
 

The Hanover Homecoming king and queen were Kadrick Cohorst and Gracie Bruna, middle. The other candidates in the 
homecoming court were Brody Sedlacek and Drew Bruna, left, and Max Dragastin and Kennedy Cohorst, right. Kinder-
garten attendants were Louie Dragastin and Emmy Jensen.        Photo by AMANDA COOK

New sport classifications released
Clifton-Clyde moves to 2A, Linn up to 1A-1

Volleyball postseason 
placements listed

Cross country runners learn 
of regional race locations

HOMECOMING ROYALTY

Hospital board discusses 
doctor coming in 2027

Cell phone violations 
limited so far at USD 108

Voter registration 
ends on Oct. 13

County attorney stepping 
down to bring private law 
firm expansion to county
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The Washington 
County Hospital Board 
of Directors met Sept. 
21. The open session 
portion of the meeting 
lasted 16 minutes fol-
lowed by 40 minutes of 
executive sessions.

During the meeting 
CEO Roxanne Schottel 
said Dr. Kyle McGatlin 
is on schedule to be-
gin seeing patients in 
Washington in August 
2027. She said she has 
been working on plans 
for his arrival includ-
ing making sure he has 
a nurse and advertising 
is completed before he 

arrives.
The hospital board 

and CEO met with Mc-
Gatlin for 1.5 hours in 
executive session on 
Aug. 24 for contract ne-
gotiations. 

In other business 
from the September 
meeting:

• Schottel said TK El-
evator has the elevator 
up and running, and 
Apple Roofing was sup-
posed to be there the 
week of the meeting to 
replace the membrane 
and add additional 
slope to the hospital 
roof to help with water 
leaks. 

See DOCTOR pg 4
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County attorney Eliz-
abeth Baskerville Hilt-
gen said at this week’s 
Board of County Com-
mission meeting that 
she plans to step down 
as county attorney at 
the end of the calendar 
year. She said she will 
become a partner at a 
Salina law firm but will 
continue to have an of-
fice in Washington and 
work in Washington a 
majority of the time. 

“Serving as Wash-
ington County Attor-
ney has been one of 
the great honors of my 
career, and choosing 
to step down was not a 
decision I made light-
ly,” she told the Wash-
ington County News. 

“Joining Kennedy Berk-
ley enables me to con-
tinue serving this com-
munity in a new way. 
As part of a full-service 
firm with offices across 
Kansas, I’ll be able to 
bring a broader range 
of legal services to area 
families, farmers, and 
businesses right here 
at home, from estate 
planning and farm and 
ranch succession to real 
estate, business, bank-
ing, employment, and 
family matters, with a 
team of attorneys be-
hind me. My hope is 
that now more than 
ever the residents of 
Washington County 
and surrounding areas 
can stay close to home 
for their legal needs.”

See HILTGEN pg 3
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USD 108 – Wash-
ington County school 
officials had confiscat-
ed about nine student 
devices in the first few 
weeks of school due to 
policy violations. High 
school principal Jor-
dan Carlson told the 
Board of Education at 
the September meeting 
that two of the devic-
es were Bluetooth ear 
buds, two were watch-
es, and about five were 
cell phones. She said 
two of the cell phones 
were discovered when 
searching bags for va-
pes. She said adminis-

tration is not otherwise 
searching bags for cell 
phones. 

Carlson said at the 
September meeting that 
she had heard “zero” 
teachers who were 
complaining about cell 
phones or seeing stu-
dents with cell phones. 

“Kids are talking at 
lunch, and after lunch 
now,” she said of the 
results of the statewide 
cell phone ban. 

In other business at 
the Sept. 14 meeting:

• The board accepted 
the resignation of Greg 
Metz as assistant bowl-
ing coach.

See PHONE pg 3
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Voter registration 
ends at the end of the 
business day next week 
on Oct. 13 for the Nov. 
3 general election. Peo-
ple must be registered 
to vote by then to vote 
in this general election. 
People must be a U.S. 
citizen, a resident of 
Kansas, and be 18 years 
old before election day 
to register to vote. A 
photo ID will be re-

quired to vote. 
People wanting to 

register to vote should 
contact the county 
clerk’s office. 

Early voting for those 
wanting to vote inper-
son in the courthouse is 
scheduled to begin next 
week on Wednesday, 
Oct. 14. That voting will 
be allowed in the court-
house during regular 
business hours until 
noon on Monday, Nov. 
2. People must bring a 
photo ID to vote. 

Clifton-Clyde joins Wash-
ington County in Class 2A, 
Linn moves to 1A-I

Clifton-Clyde and Linn 
moved up a division in the 
new classifications released 
recently by the Kansas State 
High School Activities Asso-
ciation.

Clifton-Clyde will join 
Washington County in Class 
2A, while Linn moves from 
Class 1A, Div. II to 1A-DII. 
Hanover will stay in 1A-DII.

The classifications are 
assessed annually for all 
non-football sports and ac-

tivities and are based on stu-
dents in grades 9-12.

Washington County, with 
an enrollment of 109 stu-
dents in grades 9-12, and Clif-
ton-Clyde, with 107, are both 
in Class 2A for 2026-27. The 
Class 2A enrollment range is 
102 to 162 students.

The other two Washing-
ton County schools remain 
in Class 1A. Linn reported an 
enrollment of 69 students, 
while Hanover has 65. Class 
1A includes schools with en-
rollments of 16 through 102.

Linn is the 47th-largest 

school among the state’s 112 
Class 1A schools, while Ha-
nover is 57th. That places 
the two schools on opposite 
sides of the midpoint of Class 
1A, which is significant for 
two teams who have faced 
each other in girls basketball 
and volleyball championship 
games in Class 1A-DII the last 
couple years.

The Twin Valley League as 
a whole continues to span 
Class 2A and 1A.

See CLASS pg 4

Postseason assign-
ments for volleyball 
have been announced 
for Washington Coun-
ty’s schools following 
the release of the new 
KSHSAA classifica-
tions.

In volleyball, Wash-
ington County and 
CliftonClyde will both 
compete in Class 2A 
but have been sent in 
opposite directions for 
regional play.

Washington County 
has been assigned to 
Class 2A Regional 1, 
which will be played 

Oct. 19. 
Washington Coun-

ty is joined in the 
17school regional by 
Atchison County, Cair 
Paravel, Doniphan 
West, Horton, Jack-
son Heights, Jefferson 
County North, Kansas 
City Christian, Maur 
HillMount Academy, 
McLouth, Mission 
Valley, Oskaloosa, 
Rossville, St. Marys, 
Valley Falls, Valley 
Heights and Wabaun-
see.

See VBALL pg 3

Washington Coun-
ty and Clifton-Clyde 
cross country run-
ners won’t have far to 
travel for postseason 
competition, while 
Hanover’s sole runner 
will make a consider-
ably longer trip.

The Kansas State 
High School Activities 
Association has as-
signed both Washing-
ton County and Clif-
ton-Clyde to the Class 
2A regional meet at 
the Belleville Country 
Club on Saturday, Oct. 
24. Republic County 

High School will host 
the meet, which be-
gins at 10:30 a.m.

Hanover, compet-
ing in Class 1A, has 
been assigned to the 
regional at Cheney 
Lake’s Spring Creek 
Playground. Pretty 
Prairie High School 
will host the Oct. 24 
meet, which begins at 
10 a.m.

The assignments 
follow the release of 
new  KSHSAA  classi-
fications   that   placed 

See CROSS pg 3

The Washington County Homecoming king and queen were Michael Peterson and Macie Gepner. The other royalty can-
didates were Tanner Baker and Anna Goeckel, left, and Eli Crome and Kelly Annunziato, right. Kindergarten attendants 
were Cameron Hubbard and Janie Walter.            Photo by DAN THALMANN / WCN
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Farmers Cooperative
Wheat $6.87
Milo $4.20
Soybeans $12.30
Corn $4.59

Palmer Grain
Wheat 
Soybeans Not available
Corn 

Central Valley Ag
 The Junction

Wheat $6.65
Milo $4.02
Soybeans $12.16
Corn $4.47

Grain bids are from market closing 

on Monday (Price per bushel)

Grain Bids

Weather Record
Date                 2025    2026
 Hi Lo Hi Lo
Tues., Sept. 29  89 52    78 62
Wed., Sept. 30   84 59    75 64
Thur., Oct. 1       80 58    71 66
Fri., Oct. 2          84 60    68 58
Sat., Oct. 3        88 59    70 47 
Sun., Oct. 4       88 59    77 45
Mon., Oct. 5      86 65    76 49

Precipitation taken at 7am daily 

by the Washington Power Plant

Week’s precip: 3.30”

Total for Oct.: 1.90”

Average Oct. total: 2.18”

Total for 2026: 37.21”

Avg. total through Oct.: 29.69

staff members
Dan Thalmann, owner/publisher • editor@bluevalley.net

Jen Thalmann, owner/ad manager • jen@bluevalley.net

Cynthia Scheer, managing editor • CynthiaScheer24@outlook.com

The Washington 
County News was the 
winner of the Kansas 
Press Association’s 

Awards of Excellence 
Sweepstakes Award for 
mid-sized weeklies in 
2015, 2016 and 2019, 

third in 2017 and second 
in 2018. Best Weekly in 
Mid-Sized Circulation 

Division in 2021.
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Palmer, KS 66962

Phone: (785) 692-4252
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The Washington County News 
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WASHINGTON COUNTY

COMMISSION
The Board of Washington County Commis-

sion met Oct. 5. Present were Scott Zabokrtsky, 
1st District Commissioner, Arthur Schottel 
2nd District Commissioner, Raleigh Ordoyne, 
3rd District Commissioner, and Diana Svanda, 
county clerk. 

The meeting was called to order at 8:15 a.m. 
There was no consent agenda. 

Ryan Kern, ED/Tourism director, report-
ed he will create an ad for holiday events. The 
board went into executive session under confi-
dential data to discuss financial affairs for 20 
minutes and to include Ryan. After returning 
to open session, no action was taken.

Jimmy Workman, Road & Bridge, said this 
last week they hauled rock, filled potholes, and 
cleared log jam at the Hanover river bridge.

Randy Hubbard, EM director, submitted 
Resolution 08-2026 for State of Local Disas-
ter Emergency, which the board approved. The 
board went into executive session under secu-
rity exception to discuss security cameras and 
to include Randy for 15 minutes. After return-
ing no action taken.

Tanya Paul, DVACK, read a Proclamation 
on Domestic Violence, and the commissioners 
voted to proclaim October as domestic violence 
awareness month. 

Elizabeth Hiltgen joined the meeting. The 
board went into executive session under Attor-
ney-Client Privilege to discuss considering ac-
tion for employee investigation for 20 minutes 
and to include Elizabeth. After returning no ac-
tion was taken. The board went into executive 
session for 5 minutes under Attorney-Client 
to discuss preliminary contract and to include 
Elizabeth. After returning no action was taken.

The board adjourned at 10:19 a.m. 

-- Unofficial minutes written by Svanda

OBITUARIES
Richard Adee

Richard 
Adee, 90, 
of Bruce, 
South Da-
kota, went 
home to 
meet his 
Heavenly Father on 
Sept. 30, 2026. A gen-
tle, humble man with a 
servant’s heart, Rich-
ard lived a life deeply 
rooted in faith, a quiet 
dedication to his work, 
and a profound, abid-
ing love for his family. 

Born on Dec. 29, 
1935, in Arnold, Neb., 
Richard was intro-
duced to beekeeping 
by his father and un-
cles during his youth-a 
simple family pursuit 
that blossomed into a 
lifelong calling. Richard 
attended Kansas State 
University in Manhat-
tan and North Park 
College in Chicago, Illi-
nois. In 1957, along side 
his brother Stanley, he 
began building what 
would become Adee 
Honey Farms in Bruce, 
South Dakota. Follow-
ing a devasting truck 
accident that claimed 
his brothers life in 1959, 
Richard quietly shoul-
dered his grief and 
pressed forward, driven 
by a deep desire to hon-
or Stanley’s memory.

That same year, he 
married his high school 
sweetheart and the love 
of his life, Alice Berg-
strom. For 68 years, 
Richard and Alice 
walked hand-n-hand 
through life, building 
a family defined by 
warmth, devotion, and 
grace. Though Rich-
ard’s dedication and 
vision helped to grow 
Adee Honey Farms into 
a nationally recognized 
name, he never lost his 
grounded, unassuming 
nature. He viewed his 
work not as a quest for 
accolades, but as a dai-
ly blessing. He loved 
what he did every sin-
gle day, finding Joy in 
the simple rhythm of 
the outdoors and trea-
suring the colleagues, 
friends and community 
members he shared it 
with. Beyond his own 
business, he quietly ad-
vocated for the broader 
beekeeping communi-
ty, working tirelessly 
to protect the craft and 
the people and devoted 
to it. Richard served on 
many boards, He was 
a founding member of 
the American Honey 
Producers Association 
and served in many po-

sitions to include Pres-
ident for many years. 
Other boards included 
the Brookings Wes-
leyan Church board, 
Sioux Valley School 
board, National Honey 
Board, South Dakota 
Beekeepers Association 
and numerous industry 
boards. Yet, for all his 
accomplishments, his 
truest legacy was the 
love he poured into his 
family. He was a pillar 
of strength, kindness, 
and patience-a man 
whose gently spirit 
and steadfast love for 
the Lord carried him 
through 90 beautiful 
years. 

He is survived by 
his beloved wife, Al-
ice (Bergstrom) Adee; 
his sons, Bret (Connie) 
Adee and Kelvin (Dar-
la) Adee; his daughter, 
Marla (Craig) Hoyer; 11 
grandchildren; and 18 
great-grandchildren. 

Richard was proceed-
ed in death by parents, 
Vernon and Mae Adee; 
siblings, Robert Adee, 
Donna Brown, Stane-
ly Adee and VernaMae 
Johnson.

Richard was deeply 
cherished by everyone 
who knew him. While 
his physical presence 
will be missed beyond 
measure by his fami-
ly, they take profound 
peace and comfort in 
knowing that because of 
God’s promise, they will 
be reunited with him in 
Heaven someday.

Faith was an import-
ant part of Richard and 
Alice’s life and their 
journey to follow the 
bees around the coun-
try led them to wor-
ship in many different 
church communities 
to include Brantford 
Covenant of Kansas, 
Brookings Wesleyan 
Church of South Dako-
ta, Woodville Baptist of 
Mississippi, Kihei Bap-
tist and Calvary Baptist 
of Maui, and most re-
cently Bible Baptist of 
South Dakota.

A family visitation 
service will be held on 
Thursday, Oct. 8, at 
Eidness Funeral Home 
from 5 to 7 p.m. A fu-
neral service will be 
Friday, Oct. 9, at Grace-
point Wesleyan Church 
at 10:30 a.m. Lunch 
will be served follow-
ing the funeral. Intern-
ment will take place at 
Elmwood Cemetery in 
Bruce, South Dakota.
Washington County News • Oct. 8, 2026

Norman 
E. Stewart, 
age 97, of 
Washing-
ton, died 
Wednes-
day, Sept. 
30, 2026, 
at the 
Com-
munity 
Memorial 
Hospital 
in Marysville.

Visitation was Sun-
day, Oct. 4, from 3 to 6 
p.m. at Ward Funeral 
Home in Washington, 
with the family present 
to receive friends.

A funeral service was 
10:30 a.m. Monday, 
Oct. 5, at Washington 
Christian Church, with 
Pastor Eli Sweany offi-
ciating.  Diana Enfield 
and Skyler Manning 
were the musicians, 
and hymn selections 
were "Victory in Jesus," 
"When We All Get To 
Heaven" and "I'll Fly 
Away."

Pallbearers were Ty 
Stewart, Casey Habr, 
Stewart Manning, Scott 
Manning, Skyler Man-
ning, Robert Spence, 
Brian Spence and David 
Deters.

Burial was in the 
Washington City Cem-
etery.

Norman was born 
Jan. 6, 1929, on his 
mother’s birthday in 
rural Charleston Town-
ship in Washington 
County, Kansas, to Ray-
mond and Ethel Fay 
(Tegethoff) Stewart. 
He attended Emmons 
Country School up to 
8th grade and then 
graduated from Wash-
ington High School in 
1946.

He married his high 
school sweetheart, 
Wanda Lee Boston, 
on Oct. 1, 1950, on a 
very rainy day at the 
Washington Christian 
Church. To this union, 
four children were 
born: Ruth Ann, Gay 
Lynn, Kathy and Paul. 
Norman and Wanda 
celebrated more than 
50 years of marriage 
before she passed away 
on Aug. 8, 2001.

Norman proudly 
served his country in 
the U.S. Army during 
the Korean Conflict. 
Following his honor-
able discharge, he was 
eager to return home 
to his young wife and 
farm.

Farming was more 
than Norman’s liveli-
hood. It was something 
he truly loved. He en-
joyed caring for the 
land and tending to his 
animals throughout his 
life. He was a member 
of the Washington FFA 
and Hi-Y Christian Club 
all four years of high 
school. As a young man, 
Norman was a member 
of the Busy Bee 4-H 
Club. Over the years, 
he and Wanda loved 
square dancing, play-
ing in a pinochle group, 
and enjoyed a special 
25th anniversary trip to 
Hawaii with his sister, 
Sylvia and Neil.

