have
participated. Dodge City,
Pratt, Cimarron and
Hugoton all participated.

Hugoton scrimmaged
Cimmaron first and the
JVlost 1-2 and the varsity
tied 2-2. Each team got
18 offensive plays and 18
defensive plays. Playing
without several starters
because  of injury,
Hugoton did very well.

Coach Witt knew that
with only 18 offensive
plays there would be a lot
of scoring since the
offense is geared toward
clock control and wear-
ing down the defense.
The offensive mantra is
3+3+3= A First Down.

Defensively the Eagles

are replacing some key
players but Coach Witt
was pleased with the
effort and hard work
against Dodge City....the
same results.....2-2 with
the varisty and the JV lost
1-2. Remember that
Dodge is a 6A school.

Coach Witt com-
mented that now we
know where we are and
where we have to be by
next week and practice
will be a “Lively” place to
be this week.

Friday, the Eagles host
the Perryton Rangers in a

Texas VS Kansas
matchup. Game time is
7:00 p.m.

Coach Witt and his
coaches would like to
thank all those fans that
made the drive to Dodge
to support these young
men. We do live in

Sports Schedule

September 3
1:00 PM HS Girls Golf JV/Varsity @ Hugoton

Invitational
3:30 PM MS Football @ Goodland
4:00 PM HS Volleyball JV/Varsity @ Ulysses (Quad)
7:00 PM HS Football JV @ Perryton

September 4
7:00 PM HS Football Varsity vs. Perryton

September 5
9:00 AM HS Cross Country @ Meade
9:00 AM MS Cross Country @ Meade
September 8
9:00 AM HS Girls Golf Varsity @ Goodland
(GWAC Tournament)
4:00 PM MS Volleyball @ Guymon (Dual)
September 10
1:00 PM HS Girls Golf Varsity @ Cimarron
2:00 PM HS Girls Golf JV @ Goodland
4:00 PM HS Volleyball C/JV/Varsity @ Holcomb (Tri)
4:00 PM MS Football @ Lakin
4:00 PM MS Volleyball @ Home (Tri)
5:00 PM HS Football JV vs. Stratford

Stevens County Hospital
Specialty Clinics
Scheduled for September 2026

Open Monday - Friday 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Closed for lunch and holidays

Tele Health
Dr. Freund

Cardiology
Cardiology

CLOSED FOR LABOR DAY

Dr. Brown

Podiatry

Dr. Frankum

General Surgeon

9/1
9/3
91
9/10
911

Tues.
Thurs.
Mon.
Thurs.
Fri.
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