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O b ituaries

ST EPHEN “ST EV E” AKSAM IT
( 195 0 - 2026)

S t e ph e n
‘ S t e v e ’
Ak sam it, 7 6,
ofB ennington,
KS,w as called
hom e b y Ou r
Lov ing Fathe r
on T u e sday
April 21,
2026, in
W ic h ita, KS,
w ith his lov -
ing w ife of4 5
ye ars b y h is
side .

Ste v e w as b orn in Lu c as,KS,on April
13 ,195 0.He atte nde d Lu c as High Sc hool
and gradu ate d in 1968.In M arc h of1980,
Ste v e m e t De b b ie B laha,and b yM ayof
that year the tw o w e re e ngage d. T hey
w e re m arrie d on Au gu st 16, 1980, in
Salina,KS.Ste v e w as w e ll k now n arou nd
the B e nnington/Salina are a as the ‘Heat-
ing & Air Gu y’. He lov e d ow ning his
ow n b u sine ss “S & D Heating and Air
Conditioning”, b u t his tru e passion w as
his granddau ghte rAddison w ho w as b orn
in 2018.T he m om e nt Ste v e h e ld Addison,
that girl w as his w hole w orld.He w ou ld
do anything and e v e rything for his little
“Ange l T oot”.Ste v e w ou ld hav e th e b ig-
ge st sm ile on his fac e w h e n he w ou ld
talk w ith or se e Addison.

Y ou c ou ld se e Ste v e m e ssing arou nd
on his trac tors or spe nding tim e w ith

PUBLIC NOTICE
(First pu b lished in T he Lu c as-Sylv an New s,
T hu rsday,April 23 ,2026)3 t

NOT ICE OF PRIM ARY ELEC T ION

A Prim aryEle c tion w ill b e h e ld Au gu st
4 , 2026. C andidate s for th e follow ing
offic e s w ill b e nom inate d b y e ac h politi-
c al party w hic h has qu alified to partic i-
pate in the Prim ary Ele c tion:

One candidate for U nited State Senate

One c andidate for U nite d Stat e s
Hou se ofRepre se ntativ e s, 1st Distric t

One c andidate for Gov e rnor/Lt.Gov -
e rnor

One c andidate for Se c re tary ofState

One c andidate for Attorney Gene ral

Onc e c andidate for State T re asu re r

One c andidate for C om m issione r of
Insu ranc e

One c andidate for State Repre se nta-
tiv e , 109th Distric t

One c andidate for State B oard ofEdu -
c ation, 5 th Distric t

One c andidate for Distric t C ou rt
Ju dge , 20th Distric t, 1st Div ision

One c andidate for e ac h C ou nty Com -
m issione r Distric t,1st, 4 th,& 5 th

One c andidate for C le rk for e ac h of
the tw e lv e (12) tow nships:B ig C re e k ,
C e nte r, Fairfie ld, Fairv ie w , Grant, Lin-
c oln,Lu ray,Paradise ,Plym ou th,Ru sse ll,
W aldo,and W inte rse t.

And th e follow ing offic e rs w ill b e
e le c te d in EACH politic al party w hic h
has qu alified to partic ipate in the Pri-
m ary Ele c tion:

One Pre c inc t C om m itte e m an in e ac h
ofthe 27 Pre c inc ts.

One Pre c inc t C om m itte e w om an in eac h
ofthe 27 Pre c inc ts.

T he filing de adline for the se positions
is Ju ne 1,2026, at 12:00 noon.

IN T EST IM ONY W HEREOF,Ihe re to
se t m y hand and c au se to b e affixed m y
offic ial se al at Ru sse ll,Kansas,this 14 th
day April 2026.

s/KristiA.W hitm an
KristiA.W hitm an
C ou ntyEle c tion Offic e r
Ru sse ll C ou nty,Kansas
_ _ _ _ _ _ _

PUBLIC NOTICE
(First pu b lished in T he Lu c as-Sylv an New s,
T hu rsday,April 3 0,2026)1t

W ilson T e le phone C om pany, Inc ., db a
W ilson C om m u nications,is a qu alityte le -
c om m u nic ations se rv ic e prov ide r that
prov ide s b asic and e nhanc e d se rv ic e s at
re asonab le rate s w ithin its se rv ic e are a.