Norman was a life-
long member of the 
Washington Christian 
Church, where he faith-
fully served as chairman 
of the board, trustee, 
deacon, and elder. He 
also served on the First 
National Bank Board 
for 24 years, C&W Elec-
tric Board from 1963-
1969, a member of the 
Kansas Livestock As-
sociation, and was a 
lifelong member of the 
American Legion and 
VFW. He was awarded 
the Third Generation 
FFA Alumni Award 
in 2013. Norman was 
instrumental in pre-
serving a piece of local 
history by helping to 
get the Emmons Coun-
try School moved into 
downtown Washington.

He farmed along-
side his son, Paul, and 
grandson Ty. The fam-
ily farmed north of 
Washington, raising 
cattle, including long-
horns.

Norman married 
Marcella Holbrook on 
Jan. 1, 2003, and was 
blessed by sharing 23 
years of marriage and 
being a part of the Hol-
brook family.

Over the last five 
years he has resided at 
Blue Valley Health and 
Rehabilitation in Blue 
Rapids. He especially 
enjoyed Marcella com-
ing down to share Bin-
go Day, watch Wheel of 
Fortune, a good rodeo, 
or just listen to some 
good polka music on 
Molly B. He cherished 
visits from all his family 
and friends.

He was preceded in 
death by his parents, 
Ray and Fay Stew-
art; spouses, Wanda 
Stewart and Marcel-
la Holbrook; brother, 
Adelbert Stewart and 
niece, Shari Ann Stew-
art; brother, Conrad 
Stewart; sister-in-law, 
JoAnn Boston; and 
great-grandson, Whit-
ley Ray Stewart.

Survivors include 
his four children, Ruth 
Ann Finlayson (Keith) 
of Gypsum, Kansas, 
Gay Lynn Manning 
(Mike) of Washington, 
Kathy Spence (Steve) 
of Porter, Texas, and 
Paul Stewart (Susan) 
of Washington; sister, 
Sylvia Baird (Neil) of 
Overland Park, Kan-
sas; brother-in-law, 
Darel Boston of Nor-
ton, Kansas; sisters-
in-law, Lavone Stew-
art, Deanna Balthazor, 
and Gena Ketter; 12 
grandchildren; 22 
great-grandchildren; 7 
great-great-grandchil-
dren; and many nieces 
and nephews.

A memorial fund has 
been established in 
Norman’s name and it 
will be shared with the 
Washington Christian 
Church and communi-
ty. Contributions may 
be sent in care of Ward 
Funeral Home, P.O. 
Box 157, Washington, 
KS 66968.
Washington County News • Oct. 8, 2026

Norman Stewart

VeteranVeteran

Mary Alice Pacey
Mary 

Alice 
Pacey, 96, 
of Wash-
ington, 
died Oct. 
2, 2026, 
at Washington County 
Hospital.

A funeral service 
will be at 1 p.m., Sat-
urday, Oct. 10, at the 
First United Methodist 
Church in Washing-
ton, with Pastor Dianna 
Webster officiating.

She was born Dec. 18, 
1929, to Farel and Mar-
ian (Ward) Lobaugh at 
the family home. She 
was the last baby de-
livered by Dr. William 
Earnest.

She attended Wash-
ington schools and 
graduated in 1947 as 
valedictorian of her 
class. She attended the 
University of Kansas, 
graduating from the 
College of Liberal Arts 
and Sciences with a ma-
jor in sociology.

Throughout her early 
career, she worked for 
the Wichita Communi-
ty Chest; H.L. Hunt, the 
legendary oilman, in 
Dallas, Texas; a news-
paper in Manhattan, 
and the U.S. Army at 
Fort Riley. She later 
worked for Louis Wal-
ter & Co., a manufac-
turer of ladies' suits and 
coats in Kansas City, 
Mo.

On Oct. 21, 1956, she 
married Leonard Mar-
vin Pacey. 

In 1964, she became 
licensed as an abstrac-
tor of titles in Wash-

ington County. She 
and Marvin developed 
a complete abstract 
plant over the following 
year, and she continued 
working in the profes-
sion until 1977.

She was a longtime 
member of the First 
United Methodist 
Church of Washington. 
She was also a mem-
ber of Chapter AN of 
the P.E.O. Sisterhood, 
where she served as an 
officer for many years, 
and was a member of 
the Daughters of the 
American Revolution. 
While attending the 
University of Kansas, 
she was a member of 
Alpha Phi, Gamma Del-
ta Chapter.

She was an active 
member of the Wash-
ington County Histori-
cal Society. She served 
on the original board 
of Colonial Acres and 
was also a member of 
the Library Board. She 
spent several years as a 
member of the Historic 
Fashion Group and vol-
unteered with Meadow-
lark Hospice.

She was preceded in 
death by her parents; 
her husband, Marvin, 
in 2003; and an infant 
sister.

A memorial fund has 
been established for the 
First United Methodist 
Church or the Washing-
ton County Historical 
Society.Contributions 
may be sent in care of 
Ward Funeral Home, 
115 West 2nd St., Wash-
ington, KS 66968.
Washington County News • Oct. 8, 2026
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OCT. IS COOPERATIVE MONTH
We’re giving away 5 prizes every Friday! Complete this 

puzzle & submit to our office for a chance to win.  

Drop it off or mail to: 1559 Pony Express Hwy., 
Home, KS 66438 • Fax it: 785.799.3530 • Email it: 
news@bluevalleyinc.net 

AXTELL
BAILEYVILLE
BEATTIE
BERN
BLAINE
BLUE RAPIDS
BREMEN

CENTRALIA
FOSTORIA
FRANKFORT
GOFF
HANOVER
HOME
KELLY

LINN
MARYSVILLE
OKETO
ONAGA
PALMER
SUMMERFIELD
VERMILLION

VLIETS
WASHINGTON
WATERVILLE
WATERVILLE
WESTMORELAND
WHEATON
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70 YEARS OF TOWNS

DONUT DAY - DONUTS BY MINNIE’S KITCHEN!

CONNECTED NOW

CONNECTED THEN

A I J G P E R G E I F C K W B P L B

Q Z R C V L B N O T G N I H S A W N

B S U M M E R F I E L D W E D L I Q

J H X N S G H R N D Q T D A G M N I

U N R O P D O A E P H O E T C E I G

A L G Y T A R N U Y M A K O F R F N

J M Z U V E C K M D C H T N G S R W

S Y A C T O K F T F S J M E Q I E B

A N I F B S V O N A G A B T P B D A

M J L C Q L J R E Q H I J V C O N I

F L A K I O U T Z B D Z A U Y F Y L

N A R E W K N E M E R B K E L R L E

D M T I F N H T R L F A E T J V C Y

N S N O N E B I M A D L M A A P T V

A C E P A H P Q B D P B W P T E L I

L E C J X I Z N H N W I D M K T A L

E L A K K V R T M E R A D B Q C I L

R L F O R E S O G Z R E I S G J D E

O I T E B N L Y T X L C V N G L O G

M V C U J L S L X S Q B A O Z N K I

T S I G E Q A C Y T O C F W N H D R

S Y N T A E D I O Y D F G P M A G A

E R X R O U L Z N S B Q U E M O H K

W A T E R V I L L E K X I T U P K I

P M L B X D N O I L L I M R E V B V

B Q H F K P N E H D R M F L D P H O

Join us for a Drive Thru Donut Day
Friday, October 30
7 - 10 a.m. • West Parking Lot
Drawings & Prizes!

Mark Uhlik - broker

Several
Outbuildings

Hardwood Floors

mark@midwestlandandhome.commark@midwestlandandhome.commark@midwestlandandhome.com

3 Bedrooms

w w w . M i d w e s t L a n d a n d H o m e . c o m

878 15  ROAD - MORROWVILLE, KSTH

2 Bathrooms 8.70 +/- 
Acre Lot

Spacious Living Areas 1-Car Attached
Garage

Full Walkout
Basement

Pass Through
Kitchen 

785.747.8568

Open House!
O

p

e

n

 House!Open House!
Saturday, October 10th

10:00 AM - 12 :00 PM

Termites

   Insects

      Rodents

FREE

INSPECTIONS

276 Frontier Rd., Bremen, KS
888-762-2622  •  785-337-2827

Scott & Ryan Drinkgern

United

Pest Control

Protect the Things That Matter Most

Justin Dragastin          117 C St - Washington         785-325-2263
Jordan Wyatt     1109 Crawford St - Clay Center     785-510-6665
Jeff Widen          117 East 6th St - Concordia           785-262-4464

www.dragastinagency.com
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• The board accept-
ed the donations of 
$600 from Lions Club 
to the band and $200 
from Faith Connection 
Church to the district 
for paper usage during 
Faith Friends. 

• Nobody from the 
public attended the rev-
enue neutral hearing or 
the budget hearing, and 
the board approved the 
2026-2027 budget and 
adopted the 2026-2027 
LOB resolution. 

• Board member Ryan 
Kern thanked admin-
istration for allowing 
some students and the 

band to attend the 9/11 
ceremony on the court-
house lawn. 

• Kern said he thought 
the district needed to of-
fer annual athletic pass-
es in future years for 
convenience of patrons 
if the district wanted 
to encourage people 
to come to games. Ad-
ministration said 13 
season passes were sold 
last year, and 12 annu-
al passes were sold the 
year before that. The 
passes are good only for 
home games. Carlson 
said the passes cannot 
be offered at a discount 
and would have to be 
sold at the gate rate. 

• Carlson said the 
high school volleyball 
team has chosen to 
give up JV this season, 
primarily due to player 
numbers.

• Carlson said eight 
seniors are in work-
based learning in the 
afternoons, which is 
more students in that 
program than in re-
cent years. She said she 
thought the work-based 
learning was “very ben-
eficial for those stu-
dents” because it was 
a great incentive for 
students to have better 
behavior. “They’ve been 
nothing short of an-
gels,” she said of those 

students’ behavior in 
the mornings. 

• Athletic director 
Ryan Sanneman said 
the Hudl cameras 
have been installed for 
games. He said it has 
been a long and chal-
lenging process to get 
the cameras installed 
and working correct-
ly. The district paid a 
$9,000 subscription fee 
for Hudl. 

• Elementary Princi-
pal Amy Hoover said 
there is a new after 
school program creat-
ed for K-12 students to 
have homework help 
for 30 minutes after 
school beginning Sept. 

1. Teacher aide Jacque 
Keating is running the 
program, which quali-
fies the district to again 
offer an end of day snack 
to all students now that 
PowerZone has ended. 
The program is Monday 
through Thursday and 
was averaging five stu-
dents per night.

• The PTO purchased 
materials for the new 
wooden Gaga ball pit 
that Dan Ditmars built 
on the playground. The 
pit is very popular with 
students, Hoover told 
the board. 

• Superintedent De-
nise O’Dea told the 
board that board mem-

bers set goals about ev-
ery five years, and she 
wanted the board to 
begin thinking of goals 
to discuss at a meeting 
this fall. Board presi-
dent Rod Stewart said 
he thought a special 
meeting was needed 
just to focus on board 
goals, but when admin-
istration struggled to 
find an available day 
this fall, the board de-
cided to work on the 
goals at the November 
meeting but devote the 
majority of the meeting 
to goals. 

Phone
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Washington County 
and Clifton-Clyde in 
Class 2A and Hanover 
in Class 1A. In cross 
country, there is no 
Class 1A split.

Several other Twin 
Valley League schools 
will join Washing-
ton County and Clif-
ton-Clyde at Belleville. 
Valley Heights is also 
assigned to the Class 2A 
regional.

The Belleville field 
includes Belle Plaine, 
Bennington, Classi-
cal School of Wichita, 
Clifton-Clyde, Conway 
Springs, Ell-Saline, El-
linwood, Herington, 

Hoxie, Hutchinson 
Trinity Catholic, In-
man, Marion, Medicine 
Lodge, Moundridge, 
Oakley, Oxford, Phil-
lipsburg, Plainville, Re-
public County, Sacred 
Heart, Sedgwick, Smith 
Center, Solomon, Stan-
ton County, Sterling, 
Sublette, Thomas More 
Prep-Marian, Trego 
Community, Valley 
Heights, Washington 
County, Wichita Coun-
ty and Wichita Central 
Christian Academy.

Hanover’s running 
representative Lilly 
Bruna will see consid-
erably more of her TVL 
rivals at the Class 1A 
regional at Cheney. Ax-

tell, Centralia, Frank-
fort, Onaga and Blue 
Valley are also assigned 
to the site.

Other schools as-
signed there include 
Bishop Seabury Acad-
emy, Buffalo-Altoona 
Midway, Burden-Cen-
tral, Burlingame, Cald-
well, Canton-Galva, 
Centre, Crest, Dexter, 
Elyria Christian, Fair-
field, Goessel, Ham-
ilton, Lebo, Madison, 
Marmaton Valley, 
Northern Heights, Pike 
Valley, Pleasanton, 
Pretty Prairie, Sedan, 
Skyline, South Bar-
ber, South Haven, St. 
John-Hudson, St. Xavi-
er, Stafford, Tescott, 

The Independent, Troy, 
Udall, Wakefield, Wa-
verly and West Elk.

KSHSAA will conduct 
two seeded boys races 
and two seeded girls 
races at each region-
al site. The top three 
teams from each race 
will qualify for the state 
meet, along with the 
first 15 individual run-
ners to cross the finish 
line in each race.

Qualifiers will ad-
vance to the Class 1A 
and 2A state champi-
onships Saturday, Oct. 
31, at Wamego Country 
Club.

Cross

VBall
Continued from pg 1

CliftonClyde, mean-
while, has been as-
signed to Class 2A Re-
gional 4, also scheduled 
for Oct. 19.

Other schools in Clif-
tonClyde’s regional are 
Bennington, EllSaline, 
Ellinwood, Herington, 
Hoxie, Oakley, Phil-
lipsburg, Plainville, 
Republic County, Sa-
cred Heart, Smith Cen-
ter, Solomon, Thom-
as More PrepMarian, 
Trego Community and 
Wichita County.

The regional round is 
part of the postseason 
format KSHSAA intro-
duced for the smaller 
classifications. Teams 
advancing from region-
al competition move 

on to substate tourna-
ments Oct. 24.

KSHSAA has not yet 
announced the host lo-
cations for the Class 2A 
substates.

Linn will compete 
in Class 1A Division I 
postseason play and has 
been assigned to Re-
gional 4. Other schools 
in the regional are De-
catur Community, Ellis, 
Hill City, Lakeside, Lin-
coln, Osborne, Quinter, 
Rawlins County, Rock 
Hills, St. Francis, St. 
John’s/Tipton and Syl-
vanLucas Unified.

Hanover will compete 
in Class 1A Division II 
and has been assigned 
to Regional 1 on Oct. 
20. The Wildcats are 
grouped with Axtell, 
Chase, Elyria Chris-
tian, Hutchinson Cen-
tral Christian, Logan, 
Natoma, OtisBison, 
Pike Valley, Stockton, 
Tescott, Thunder Ridge 
and Wakefield.

Substate volleyball 
tournaments in all clas-
sifications are sched-
uled for Oct. 24, with 
the state tournaments 
to follow.

www.home.com
www.dragastinagency.com
www.meadowlark.org
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-- 65.85 tillable acres -- Prime wildlife habitat --
-- Easy year-round access -- 

L-2600365

For more information on property details, please contact:

Matt Dowell, AFM, Agent 
(785) 564-1256

MDowell@FarmersNational.com

www.FNCRealEstate.com

Bidding starts | Thursday, October 22, 2026, at 8:00 AM

Bidding closes | Thursday, October 29, 2026, at 1:00 PM 

To register and bid go to: WWW.FNCBID.COM

217.57± Acres • Washington County, Kansas
ONLINE AUCTION

Lance Pachta, AFM, Agent 
(402) 768-3303

LPachta@FarmersNational.com

L-2600456

LAND AUCTION
SIMULCAST LIVE AND ONLINE

593.81± Acres, Republic & Cloud Counties, Kansas
The Branch | 104 Chestnut St. Clyde, KS 66938

November 6, 2026 at 10:00 AM

Bidding starts | Monday, November 2, 2026, at 8:00 AM
Bidding closes | Friday, November 6, 2026, at close of live event.

To register and bid go to: fncbid.com

-- Offered in 6 tracts! --

-- 199.73 tillable acres, 321.51 acres pasture --

-- City water, gas service to farmstead --

For more information on property details, please contact:

Matt Dowell, AFM/Agent
Phone: (785) 564-1256

MDowell@FarmersNational.com

FNCRealEstate.com

1633 Quivira Rd, 
Washington, KS

Open M-F,8-5:30pm, 
Saturday 8-noon

785-325-2838

www.washingtonanimalhealthcenter.com

Like us on Facebook!

Washington Animal Health Center PA

Call us today!

At Animal Health Center, we offer a 
variety of services to care for your:

•Companion Animals •Food Animals •Equine

Lydia Easterberg - APRN, FNP-C
Aubrie Schaefer - APRN, FNP-C

Dr. Tyler Shriver - DO, Family Physician
Jayda Edgar - DNP, APRN, FNP-C

205 S. Hanover St, Hanover, KS

Call today to 
schedule your 
appointment!

