
Legal  Publ icat ion  
(Published in The Johnson Pioneer, Thursday, June 25th, July 2, July 

9th 2026) 3X 

ideas, constructive criticism, 

and different perspectives. But 

there is a difference between 

offering solutions and simply 

criticizing from the sidelines. 

One helps move a community 

forward. The other rarely ac-

complishes much at all. 

The strongest communities 

have always been built by 

people willing to show up. 

They are built by individuals 

who volunteer for the difficult 

jobs, who spend their eve-

nings attending meetings, who 

organize events, raise money, 

mentor youth, coach teams, 

and serve on boards. They are 

built by people who under-

stand that making a communi-

ty better requires effort and 

that perfection is rarely possi-

ble when volunteers are carry-

ing the load. 

As I look around our com-

munities today, I think the 

greatest need is not necessari-

ly more ideas. It is more par-

ticipation. Most organizations 

would gladly welcome addi-

tional volunteers, additional 

perspectives, and additional 

help. In fact, many are desper-

ate for it. New faces, new en-

ergy, and new involvement 

are what keep communities 

healthy and moving forward. 

The next time an event isn't 

perfect or a detail gets over-

looked, it might be worth re-

membering how much work 

went into making it happen in 

the first place. More im-

portantly, it might be worth 

asking not why someone else 

didn't do more, but whether 

there is a way we can help 

next time. 

After all, communities are 

not built by spectators. They 

are built by people willing to 

roll up their sleeves, work 

together, and invest in some-

thing larger than themselves. 

Continued COLUMN, Page 2 POLICE BEAT 


