
Garden City Commu-
nity College graduates
can finish a bachelor’s
degree in criminal justice
in as few as 12 months
under a new agreement
between Newman Uni-
versity and the Kansas
Association of Commu-

nity Colleges (KACC), the
statewide association
representing Kansas’ 19
community colleges and
three technical colleges.

GCCC is one of the
member colleges partici-
pating in the new path-
way, which was signed

August 31, 2026. The
pathway is designed for
two groups: GCCC grad-
uates who want to earn a
bachelor’s degree, with
no credits lost during the
transfer process and sub-
stantial scholarships
available to help them
complete their degree;
and working public-
safety professionals who
already have established
careers in criminal jus-
tice but do not have a
bachelor’s degree and
could benefit from 
financial assistance to 
complete their degree.

“This agreement cre-
ates a meaningful oppor-
tunity for our graduates
and working profession-
als in Southwest Kansas
to build on the education
and experience they al-
ready have,” said Dr.
Ryan Ruda, GCCC Presi-
dent. “By recognizing
prior learning and pro-
viding significant finan-
cial support, Newman is
helping make a 
bachelor’s degree more 
accessible while also

strengthening the work-
force that serves our
communities.”

Newman’s Bachelor of
Science in Criminal Jus-
tice requires 120 credit
hours. Students who
transfer from GCCC with
an Associate of Arts or
Associate of Science de-
gree can transfer up to 60
credit hours toward the
bachelor’s degree. New-
man will then award up
to 30 additional credit
hours for prior learning,
leaving approximately 30
credit hours to complete
at Newman. A full-time
student can complete the
remaining coursework in
two consecutive semes-
ters, plus a summer or
intervening term.

The prior-learning
component is particu-
larly beneficial for work-
ing public-safety
professionals. Newman
will evaluate law enforce-
ment basic training
through the Kansas Law
Enforcement Training
Center and Kansas
CPOST certifications,
military training and oc-
cupations on a Joint
Services Transcript, em-
ployer and industry
training, current profes-
sional certifications, and
standardized exams such
as CLEP and DSST.

The pathway also pro-
vides significant financial
assistance. Every GCCC
graduate admitted to the
pathway receives a
$20,000 Newman schol-
arship toward the degree.
Newman also matches,
dollar for dollar, any fed-
eral Pell Grant or State of
Kansas financial aid the
student applies to the
program.

“A lot of people in
Kansas law enforcement
are two or three semes-
ters from a bachelor’s de-
gree and don’t know it,”
said Alden Stout, Vice
President for Academic
Affairs at Newman Uni-
versity. “They’ve been
trained at the academy,
they’ve served in the mil-
itary, they’ve earned cer-
tifications, and none of it
has ever been counted.
This agreement counts it.
Then it gets them to the
finish line in about a year
without asking them to
leave the job or the 
community they serve.”

Students who hold an
Associate of Arts or Asso-
ciate of Science degree
from GCCC are assured
admission to Newman
with junior standing.
Upper-division course-
work is offered in formats
built around working
schedules, including on-
line and hybrid options,

and each student is as-
signed an academic ad-
viser and a program
liaison. Graduates who
hold an Associate of Ap-
plied Science degree are
also eligible, following a
degree audit to confirm
general education re-
quirements have been
met.

The new agreement
supports the continued
development of a highly
trained public-safety
workforce in Southwest
Kansas by providing
GCCC graduates and
current professionals
with a clear pathway to
complete a bachelor’s
degree without starting
over or leaving their 
careers.

“This partnership
gives our graduates a
valuable opportunity to

build on the education
and training they have al-
ready completed at
GCCC,” said Brandy
Unruh, GCCC Associate
Professor of Criminal
Justice and Public Safety.
“Recognizing prior learn-
ing and professional ex-
perience can
significantly shorten the
path to a bachelor’s de-
gree while making that
degree more accessible
and affordable.”

