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All pets adopted from the Emporia Animal Shelter must be spayed or neutered within 2 weeks.

“Pet of the Week” is a project of the H. Dale Buck Animal Welfare Memorial Fund. 

AREA CONTACT INFORMATION

The Buck Fund • PO Box 1613 • email: thebuckfund@hotmail.com• 620-343-3377

Prairie Paws Animal Shelter • HOURS: Mon-Sat 9-6 pm, Sun by appointment only 

1216 Hatcher St. • email: emporia@prairiepaws.org

Emporia Veterinary Hospital • 710 Anderson St. • 620-342-6515

Street Cats Club • email: info@ streetcatsclub.org • 620-366-1215 

2611 W. Hwy. 50 • Emporia

(620) 342-5502 • 800-800-7505

M-F 7 am - 8 pm

Sat 7 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

www.bluestemfarmandranch

841 Graphic Arts 
(620) 342-1650 • Emporia, KS

 • Custom framing • Ready-made Frames
 • Posters — Prints • Conservation Framing
 • Don’t Litter — Spay & Neuter Your Pets!

615 Commercial, 620•342•2008

ADVERTISE 

HERE!
Call Gazette advertising at 620-342-4803

or stop by 109 W. 6th Ave. Today!

PET OF THE WEEKPET OF THE WEEK
 THE BUCK FUND’S REDUCED 

COST SPAY/NEUTER PROGRAM 
IS STILL AVAILABLE.  

ALL OUTDOOR CATS AND  
LOW-INCOME HOUSEHOLD 

PETS QUALIFY. 

PREPAY BY PHONE  
OR IN PERSON AT:

Tigger - a young neutered Tigger - a young neutered 
male shorthair silver Tabbymale shorthair silver Tabby

Sally - a medium size white Sally - a medium size white 

spayed female Pit Bull mixspayed female Pit Bull mix

Lacey - a declawed spayed Lacey - a declawed spayed 

female Tabby & white housecatfemale Tabby & white housecat

For a complete list of pets available for adoption check the  For a complete list of pets available for adoption check the  

Emporia Kansas Animal Shelter page at Petfinder.comEmporia Kansas Animal Shelter page at Petfinder.com

SPAY AND NEUTER!

TALLGRASS ART 
& FRAME, 

615 COMMERCIAL,  

10-5 PM  

WED-FRI,  

10-3 PM  SAT

620-343-3377

Affordable   Convenient   Reliable

NEED A LIFT? 

WE’VE GOT YOU COVERED!

*Rides are provided on a first come-first serve basis.*

FUNDED IN PART BY THE KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATIONFUNDED IN PART BY THE KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

CONTACT US @ 620-343-4207 

THROUGHOUT LYON COUNTY AND THE GREATER AREA!

Ready to Roll? 

Call Today to Schedule Your 

Ride!

USD 252 ROUND-UP for Neosho 
Rapids Early Childhood Center 
and Olpe Early Childhood Center. 
We are accepting applications 
for enrollment for any children 
0-5 that need daycare and or 
preschool for 3-4 year olds.

We are also accepting 
applications for enrollment for 
the 2026-2027 school year for 
any incoming kindergartners.

Round-Up Dates: 

Olpe EC: Tuesday, 
March 24 - 6:00-7:30 p.m.
Neosho Rapids EC: Thursday, 
March 26 - 6:00-7:30 p.m.

Contact Laura at 
levins@usd252.org
Pride Tradition Excellence

620-392-5510

AUSTIN HOAGLAND

austin@emporia.com

The Emporia City Com-
mission approved an ordi-
nance to establish a Rein-
vestment Housing Incentive 
District (RHID) for the Cedar-
brook Meadows development, 
a new 124-home single-family 
residential subdivision locat-
ed near West 18th Avenue and 
Road G.

An RHID is a tax rebate 
mechanism for developers 
that allows for certain eligible 
infrastructure and develop-
ment costs to be reimbursed 
from incremental increases in 
property taxes. In this case, 
the RHID will capture those 
increases over 25 years.

City officials emphasized 
during the meeting that the 
city will not be obligated to 
reimburse costs beyond RHID 
revenue and will not fund the 
project directly. Assistant City 
Manager Tayler Wash said 
there will also be conversa-
tions about how to use RHID 
funds to improve the area 
around the development, with 
further discussion expected at 
future commission meetings.

Commissioners raised con-
cerns that the RHID is being 
established before an official 
development agreement has 
been signed. Wash said that 
if the agreement falls through 
and Cedarbrook Meadows is 
not built as planned, the city 
would have no obligation to 
continue with the RHID.

The city has already tak-
en several steps to move the 
project forward. The City 
Commission approved a pre-
liminary planned unit develop-
ment (PUD) in August 2025, 
overriding a recommendation 
by the Emporia Municipal 
Planning Commission.

The recommendation cen-
tered on minimum lot sizes, 
with the planning commission 
suggesting a 7,000-square-foot 
minimum. The City Commis-
sion approved the preliminary 
PUD with a minimum lot size 
of 6,240 square feet.

The ordinance was consid-
ered at this time because the 
city had scheduled Wednes-
day’s public hearing for the 
RHID in February. No public 
comments were made during 
the hearing, and the ordinance 
was approved.

Also during the meeting, 
commissioners approved an 
ordinance to rezone property 
at 1028 Whittier St. from com-
mercial to flex-use low. The 
rezoning will allow Merak De-
velopment LLC to demolish 
the former Abundant Harvest 
facility and build two new 
24-unit apartment complexes 

and a community food bank.
The new apartment build-

ings will supplement the exist-
ing units at the Whittier Apart-
ments complex.

Commissioner Monica 
Duncan raised a question 
about the placement of the 

community food bank build-
ing, noting that Abundant 
Harvest previously caused 
traffic issues in the area with 
long lines of cars waiting to 
receive food.

“They did provide us with 
a concept plan, and it is some-

thing we’ll definitely take into 
account,” Interim Director of 
Building and Neighborhood 
Development Justin Givens 
said. “But we can only do so 
much. If there are 500 cars 
going over there, we’re go-
ing to have issues no matter 
how much space they have.”

Other actions taken 

during the meeting includ-
ed approval of a city annex-
ation at 600 Overlander St., 
approval of a Kansas De-
partment of Transportation 
agreement for a milling and 
overlay project on U.S. High-
way 50, and an equipment 
lease-purchase agreement 
for a 2026 Ford Maverick XL 

AWD totaling $31,349.
KDOT will provide 

$400,000 for construction 
and construction engineer-
ing on the U.S. Highway 50 
milling and overlay project. 
The city estimates its share 
at approximately $300,000, 
to be paid from its portion of 
the countywide sales tax.

CITY APPROVES INCENTIVE DISTRICT FOR NEW HOUSING DEVELOPMENT

The Cedarbrook Meadows project is set to move forward with the creation of an RHID

AUSTIN HOAGLAND/GAZETTE