B asic se rv ic e s are offere d at th e follow -
ing rate s:

M onthly Rate s
Single PartyRe side nc e ..............$19.00
Single PartyB u sine ss................$22.00
State M andated Em ergency911 Serv ic e s
Eac h T e lephone Nu m b e r...........$0.90

W ilson C om m u nic ations (W C ) prov ide s
v oic e grade ac c e ss to th e pu b lic sw itc h e d
ne tw ork , ac c e ss to inte rexc hange c arri-
e rs,ac c e ss to loc al and long-distanc e op-
e rators and dire c tory assistanc e . Eac h
loc al exc hange se rv ic e line is prov ide d
w ith a prim ary dire c tory listing in the
annu al te lephone dire c torypu b lishe d b y
W C . W C ’s b asic loc al se rv ic e also pro-
v ide s ac c e ss to te le c om m u nic ations re -
lay se rv ic e and the ab ility to report se r-
v ic e prob le m s se v e n days a w e e k .

Low -inc om e indiv idu als su b sc rib ing to
re side nc e se rv ic e w ho are e ligib le for the
Life line te lephone assistanc e program w ill
re c e iv e a disc ou nt from the b asic loc al
c harge s and are e ligib le for toll lim ita-
tion at no c harge .For m ore inform ation
re garding th e se program s, ple ase c on-
tac t W C ’s b u sine ss offic e .

B asic se rv ic e s are offere d to all c onsu m -
e rs in the W C se rv ic e are a at th e rate s
and te rm s and c onditions spe c ifie d in
W ilson T e lephone C om pany Inc .’s tariff.
Ifyou hav e anyqu e stions re garding W C ’s
se rv ic e s, ple ase c ontac t u s b y te lephone
at (7 8 5 ) 65 8-2111 or toll-fre e 1+(800)
4 3 2-7 607 ; or b y e m ail t o
c u stom e rse rv ic e@w ilsonc om .u s. T his in-
stitu tion is an e qu al opportu nity pro-
v ide r and e m ploye r.

DENNIS A. C ROSS
(194 5 - 2026)

De nnis A.
Cross, Sylv an
Grov e , w as
b orn on Oc to-
b e r 12, 194 5 ,
in Algona,
Iow a, and
passe d aw ay
on April 22,
2026. His
pre se nc e left a
lasting m ark
on all w h o
k ne w him .

Dennis w as
a m an w ho lov e d de eply. He lov e d his
c hildren and grandc hildren ab ov e all e lse ,
and that lov e show e d in th e w ay h e
liv e d his life .He also had a spe c ial plac e
in his he art for anim als and a tru e ap-
pre c iation for art.He also had a lov e of
trav e l, e spe c ially to M exic o, w h e re h e
e njoyed spending tim e and expe rie nc ing
the c u ltu re .

A prou d gradu ate ofSylv an Grov e
High Sc hool,C lass of1963 ,Dennis w e nt
on to se rv e in the U nite d State s M arine
C orps du ring the V ie tnam W ar, w he re
h e w as aw arde d the Pu rple He art for
his se rv ic e and sac rific e .He late r e arne d
his b ac h e lor’s de gre e in ge ology from
California State U niv e rsity,Northridge —
ac c om plishm e nts that refle c te d his de di-
c ation,disc ipline ,and c u riosityab ou t th e
w orld.

He w as an av id ru nne r for m ost of
his life and e njoyed partic ipating in lo-
c al ru nning e v e nts, w hic h spok e to his
driv e and lov e ofstaying ac tiv e .