Students interested in
GCCC’s criminal justice
pathway can learn more
by visiting GCCC’s web-
site or contacting crimi-
naljustice@gcccks.edu.
Additional information
about Newman Univer-
sity’s Bachelor of Science
in Criminal Justice is
available on Newman’s
website.
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IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF
STEVENS COUNTY, KANSAS

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE
OF ELEANOR S. WALKER, 
Deceased
(Pursuant to K.S.A. Chapter 59)

Case No. 2016-PR-000038

NOTICE OF HEARING

THE STATE OF KANSAS TO ALL
PERSONS CONCERNED:

You are notified a Petition has
been filed in this Court by Troy
Martin, duly, appointed, qualified
and acting Administrator of the
Estate of Eleanor S. Walker, de-
ceased, requesting that Peti-
tioner’s acts be approved; account
be settled and allowed; the heirs
be determined; the Estate be as-

signed to the persons entitled to it
pursuant to the laws of intestate
succession; fees and expenses be
allowed, costs be determined and
ordered paid; the administration of
the Estate be closed; the Adminis-
trator be discharged and Petitioner
be released from further liability.

You are required to file your
written defenses to the Petition on
or before October 29, 2026, at 9:30
a.m. in the District Court, Hugoton,
Stevens County, Kansas, at which
time and place the cause will be
heard.  Should you fail to file your
written defenses, judgment and
decree will be entered in due
course upon the Petition.

/s/ Darrel E. Johnson
Darrel E. Johnson, #09328

Graber & Johnson Law Group,
LLC

1300 Fremont Street
(785) 565-0104

Attorney for Petitioner
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State of Kansas Official General
Election Ballot

Constitutional Amendment
County of Stevens
November 3, 2026

Questsion Submitted
Constitutional Amendment
Vote Yes or No

“Explanatory statement. This
amendment would clarify that only
a person who is a citizen of the
United States is eligible to vote in
this state.

“A vote for this proposition would
clarify that only a person who is a
citizen of the United States is eligi-
ble to vote in this state.

“A vote against this proposition
would make no change to the con-
stitution of the state of Kansas,
and the language concerning voter
qualifications would remain the
same.”

Shall the following be adopted?

“§ 1. Qualifications of electors.
Every(a) No person shall be
deemed a qualified elector unless
such person:

(1) Is a citizen of the United States
who;

(2) has attained the age of eighteen
years; and who

(3) except as provided in subsec-
tion (b) or (c), resides in the voting
area in which he or she such per-
son seeks to vote shall be deemed
a qualified elector.

(b) Laws of this state relating to
voting for presidential electors and
candidates for the office of presi-
dent and vice-president of the
United States shall comply with
the laws of the United States relat-
ing thereto. A citizen of the United
States, who is otherwise qualified
to vote in Kansas for presidential
electors and candidates for the of-
fices of president and vice-presi-

dent of the United States may vote
for such officers either in person
or by absentee ballot notwith-
standing the fact that such person
may have become a
nonresident of this state if his or
her such person’s removal from
this state occurs during a period in
accordance with federal law next
preceding such election.

(c) A person who is otherwise a
qualified elector may vote in the
voting area of his or her such per-
son’s former residence either in
person or by absentee ballot
notwithstanding the fact that such 
person may have become a non-
resident of such voting area during
a period prescribed by law next
preceding the election at which he
or she such person seeks to vote,
if his such person’s new residence
is in another voting area in the
state of Kansas.”

○ Yes
○ No

Boleta oficial de las elecciones
generales del estado de Kansas
Enmienda constitucional
Condado de Stevens

Pregunta enviada
Enmienda constitucional
Vote Sí o No

“Declaración explicativa. Esta en-
mienda dejaría claro que solo una
persona que sea ciudadana de los
Estados Unidos tiene derecho a
votar en este estado.

“Un voto a favor de esta propuesta
dejaría claro que solo una persona
que sea ciudadana de los Estados
Unidos tiene derecho a votar en
este estado.

“Un voto en contra de esta prop-
uesta no supondría ningún cambio
en la Constitución del estado de
Kansas, y la redacción relativa a
los requisitos para ser elector
seguiría siendo la misma”.