785-337-2214

www.hanoverhospitalks.org

Taking care of those who mean the most to you!

Washington County Hospital
785-325-2211

Family Medicine of Washington County
785-325-2240

OB • Major and Minor Surgeries
24/7 Emergency Room staffed by Physicians

Monday thru Friday 8:30-5:00
Same Day Appointments
Welcoming new patients

Ray J. Shinn
785-294-1514

ray@shinnappraisals.com

www.shinnappraisals.com

Specializing in Residential, Agricultural and Commercial 
Appraisals Certified General Licensed in Kansas and Nebraska.

Aaron Shin
785-294-1014

aaron@shinnappraisals.com

Hoover’s Inc.
GREENLEAF

• Propane

• Fertilizer

• Ag Chemicals

785-747-2201
After hours: 785-747-2693

summitventuresks.com  •  785-348-5457

Office and short term stay rentals available

Work & Stay
in Linn, Kansas

Ward Funeral Home
Dustin Zutterman - Carol Hiltgen - Mercedes Zutterman

UNDERSTANDING & SYMPATHETIC SERVICE

Linn - 785.348.5808

Washington - 785.325.2214

Service Information Line - 785.325.2215
www.wardfuneralhomekansas.com

We support and appreciate the We support and appreciate the 
local pork industry!local pork industry!

libby@ebhlaw.net  •  785-325-2545
209 C. Street, Washington, KS  
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• Schottel said the 
hospital needs RNs and 
has one travel nurse 
now and is looking to 
add a second travel 
nurse. She said help is 
needed in the lab be-
cause there are only 
two employees in there 
now. Schottel said she 
is exploring getting 
help from the Philip-

pines, which Washing-
ton County Hospital 
has never done before 
but surrounding hos-
pitals do. She said the 
clinic needs a person 
who is a CNA and can 
room patients but can 
also answer phones. 
She said two people are 
currently going over to 
the clinic to help. 

• Schottel said the 
daycare, which is locat-

ed in a house the hos-
pital purchased on B 
Street, opened Sept. 8 
and had four children 
as of the date of the hos-
pital meeting but was 
expected to add another 
child soon. The daycare 
was not officially full as 
of Sept. 21. 

• Schottel asked the 
board’s opinion on 
changing a policy re-
garding vacation. Cur-

rently, employees re-
ceive pay for unused 
vacation if they are ter-
minated. Schottel said 
she wanted to change 
the policy so that em-
ployees who are ter-
minated for just cause 
do not receive vacation 
pay. 

Hospital board mem-
ber Staci Cardenas said 
the goal is to get people 
to use their vacation 

time, not bank it. 
Schottel said that in 

the case of the hospital, 
people are not taking 
vacation time because 
there is not enough 
staff to cover. 

It was said that if em-
ployees give 2-4 weeks’ 
notice and are not ter-
minated, they would 
receive unused vacation 
pay when they leave. 
Board members said 

they had no problem 
with changing the pol-
icy. 

• The board met in 
executive session for 
20 minutes for con-
tract negotiations and 
20 minutes to discuss 
non-elected personnel. 

Doctor

Class
Continued from pg 1

Four of the league’s 11 
schools are in Class 2A: 
Doniphan West (119), 
Washington County 
(109), Clifton-Clyde 

(107) and Valley 
Heights (107).

The remaining seven 
are in Class 1A: Cen-
tralia (98), Onaga (93), 
Frankfort (78), Linn 
(69), Blue Valley-Ran-

dolph (69), Hanover 
(65) and Axtell (44). 
The 11 schools make up 
the current Twin Valley 
League.

Clifton-Clyde’s en-
rollment puts the Ea-

gles only five students 
above the bottom of 
Class 2A. Washington 
County is seven stu-
dents above the cutoff.

Meanwhile, Linn and 
Hanover are separated 

by just four students, 
but their positions 
within Class 1A can 
place them in different 
postseason divisions in 
sports where KSHSAA 
splits the classification. 

Linn and Blue Valley 
make up the lower part 
of Division 1 while Ha-
nover is in the upper 
part of Division 2.

The Kansas Depart-
ment of Transportation 
announces approved 
bids for state high-
way construction and 

maintenance projects. 
The letting took place 
on Sept. 16 in Topeka. 
Some of the bids may 
include multiple proj-

ects that have been 
bundled based on prox-
imity and type of work.

In District Two — 
North Central, the 

following bid was ap-
proved: Washington   36 
101 KA 8125 01 – U.S. 
36: From the east city 
limits of Washington 

east to the Little Blue 
River Bridge, sealing, 
8.9 miles, APAC-Kan-
sas Inc Shears Division, 
Hutchinson, Kansas, 
$500,961.90.

Login to your account and if it is expired, 
you’ll be prompted to renew.

If you’ve never logged in, you’ll need to register.

Have questions?
Give us a call at 785-692-4252

or email us at business@bluevalley.net.

Go to:

publisher.etype.services/Washington-County-News

Want to renew your 
Washington County News 
subscription

ONLINE?

Enjoy your paper with
color photos and bonus pages.
View your e-edition at www.backroadsnews.com

www.wardfuneralhomekansas.com
www.shinnappraisals.com
www.summitventuresks.com
www.accessiblehc.com
www.accessiblehh.com
www.fncbid.com
www.national.com
www.national.com
www.fncrealestate.com
www.washcohospital.net
www.hanoverhospitalks.org
www.publisher.etype.services/washington-county-news
www.fncbid.com
www.realestate.com
www.backroadsnews.com
www.washingtonanimalhealthcenter.com
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219 N. MAIN
MORROWVILLE, KS

785-265-3001

COUGARS DENCOUGARS DEN

Serving biscuits & gravy, 
scrambled eggs, bacon, 
sausage patties, pancakes, 
fruit cup. 
Starting at 11AM chili and 
chicken noodle soups to 
be served also.

SAT, OCT 10
8:30AM - 1:00PM

Donations

B R E A K FA S TB R E A K FA S T

S P E C I A LS P E C I A L

For needed improvements

The Public is Invited!

KSDS GRADUATION
Saturday, October 10

11 AM - Luncheon to follow

KSDS West Training Bldg.
703 D St. 
Washington, KS

Come help us celebrate our newest teams as they start Come help us celebrate our newest teams as they start 
their journey to more independence!their journey to more independence!

Thursday - BBQ Chicken Sandwich
Friday - BBQ Meatball Buffet

Saturday - Southwest Quesadilla
Sunday Buffet 11am - 1pm

Roast Beef & Chicken Broccoli Divan
Sunday Night - Livers/Gizzards

Wed., Oct. 21 - SAL Breakfast Buffet 6-8pm
Thur. 6-11pm,  Fri. & Sat. 6pm-2am, Sun. 11-1pm & 6pm-11pm

                    Linn American LegionLinn American Legion
           100 5th St., Linn • 785-348-5370 • Open to the Public

Washington County Rodeo & Saddle Club 
Annual Meeting

Sunday, October 18 at 6:00pm
Christian Church - Washington, Kansas

Billable to Medicare Part B, Medicaid, BC/BS & other insurances 
Check/Cash accepted 

Provided by Washington County Health Department 

 

 

 

FLU CLINIC SCHEDULE 
 
 
 

 
Barnes Café (Hometown Café) 08:30-9:15 

Greenleaf Heights 10:00-10:30 
Clifton Senior Center 11:15-12:00 

Palmer Café 1:00-1:30 
Linn City Building 1:45-2:15 

Morrowville Cougar’s Den 2:45-3:15 
Kloppenburger Senior Center 4:00-4:30 

 
Cost $60 for regular Flu Vaccine Cost $120 for High Dose or Flublok 

Billable to Medicare Part B, Medicaid, BC/BS & other insurances 
Check/Cash accepted 

Provided by Washington County Health Department 
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CHURCH DIRECTORY

BRANTFORD EVANGELICAL 
COVENANT CHURCH

287 8th Rd., Clyde
785-446-3346

Sundays  
9:15 a.m. Sunday School 

10:30 a.m. Worship Service

FAITH CONNECTION
COVENANT CHURCH

Al Monson, Pastor
PO Box 84, Washington 

www.connected2faith.com
 785-510-6008 

Sundays
9:30 a.m. Worship Service at

1803 Wilson Drive. Washington 
Children’s Church for Newborn-3rd Gr.

COVENANT

HADDAM UNITED METHODIST
408 Swan Street

Pastor Diana Webster
www.washksumc@gmail.com

Sundays
 9:30 a.m. Worship Service 

WASHINGTON FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST
400 C Street

Pastor Diana Webster
www.washksumc@gmail.com

Sundays 
11:00 a.m. Worship Service

UNITED METHODIST

 ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH
325 W. 3rd St., Palmer
Ronald Hamm Pastor

785-692-4564

Sundays
10:00 a.m. Worship Service

LUTHERAN - LCMC

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN 
CHURCH

401 D Street, Washington
Jill Duis, Pastor • 785-325-2944 

Sundays  
8:30 a.m. Worship Service

LUTHERAN - ELCA

CATHOLIC

SACRED HEART CATHOLIC 
CHURCH

143 Main Street, Greenleaf

Saturdays - 4:30 p.m. Mass

ST. AUGUSTINE CATHOLIC 
CHURCH

410 B Street, Washington

Sundays
8:30 a.m. Mass

ST. JOHN CATHOLIC CHURCH
114 S. Church Street, Hanover 

Saturdays
6:00 p.m. Mass 

Sundays
10:30 a.m. Mass

CROSSROADS COMMUNITY 
CHURCH

113 West 5th Street, Washington 
785-325-2017

Sundays
 9:30 a.m. Sunday School

10:45 a.m. Worship Service 
Wednesdays

10:30 a.m. Bible Study at the church

BAPTIST

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN 
CHURCH

2052 10th Rd., Greenleaf
785-747-2407 

Pastor Randall Jahnke
www.bethlehemgreenleaf.org

Sundays
9:30 a.m. Worship Service
Sunday School to follow

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
304 National Rd., Palmer

Pastor John Werner
785-692-4228 

Sundays 
9:30 a.m. Worship Service

10:45 a.m. Adult Bible Study Class
& Children’s Sunday School

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
712 Heritage Rd., Linn
Pastor Mark Gaschler

308-414-1023 

Sundays 
9:30 a.m. Worship Service

LUTHERAN - LCMS

ST. PETER LUTHERAN CHURCH
2649 3rd Rd., Barnes

Pastor Randall Jahnke
785-747-2407 

Sundays 
8:00 a.m. Worship Service

CHRISTIAN

MORROWVILLE CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH

Ron Brown, Pastor
111 W. Elm Street, Morrowville

785-265-3651

Sundays
9:30 a.m. Sunday School

10:30 a.m. Worship Service

WASHINGTON CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH

Eli Sweany, Pastor
16 C Street, Washington • 785-325-3225 
www.washingtonchristianchurch.org

Sundays 
9:15 a.m. Fellowship

 9:30 a.m. Sunday School 
10:30 a.m. Worship Service

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH
210 Church Street, Linn

Pastor Timothy Koch
Sundays

9:30 a.m. Worship Service
10:45 a.m. Adult Bible Class 
& Children’s Sunday School

6:00 p.m. Spanish Service

“Give thanks in all circumstance
for this is the will of God 
in Christ Jesus for you.
 - 1 Thessalonians 5:18

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
2942 27th Rd., Hanover

Pastor Travis Orr
580-402-0469 

Sundays 
9:00 a.m. Adult Bible Study Class

& Children’s Sunday School
10:00 a.m. Worship Service

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

SATURDAY, OCT. 10
• Breakfast special and soups - 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the 

Cougars Den in Morrowville. See ad this page for menu. 
• KSDS graduation - 11 a.m. at KSDS in Washington and 

open to the public. See ad this page for more information. 

TUESDAY, OCT. 13
• Flu clinic - The health department will be visiting towns in 

Washington County for flu shots. See the schedule this page. 

SUNDAY, OCT. 18
• Washington County Rodeo and Saddle Club annual 

meeting - 6 p.m. at the Christian Church in Washington. 

SATURDAY, OCT. 24
• Annual turkey and ham loaf supper - Serving 4 to 8 p.m. 

at the Cougars Den in Morrowville. 

SEND YOUR COMMUNITY EVENTS TO THE NEWS. Email 
it to CynthiaScheer24@outlook.com

Ladies & Men’s Apparel 
& Infantwear
Tuxedo/Suit Rentals & Sales
Custom Picture Framing

Mon-Fri 9:30-5:30 / Sat 9-5
717 5th St. Clay Center, KS

785.632.2656

Members of the 
Happy Workers 4-H 
Club answered the 
question, What are 
you most excited for 
this year in 4-H?

This year in 4-H 
I'm excited to see and 
do the photography 
project because I was 
amazed by the pic-
tures. –Amelia Kruse, 
4th grade

This year in 4-H I'm 
excited to show pigs 
and dairy cows. –Boyd 
Meyer, 4th grade

The thing I am most 
excited for in 4-H this 
year is shooting sports 
because it is one of 
my favorite projects. 
–Trevor Clark, 8th 
Grade

One of my favorite 
things to do is crafts, 
so I am looking for-
ward to being in the 
visual arts project. –
Lexie Clark, 6th Grade

This year in 4-H, I 
am excited to show my 
new heifer. I'm also 
excited about my arts 
and crafts projects. I 
have already started 
planning. And I can't 
wait to look at new 
recipes and try them 

for fair entries and 
grow my recipe collec-
tion. –Jaelyn Landis, 
4th Grade

This year in 4-H I'm 
most excited to do arts 
and crafts and show 
my horses. --Lorelei 
Beckmann, 3rd Grade

This year in 4-H I 
am excited to show a 
first and second year 
bucket calf. I am also 
excited to try the fash-
ion revue for the first 
time this year. –Kenna 
Kruse, 3rd Grade

Happy Workers 4-H 

share what they are most 

excited for this yearWashington Coun-
ty Hospital has been 
awarded a three-year 
term of accreditation 
in mammography as 
the result of a recent 
review by the American 
College of Radiology® 
(ACR®). Mammogra-
phy is a specific type of 
imaging test that uses a 
low-dose X-ray system 
to examine breasts. A 
mammography exam, 
called a mammogram, 
is used to aid in the ear-
ly detection and diag-
nosis of breast diseases 
in women. 

The ACR gold seal 
of accreditation rep-
resents the highest 
level of image quality 
and patient safety. It 
is awarded only to fa-
cilities meeting specif-
ic requirements based 
on ACR Practice Pa-
rameters and Techni-
cal Standards after a 
peer-review evaluation 
by board-certified phy-
sicians and medical 
physicists who are ex-
perts in the field. Image 
quality, personnel qual-
ifications, adequacy 
of facility equipment, 
quality control proce-
dures and quality as-
surance programs are 
assessed. The findings 

are reported back to the 
facility and provide the 
practice with a compre-
hensive report that can 
be used for continuous 
practice improvement. 

“This accreditation 
reflects our team’s 
commitment to provid-
ing high-quality mam-
mography services with 
patient safety at the 
forefront,” said Dana 
D. Kern, Director of 
Radiology at Washing-
ton County Hospital. 
“Patients in our com-
munity can feel con-
fident knowing their 
care meets the rigorous 
standards established 
by the American Col-
lege of Radiology.”

Help your kids stay 
connected to HOME. 
With a subscription 
to the WASHINGTON 

COUNTY NEWS.

www.beast.com
www.washingtonchristianchurch.org
www.connected2faith.com
www.bethlehemgreenleaf.org
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Mary Alice Pacey, 
a faithful volunteer 
of the Washington 
County Museum 
since its beginning, 
has made sure the 
Museum Musings 
articles were sent to 
the newspaper the 
last 10-plus years.  
On her last day at 
the museum, she 
left a little early.  
Her parting words 
were, “The Musings 
article is in the top 
drawer.” The Mus-
ings torch has now 
been passed on -- 
Mary Alice passed 
away Friday after-
noon at the Wash-
ington County Hos-
pital. She will be 
greatly missed by all 
the museum volun-
teers and her many 
friends.   

This week’s Museum 
Musings article, from 
Mary Alice Pacey: 

SILK – IN KANSAS?  
YES!    
IN WASHINGTON 

COUNTY?    
YES!!
The following was 

printed in the Wash-
ington Republican, 
May 27, 1887.   

SILK CULTURE IN 
KANSAS:  Satisfactory 
Results from the State 
Experiments at Pea-
body.

Dr. Charles William-
son, one of the State 
Silk Commissioners, 
arrived in the city last 
night and exhibited 
to his friends a reel of 
beautiful silk, the first 
reeled from cocoons at 
the State Silk station, 
located at Peabody.  
The doctor is more en-
thusiastic than ever 
before in his advocacy 
of silk culture in Kan-
sas.  He states that the 
worms at the station 
are doing exceedingly 
well, notwithstanding 
the inadequate facili-
ties, an old church edi-
fice being utilized tem-
porarily.  The new state 
building is nearly com-
pleted and will be ready 
for occupancy during 
the coming week.  Then 
new machinery and im-
proved reels will be put 
in and started in oper-
ation within a month.  
The silk exhibited by 
the doctor in this city 
was reeled from the co-
coon by a Mennonite 
woman after only one 
week’s experience.  The 
commissioners expect 
to obtain about $3,000 
worth of silk this year, 
besides supplying a 
large number of ama-
teurs with worms, eggs, 
and mulberry seed.