Dennis w as a prou d m e m b e r ofthe
Lions C lu b , th e Historic al Soc ie ty, and
the Art C e nte r,c onsiste ntlygiv ing b ac k
to th e c om m u nity he he ld c lose to his
he art.He w as w ide lyknow n for his m a-

Addison. He also lov e d his Harley and
enjoyed his b ik e ride s w ith his “Sonny”
M att.He w as also an av id K-State sports
fan, and he w ou ld alw ays hav e a gam e
on. He also lov e d his dau gh te r-in-law
and w ou ld hav e to giv e h e r a hard tim e
w he ne v e r he saw he r. Ste v e w as tru ly
lov e d b y his fam ily, and h e w ill b e
gre atly m isse d.

Ste v e is su rv iv e d b y his w ife De b b ie ,
his son and dau ghte r in law M atth e w
and Elic ia Ak sam it, his ‘darling sw e e t-
he art’ granddau ghte r Addison Ak sam it,
his siste r Irm a B e nda, b rothe r in law s,
DannyB laha,and M ark (B e v e rly)B laha,
siste r-in-law ,Nancy(Jim )T ow le r,Cou sin
M arilyn Kirk endallandfam ily,also m any
nie c e s and nephe w s.

Ste v e w as pre c e de d in de ath b y his
pare nts Edw ard and Alb ina (Krob oth)
Ak sam it, fath e r and m oth e r-in-law
C lare nc e and Donna B laha,his son An-
dre w Philip, his b roth e r-in-law Daryn
B laha,and his siste r-in-law Ju lie B laha.

V isitation w as at 4 -8 pm T h u rsday,
April 23 , 2026, at Ryan M ortu ary, 13 7
N 8th St. Salina,KS. T he Fu ne ral w as
at 10 am Friday,April 24 ,2026,also at
Ryan M ortu ary follow e d b y a b u rial at
Gypsu m Hill C e m e te ry,2020 E Iron Av e .
Salina,KS.

M e m orials m ay b e m ade to Salina
Share s or the Salina Re sc u e M ission in
c are ofRyan M ortu ary.

(Lu c as-Sylv an New s
April 3 0,2026)

_ _ _ _ _ _ _

sonry w ork , w ith his c raftsm anship v is-
ib le throu ghou t th e are a as a lasting
te stam e nt to his sk ill,pride ,and strong
w ork e thic .Dennis w as also de eplyhon-
ore d to se rv e on the Honor Gu ard and
firing squ ad w ith Am e ric an Le gion Post
3 5 9,paying his re spe c ts to fe llow v e te r-
ans at th e ir final re st.

M ore than anything, Dennis w ill b e
re m e m b e re d for w ho h e w as:a k ind,
hardw ork ing m an w ith a gre at se nse of
hu m or w ho c ou ld m ak e pe ople lau gh and
fe e l at hom e .

His le gacy liv e s on in his fam ily,his
se rv ic e ,his w ork ,and the c om m u nityhe
he lpe d b u ild.

He is su rv iv e d b y his c hildre n, Kati
(Ryley) He m b ry, Jak e (Je ssic a) C ross,
and M att (Kaye le e )C ross;Se rrina (B ran-
don)Sc hne ide r and Kylie Donley,w hom
he lov e d as his ow n;his grandc hildre n,
Kim b e r and Kalli Gardne r, W hitle y
He m b ry, Izaac Hanson, C h ase n and
Em ilia C ross,and T e nnyson Donley;his
siste rs, Jane t (Dale ) U rb an and Gina
B u rne tt;and his nie c e ,Korina U rb an.

He w as pre c e de d in de ath b yhis par-
ents,Le royand Esthe rC ross;his b rothe r-
in-law , Jim B u rne tt;and his nephe w ,
Shane U rb an.

He w ill b e de eply m isse d and ne v e r
forgotte n.

V isitation w ill tak e plac e from 1-7
p.m ., T h u rsday, April 3 0, 2026 at Hall
C hape l in Linc oln,KS.

A fu ne ral se rv ic e w ill b e h e ld at 10:00
a.m ., Friday, M ay 1, 2026 at Hall
C hape l w ith b u rial follow ing at Sylv an
Grov e C e m e te ry.

