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Natonal Wheat Yield Contestlooks ahead to 2027

As Kansas wheat
growers prepare to put
another crop into the
ground, decisions made
this fall could -carry
through harvest and onto
the national stage.

The National Wheat
Foundation is preparing
for the 2027 National
WheatYield Contest with
changes designed to bet-
ter recognize wheat pro-
ductivity and quality.
Sharing information
ahead of fall planting al-
lows growers to consider
the contest as they select
varieties and make man-

agement plans for the
coming crop.

The National Wheat
Yield Contest was estab-
lished in 2016 to recog-
nize wheat growers
across the country and
give producers an oppor-
tunity to learn from the
varieties, practices and
management decisions
contributing to high-
yielding wheat.

For 2027, the National
Wheat Foundation plans
to align yield categories
more closely with the
contest’s quality compo-
nent categories. A new
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Join Us for a Health & Cancer Screening!

Doctors from KU Medical Center and The University of Kansas

Health System will offer:

e FREE skin cancer screenings

» FREE prostate cancer screenings

» FREE take-home colorectal cancer screening kits
° If you have insurance, the mammogram will be billed to your insurance.
° If you do NOT have insurance, the MCA will cover the mammogram costs.

No registration required (except for mammograms). No insurance required.

Stay Up to Date!

the latest

updates about the

screening from our
Facebook event.

cgifford@stevenscountyhospital.com

Scan the OR code to get

durum category will also
be added, with 30 na-
tional winners expected
to be recognized.

“The contest is contin-
uing to evolve to better
meet the needs of con-
testants and partners, we
listened to feedback and
decided that breaking
down the large winter
wheat-dryland category
into classes made sense,”
said Anne Osborne, exec-
utive director of the Na-
tional Wheat
Foundation. “We are still
recognizing both high
yield and high percent-
age increases over the
county average. We hope
to get many more hard
red/white winter wheat
entries from Kansas in
2027.

The changes build on
the contest’s emphasis

recognizing more
than bushels alone. Con-
test entries must meet
established quality re-
quirements to be eligible
for national awards.
Samples from national
winning entries are also
evaluated for grain,
milling and baking char-
acteristics, with addi-
tional recognition for
wheat demonstrating in-
dustry-desired quality.

For Kansas growers,
preparing for the contest
starts well before the tra-
ditional spring entry pe-
riod. Variety selection is
one of the first opportu-
nities producers have to
position a field for suc-
cess.

Yield potential is im-
portant, but disease re-
sistance, maturity,
agronomic characteris-

tics, end-use quality and
a variety’s fit within an
individual operation can
all influence perform-
ance. Considering the
contest during fall variety
selection gives growers
an opportunity to iden-
tify a promising field and
manage it accordingly
throughout the growing
season.

The National Wheat
Foundation is also ex-
ploring new ways for
growers to participate. In
2026, Kansas was one of
eight states included in a
Digital Yield Pilot Cate-
gory for dryland winter
wheat.

The pilot allowed
growers to use precision
agriculture data and cal-
ibrated harvest equip-
ment to verify yields on a
larger field scale. Partici-

pating fields were re-
quired to include at least
40 contiguous acres, with
growers submitting yield
information from a se-
lected 20-acre area. The
pilot differed from the
traditional contest,
which required a mini-
mum 5-acre field and at
least 1.5 acres harvested
under the supervision of
an approved third-party
witness.

Final 2027 categories,
deadlines and contest re-
quirements will be avail-
able on the contest
website www.wheatcon
test.org. Growers should
review the official rules
before entering. Growers
should create an account
today. The website will be
open for the 2027 entries
March 1.

Kansas Soybean Commission offers funding to FCS classrooms

From pantry staples to
plant-based alternatives,
teachers can be reim-
bursed for using soy in
the classroom.

There is such a thing
as a free lunch for Kansas
family and consumer sci-
ence teachers, thanks to
the Soy in Family & Con-
sumer Sciences Program.
Sponsored by the Kansas
Soybean Commission, it
provides food ingredi-
ents for FCS classrooms,

Open to
the
public!
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are being carried through every shifting moment in life.

as well as lesson plans
and recipe ideas for a full
unit on soybeans and soy
foods.

“Connecting agricul-
ture to the classroom is
important,” says Raylen
Phelon, Commissioner
and Melvern farmer.
“Supporting the use of
soy in the classroom al-
lows students to be more
familiar and comfortable
with it so they're more
likely to reach for it
throughout their life. It
also shows them where
their food comes from —
family farms across the
state.”