¿Se debería adoptar lo siguiente?

“§ 1. Cualificaciones para ser elec-
tor. Cada(a) Ninguna persona se
considerará elector con derecho a

voto a menos que:

(1) sea ciudadano de los Estados
Unidos  que,

(2) haya cumplido los dieciocho
años; y que

(3) salvo en los casos previstos en
los apartados (b) o (c) resida en la
circunscripción electoral en la que
él o ella dicha persona pretenda
votar se considerará elector habil-
itado a toda persona.

(b) Las leyes de este Estado rela-
tivas a la votación de los electores
presidenciales y de los candidatos
al cargo de presidente y vicepres-
idente de los Estados Unidos de-
berán ajustarse a las leyes de los
Estados Unidos que regulen dicha
materia. 
Un ciudadano de los Estados
Unidos que reúna los requisitos
para votar en Kansas por los elec-
tores presidenciales y los can-
didatos a los cargos de presidente
y vicepresidente de los Estados
Unidos podrá votar por dichos car-
gos, ya sea en persona o mediante
voto por correo, a pesar de que
dicha persona pueda haberse con-
vertido en un no residente en este
estado si su el traslado de dicha
persona fuera de este estado tiene
lugar durante el período, con-
forme a la legislación federal, in-
mediatamente anterior a dicha
elección.

(c) Una persona que, por lo demás,
reúna los requisitos para ser elec-
tor podrá votar en la circunscrip-
ción electoral de su la antigua
residencia de dicha persona, ya
sea en persona o mediante voto
por correo, aun cuando haya de-
jado de ser residente de dicha cir-
cunscripción durante el plazo
establecido por la ley inmediata-
mente anterior a las elecciones en
las que él o ella dicha persona
desee votar, siempre que su la
nueva residencia de dicha persona
se encuentre en otra circunscrip-
ción electoral del estado de
Kansas”.

○ Sí
○ No

PUBLIC NOTICE

Miss Stacey read “Lola Loves Stories” by Anna McQuinn
at Stevens County Library Circle Time September 16.
Everyone had a lot of energy and enjoyed playing the
crowd favorite guessing game! Circle Time is perfect for

ages birth through five years old. Registration is not 
required: simply show up at the library Wednesday 
mornings at 10:00 a.m. and get ready for a great time!

Hello everyone. What a
wonderful start to fall! I’ll
take all the nice weather
and rain we can get. This
week is Bingo Night! The
doors will open at 6:00
p.m. and the games begin
at 6:30. Concessions are
available with hot dogs,
nachos, popcorn, candy,
and drinks. The next
Grace and Gather meal is
on the 28th for 5:30-7:00
p.m. at the VFW. Then it
will be October! Our
dance is on the 10th with
Craig Stevens performing
and Ag1st Insurance as
the sponsor. We hope to
see you soon!

Menu
September 23 ...Chicken

..................Fried Steak
September 24 .........Pork

.............................Loin
September 25 .........Chili
September 24 .........Pork

.............................Loin
September 25 .........Chili
September 28 ...Chicken

.........................Pot Pie
September 29 ...Sausage

..............Gravy Biscuit
September 30 ......Sloppy

..................................Jo

Activities
Wednesday, September

23
Cards ..............12:30 p.m.
Thursday, September 24
Bingo Night......6:30 p.m.
Friday, September 25
Bingo ..............12:30 p.m.
Saturday, September 26
Cards ................6:00 p.m.
Thursday, September 24
Bingo Night......6:30 p.m.
Friday, September 25
Bingo ..............12:30 p.m.
Saturday, September 26
Cards ................6:00 p.m.
Monday, September 28
Grace and Gather
Table .............5:30-7 p.m.
Tuesday, September 29
Dominoes ......12:30 p.m.
Wednesday, September

30
Cards ..............12:30 p.m.
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GCCC and Newman University establish accelerated Criminal Justice Degree Pathway
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