M e m orial c ontrib u tions c an b e m ade
to the Lincoln Art C enter,c/o,HallChape l,
PO B ox 3 7 , Linc oln, KS 67 4 5 5 . C ondo-
le nc e s c an b e left at hallc hape l.c om

(Lu c as-Sylv an New s
April 3 0,2026)

_ _ _ _ _ _ _

2026 Service
Academy Applications

Applic ations are now b e ing ac c epte d
for stu de nts inte re ste d in applying to a
U nite d State s Se rv ic e Ac ade m y for the
C lass of203 1.

Ac c ording to U .S. Se nator Je rry
M oran, one ofhis fav orite du tie s is ap-
pointing Kansans to the U .S. M ilitary
Acade m y in W e st Point in Ne w Y ork ,
U .S.Nav al Ac ade m y in Annapolis,M D,
U .S. Air Forc e Ac ade m y in C olorado
Springs,CO and the U .S.M e rc hant M a-
rine Ac ade m y in Kings Point,NY .

For th e list ofre qu ire m e nts and to
apply,v isit Se n.M oran's w e b site .Appli-
c ations are du e b y Septe m b e r 18, 2026.

After applications hav e b e e n re v ie w ed,
applic ants w ill b e notified ofinte rv ie w s
w ith th e Se rv ic e Ac ade m y Se le c tion
B oard.

KSHSAA B oard ofDire c tors Approv e s
Girls Flag Foot b all as Sanc tione d
SporT he Kansas State High Sc hool Ac -
tiv itie s Assoc iation B oard ofDire c tors
v ote d T h u rsday to add girls flag foot-
b all as an offic ial KSHSAA-sanc tione d
ac tiv ity, starting in the 2026-27 sc hool
year. Kansas is now the 18th state to
sanc tion the sport, w hic h w ill b e c on-
te ste d in the fall.

“T his is a gre at dayfor the KSHSAA
as ou r le ade rship b oard took de c isiv e
ac tion b y approv ing th e e xpansion of
program offerings to inc lu de girls flag
footb all,”Exe c u tiv e Dire c tor B ill Faflic k
said. “W e appre c iate th e le ade rship of
the B oard ofDire c tors, w ho faithfu lly
se rv e and refle c t th e de sire s ofm e m b e r-
ship in the se im portant de c isions. T he
KSHSAA also appre c iate s th e su pport of
the Kansas C ityC hiefs and othe r stak e -
holde rs w ho he lped b ring girls flag foot-
b all to Kansas.”

Girls flag footb allnow joins m ore than
tw o doze n sports and ac tiv itie s th at
KSHSAA m e m b e r sc hools offer stu de nts.
T he sport has b e e n offere d at th e c lu b
le v e l sinc e 2021, and 28 Kansas high

KSHSAA Board of Directors
approves Girls Flag Football as Sanctioned Sport

sc hools pilote d girls flag footb all pro-
gram s last ye ar, av e raging 24 athle te s
pe r roste r.

High sc hool te am s m ay play 6 to 10
re gu lar-se ason gam e s, w ith th e se ason
c onc lu ding w ith a KSHSAA state tou r-
nam e nt.Eac h m iddle sc hool te am is lim -
ite d to a m axim u m ofsix gam e s du ring
one se ason.

T he Gre ate r W ic hita Athle tic Le agu e
su b m itt e d th e proposal, and it w as
b rou ght forw ard b y B oard ofDire c tors
m e m b e rs Sara Ric hardson and C hris
Asm u sse n.

Flag footb all has its ow n ru le b ook
u nde r the National Fede ration ofState
High Sc hool Assoc iations (NFHS).M ark
Le ntz, KSHSAA assistant exe c u tiv e di-
re c tor, has se rv e d on th e NFHS ru le s
w riting c om m itte e ,and Je re m yHoladay,
assistant exe c u tiv e dire c tor, w ill sit in
Le ntz’s plac e afte r his re tire m e nt on Ju ly
1.

Additional de tails re garding c om pe ti-
tiv e c lassific ations,state tou rnam e nt for-
m at and im ple m e ntation gu ide line s w ill
b e c om m u nic ate d to m e m b e r sc hools in
the c om ing m onths.
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