It is a novel and inter-
esting industry, as well 
as a profitable one, and 
in the course of time 
will afford lucrative em-
ployment to hundreds 
of people, is it proves 
successful.  Women, 
children, and even in-
valids, the doctor says, 
will be enabled, by this 
means, to earn a com-
fortable livelihood after 
the people have been in-
duced to investigate the 
subject.  The process-
es are so simple that a 
child can acquire all the 
requisite knowledge in 
a very short time.  The 
commissioners will 
make a splendid exhibit 
at the state fair next fall, 
and Dr. Williamson in-
dividually will make an 
exhibit as an amateur.

The first requisite in 
silk culture, after ac-

quiring the necessary 
information, is a sup-
ply of mulberry, and 
the state has planted 
seed sufficient to raise 
a million trees, in an-
ticipation of a great de-
mand from amateurs 
throughout the state as 
soon as the successful 
results of the experi-
ment become known.  
The doctor is convinced 
that from the state’s 
little $13,000 plant at 
Peabody will spring a 
manufacturing indus-
try in Kansas that will 
astonish the world.  It is 
carried on successfully 
at San Jose, California, 
and the manufactures 
from the looms of that 
city are shipped to all 
parts of the United 
States and some are ex-
ported.

The Kansas cocoons 
are free from parasitic 
diseases, and are much 
healthier than those in 
the vicinity of Lyons, 
France, where the gov-
ernment has spent mil-
lions of dollars in fos-
tering the industry.  The 
climate of Kansas is ad-
mirable, with reference 
both to the health of the 
insect and the cultiva-
tion of the mulberry.

The state commis-
sioners are placing the 
cocoons in schools, 
where they can, and 
the children, especially 
girls, manifest deep in-
terest in the study of this 
wonderful insect and its 
coveted product.  Each 
cocoon produces in its 
brief life time 250 years 
of fiber and one indi-
vidual having practical 
knowledge of the busi-
ness can raise 60,000 
worms, equivalent to 
75 pounds of cocoons.  
It is thus seen that the 
profits of serl-culture 
will be enormous if this 
demonstrated beyond 
doubt that it is practi-
cable in this country.  
This the Kansas Silk 
Commissioners fully 
believe will be done, to 
the satisfaction of even 
the most skeptical.

An advertisement 
in The Washington 
Republican on April 
23, 1888 --- Notice to 
School Boards

I will donate to any 
school district in the 
county, four Arbor Day 
tree planting, twen-
ty-five Purple Russian 
Mulberry trees.  It is 
a valuable tree for its 
fruit, for its large leaf 
and shade, for silk-
worm feed, and, being 
as thrifty a grower as 
the cottonwood, it is 
goo for posts, and is far 
superior to the notched-
leaf shrub brush raised 
in the higher lands of 
the Caucassian moun-
tains that is annual-
ly planted in Kansas.  
The seed was obtained 
from the Mennonites 
of Marion county.  I can 
ship them at the dis-

trict’s expense, or they 
can be obtained at my 
office in Washington.                                                   
Dr. Chas. Williamson

The Hanover Demo-
crat on April 20, 1888 
stated:  The Washing-
ton Republican says:  
“We were shown, 
Wednesday morning, 
by Jacob Miller, two 
skeins of silk ready for 
the loom, grown and 
manufactured entire 
in Washington.  They 
were a beautiful car-
dinal red, 600 twists 
to the yard and twelve 
strands to the thread, 
fine enough for ordi-
nary silk good. The 
Kansas State Women’s 
Relief Corps have de-
cided to have a banner 
made of Kansas grown 
and manufactured silk, 
and Mr. Miller has been 
selected to do the work 
entire, being himself a 
practical silk weaver.  
The two skeins shown 
weighed about one 
pound, and Mr. Miller 
says it will make fifteen 
yards of goods.  The silk 
is pronounced by Beld-
ing Bros. New York, to 
be first-class.

In the September 14, 
1888 paper has a long 
article which outlines 
Mr. Miller’s desire to 
expand his venture, 
with the financial aid 
from local government.  
He proposed to make 
ribbons and gros grain 
silk in black and oth-
er staple colors which 
would find a ready sale 
right here at home.  He 
was willing to deed the 
house and lot, Lot 13 in 
Block 32 to those par-
ties furnishing the nec-
essary funds.  This pro-
posal must have failed, 
since Miller owned the 
lot until 1896 and had 
left Washington by 
then.

Thoughts from Mary 
Alice Pacey:

A cloud upon this en-
terprise from the begin-
ning was the fact that 
there was no tariff on 
foreign silk.  Without 
enough political clout 
to enact legislation for 
such a tariff, it was 
impossible to compete 
with Asian silk and the 
project soon failed to be 
economically feasible.

I remember a huge 
mulberry tree that 
stood near the 1880s 
era home in which 
I was raised.  Could 
it have been planted 
at the time of the silk 
worm mania in Wash-
ington?

And what of the silk 
banner?  We believe 
that it is in the collec-
tion of the State Histor-
ical Society in Topeka, 
Although none of us at 
the local society have 
seen it.

CONSTRUCTION

CLASSIFIEDS

TROY MILLER
CONSTRUCTION
and seamless guttering, 

new construction, siding, 
decks, etc. 

Call for your estimate today.

Home: 785-747-6771
Cell: 785-747-7407

Roll off dumpster 
service, Roofing, 

5 and 6 inch 
seamless guttering

Parrack Construction

785-406-0269

McGee Roofing LLC

785-632-6357

1-800-273-4755

Family Owned & Operated
In Business Since 1977

Roofing - Commercial
& Residential

Seamless Gutter • Siding

Workmanship Warranty,
insured, free estimates

HEALTH 

CLASSIFIEDS

Alexander
Chiropractic Clinic, PA

Wiley N. Alexander D.C.
Mon.-Wed. 7am-Noon,3-5:30pm

Fri. 7am-Noon

785-325-2739

Rentals 
Walkers-Crutches-

Wheelchairs
Availabile at

Washington 
Health & Drug

785-325-3130

Housing Available
Hanover Housing 

Authority 100 Highland 

Haven St. Hanover, KS.)

(785) 337-2692

Apartments for rent!
COLONIAL ACRES 
has one- and two-bed-
room apartments open 
or soon to be ready. Af-
fordable, income-based 

or flat market rent, 
most utilities paid for, 
maintenance free liv-

ing. If interested, please 
call 785-325-2416.

HOUSING 

CLASSIFIEDS

BUSINESS 

CLASSIFIEDS

GARAGE

SALES

THE JOB BOARD

CARD OF THANKS

BID NOTICE

WASHINGTON

COUNTY ABSTRACT
Janeen Stewart

111 East 3rd, Washington • 785-325-3291

Licensed - Bonded - Insured

Abstracts • Title Insurance
Escrow/closings

Christie-Anderes

Funeral Home

308 W. Walnut

Waterville

Rod Christie

785-363-2627

Butchering every Wednesday 
by appointment

Washington (785)325-2920

~ Processing & Retail ~

KANSAS CLASSIFIED AD NETWORK

FOR SALE
Place your 25-word classified 

in the Kansas Press Association 
and 135 more newspapers for 
only $300/ week. Find employees, 
sell your home or your car. Call 
the Kansas Press Association @ 
785-271-5304 today! 

MISC.
We Buy Houses for Cash 

AS-IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any 
condition. Easy process: Call, get 
cash offer and get paid. Call today 
for your fair cash offer: 1-913-365-
1969

We Buy Vintage Guitars! Look-
ing for 1920-1980 Gibson, Mar-
tin, Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone, 
Guild, Mosrite, Rickenbacker, 
Prairie State, D’Angelico, Strom-
berg. And Gibson Mandolins / 
Banjos. These brands only! Call 
for a quote: 1-620-207-3684

 
CASH PAID FOR HIGH-END 

MEN’S SPORT WATCHES. 
Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek 
Philippe, Heuer, Daytona, GMT, 
Submariner and Speedmaster. 
These brands only! Call for a 
quote: 1-620-267-6015.

GOT AN UNWANTED CAR??? 
DONATE IT TO PATRIOTIC 
HEARTS. Fast free pick up. 
Patriotic Hearts’ programs help 
veterans find work or start their 
own business. Call 24/7: 1-877-
850-0048

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES 
in as little as ONE DAY! Afford-
able prices - No payments for 18 
months!  Lifetime warranty & pro-
fessional installs. Senior & Military 
Discounts available.  Call: 1-877-
625-8924

AGING ROOF? NEW HOME-
OWNER? STORM DAMAGE? 
You need a local expert provider 
that proudly stands behind their 

work.  Fast, free estimate. Financ-
ing available.  

Call 1-877-835-0240 Have 
zip code of property ready when 
calling!

WATER DAMAGE CLEAN-
UP & RESTORATION:  A small 
amount of water can lead to ma-
jor damage in your home. Our 
trusted professionals do complete 
repairs to protect your family and 
your home’s value! Call 24/7: 
1-877-420-3509 Have zip code 
of service location ready when 
you call!

NEED NEW WINDOWS?  
Drafty rooms? Chipped or dam-
aged frames? Need outside noise 
re-duction? New, energy efficient 
windows may be the answer! Call 
for a consultation & FREE quote 
today. 1-877-514-4844 You will 
need to have your zip code to 
connect to the right provider.

HELP WANTED: PRODUCE MANAGER

Looking for a responsible, reliable, and motivated 
person to join our team.Experience preferred but not 

required. Willing to train the right individual. Oversees: 
Daily produce, department operations, and inventory.

Please ask cashier or manager for application.

Kier’s Thriftway - Washington, Ks

Animal Health Center, P.A.Animal Health Center, P.A.

1633 Quivira Rd.
Washington

Office/Evening 
785-325-2838

Philip S. Bentz, DVM

Thank You • Thank You • Thank You
We’d like to thank all those who have helped us during 

this difficult season of the loss of my mother, Paula Darby. 
To those who attended her visitation and funeral services, 
to family who traveled from afar to be with us, to those 
who sent flowers, gave into her memorial fund, sent cards,  
brought food, encouraged us with a visit or a phone call and 
especially to those who prayed for us we are so grateful for 
every gesture of kindness. Everything you have done for 
us has meant so much to us. We would like to say a special 
thank you to the Linn Community Nursing Home and Mead-
owlark Hospice of Clay Center for their care for mom and us.
~ Daniel and Paula Darby Lydick

Moving Sale 
Thursday, October 15

Friday, October 16 
9AM to ?

Back porch and garage. 
Everything must go! 

Make an offer.

617 Woodland Drive
Washington, KS

REQUEST FOR BIDS
Washington County Environmental Sciences is accepting 

bids to repair the fire-damaged catwalk at the Washington 
County Transfer Station.

For site inspection or questions, call 785-325-2271.
Bids must be received by Nov. 20th, 2026 at Washington 

County Environmental Sciences 812 B Street in Washington.
Washington County reserves the right to reject any or all bids.

Estate Sale 
Saturday, October 10 

8am to 3pm
Mostly household items, 

craft decorations, lawn and 
garden items.  A couple of 
sofas, chairs and bedroom 
set.

1955 Osage Rd
Washington, KS

Thanks to everyone who 
sent cards, flowers, gifts or 
called to acknowledge my 
96th birthday. It was greatly 
appreciated.

~ Marian Rencin

Thank You

Wohler’s Band 
Box Dry Cleaning 
pickup at Elements 
Salon & Day Spa 

in Washington

Subscriptions 

help sustain local 

journalism. 

We can’t do 

it without you!

Please consider giving a sub-
scription to the Washington 
County News to a friend or 

family member as a gift!

www.bluevalley.net
www.networksplus.com
www.dpaauctions.com


 

Cattle Chat: Monitor water 
sources to protect health
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HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION No. 5004

A PROPOSITION to amend section 1 of article 5 of the  constitution of the        
     state of Kansas to require individuals to be citizens of the United States,  at
     least 18 years of age and a resident of the voting area in which such person   
     seeks to vote in order to vote in this state.

Be it resolved by the Legislature of the State of Kansas,  two-thirds of the 

     members elected (or appointed) and qualified to the House of Representatives  
     and two-thirds of the members elected (or appointed) and qualified to the                   
     Senate concurring therein:

     Section 1. The following proposition to amend the constitution of the state of 
Kansas shall be submitted to the qualified electors of the state for their approval 
or rejection: Section 1 of article 5 of the constitution of the state of Kansas is 
hereby amended to read as follows:

     “§ 1. Qualifications of electors. Every(a) No person shall be deemed a 

qualified elector unless such person:
     (1) Is a citizen of the United States who;
     (2) has attained the age of eighteen years; and who
     (3) except as provided in subsection (b) or (c), resides in the voting area in 
which he or she such person seeks to vote
shall be deemed a qualified elector.
     (b) Laws of this state relating to voting for presidential electors and 
candidates for the office of president and vice-president of the United States shall 
comply with the laws of the United States relating thereto. A citizen of the 
United States, who is otherwise qualified to vote in Kansas for presidential 
electors and candidates for the offices of president and vice-president of the 
United States may vote for such officers either in person or by absentee ballot 
notwithstanding the fact that such person may have become a nonresident of this 
state if his or her such person’s removal from this state occurs during a period in 
accordance with federal law next preceding such election.

     (c) A person who is otherwise a qualified elector may vote in the voting area 
of his or her such person’s former residence either in person or by absentee ballot
notwithstanding the fact that such person may have become a nonresident of 
such voting area during a period prescribed by law next preceding the election at 
which he or she such person seeks to vote, if his such person’s new residence is 
in another voting area in the state of Kansas.”
Sec. 2. The following statement shall be printed on the ballot with the 
amendment as a whole:
“Explanatory statement. This amendment would clarify that only a person who  
     is a citizen of the United States is eligible to vote in this state.
“A vote for this proposition would clarify that only a person who is a citizen of  
     the United States is eligible to vote in this state.
“A vote against this proposition would make no change to the constitution of the
     state of Kansas, and the language concerning voter qualifications would     
     remain the same.”
Sec. 3. This resolution, if approved by two-thirds of the members elected (or 
appointed) and qualified to the House of Representatives and two-thirds of the 
members elected (or appointed) and qualified to the Senate, shall be entered on 
the journals, together with the yeas and nays. The secretary of state shall cause 
this resolution to be published as provided by law and shall cause the proposed 
amendment to be submitted to the electors of the state at the general election in
November in the year 2026, unless a special election is called at a sooner date by 
concurrent resolution of the legislature, in which case the proposed amendment 
shall be submitted to the electors of the state at the special election.

IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF WASHINGTON COUNTY, 
KANSAS

(Filed Pursuant to K.S.A. Chapter 59)

In the Matter of  the Estate of

JEAN I. MOSER, Deceased

Case No. WS-2024-PR-22

NOTICE OF HEARING AND NOTICE TO CREDITORS

THE STATE OF KANSAS TO ALL PERSONS CONCERNED:

You are hereby notified that on September 22, 2026, a peti-
tion was filed in this court by Christine J. Stewart and Cyn-
thia J. Stewart a/k/a Cynthia J. Morris, an heirs-at-law and 
co-executors named in the Last Will and Testament of  Jean 
I. Moser, deceased, dated January 5, 2023, praying the will 
filed with the petition be admitted to probate and record; pe-
titioner be appointed as executors, without bond; petitioner 
be granted Letters Testamentary.
You are required to file your written defenses thereto on or 
before October 26, 2026, at 11:00 a.m. in the District Court of  
Washington County, Kansas, at which time and place the 
cause will be heard. Should you fail therein, judgment and 
decree will be entered in due course upon the petition.
Christine J. Stewart &
Cynthia J. Stewart a/k/a Cynthia J. Moser –
Petitioners & Executors

Bruna Law, LLC
1114 Broadway – P.O. Box 71
Marysville, Kansas 66508
Phone Number: 785-562-2375
Fax Number: 785-562-5348
E-mail: anthony@brunalaw.net
Anthony J. Bruna
Attorney for Petitioners

PUBLIC NOTICE
First published in the Washington County News on October 1, 2026; Last published 

October 15, 2026.

IN THE DISTRICT COURT 
OF WASHINGTON COUN-

TY, KANSAS
In the Matter of  the Estate 
of
CHARLES M. VOTIPKA, de-
ceased
Case No. WS-2026-PR-000022

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
THE STATE OF KANSAS 
TO ALL PERSONS CON-
CERNED:
You are hereby notified that 
on September 22, 2026 a Pe-
tition for Issuance of  Letters 
of  Administration was filed 
in this Court by Grayson 
Votipka, adult son and an 
heir of  Charles M. Votipka, 
deceased.
All creditors of  the above 
named decedent are notified 
to exhibit their demands 
against the estate within the 
latter of  four months from 
the date of  first publication 
of  notice under K.S.A. 59-
2236 and amendments there-
to, or if  the identity of  the 
creditor is known or reason-
ably ascertainable, 30 days 
after actual notice was given 
as provided by law, and if  
their demands are not thus 
exhibited, they shall be for-
ever barred.
Grayson Votipka, Petitioner
Elizabeth Baskerville Hilt-
gen #22594
The Law Office of
Elizabeth Baskerville Hilt-
gen, P.A.
209 C Street
Washington, KS 66968
(785)325-2545
(785)325-2831
Attorney for Petitioner

PUBLIC 

NOTICE
First published in the Washington 

County News on October 1, 2026; Last 
published October 15, 2026.

