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New Kansas Bel l  To Bel l  Law  
By: Tyler Hook 
 
Kansas students will see 

new restrictions on cell 
phones and other personal 
electronic devices as they 
return to school for the 
2026-27 school year. 

The changes come from 
House Bill 2299, approved 
by the Kansas Legislature 
and signed into law by Gov. 
Laura Kelly. The law re-
quires public school dis-
tricts and accredited non-
public schools to adopt poli-
cies restricting students' use 
of personal electronic com-
munication devices 
throughout the school day. 

The restriction is essen-
tially "bell to bell." Stu-
dents generally cannot use 

personal devices from the 
beginning of the school day 
until dismissal, including 
during lunch, recess and 
passing periods. Devices 
brought to school must be 
turned off and stored where 
they are inaccessible to the 
student. 

The law covers more than 
cell phones. Personal tab-
lets, computers, smart-
watches, wireless head-
phones and earbuds can also 
fall under the restrictions. 
School-issued devices are 
excluded. 

Exceptions are allowed 
when use of a device is re-
quired by a student's IEP or 
Section 504 plan or is medi-
cally necessary. Schools 
must also provide students 

with a way to contact a par-
ent or guardian during the 
school day. 

The legislation also estab-
lishes new rules for social 
media communication be-
tween school employees 
and students. Employees 
generally may not privately 
or directly communicate 
with students through plat-
forms such as Snapchat, In-
stagram, Facebook, X or 
TikTok. Teachers also can-
not require students to use 
social media for assign-
ments or extracurricular ac-
tivities. 

 
Schools can still use ap-

proved social media ac-
counts to publicly share in-
formation about school ac-

tivities and events. 
Individual school boards 

are responsible for deter-
mining how the new re-
quirements will be enforced 
and what disciplinary con-
sequences will apply when 
students violate the rules. 

Kansas schools must cer-
tify to the State Board of 
Education by Sept. 1, 2026, 
that the required policies 
have been adopted. 

 
For parents and students, 

the biggest change is 
straightforward: once the 
school day begins, person-
al phones and similar de-
vices are expected to be 
turned off and put away 
until dismissal. 