The program seeks to
engage students with soy
ingredients and prepara-
tion of soy foods, includ-
ing everything from tofu
and soy sauce to other
pantry  staples like
chocolate chips and veg-
etable oil. The program
also encompasses meat
and dairy products to re-
flect animal agriculture's
place as the largest con-
sumer of soybeans in
Kansas.

“Soybeans are my fa-
vorite protein’s favorite
protein,” Phelon says,
noting how a purchase of
bacon is supporting de-
mand for his soybeans.

Reimbursement is of-
fered for the full price of
food products purchased
for classroom use that
contain soy or soy ingre-
dients, and up to half of
the money can purchase
animal protein or dairy
products.

Teachers can imple-
ment this program in
various ways from a
chopped style chef com-

petition, a pantry label
challenge, studying nu-
trition and wellness in-
formation, taste tests and
more. The grant is flexi-
ble for classrooms to im-
plement the program
into their existing cur-
riculum or to develop
curriculum based on it.
"It was helpful for the
students to see how
much soy impacts their
lives," says one partici-
pating teacher. "I don't
think many of them real-
ized what soy is, that it is
grown in Kansas, or that
it is in a lot of the prod-
ucts they use daily."
Classrooms qualify for
three dollars per student,
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IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF
STEVENS COUNTY, KANSAS

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE
OF CURTIS TACKETT, DECEASED
AND VELDA TACKETT, DECEASED
(Pursuant to K.S.A. Chapter 59)

Case No. SV-2026-PR-000021
NOTICE OF HEARING

THE STATE OF KANSAS TO ALL
PERSONS CONCERNED:

You are notified that a Petition
has been filed in this Court by
Cindy S. Arnold, one of the heirs of
Curtis Tackett, deceased, and
Velda Tackett, deceased, request-

ing:

Descent be determined of the
following described real estate sit-
uated in Stevens County, Kansas,
and Kearny County, Kansas:

Minerals in SE/4 of 27-T31S-
R36W of the 6th P.M., Stevens
County, KS; and

Minerals in Section 26-T24S-
R35W of the 6th P.M., Kearny

up to 600 dollars for the
entire semester, with a
minimum of 75 dollars.
At the close of the semes-
ter, teachers are asked to
submit a reimbursement
request with receipts
highlighting purchases of
eligible food products.
The reimbursement is
then distributed to the
school.

The application and
reimbursement forms
can be submitted fully
online, making it easier
to participate. Find de-
tails and forms at
www.kansassoybeans.or
g/fcs or call the office at
877-KS-SOYBEAN (877-
577-6923).

NOTICE

County, KS;

and all personal property and all
other property in Kansas, real and
personal, or interests therein,
owned by the decedents at the
time of their deaths. And that such
property and all personal property
and other Kansas real estate
owned by the decedents at the
time of their deaths be assigned
pursuant to the laws of intestate
succession.

You are required to file your
written defenses to the Petition on
or before September 24, 2026, at
9:30 a.m. in the District Court in
Hugoton, Stevens County, Kansas,
at which time and place the cause
will be heard. Should you fail to
file your written defenses, judg-
ment and decree will be entered in
due course upon the Petition.

/s/ Jeremiah Johnson

Jeremiah Johnson, #21968
Graber & Johnson Law Group,
LLC

701 Vilymaca, PO Box 450
Elkhart, KS 67950

P:(620) 697-2163

F: (785) 565-0294

E: jeremiah@graberjohnson.com
Attorneys for Petitioner
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eptember marks a period of distinct change on our calendars. As summer comes to a close, students across the country are getting back into the rhythm of
Sthe school year, while many in the workforce are ramping up to finish the year strong. It is completely normal to feel a bit of stress or a lack of confidence
when navigating these major transitions. However, we can choose to view these moments not as disruptions, but as a necessary part of our personal growth
and progression. In the Book of Joshua, we see Joshua commanded by God to cast aside his fears and maintain deep faith as he steps into a massive leadership
role during an uncertain time for his people. In the very same way, we are encouraged to let go of our daily worries and stand firm in our faith, trusting that we

-James Stone

“Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.”

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Main and Second Street 620-544-2773
Tim Singer, Pastor
Sunday School - 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship - 10:45 a.m.
Life Groups Sunday Nights - 6:00 p.m.

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER DAY SAINTS
520 E. First - 620-544-2125

Sacrament - 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School - 11:00 a.m.
Priesthood - 11:00 a.m.