General Office: 118 W. Main, Beloit, KS

888-848-9979
www.agmarkllc.com

Download our free app!

Providing Long Term Grain Marketing Solutions

We are proud to 
support our local

PORK 
PRODUCERS!

Join us this National 
Pork Month as we 
salute our pork 
producers for all 
their hard work and 
dedication to our community.

Washington
785-325-2232

Clay Center
785-632-5621

Marysville
785-562-5304

Seneca
785-336-2111

Hiawatha
785-742-2261

Humboldt, NE
402-862-3251

SALES • SERVICE • PARTS

Clyde • Concordia • Seneca
www.elkstatebank.com

October isOctober is
National National 

Pork MonthPork Month

We are proud to support 
our local pork producers.

Thank you for all you do.

Your Rural Financial Partner

THANKS AREA PORK PRODUCERS!

785-325-2221
www.fnbwashington.com

Please join us in 
congratulating all 
our hardworking 
pork producers 

during Pork 
Month in October.

HOOVER’S INC.
GREENLEAF

785-747-2201 

800-231-6775

Thanks for feeding 
our economy,

Pork Producers.

Buildings, 
Ventilation, Flooring, 
Feeders, Waterers, 
Heaters, Crates & 

Nursery Equipment

RICK HENRY
1246 132 Rd. • Seneca, KS 

785-799-5466

SWINE
EQUIPMENT

Keesecker Agri Business
3MK Pork

2069 Prairie Rd., Washington
785-325-3134

Celebrate Pork Month
Support your local pork producers 

this October.

Lawn care starts with 
proper lawnmower winterization

By Chevy-Lynn Vaske, 
K-State Extension news 
service 

When cattle have 
been without water, a 
producer's first instinct 
may be to give them 
unlimited access as 
quickly as possible. But 
Kansas State University 
Beef Cattle Institute ex-
perts say that response 
can sometimes create a 
life-threatening situa-
tion. 

During a recent Cattle 
Chat podcast produced 
by K-State's Beef Cattle 
Institute, veterinarians 
discussed water man-
agement challenges 
and the risks associated 
with poor water quali-
ty, limited water access 
and improper rehydra-
tion of severely dehy-
drated cattle. 

"In western Kansas 
and other drought-
prone areas, sometimes 
a producer will discov-
er that a well has gone 
dry and cattle have 
been without water for 
a period of time," said 
K-State veterinarian 
Brad White. "When you 
find that situation, it is 
important to not simply 
give cattle all the water 
they can drink." 

According to K-State 
veterinarians Scott 
Fritz and Bob Larson, 
cattle that have been 
severely dehydrated 
can develop a condition 
known as salt toxicity 
if they consume large 
quantities of water too 
rapidly. 

"We call it salt toxic-
ity," Larson said. "The 
cattle don't have to be 
eating a high-salt diet. 
If a cow becomes real-
ly dehydrated and then 
suddenly gets all the 
water she wants, that 
rapid change can cause 
a brain lesion and often 
leads to death." 

Because of that risk, 
Fritz recommends 

gradually rehydrating 
cattle that have been 
deprived of water. 

"As difficult as it 
sounds, you have to al-
low them to have a little 
bit of water at a time," 
Fritz said. "If cattle 
have been without wa-
ter, the best approach 
is to try and rehydrate 
them over a 24-hour 
period." 

While emergency 
situations can occur, 
the veterinarians em-
phasized that preven-
tion is the best strate-
gy. Larson encouraged 
producers to regularly 
monitor water sources 
and develop contingen-
cy plans before prob-
lems arise. 

"Just because you 
have a pond doesn't 
mean you don't need 
to monitor that water 
source," Larson said. 
"You need to think 
about alternative water 
sources as well, wheth-
er that's hauling water 
or encouraging cattle 
to utilize more than one 
water source." 

If hauling water be-
comes necessary, Fritz 
said producers should 
be careful about the 
equipment used. 

"Hauling water is 
stressful and labor in-
tensive, but sometimes 
it becomes necessary," 
Fritz said. "One concern 
is using tanks that have 
previously been used 
for crop chemicals. 
Even small amounts of 
residue can create se-
vere health issues for 
livestock." 

Fritz recommends us-
ing water tanks dedicat-
ed exclusively to haul-
ing water rather than 
repurposing containers 
previously used for pes-
ticides, herbicides or 
other agricultural prod-
ucts. 

The veterinarians 
also discussed water 
quality concerns, par-

ticularly the threat 
posed by blue-green al-
gae blooms in ponds. 

"There are several 
types of algae that can 
occur in ponds, includ-
ing blue-green algae," 
Fritz said. "If you sus-
pect a problem, you can 
have a water sample 
tested." 

Blue-green algae, also 
known as cyanobacte-
ria, can produce toxins 
harmful to livestock. 
Fritz noted that blooms 
often develop follow-
ing large rainfall events 
when nutrients wash 
into ponds and create 
favorable growing con-
ditions. 

"If blue-green algae is 
present and blooming, 
livestock should not be 
allowed to drink that 
water," Fritz said. 

In those situations, 
producers may need to 
temporarily fence cattle 
away from the affected 
pond and provide an al-
ternative water source 
until testing confirms 
the water is safe. 

"Fencing cattle out 
and keeping them away 
until the pond tests 
clear may seem expen-
sive up front," Fritz 
said. "But it can save 
producers significant 
losses and cattle health 
problems in the long 
run." 

"Water is one of the 
most important nutri-
ents cattle consume ev-
ery day," Larson said. 
"Making sure it is avail-
able, safe and properly 
managed is a critical 
part of herd health." 

K-State Extension 
news service

Taking care of a 
home lawn can be 
time consuming but 
rewarding for many 
homeowners. Kansas 
State University hor-
ticulture expert Matt 
McKernan said as 
mowing season ends, it 
is important to service 
mowers before storing 
them for winter.

Always begin lawn 
mower maintenance 
by disconnecting the 
battery cable or spark 
plug wire to prevent 
accidental engine 
starts and ensure safe-
ty, McKernan recom-
mends.

“Make sure you 
drain the gas tank of 
gasoline-powered en-
gines, run the engine 
until it is out of gas, or 
use a gasoline stabi-
lizer,” McKernan said. 
“Untreated gasoline 
can become thick and 
gummy.”

Spark plugs should 
be replaced. Before 
putting the new one 
in, place a few drops 
of clean oil inside the 
spark plug hole in the 
engine and turn over 
the engine a few times 
to lubricate the cylin-
der. Battery terminals 
usually corrode during 
the season, so they 
should be cleaned with 
a wire-bristle brush 
before being removed 
and stored for winter.

“If you remove the 
battery, be sure to 
store it in a protected 

location for the winter; 
a cool basement works 
best,” McKernan said.

Cleaning and stor-
ing mowers properly 
is just one part of end 
of-season-care. McK-
ernan also suggests us-
ing this time to sharp-
en mower blades.

“Sharpening rotary 
mower blades is fairly 
straightforward,” said 
McKernan, who listed 
the steps to guide the 
process:

• Check for major 
blade damage and re-
place what can’t be 
fixed.

• Remove grass and 
debris with a damp 
cloth. Dry the blade 
before sharpening.

 • Use a grinding 
wheel or hand-file to 
remove nicks from the 
cutting edge. If using a 
grinding wheel, match 
the existing edge an-
gle to the wheel. If 
hand-filing, file at the 
same angle as the ex-
isting edge.

• File edges to 1/32 
inch, or about the size 
of a period at the end 
of a sentence.

 • Avoid overheating 
the blade as this could 
damage it.

 • For optimum win-
ter storage, clean the 
blade with solvent or 
oil. Avoid using water 

because it will promote 
rust.

“Following these tips 
can help you better 
prepare your mower 
for winter storage and 
also save you some 
steps (next) spring,” 
McKernan said.

McKernan and his 
colleagues in K-State’s 
Department of Hor-
ticulture and Natural 
Resources produce a 
weekly Horticulture 
Newsletter with tips 
for maintaining home 
landscapes and gar-
dens.

www.fnbwashington.com
www.elkstatebank.com
www.agmarkllc.com
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Bekemeyer Enterprises, Inc
1497 17th Rd. • Washington
785-325-2274

Commercial Feedlot

Titan West Inc. 
Livestock Handling Equipment

Linn • 800-252-0847

Kuhlman Implement & 
Hardware
Linn • 785-348-5547

Herrs Machine & 
Hydrostatics
1745 Prospect Blvd
Washington • 785-325-2875

Farm Equipment 
& Repair

Farmers Cooperative
Grain/Feed/Energy/Lube/Tires

Hanover Branch • 785-337-2222

Pony Exp Serv Ctr • 785-337-2900

Palmer Grain, Inc.
208 N. Nadeau St. • Palmer
785-692-4516

Central Valley Ag Co-op 

www.cvacoop.com
785-325-2278

Kramer Oil
Marysville 
785-562-2466

Seed Companies

Ohlde Seed Farms 
1577 4th Rd • Palmer
785-692-4555

Reed Seed Sales 
Daymian Reed • Clyde
785-446-3394

Scheele Seed, LLC.
Roger Scheele
AgriGold, NC+, Cover Crop

2665 Hanover Ave. • Hanover
785-713-2336

Midwest Seed Farms
Your local Channel Seed and Pivot Bio dealer

Office: 785-348-3125
Ben Meyer(Agronomist): 785-747-6055

Linn Post & Pipe
711 Horizon Circle
Linn • 785-348-5526

Bruna Implement Company
Washington • 785-325-2232
www.brunaimplementco.com

Washington County Abstract
111 E. 3rd St. • Washington
Janeen Stewart • 785-325-3291

Abstract

Animal Health Center, P.A.
1633 Quivira Rd • Washington
785-325-2838

Dusin Enterprises
Floor Covering & Furniture
203 C St. • Washington
785-325-2379

Home  
Interior & Exterior

Parrack Trash Service
Washington
785-406-0269

Duflinger Disposal Service
125 E. 9th • Washington
785-325-3304

Jones Trash Service
Washington
785-325-2750

Trash Service

Pony Express Rental, LLC

2771 Hanover Ave. • Hanover
785-337-2227 • 785-337-2252

Storage

The Law Office of Elizabeth 
Baskerville-Hiltgen, P.A.
209 C. St. • Washington
785-325-2545

Legal

Meenen Self Storage
710 Horizon Circle • Linn
785-348-3030

KSDS Assistance Dogs Inc.
120 W. 7th • Washington
www.ksds.org • 785-325-2256

Twin Valley
Developmental Services
413 Commercial St. • Greenleaf

785-747-2251

Disability Services

Midwest Products, LLC
Sand/Gravel/Rock
Hanover/Clay Center/Washington

1-800-337-2252

Concrete Ready-Mix

Gallagher Plumbing & 
Heating, Inc.
HVAC, Plumbing, Trenching,
Septic Systems
Clyde • 785-446-2210

Electrical/Plumbing

B & W  Electric
Plumbing & Electrical Contractor

Hanover • 785-337-2598

Ward Funeral Home
Linn/Washington
785-325-2214

Funeral

Stone’s Southside Service
1002 South B St. • Washington
Tires & Towing • 785-325-2247
Gary’s Cell • 785-747-7489

M&M Tire, LLC 
100 E. 7th • Washington
785-325-2207

Meenen Transmission &
Auto Service
710 Horizon Circle • Linn
785-348-3030

R & R Auto
113 7th St. • Washington
785-325-2295

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

El Ranchero Mexican 
Restaurant
Washington • 785-510-6014
Mon-Sat 11am-2pm ; 4:30-8pm

Closed Sundays

JD’s Catering
Linn
785-348-5411

Ricky’s Cafe & Catering
323 W. North • Hanover
785-337-8903

Palmer Cafe
203 N Indiana • Palmer
785-692-4354

The Brewery
Industrial Park • Washington
Wed. - Sat. 4:30-10:30pm

Cougar’s Den Cafe
219 North Main • Morrowville
785-265-3001

Gug’s Bar & Grill
311 W North St • Hanover
785-337-2961

Haddam Cafe
417 Main St.
785-778-3135

Andy’s Hardware & Lumber
Farm & Home Supply Center
Hanover • 785-337-2821

Palmer Lumber
Peats Creek Trading Co.
200 E 2nd • 785-692-4536 

Jack’s Food Market 

303 5th • Linn
785-348-5411

Kier’s Thriftway
126 E. 2nd • Washington 
785-325-2385

United Bank & Trust 

www.ubankonline.com
Linn • 785-348-5521
Washington •  785-325-2202

Citizens National Bank 
of Greenleaf
www.thecnb.com
785-747-2261

Citizens State Bank 

www.csbmarysville.com
Hanover • 785-337-2224

FNB Washington 
www.fnbwashington.com
785-325-2221

Kaw Valley State Bank 
www.kvsb.net
785-455-3345 • Clifton

Thrivent 
110 East 2nd St. • Washington
connect.thrivent.com/lydiahiesterman

785-370-6200

Union State Bank 

www.usbcc.com
Palmer • 785-692-4511
Barnes • 785-763-4310

Hanover Hospital
Warren Clinic
Dr. Tyler Shriver, DO,Family Physician
Aubrie Schaefer, APRN FNP-C
Jayda Edgar, DNP, APRN, FNP-C
Lydia Easterberg - APRN, FNP-C 
205 S. Hanover St. • Hanover
785-337-2214

Washington County
Hospital
204 E. 3rd St. • Washington
785-325-2211

Camp Creek 
Golf Carts
Washington • 785-325-2120

Rose Garden RV Park
127 E. 9th  • Washington 
785-325-2411 • WiFi Available

Owen’s Originals Floral
211 C St • Washington
785-325-2026 • 800-767-3122

Country Antiques 
306 W. 6th St. • Washington
785-325-2051

Sunflower Mercantile
Mon.-Sat. 10am-5pm; Sun. 1-5pm

Barnes • 785-763-4052

Washington Health & Drug
227 C St. • Washington
785-325-3130

Pharmacies

Clarity EyeCare
Dr. Tony J. Brown, OD
Washington • 785-325-2289
Clay Center • 785-632-3822

Optometrist

Sunset Home 
Senior Living Community
Nursing | Assisted Living | Independent
620 2nd Ave. | Concordia
785-243-2720
sunsethomeinc.com

Senior Living

Teresa Kearn, LPC 
115 W 3rd • Washington
785-325-0954
teresakearn.com

Counseling

TLO Summit Ventures
Summitventuresks.com
Housing & Office Rentals
Linn • 785-317-1120

Apartments

Greenleaf Heights 
Apartments
300 Hillcrest Lane. • Greenleaf

785-747-2865

Hanover Housing 
Authority
100 N. Highland • Hanover

785-337-2692
housinghanover@gmail.com

Washington Housing 
Authority
310 Washington St • Washington

785-325-2416
wsha@bluevalley.net

Auctioneers & Realtors

Burt Farm & Ranch Realty
123 W. 2nd St. • Washington
www.tburtrealty.com

Midwest Land & Home
Mark Uhlik, Broker

303 C St. • Washington • 325-2740

www.MidwestLandandHome.com

Raymond Bott
Realty & Auction
119 C St. • Washington • 325-2734

www.bottrealtyauction.com

Sunset Home Assisted Living 
Medicaid-HCBS accepted
620 2nd Ave. | Concordia
785-243-2720
sunsethomeinc.com

Senior Living

The Dragastin Ins. Agency
117 C St. • Washington
785-325-2263

Farm Bureau Financial 
Services 

418 C St. • Washington
785-325-2227

Blue Valley Ins. Agencies
Greenleaf • 785-747-2872
Hanover • 785-337-2268
Linn • 785-348-5731
Marysville • 785-562-4310

TG Benefit Solutions
785-530-9781
Benefits.tg@gmail.com

Alexander Chiropractic
121 C St. • Washington
785-325-2739

Chiropractors

Washington Chiropractic 
& Wellness Clinic
Sara Baskerville-Crome, D.C.
317 C St. • Washington
785-325-3591

Family Medicine of 
Washington County
Dr. David Hodgson, MD
Dr. Kellen Sherlock, MD
302 E. 2nd St. • Washington
785-325-2240

Clinics & Hospitals

Clinics & Hospitals

C Street Styles
504 C St. • Washington
785-268-0648

Elements Salon & Day Spa
221 C St. • Washington
785-325-2266

AUTO SERVICES

AGRICULTURE DINING & CATERING

FINANCIAL SERVICES

GROCERY

HARDWARE

HOUSING

INSURANCE AGENCIES

MEDICAL & HEALTH

GROCERY

RETAIL

RENTALS

SALONS

SERVICES

VETERINARY

By Pat Melgares, 
K-State Extension news 
service

The U.S. Department 
of Agriculture’s Farm 
Service Agency an-
nounced Sept. 15 that 
election and enrollment 
for the 2026 crop year 
will run from Sept. 16 
through Dec. 11. The 
election and enrollment 
period for the 2027 crop 
year will run from Nov. 2 
through March 15, 2027.

