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Do Ya Really Wanna Know
flicknermyron@gmail.com

I watched a movie on video recently entitled “Pay it 
Forward.”  If you didn’t see the movie, it was about a young 
boy who, as an assignment, comes up with an idea to 
improve society or the world and that idea is in the form of 
Pay it Forward. 

The “Pay it Forward” concept is where one person does 
something significant to change the lives of three people, 
who then pass on the concept to three more people, adding 
to a cumulative effort to change society.

Child advocates from throughout Kansas heard a message 
of affection and respect from Peter Yarrow (formerly of Peter, 
Paul and Mary) and his daughter Bethany (musician and 
filmmaker) in celebration of Children’s Advocacy Day several 
years ago in Topeka with the theme “Paying it Forward for 
Kansas Kids.” Yarrow, long known for his commitment to 
social change, has been instrumental in addressing issues 
such as hunger, homelessness, education, equal rights and 
nuclear threat.  His most recent project, Operation Respect:  
“Don’t Laugh at Me,” has been applauded by the American 
educational community for responding to the challenge of 
physical and emotional violence among children.

The “Pay it Forward” concept has intrigued me in the 
manner of what if this plan actually worked and why not.  
What would it take for someone to recognize a need in 
someone else and then find a way of meeting that need?  
In the movie, and addict, who was the first person to be 
assisted in the film, finds a women on a bridge contemplating 
ending her life and manages to coax her into a cup of coffee 
and in the end run, save her life.

How many people do we see on a daily basis that are in 
desperate need of something?  I’m not talking monetary...
I’m talking physical, social, even spiritual needs.  Monetary 
charity is not always the answer when there are other needs 
to be fixed.  Intervention at an all too significant crossroads 
can go a long way in restoring a person’s faith in the human 
race and possibly make such a difference in their life that it 
effects others as well.

Clay Walker recorded a song of similar topic entitled “Chain 
of Love” where the initial recipient of charitable service 
eventually returned the favor in kind unknowingly to the 
wife of the person who had helped her.  Other than being a 
beautiful song, the message is the same in that which you 
can do for others eventually comes back to you tenfold.

My goal is to encourage people of this community and any 
other community to be aware of the needs of others and to 
look for signs that a person could use a helping hand or a cup 
of coffee or spiritual guidance or even monetary assistance.  
Needs vary in our complex society and often times those in 
the greatest need of assistance don’t know how to ask for 
help and intervention from an outside source, although not 
requested, goes a long way in making someone’s life a little 
more livable.

Go ahead, “Pay it Forward” by recognizing someone’s 
needs and meet them.  It’s not supposed to be easy...that’s 
the whole idea.  “Pay it Forward” and then encourage that 
person to not let the “Chain of Love” end with them, they too 
need to be aware of their opportunity to pass on assistance or 
guidance as needed.  What a world it would be if everybody 
was watching your back!