FIRST CHURCH OF GOD
801 W. City Limits 620-544-2652
Sunday School - 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Service - 6:30 p.m.
Facebook Livestream -

Inside Out Kids Wed. - 6:30 p.m. CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE First Church of God-Hugoton
Student Ministry @ The Turnaround - Wed. 500 S. Van Buren - 620-544-2493 HUGOTON BAPTIST CHURCH
7:00 p.m. Pastor Dave Piper Eighth and Main
HugotonAssembly.com Sunday School - 9:45 a.m. 620- 544-2210
BETHEL FRIENDS CHURCH Morning Worship - 10:45 a.m. Pastor Gary Stafford
11th & Jefferson - 620-544-8517 Evening Services - 6:00 p.m. Parsonage - 620-544-2295
Pastor Chris Stanfield Wednesday Bible Study - 7:00 p.m. Sunday School - 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School - 9:30 a.m. FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.
Morning Service - 10:30 a.m. 600 S. Van Buren - 620-544-2715 Wednesday Bible Study - 6:30 p.m.
Wed Evening Ministries - 6:30 p.m. Pastor Bergan Morris LONE STAR FRIENDS CHURCH
(Children, Youth, & Adult) Sunday School - 9:15 a.m. - 10:15 a.m. 14 Miles East of Hugoton on Highway 51
CHURCH OF CHRIST Fellowship - 10:15 - 10:30 a.m. Church 620-624-3784

1045 S. Van Buren - 620-544-2825
Tommy Craiker Home: 620-453-0965
Wednesday - 7:00 p.m.
Sunday School - 10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship - 11:00 a.m.
Evening Service - 6:00 p.m.

Worship Hour - 10:30 - 12:00
Children's Church, 10:30 a.m.
Jr. High Youth Group, 6:30-7:30 p.m.
St. High Youth Group, 7:45-9:00 p.m.
Information on small groups call 620-544-2715

Home 620-624-3104
Pastor James Tower
Sunday School - 10:00 a.m.
Blended Worship Celebration - 10:45 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Kid's Club - 6:30 p.m.

CITIZENS STATE GARNAND FARM BUREAU
BANK FUNERAL HOME FINANCIAL
601 S. Main, Hugoton 920 E. 11th St., SERVICES
620-544-4331 Hugoton Jeff C. Ramsey Agent

Member FDIC 620-544-4323 613 S. Main, Hugoton

620-544-4303

Joshua 1:9 (NIV)

MY FATHER'S HOUSE
A Full Gospel Church
207 East 6th - Hugoton 620-544-2436
Pam Peachey, Pastor
Services Sundays 10:30 a.m. & 5:00 p.m.
SOVEREIGN REDEEMER CHURCH
Tenth and Adams 620-544-6386
Pastor - Zachary Johnson
Sunday School - 9:00 a.m.
Coffee/Fellowship - 10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.
www.sovereignredeemerchurch.org
ST. HELEN CATHOLIC CHURCH
1011 South Jefferson Street
620-544-2551
Sunday -9:00 a.m. English Mass
-11:00 a.m. - Spanish Mass
TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH
Terry Miller, Pastor
516 N.E. Avenue 620-453-2212
Sunday School - 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service - 10:45 a.m.

HUGOTON METHODIST CHURCH
828 S.Main Hugoton 620-544-8715
Pastor David Kang
Wednesday Praise! Kids - 3:45 p.m.
Wed. Jr. High Youth Fellowship -6:00 p.m.
Wed. Sr. High Youth Fellowship - 7:00 p.m.
Sunday School - 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship - 11:00 a.m.
MOSCOW BAPTIST CHURCH
620-598-2455 Church
1 mile S. of Moscow, 1/2 mile E.
of Moscow/Hooker Rd.
Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.
Sunday School - 9:30 a.m.

Team Kids (Wed.) - 3:30-5:30p.m. Sept.-Apr.
Youth Study Thursday - 7:00 p.m.
MOSCOW CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
CHURCH
620-598-2426
Worship Leader: Patty Lahey 620-544-9365
Sunday School - 10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship - 11:00 a.m.

ROLLA PENTECOSTAL
HOLINESS CHURCH
Corner of Third and Adams, Rolla
Marcus Light, Pastor
Church - 620-593-4626,
Parsonage - 620-593-4796
Sunday School - 10:00 a.m.
Worship - 11:00 a.m.
Wednesday night meal - 6:00 p.m.

ROLLA METHODIST CHURCH
620-593-4596
Pastor David Kang
Morning Worship - 9:00 a.m.

RICHFIELD
COMMUNITY
METHODIST CHURCH
Pastor Mary Kudakwashe
Morning Worship - 9:00 a.m.

YOU ARE WELCOME! Kid’s Club - Wednesday 3:30 p.m.
THE HUGOTON EQUITY BANK ALERT ALARM
HERMES 502 S. Jackson, Hugoton COMPANY
522 S. Main, 620-544-8908 Moscow, Kansas
Hugoton Member FDIC 620-598-2564

620-544-4321

AlertAlarmKansas.com