K-State Extension 
farm economist Robin 
Reid said the Agriculture 
Risk Coverage (ARC) 
and Price Loss Coverage 
(PLC) programs provide 
income protection based 
on revenue or commod-
ity prices. Producers can 
choose ARC-County or 
PLC on a crop-by-crop 
basis, and make different 
decisions on different 
FSA farm numbers.

According to Reid, the 
delayed 2026 decision 

deadline gives farmers 
an unusual opportunity 
to have more informa-
tion about their crop 
before making their elec-
tion.

“There is a real advan-
tage this year by har-
vesting this crop before 
we are required to make 
the ARC/PLC decision,” 
Reid said. “Especially 
on wheat base, the mar-
keting year has already 
started and we have a 
couple of prices already 
published from USDA.”

Other crops have just 
begun their marketing 
years, Reid said, but 
price estimates are avail-
able.

The timing of the de-
cision could make this 
year's harvest particu-
larly useful in evaluating 
ARC and PLC. If rela-
tively high grain prices 
persist through the mar-
keting year, Reid said, 
the choice could depend 
largely on county yields.

“If there were dry 
conditions during the 
growing season and 
lower yields across the 
county, ARC might be 
the way to go because it 
will pay even at higher 
prices since it is a rev-
enue-based program,” 
Reid said.

Conversely, if county 
yields are above aver-
age, ARC would require 
a lower price to generate 
a payment, potentially 
making PLC more rele-
vant, Reid said. Farmers 
should use their own in-
dividual farm informa-
tion when comparing the 
programs, however.

“Farmers need to run 
the numbers for their 
individual farm,” Reid 
said. “As each farm has 
its’ own established pro-
gram yield with FSA, that 
will determine how large 
PLC payments would be 
in relation to potential 
ARC payments”

K-State has devel-

oped an online spread-
sheet to help producers 
evaluate potential ARC 
and PLC payments. The 
tool compares payment 
levels under different 
marketing-year average 
prices and is designed 
to help farmers examine 
the tradeoffs between 
the programs. A tutori-
al video and highlights 
from the video also are 
available through Ag-
Manager.info, a web-
site maintained by the 
K-State Department of 
Agricultural Economics.

Reid said farmers 
should begin considering 
their options but do not 
need to immediately visit 
their local FSA office.

“As many have started 
or will soon be starting 
harvest, I would encour-
age farmers to be think-
ing about the decision 
but there is no need to 
rush into the local FSA 
office at this time,” she 
said. “Get through har-

vest and evaluate how 
yields turned out, and 
then do the election and 
enrollment.”

Reid also encouraged 
producers not to wait un-
til the deadline because 
FSA offices could face 
heavy workloads and 
staffing constraints.

The USDA announce-
ment also included an 
update on new base 
acres, which farmers 
could qualify for if they 
were planting more 
acres than they had in 
base. More than 30 mil-
lion acres were eligible 
for new base-acre allo-
cations, exceeding the 
national cap. As a result, 
FSA applied a 3.69% re-
duction to newly allocat-
ed base acres. Existing 
base acres are not affect-
ed, according to Reid.

Meanwhile, ARC and 
PLC payments for the 
2025 crop are scheduled 
to begin in October 2026. 
As a result of the One Big 

Beautiful Bill Act, farm-
ers will receive the high-
er of the calculated ARC 
or PLC payment for that 
crop year, regardless of 
the program they elect-
ed.

Reid said corn, soy-
beans, wheat and grain 
sorghum will receive 
PLC payments for 2025, 
although ARC payments 
are higher in some cases 
for corn and soybeans. 
K-State shows estimates 
for these payments for 
farmers to use on their 
cash flow.

For the 2026 crop, 
Reid said producers can 
use the harvest results, 
available price informa-
tion and K-State's deci-
sion tools to make a more 
informed election before 
the Dec. 11 deadline.  
K-State’s Department of 
Agricultural Economics 
will also be having infor-
mational webinars as the 
deadline gets closer.

www.cvacoop.com
www.brunaimplementco.com
www.manager.info
www.thecnb.com
www.csbmarysville.com
www.fnbwashington.com
www.kvsb.net
www.connect.thrivent.com/lydiahiesterman
www.ubankonline.com
www.usbcc.com
www.sunsethomeinc.com
www.tburtrealty.com
www.midwestlandandhome.com
www.bottrealtyauction.com
www.teresakearn.com
www.sunsethomeinc.com
www.summitventuresks.com
www.ksds.org
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WCHS homecoming king Michael Peterson tries to balance 
the crown on the head of queen Macie Gepner. The duo were 
homecoming attendants when they were kindergarteners.

Eli Crome sprints to the outside and picks up some yardage 
for the Tigers.

Washington County quarterback Easton Finlayson keeps his kneeds off the ground and 
reaches across the goal line for a touchdown.

The Washington County Tiger defense converges for a group tackle against the Solomon 
running back during Friday’s football game.

Members of the WCHS 
pep band perform.
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                                        League   Overall

 W L W L

Linn 9 0 21 0
Centralia 8 0 24 0
Hanover 7 2 22 5
Doniphan West 6 4 12 8
Blue Valley 5 4 18 4
Axtell 5 5 12 11
Clifton Clyde 3 6 14 11
Valley Heights 3 6 13 13
Frankfort 1 7 3 19
Washington Co. 1 7 5 17
Onaga 1 8 7 12

TVL VOLLEYBALL
STANDINGS

As of Thursday, Oct. 1

Top 3 runners overall, TVL 
runners in top 10, local 

runners in top 40 (in bold)

FOOTBALL

CROSS COUNTRY

TVL FOOTBALL
SCOREBOARD

Friday, Oct. 2
Class 1A – 11-man

Centralia 47, Valley Heights 7

Onaga 42, Valley Falls 13

Maur Hill-Mount Academy 48, 

Doniphan West 6

8-man, Div. I

Clifton-Clyde 44, Chase County 12

Washington County 62, Solomon 20

8-man, Div. II

Hanover 52, Frankfort 6

Axtell 62, Troy 14

Linn 58, Blue Valley-Randolph 46

FOOTBALL STATS

Friday, Oct. 2
at Hanover

Hanover   24  22  6  -    52
Frankfort 6  0  0  -    6

Passing – Cohorst 5/11 for 101 
yds, 3 TDs.

Receiving – Stallbaumer 2 for 
50 yds, 2 TDs; B. Sedlacek 1 for 27 
yds, 1 TD; C. Bruna 1 for 14 yds; 
Kickhaefer 1 for 10 yds.

Rushing – C. Bruna 12 for 107 
yds, 3 TDs; Cohorst 5 for 62 yds, 1 
TD; Kickhaefer 1 for 1 yd.

Tackles – Kickhaefer 6.5, B. Sed-
lacek 5.5, C. Bruna 4.5, Stallbaum-
er 4, M. Dragastin 3, Schlabach 2.5, 
Cohorst 1.5, R. Sedlacek 1.5, Frits-
chi 1.5, Simpson 1.5, Cook 1, D. 
Dragastin .5, H. Bruna .5, Kyner .5.

Sacks – B. Sedlacek 1, M. Dra-
gastin 1.

Forced fumbles – Schlabach 1, 
Kickhaefer 1.

Fumble recoveries – Schlabach 
1.

Friday, Oct. 2
at Washington

Solomon   6 14  0  0   20
WaCo 12 12 6 32    62

Passing – Ea. Finlayson 3/6 for 
24 yds.

Receiving – Keesecker 1 for 13 
yds; Peterson 1 for 12 yds; Baker 
1 for -1 yd.

Rushing – Crome 13 for 206 yds, 
2 TDs; Ea. Finlayson 12 for 131 yds, 
3 TDs; Peterson 5 for 58 yds, 3 TDs.

Tackles – Peterson 14, Willbrant 
10, Baker 9, Novak 9, Ea. Finlayson 
8, Crome 7, Chandler 7, Hernan-
dez 5, El. Finlayson 4, Bruna 3, 
Keesecker 3, Kern 2.

Interceptions – Crome 1, Baker 
1, Willbrant 1.

Friday, Oct. 2
at Randolph

Linn   - -  -  -   58
Blue Valley - - - -    46

Passing – G. Ohlde 11/17 for 128 
yds, 4 TDs.

Receiving – C. Stunkel 8 for 93 
yds, 3 TDs; Klima 2 for 33 yds, 1 
TD; H. Stunkel 1 for 2 yds.

Rushing – G. Ohlde 23 for 170 
yds, 2 TDs; H. Stunkel 7 for 51 yds, 
1 TD; C. Winter 9 for 44 yds.

Tackles – Klima 13, C. Stunkel 
11.5, Herrs 9, Schoenberger 6.5, G. 
Ohlde 6, C. Winter 5, Crosby Win-
ter 4.5, H. Stunkel 3.5, Alverado 3, 
Nicolas-Castro .5, D. Ohlde .5.

Interceptions – C. Stunkel 1, 
Ohlde 2.

Forced fumbles – Ohlde 1, Herrs 
1.

Defensive TDs – C. Stunkel 1.

Friday, Oct. 2
at Cottonwood Falls

Clifton-Clyde   - - - -   44
Chase Co. - - - -    12

Passing – Damman 4/6 for 58 
yds.

Receiving – Benne 2 for 25 yds; 
Tiemeyer 1 for 18 yds; Newton 1 for 
15 yds.

Rushing – Damman 35 for 233 
yds, 3 TDs; Newton 12 for 96 yds, 2 
TDs; Germann 4 for 27 yds; Benne 
2 for 9 yds, 1 TD; Goeckel 1 for 4 
yds; Pruser 3 for 2 yds.

Tackles – Goeckel 12, Benne 
11, Damman 10, Affolter 6, Knox 6, 
LeClair 5, Tiemeyer 4, Germann 4, 
Newton 2.

Interceptions – Benne 1, Ger-
mann 1.

Republic County Cross 
Country Meet

Thursday, Sep. 24 at Belleville 
Country Club

Boys
1 C. Girard Clifton-Clyde 17:12.6

2 J. Luong Rock Hills 17:16.5

3 G. Wright Beloit 18:21.6

6 R. Girard Clifton-Clyde 18:55.8

22 I. Jackson Clifton-Clyde 21:21.8

Girls
1 T. Reeves Pike Valley 20:51.8

2 Rodriguez RepCo 21:22.6

3 L. Bruna Hanover 22:16.4

7 E. Begnoche Clifton-Clyde 23:54.2

Kills – Goeckel 10, Lutjemeier 6, 
Gepner 1.

Aces – Lutjemeier 3.
Set assists – Cheely 16.

Washington Co  10  13
Johnson-Brock  25  25

Kills – Goeckel 10, Lutjemeier 2, 
Gepner 1.

Blocks – Goeckel 1, Lutjemeier 
1.

Set assists – Cheely 12.

Washington Co  25  26
Frankfort  7  24

Kills – Goeckel 12, Lutjemeier 6, 
Gepner 3.

Aces – Goeckel 1, Lutjemeier 1.
Set assists – Cheely 14, Gepner 

2, Leduc 1.

Hanover  25  25
Valley Heights  21  14

Kills – G. Bruna 6, L. Bruna 6, D. 
Bruna 5, E. Bruna 3, E. Stallbaumer 
3, Meyn 1.

Aces – G. Bruna 2, Cohorst 1, D. 
Bruna 1.

Blocks – E. Stallbaumer 3.
Set assists – Meyn 18, D. Bruna 

2.

Hanover  25  25
Axtell  14  12

Kills – D. Bruna 10, E. Stallbau-
mer 8, G. Bruna 7, E. Bruna 2, L. 
Bruna 2.

Aces – L. Bruna 2, Meyn 1.
Blocks – E. Stallbaumer 2, L. 

Bruna 1, D. Bruna 1.
Set assists – Meyn 22, O’Dell 

2, Z. Stallbaumer 1, L. Bruna 1, E. 
Stallbaumer 1.

Hanover  25  25
Sacred Heart  10  9

Kills – D. Bruna 7, L. Bruna 4, E. 
Stallbaumer 4, G. Bruna 3, E. Bruna 
2, Meyn 1, O’Dell 1.

Aces – Cohorst 3, G. Bruna 1, D. 
Bruna 1.

Blocks – E. Stallbaumer 3, D. 
Bruna 2, L. Bruna 1.

Set assists – Meyn 17, Z. Stall-
baumer 4.

Hanover  25  25
Frankfort  12  16

Kills – D. Bruna 8, L. Bruna 7, G. 
Bruna 4, O’Dell 3, E. Stallbaumer 2, 
Meyn 1.

Aces – Jueneman 2, D. Bruna 2.
Blocks – O’Dell 2, E. Bruna 1, D. 

Bruna 1.
Set assists – Meyn 19, G. Bruna 

2, Cohorst 1, Z. Stallbaumer 1.

Hanover  25  27
Johnson-Brock  17  25

Kills – G. Bruna 10, D. Bruna 9, 
E. Stallbaumer 7, L. Bruna 6.

Aces – D. Bruna 2, L. Bruna 1.
Blocks – D. Bruna 3, L. Bruna 1.
Set assists – Meyn 28, G. Bruna 

1, D. Bruna 1.

Tuesday, Sept. 29
at Linn

Linn  25  25
Axtell  14  19

Kills – Bott 12, S. Hiltgen 8, Ba. 
Peters 6, Meier 3, Oehmke 1, Wert 
1.

Aces – S. Hiltgen 4, Bott 3, Turk 
1, E. Hiltgen 1, Br. Peters 1.

Set assists – S. Hiltgen 14, Bott 
13, Turk 4.

Linn  25  28
Blue Valley  14  26

Kills – S. Hiltgen 12, Ba. Peters 
5, Bott 5, E. Hiltgen 1, Meier 1, Wert 
1.

Aces – Bott 2, S. Hiltgen 2, Turk 
1, E. Hiltgen 1.

Blocks – Oehmke 3, Wert 1, 
Meier 1.

Set assists – Bott 13, S. Hiltgen 
6, Turk 4, Ba. Peters 1, Br. Peters 1.

Tuesday, Sept. 29
at Hanover

Hanover  25  25
Doniphan West  12  14

Kills – E. Stallbaumer 8, L. Bruna 
7, D. Bruna 6, G. Bruna 3, E. Bruna 
1.

Aces – Cohorst 2, Meyn 2, Juen-
eman 1, L. Bruna 1, D. Bruna 1.

Blocks – E. Stallbaumer 1, D. 
Bruna 3.

Set assists – Meyn 25.

Hanover  25  25
Onaga  11  9

Kills – E. Stallbaumer 6, D. Bru-
na 6, L. Bruna 4, G. Bruna 3, E. 
Bruna 1.

Aces – G. Bruna 3, Jueneman 
2, D. Bruna 2, Martin 1, Cohorst 1, 
Meyn 1, Z. Stallbaumer 1.

Blocks – D. Bruna 2, E. Stallbau-
mer 1.

VOLLEYBALL
GAME STATS

TVL VOLLEYBALL
SCHEDULE

Tuesday, Oct. 6
@Doniphan West – Valley Heights, 
Washington County

@Blue Valley – Centralia, Clif-
ton-Clyde

@Hanover – Frankfort, Manhattan 
CHIEF

@Onaga – Linn, Axtell

Tuesday, Sept. 29
Hanover def D-West 25-12, 25-14
D-West def Onaga 25-9, 25-20
Hanover def Onaga 25-11, 25-9
WaCo def Frankfort 25-13, 26-24**
Centralia def WaCo 25-22, 25-10**
Centralia def Frankfort 25-4, 25-14**
Linn def Axtell 25-14, 25-19
B. Val. def Axtell 28-26, 20-25, 25-20
Linn def Blue Valley 25-14, 28-26
Clifton Clyde def Valley Heights 25-
21, 23-25, 25-15
Valley Heights def Clifton Clyde 19-
25, 25-18, 25-20**

Thursday, Oct. 1
Hanover def Clif-Clyde 25-11, 25-20**
Hanover def Onaga 25-1, 25-11**
Clif-Clyde def Onaga 25-13, 25-12**
Centralia def V. Hgts 25-18, 25-20**
Centralia def Axtell 26-24, 25-23
Valley Hgts def Axtell 25-18, 25-20**
D-West def Frankfort 25-22, 25-16
Linn def Frankfort 25-14, 25-11**
Linn def D-West 25-21, 25-11**
**non-league match

TVL VOLLEYBALL
SCOREBOARD

VOLLEYBALL

TVL FOOTBALL
SCHEDULE

Friday, Oct. 9
11-man, Class 1A

Centralia at Riverside

Doniphan West at Jeff. Co. North

Jackson Heights at Onaga

Valley Heights at Valley Falls  

FOOTBALL (4-1) FOOTBALL (2-2)FOOTBALL (5-0) FOOTBALL (3-2)

WASHINGTON COCLIFTON-CLYDE

FALL SPORTS SCHEDULES
HANOVER LINN

Sept. 4 Blue Valley W 82-50
Sept. 11 Axtell L 0-56
Sept. 18 @Linn W 56-32
Sept. 25 @Herington W 48-0
Oct. 2 @Chase County W 44-12
Oct. 9 Canton-Galva
Oct. 16 @Washington Co.
Oct. 23 Solomon

Sept. 11 Lakeside W 52-6
Sept. 18 Clifton-Clyde L 32-56
Sept. 25 Hanover L 0-48
Oct. 2 @Blue Valley W 58-46
Oct. 9 Axtell
Oct. 16 Frankfort
Oct. 23 @Troy

Sept. 4 @Thayer Central W 62-20
Sept. 11 Washing. Co. W 46-0
Sept. 18 Ell-Saline W 52-0
Sept. 25 @Linn W 48-0
Oct. 2 Frankfort W 52-6
Oct. 9 @Troy
Oct. 16 @Axtell
Oct. 23 Blue Valley

Sept. 4 Frankfort L 28-44
Sept. 11 @Hanover L 0-46
Sept. 18 @Man. Eagles W 56-8
Sept. 25 Rock Hills W 54-6
Oct. 2 Solomon W 62-20
Oct. 9 @Herington
Oct. 16 Clifton-Clyde
Oct. 23 @Canton-Galva

VOLLEYBALL (14-11) VOLLEYBALL (26-0)VOLLEYBALL (22-5) VOLLEYBALL (9-18)

Sept. 1 Clifton-Clyde 1-1 1-1
Sept. 8 @Blue Valley 0-2 1-3
Sept. 12 @SylvLucas Trn. 5-0 6-3
Sept. 15 @Hanover 1-1 7-4
Sept. 19 @Rep. Co. Tourn. 2-2 9-6
Sept. 22 @Centralia 0-2 9-8
Sept. 26 @Wakefld Tourn. 3-1 12-9
Sept. 29 Clifton-Clyde 1-1 13-10
Oct. 1 Clifton-Clyde 1-1 14-11
Oct. 6 @Blue Valley
Oct. 10 TVL Tourney
Oct. 13 @Valley Heights

Aug. 29 @Ellis 3-0 3-0
Sept. 1 @Clifton-Clyde 2-0 5-0
Sept. 8 Linn 2-0 7-0
Sept. 10 @St. John’s-Bel. 2-0 9-0
Sept. 15 @Frankfort 2-0 11-0
Sept. 19 @Fairbury Tourn. 4-0 15-0
Sept. 22 @Washington 2-0 17-0
Sept. 29 Linn 2-0 19-0
Oct. 1 @Frankfort 2-0 21-0
Oct. 3 @CantGalv.Tourn 5-0 26-0
Oct. 6 @Onaga
Oct. 10 @Washington
Oct. 13 Linn

Sept. 1 @Valley Heights 2-0 2-0
Sept. 8 @Centralia 0-2 2-2
Sept. 12 @NemCent Tourn 4-2 6-4
Sept. 15 Hanover 2-0 8-4
Sept. 19 @RepCo Tourn. 4-0 12-4
Sept. 22 @Washington 1-1 13-5
Sept. 26 @Axtell Tourn. 5-0 18-5
Sept. 29 Hanover 2-0 20-5
Oct. 1 @Clifton-Clyde 2-0 22-5
Oct. 6 Hanover
Oct. 10 @TVL Tourn.
Oct. 13 @Doniphan West

Sept. 1 Washington 1-1 1-1
Sept. 8 @Onaga 0-2 1-3
Sept. 12 @Frankfort Tourn. 2-3 3-6
Sept. 15 @Doniphan West 0-2 3-8
Sept. 21 Washington 0-2 3-10
Sept. 22 Washington 0-2 3-12
Sept. 26 Axtell tourney 1-4 4-16
Sept. 29 @Frankfort 1-1 5-17
Oct. 3 @Rock Hills Tour. 4-1 9-18
Oct. 6 @Doniphan West
Oct. 10 TVL Tourn.
Oct. 13 @Valley Heights

KPREPS FOOTBALL 

WEEKLY RANKINGS 

TVL schools in bold

Rankings as of Oct. 6

8-MAN DIV. I
1 Lincoln 5-0
2 South Central 3-1
3 Wichita County 5-0
4 Oswego 5-0
5 Decatur County 4-1

8-MAN DIV. II
1 Hanover 5-0
2 Axtell 5-0
3 Little River 5-0
4 Sylvan-Lucas Unified 5-0
5 Hodgeman County 5-0

Set assists – Meyn 14, Z. Stall-
baumer 6.

Thursday, Oct. 1
at Clyde

Hanover 25 25
Onaga  - -

Kills – D. Bruna 7, E. Stallbaum-
er 6, L. Bruna 3, G. Bruna 2.

Aces – G. Bruna 7, L. Bruna 1.
Blocks – D. Bruna 2, E. Bruna 1, 

L. Bruna 1, E. Stallbaumer 1.
Set assists – Meyn 18, O’Dell 1.

Hanover  25 25
Clifton-Clyde  11  20

Kills – D. Bruna 10, L. Bruna 7, 
G. Bruna 5, Meyn 3, E. Stallbaumer 
1.

Aces – G. Bruna 3, D. Bruna 2, 
Jueneman 1, Cohorst 1.

Blocks – D. Bruna 5, E. Stallbau-
mer 1.

Set assists – Meyn 21, G. Bruna 
1.

8-Man Division I

Canton-Galva at Clifton-Clyde

Washington County at Herington  

8-Man Division II

Axtell at Linn

Blue Valley-Randolph at Frankfort

Hanover at Troy

Saturday, Sept. 26 at 
Wakefield Tourney

Clifton-Clyde 25 25
Pike Valley - -

Kills – Wurtz 11, Close 8, Baker 
5, Joy 2, Kieffer 1, Sacco 1.

Aces – Joy 6, Wurtz 1.
Blocks – Close 2, Sacco 1.
Set assists – Sacco 22, Kieffer 3, 

Skocny 1.

Clifton-Clyde  25  25
Wakefield  11  23

Kills – Wurtz 7, Baker 5, Joy 4, 
Kieffer 1, Sacco 1, Close 1.

Aces – Wurtz 3, Joy 3, Close 2, 
Sacco 1, Skocny 1.

Blocks – Close 3, Wurtz 2.
Set assists – Sacco 15, Fahey 2, 

Kieffer 1.

Clifton-Clyde  22  25  25
Bennington  25  16  18

Kills – Wurtz 11, Joy 11, Close 6, 
Baker 3, Kieffer 2.

Aces – Fahey 2, Joy 2, Close 2, 
Sacco 1, Wurtz 1.

Blocks – Baker 2, Joy 2, Sacco 
1, Close 1.

Set assists – Sacco 31, Joy 1.

Clifton-Clyde  11  19
Blue Valley  25  25

Kills – Baker 6, Wurtz 3, Close 3, 
Joy 2, Sacco 1.

Aces – Sacco 1, Joy 1.
Blocks – Kieffer 1, Joy 1, Close 

1.
Set assists – Sacco 9, Kieffer 3, 

Skocny 1, Close 1.

Saturday, Sept. 26 at
Axtell Tournament

Washington Co  8  5
St. John’s  25  25

Kills – Gepner 2, Goeckel 1, Lut-
jemeier 1.

Blocks – Lutjemeier 2, Goeckel 
1.

Set assists – Beikmann 3.

Washington Co  25  21  24
Diller-Odell  23  25  26

Kills – Goeckel 11, Lutjemeier 8, 
Gepner 4, Turner 2.

Aces – Lutjemeier 8, Gepner 2, 
Goeckel 1, Beikmann 1.

Blocks – Goeckel 3, Turner 1.
Set assists – Cheely 25.

Washington Co  16  23
Maur Hill  25  25 Photos by Dan Thalmann



 

Board minutes from around Washington County

BACKROADS NEWS & MEDIA

PG. 10 WASHINGTON COUNTY NEWS     I     THURSDAY, OCT. 8, 2026

Greenleaf • 785-747-2872
Linn • 785-348-2268 Hanover • 785-337-2268

Marysville • 785-562-4310

AT FOUR LOCATIONS TO BETTER SERVE YOU

Thanks pork producers!Thanks pork producers!

785-562-2466  |  www.krameroil.com

WE DIG THE PIG.

Our family serving your family since 1976

Celebrate National Pork Month

208 N. Nadeau
Palmer, KS

palmergrain.com

785-692-4516
800-441-9311

Thank you to all Thank you to all 
our pork farmers!our pork farmers!Ray J. Shinn

785-294-1514
ray@shinnappraisals.com

www.shinnappraisals.com

Specializing in Residential, Agricultural and Commercial 
Appraisals Certified General Licensed in Kansas and Nebraska.

We Support our Pork Producers and Farmers

Aaron Shin
785-294-1014

aaron@shinnappraisals.com

Stanton 
Farm 

Services
Morrowville 

785-265-3683

Stone’s Southside 
Service

1002 S B St.
Washington, KS 66968

785-325-2247

WASHINGTON, KS
785-325-2202

We proudly support our...

For all your hardwork and 
dedication to the industry,
we thank you!

PORK
PRODUCERS

LINN, KS
785-348-5521

www.ubankonline.com

Welch Agri-Services, LLC

Michael & Keelie Welch

Keelie: 620-249-6224

Michael: 785-541-1031

mkwelchconsulting@gmail.com

Clifton City Council
The Clifton City 

Council met Aug. 31. 
Present were mayor 
J.Tillinghast and coun-
cil members D.Detrixhe 
- J.Lange- - B.Cyphers. 
A.LeClair and G.Pruser 
were absent. Employ-
ees present were R.Ste-
phens  – C.Finkbiner- 
C.Vancampen. Guests 
present were Matthew 
Jorgenson, Airika Ohl-
de.

PWO CCLIP project 
Started Highway 9 chip 
sealed, Center lines and 
Crosswalk to be painted 
after 30days. 

Ball shack and pool 
have been winterized. 

Clerk: Becky will be 
going to CCMFOA con-
ference Nov 16-18th in 
Wichita. Becky will be 
out of the office Octo-
ber 5th-9th, J.Wunder-
le will cover these days 
from 8 a.m. to noon. 
Horse permit applica-
tion reviewed. Coun-
cil voted to approve a 
new permit for 3 hors-
es pending purchase of 
property and a secure 
fence is maintained per 
the application. Any ad-
ditional horses will re-
quire a new permit. 

Unfinished business: 
Playground update- 
Sept. 30 will be the last 
day to play on the exist-
ing playground struc-
ture, Oct 1-2 the park 
will be closed to start 
demolition, Airika Ohl-
de with the Park Im-
provement Committee 
gave update, Oct 5th 
Kyle Brabb is scheduled 
to do dirt work. The new 
playground equipment 
will be in around Oct 
19th, the park commit-
tee has about 8 volun-
teers lined up for install 
that week. Council vot-
ed to donate water and 
cce from T’s Grocery 
or Kisby’s Pit Stop for 
the volunteers during 
the installation. Coun-
cil voted to approve 

NCRP invoices totaling 
$10,000 to be sent to 
Kansas Commerce to 
release grants funds for 
administration fees. 

Curb/Gutter at Grade 
School- CP concrete 
is expecting to start 
in Oct, date to be an-
nounced, weather per-
mitting.

New business: The 
city is helping to facil-
itate a BLOCK grant 
for the businesses and 
property owners on 
Parallel between Clif-
ton and Cloud street. 
The grant will allow the 
building to be updated 
and give our downtown 
street a more cohesive 
and welcoming look, 
to promote economic 
growth in our commu-
nity. The application is 
due Sept 30th and will 
be awarded around Oct 
9th. 

The Clifton City 
Council met July 27. 
Present were mayor 
J.Tillinghast, council 
members A.LeClair- 
D.Detrixhe - J.Lange- 
G.Pruser - B.Cyphers, 
employees R.Stephens  
– C.Finkbiner- C.Van-
campen, and guests 
Matthew Jorgenson, 
Rachel McHenry, Shir-
ley Leiszler, Daniel 
Deaver, Judy Deaver.

Swimming pool: 2027 
Financial review of pool 
season. 

PWO Annual Clay 
Center Highway de-
partment Chip Sealing 
has been completed, 
and stayed under bud-
get. CCLIP project is 
scheduled to start 9/7-
9/8 on Highway 9. Four 
waterline leaks were 
repaired this month, 
Birchwood, Linden and  
2 on Strand. New ser-
vice line on Mulberry 
for the new Green Acres 
RV park and old water 
line removed from new 
Catholic Church proj-
ect. Lead and copper 

water tests competed 
with no concerns. 

Clerk: Council aap-
proved donating the 
current playground to 
Green Christian school, 
with signed weaver. 
Green Christian School 
is responsible for re-
moval of playground. 
Contract with Aspire-
2play complete, Park 
Improvement Commit-
tee has change order be-
fore the order is placed. 
Council approved the 
change order. City will 
be working with busi-
nesses on promotional 
materials to welcome 
contractors with the 
Sunflower Electric Proj-
ect. 

Unfinished business: 
New City Hall Sign- – 
Installation planned 
for week of September 
14th.  

Kansas employee 
health benefits – Coun-
cil approved three-year 
contract. Curb/Gutter 
at Grade School- CP 
Concrete was lowest 
bid, USD 224, City and 
Robert Wunderle ac-
cept bid, will work to-
gether on scheduling. 

City of Barnes
The Barnes City Coun-

cil met July 8. Present 
were mayor Shannon 
Height, council mem-
bers Garrett Cudney, 
John Diederich and 
Marilyn Rogers, Nik Se-
divy, Seth Wurtz, trea-
surer Shelley Parker 
and clerk Kim Perkins. 
Council voted to allow 
Brian Turk to get five 
gallons of Round-Up 
and charge to the city.  

The Council okayed 
having Colby Smith 
help clean out the gut-
ters and other miscella-

neous jobs if needed.  

The Barnes City 
Council met Aug. 3. 
Present were mayor 
Shannon Height, coun-
cilmembers Garrett 
Cudney, John Died-
erich, Marilyn Rogers, 
Nik Sedivy, Seth Wurtz, 
treasurer Shelley Park-
er and clerk Kim Per-
kins.  

The 2027 Budget 
for the City of Barnes 
was presented and 
reviewed. The coun-
cil approved the 2027 
Budget. The budget was 
signed by all council 
members and delivered 
by clerk Perkins to the 
Washington County 
Clerk.

A bill from Hanover 
Insurance was pre-
sented to the council 
for special event in-
surance for the Barnes 
150th Celebration for 
the weekend of Aug. 14-
15. Also, a donation to 
Kennedy Anne Music 
was discussed for her 
performance during the 
Barnes 150th Celebra-
tion. Council voted to 
pay insurance bill and 
the donation.  

Council voted to ap-
prove the liquor license 
the Barnes Fire Depart-
ment applied for for 
the beer garden for the 
Barnes 150th Celebra-
tion.  

Washington 
County Hospital

The Washington 
County Hospital Board 
of Directors met Aug. 
17. Present were Jana 
Rollman, Mike Kongs, 
Staci Cardenas, Lawson 
Babb and Scott Bokel-
man. Others present 
were Roxanne Schot-

tel, CEO, and Cynthia 
Scheer, Washington 
County News. 

Schottel informed 
the board that a kick-
off meeting with HFG 
regarding a new Ru-
ral Health Clinic will 
be Aug. 19.  Kongs and 
Babb will represent the 
board at that meeting.      

Apple Roofing still 
has not contacted the 
hospital with a timeline 
of replacing the section 
of roof that needs re-
paired.  

Schottel reported that 
the daycare remodel is 
progressing well.  It will 
be at full capacity with 
a wait list when it opens 
in September.          

Kim Francis, nurse 
practitioner student, 
will be doing a clinical 
rotation at FMWC in 
September and Octo-
ber.    

The north elevator is 
still down. TK Elevator 
is planning to be here 
this week to start re-
pairs.  

Schottel reported that 
a clinic meeting was 
Aug. 10. Plans are to 
have monthly meetings.  

 Tony Blake with Stra-
tegic Impact Group was 
in-house August 10-12.  

Kongs and Rollman 
recently toured the new 
Wymore Clinic and 
gave a report. 

The board went into 
executive session for 
contract negotiations to 
include the CEO for 20 
minutes. 

The board went into 
executive session for 

non-elected personnel 
to include the CEO for 
20 minutes.  

The Washington 
County Hospital Board 
of Directors met Aug. 
24. Present were Jana 
Rollman, Mike Kongs, 
Staci Cardenas, Lawson 
Babb and Scott Bokel-
man. Others present 
were Roxanne Schottel, 
CEO. 

The board went into 
executive session for 
contract negotiations at 
7:03 a.m. to include the 
board and CEO and re-
turn to regular session 
at 7:25 a.m. 

Dr. Kyle McGatlin 
joined the meeting at 
7:28 a.m. The board 
went into executive ses-
sion for contract nego-
tiations at 7:30 a.m. to 
include the board, CEO 
and Dr. Kyle McGatlin 
and return to regular 
session at 9 a.m 

www.shinnappraisals.com
www.palmergrain.com
www.krameroil.com
www.ubankonline.com
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PUBLIC NOTICE

IN THE TWELFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

DISTRICT COURT, WASHINGTON COUNTY, KANSAS

CIVIL DEPARTMENT

THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS )
OF THE COUNTY OF WASHINGTON, KANSAS )
   Plaintiff,   ) 
vs.     ) Case No. WS-2026-CV-000006
     )
THAINE HARRIS, et al.,   )
  Defendants,  )     
     )
PURSUANT TO CHAPTER 60 AND 79 OF
KANSAS STATUTES ANNOTATED

THE STATE OF KANSAS TO DEFENDANTS WHOSE ADDRESSES ARE KNOWN:

Parcel No. 1:  Thaine Harris, 211 S 17th St., Apt. 114 , Marysville, KS 66508; Thaine Harris, 313 East St, 
Hollenberg, KS 66946; Kansas Secretary of DCF, Re:  WS 2007-DM-000031, 555 S. Kansas Ave., 4th 
Floor, Topeka, KS 66603; Kansas Attorney General’s Office, 120 SW 10th Ave., #2, Topeka, KS 66612
Parcel No. 3:  Graham Orville, C/O Dwight Graham, 911 Dorsey St., Beatrice, NE 68310; Lawrence 
Graham, 306 W. 6th St., Washington, KS 66968; Norman Waterman, 301 S. Park St., Beloit, KS 67420; 
Willisa Rains, Heir of Dwight E. Graham, Deceased, 25184 Knoll Way, Madera, CA 93638; Leah Nutter, 
Heir of Dwight E. Graham, Deceased, 747 N. Francher Rd., Clovis, CA 93619; Buff Bronson aka Buff 
Branson, Heir of Dwight E. Graham, Deceased, 1493 Kenneth Ave., Baldwin, NY 11510; Billie Mead aka 
Billy Mead, Heir of Dwight E. Graham, De-ceased, 809 Main St., Kismek, KS 67859; Danny Pugh, Heir of 
Dwight E. Graham, Deceased, 3344 C St., #3,San Diego, CA 92102; Tom Pugh, Heir of Dwight E. Gra-
ham, Deceased, 1837 Carrol Ave., Merrick, NY 11566; Fran-cis Graham Estate, c/o Ruth Graham, Exec., 
Heir of Dwight E. Graham, Deceased, 3625 SW 29th St., Ste. 101, Topeka, KS 66614; Dwight Graham 
Memorial Scholarship Fund, At Manhattan Bible College, Heir of Dwight E. Graham, Deceased, Attn:  Rob 
Berard, 1415 Anderson Ave., Manhattan, KS 66502; Washington Christian Church, Heir of Dwight E. 
Graham, Deceased, c/o Clint Stamm, Trustee, 2154 17th Rd., Washington, KS 66968

Parcel No. 5:  Carolyn Harris, PO Box 12, Mahaska, KS 66955; Carolyn Harris, 307 N Maple St, Ma-
haska, KS 66955

Parcel No. 6:  Raymond E Sommerville, C/O Alisha Sommerville, 1004 18th St., Apt 203, Belleville, KS 
66935; Sarah E Sommerville, C/O Alisha Sommerville, 1004 18th St., Apt 203, Belleville, KS 66935; Ray-
mond E Sommerville, 127 S School Ave, Mahaska, KS 66955; Sarah E Sommerville, 127 S School Ave, 
Mahaska, KS 66955; New Century Bank, NA, P.O. Box 100, Belleville, KS 66935

Parcel No. 7:  Charles A Rolen, 214 S Wabash Ave., Norton, KS 67654;  F June Rolen, 214 S Wabash 
Ave., Norton, KS 67654; Gullion Carol, 214 S Wabash Ave., Norton, KS 67654; Charles A Rolen , 2857 
Arrowhead Rd, Union Twp, KS 66955; F June Rolen, 2857 Arrowhead Rd, Union Twp, KS 66955; Gullion 
Carol, 2857 Arrowhead Rd, Union Twp, KS 66955; Carol Gullion , 2857 Arrowhead Rd, Mahaska, KS 
66955

Parcel Nos. 9 & 11:  Russell J Dimartino, C/O Kathleen Vaught, 27455 Basin Ct., Menisee, CA 92584; 
Russell J Dimartino, 702 Kansas Ave, Haddam, KS 66944; Russell J Dimartino, 513 Kansas Ave, Had-
dam, KS 66944

Parcel No. 10:  Garot Plumm, 11816 Johnson Dr., Shawnee, KS 66203; Garot Plumm, 415 Kansas Ave, 
Haddam, KS 66944; City of Haddam, Attn:  City Clerk, P.O. Box 25, Haddam, KS 66944

Parcel No. 12:  Margye M Bobbitt, 344 20th Rd, Haddam Twp, KS 66944; Internal Revenue Service, De-
partment of Treasury, 1500 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W., Washington, DC 20220; United States of America, 
c/o U.S. Attorney, 1200 Epic Center, 301 N. Main, Wichita, KS 67202; Todd Blanche or Current Attorney 
General, US Department of Justice, 950 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W., Washington, DC 20530-0009

Parcel No. 16:  Jeanne A Elsasser, 100 E Elm St., Hanover, KS 66945; Gary A Cornett, 100 E Elm St., 
Hanover, KS 66945; Wesley Jorgenson, 100 E Elm St., Hanover, KS 66945; Stephanie Jorgenson, 100 E 
Elm St., Hanover, KS 66945; Regina L. Thompson, Attorney for Shayna Jorgenson, Aka Shayna O. Jenks, 
Aka Shayna O. Swearingen, 310 4th St., P.O. Box 166, Scandia, KS 66966-0166; Steve Kraushaar, At-
torney for Wesley Jorgenson, 1017 Broadway, Marysville, KS 66508; Donna J. Long, 12th Judicial District 
Court Trustee, Re: WS 2012-DM-000010,

P.O. Box 292, Scandia, KS 66966

Parcel No. 20:  Concordia Travel Center LLC, 2599 US Hwy 36, Cuba, KS 66940; Concordia Travel 
Center LLC, 1159 17th Rd., Coleman Twp, KS 66968

Parcel No. 21:  Jeanette Hoerner, 207 N Pine St., Linn, KS 66953; Jeanette Hoerner, 2007 N. Pine St., 
Linn, KS 66953; Shelly McClain, 309 W. Elm St., Hanover, KS 66945; Kansas Estate Recovery for KDHE, 
4011 SW 29th St., #373, Topeka, KS 66614
Parcel No. 23:  Gilbert S Jorgenson, 2276 11th Rd., Greenleaf, KS 66943; Gilbert S Jorgenson, 112 Main 
St., Greenleaf, KS 66943

Parcel No. 24:  Charles Justis, 214 W Elm St., Waterville, KS 66548; Leila L Justis, 214 W Elm St., 
Waterville, KS  66548; Charles Justis, 604 Main St., Greenleaf, KS 66943; Leila L Justis, 604 Main St., 
Greenleaf, KS 66943

Parcel No. 25:  Edward Anthony Eaton, 108 N Center St., Barnes, KS 66933; Kansas Department of 
Revenue, P.O. Box 12005, Topeka, KS 66612-2005; Kansas Attorney General’s Office, 120 SW 10th Ave., 
#2, Topeka, KS 66612
Parcel No. 28:  Tawnya Klataska, 509 Main St., Greenleaf, KS 66943; Tawnya Klataska, 2442 3rd Rd., 
Kimeo Twp, KS 66943; Rickey Klataska, 5115 Manzana Dr., Colorado Springs, CO 80911; Kansas Attor-
ney General’s Office, 120 SW 10th Ave., #2, Topeka, KS 66612; Kansas Secretary of DCF, Re:  WS-2016-
DM-000021, 555 S. Kansas Ave., 4th Floor, Topeka, KS 66603

THE STATE OF KANSAS TO DEFENDANTS WHOSE ADDRESSES ARE UNKNOWN OR ARE NO 

LONGER AT THE CURRENT ADDRESSES FOUND:

Parcel No. 3:  Rosemary Pifer, Deceased; Unknown Heirs of Rosemary Pifer, Deceased, Addresses 
Unknown; Orville J. Graham, Deceased; Unknown Heirs of Orville J. Graham, Deceased, Addresses 
Unknown ; Maurice Graham, Deceased; Unknown Heirs of Maurice Graham, Deceased, Addresses 
Unknown; Raymond Willbrant, Deceased; Unknown Heirs of Raymond Willbrant, Deceased, Addresses 
Unknown; Gayle Kuchera, Deceased, Un-known Heirs of Gayle Kuchera, Deceased, Addresses Unknown
Parcel No. 21:  Jeanette Hoerner, Deceased; Unknown Heirs of Jeanette Hoerner, Deceased, Addresses 
Unknown

Together with the unknown heirs, executors, administrators, devisees, trustees, creditors and assigns of 
such of Defendants as may be deceased; the unknown spouses of Defendants; the un-known officers, 
successors, trustees, creditors and assigns of such Defendants as are existing, dis-solved or dormant cor-
porations; the unknown executors, administrators, devisees, trustees, creditors, successors and assigns 
of such Defendants as are or were partners or in partnership; the unknown guardians, conservators, and 
trustees of such of Defendants as are minors or are in any way under legal disability; and the unknown 
heirs, executors, administrators, devisees, trustees, creditors and assigns of any person alleged to be 
deceased and made Defendants as such.
You are hereby notified that an Amended Petition has been filed in the Twelfth Judicial Dis-trict, District 
Court of Washington County, Kansas, by the Board of County Commissioners of Wash-ington County, 
Kansas, praying that the Court determine the particular tract, lot or pieces of real es-tate described below, 
and the name of the owners and persons who have an interest therein; that the Court thereupon adjudge 
and decree such amount so found to be due to be the first and prior lien upon such property; that each 
Defendant be required to appear and establish their claim, estate, title or interest in said property, and that 
the Court shall adjudge and decree that such property be sold at public sale for the satisfaction of such 
lien, charges and costs, that Plaintiff be given such other nec-essary relief as it may be entitled to or shall 
be necessary and proper; and you are hereby required to plead to the Petition on or before November 18, 
2026, in the Court at the Washington County Courthouse, Clerk of the District Court, 214 C. Street, Suite 
6, Washington, KS  66968. If you fail to plead, judgment and decree will be entered in due course upon 
the Petition. The parcel number shown above each of the names of Defendants is the parcel number of 
each real estate tract in which each Defendant is believed to claim such interest. The real estate identified 
by parcel number which is the subject matter of this action is as follows:

Michelle L. Brenwald #19287       
Christopher A. McElgunn  #13359
KLENDA AUSTERMAN LLC       
301 N. Main, Ste. 1600       
 
Wichita, KS  67202        
Telephone: (316) 267-0331
Facsimile:  (316) 267-0333
mbrenwald@klendalaw.com
cmcelgunn@klendalaw.com
www.klendalaw.com/taxsales
Attorneys for Plaintiff
2BN0094  

NOTICE OF SUIT

Parcel No.  1

Tax ID No. 1-00279
Legal Description:  Lots Fifteen (15), 
Sixteen (16), Seventeen (17), Eighteen 
(18), and Nineteen (19), in Block Two 
(2), in Clapps Addition, in the City of 
Hollenberg, in Washington County, 
Kansas.
Approximate Location:  313 EAST ST, 
HOLLENBERG, KS 66946
Delinquent Years:  2021-2025;   Re-
demption Amount:  $1,004.08
Current Owners:  HARRIS, THAINE
Parcel No.  3

Tax ID No. 1-00590
Legal Description:  A tract of land 
described as follows;-beginning at the 
northwest corner of the northeast quar-
ter (NE1/2) of section number ten (10), 
in township number two (2) south, of 
range number three (3) east of the sixth 
principal meridian and running thence 
south along said quarter section line for 
a distance of eighteen (18) rods; thence 
east twenty-five (25) feet; thence north 
parallel with the west line of said quarter 
section eighteen (18) rods; thence west 
twenty-five (25) feet to the place of 
beginning, Washington County, Kansas.
Approximate Location:  OSAGE RD, 
FARMINGTON TWP, KS 66968
Delinquent Years:  2020-2025;   Re-
demption Amount:  $857.91
Current Owners:  ORVILLE, GRAHAM
Parcel No.  5

Tax ID No. 1-00899
Legal Description:  Lots Six (6), Seven 
(7), Eight (8), and Nine (9) in Block Five 
(5), in the City of Mahaska, formerly the 
town of Bonham., Washington County, 
Kansas.
Approximate Location:  307 N MAPLE 
ST, MAHASKA, KS 66955
Delinquent Years:  2021-2025;   Re-
demption Amount:  $3,167.81
Current Owners:  HARRIS, CAROLYN
Parcel No.  6

Tax ID No. 1-00965
Legal Description:  A tract of land 
described as follows: Beginning at a 
point 620 feet South of the Northeast 
corner of the Northeast Quarter (NE¼) 
of Section Seven (7), Township One (1) 
South, Range One (1) East of the 6th 
P.M., then running West parallel with 
the North line of the Quarter Section 
330 feet, thence South parallel with the 
East line of said Quarter Section 100 
feet, thence East parallel with the north 
line of said Quarter Section 330 feet, 
thence North along the East line of said 

Quarter Section 100 feet to the place of 
beginning; said tract being designated 
as the South Half (S½) of Lot Fourteen 
(14) in the Northeast Quarter (NE1/4) 
of Section Seven (7), Township One (I) 
South. Range One (1) East of the 6th 
P.M, in Washington County, Kansas, 
including the Commodore Mobile Home 
#2133629 which is installed on a foun-
dation on this real property;
Approximate Location:  127 S SCHOOL 
AVE, MAHASKA, KS 66955
Delinquent Years:  2020-2025;   Re-
demption Amount:  $1,364.59
Current Owners:  SOMMERVILLE, 
RAYMOND E & SARAH E
Parcel No.  7

Tax ID No. 1-01000
Legal Description:  A tract of land de-
scribed as follows: Beginning 1500 feet 
south of the northeast corner of Section 
Seven (7), in Township One (1) South, 
of Range One (1), East of the 6th P.M., 
running thence west 357.5 feet; thence 
south 609.25 feet; thence east 357.5 
feet; thence north 609.25 feet, to the 
place of beginning, all in Washington 
County, Kansas, and designated as 
Lot 21 in the North East Quarter (NE 
¼) of Section 7, in Township 1 South, 
of Range 1 East, on the Tax Rolls of 
Washington County, Kansas.
Approximate Location:  2857 ARROW-
HEAD RD, UNION TWP, KS 66955
Delinquent Years:  2021-2025;   Re-
demption Amount:  $1,398.12
Current Owners:  ROLEN, CHARLES A 
& F JUNE, GULLION CAROL
Parcel No.  9

Tax ID No. 1-01404
Legal Description:  Lots Twelve (12) and 
Thirteen (13), in Block Thirteen (13), 
in the City of Haddam, in Washington 
County, Kansas
Approximate Location:  513 KANSAS 
AVE, HADDAM, KS 66944
Delinquent Years:  2020-2025;   Re-
demption Amount:  $1,027.80
Current Owners:  DIMARTINO, RUS-
SELL J
Parcel No.  10

Tax ID No. 1-01415
Legal Description:  Lots Seven (7) and 
Eight (8) in Block Eleven (11) in the 
City of Haddam, Washington County, 
Kansas
Approximate Location:  415 KANSAS 
AVE, HADDAM, KS 66944
Delinquent Years:  2021-2025;   Re-
demption Amount:  $2,412.03
Current Owners:  PLUMM, GAROT

Parcel No.  11

Tax ID No. 1-01489
Legal Description:  Lots One (1), Two 
(2), Three (3), and Pour (4) in, Block 
Forty-seven (47), in the City of Haddam, 
in Washington County, Kansas
Approximate Location:  702 KANSAS 
AVE, HADDAM, KS 66944
Delinquent Years:  2020-2025;   Re-
demption Amount:  $949.09
Current Owners:  DIMARTINO, RUS-
SELL J
Parcel No.  12

Tax ID No. 1-01496
Legal Description:  The North Half of 
the Northwest Quarter (N½NW¼) of 
Section Twenty-eight (28), Township 
two (2) South, Range One (1) East 
of the 6th P.M., Washington County, 
Kansas; LESS a tract of land in the 
Northeast Quarter of the Northwest 
Quarter (NE/4 of the NW/4) of Section 
28, Township 2 South, Range 1 East, 
of the 6th P.M., in Washington County, 
Kansas, being more fully described as 
follows: BEGINNING at the Northeast 
(NE) corner of said NW/4; THENCE 
North 90°00’00” West along the North 
Line of said NW/4 for 720.00 feet to a 
1/2” x 30” rebar with plastic cap (w/PC); 
THENCE South 00°00’00” East through 
a 1/2” x 30” rebar w/PC at 30.00 feet for 
a distance of 414.33 feet to a 1/2” x 30” 
rebar w/PC; THENCE North 90°00’00” 
East for 332.90 feet to a 1/2” x 30” rebar 
w/PC; THENCE North 62°23’39” East 
for 436.63 feet to a 1/2” x 30” rebar 
w/PC on the East Line of said NW/4; 
THENCE North 00°02’53” East along 
said East Line through a 1/2” x 30” 
rebar w/PC at 182.00 feet for a distance 
of 212.00 feet to the point of beginning.
Approximate Location:  344 20TH RD, 
HADDAM TWP, KS 66944
Delinquent Years:  2021-2025;   Re-
demption Amount:  $4,162.96
Current Owners:  BOBBITT, MARGYE 
M
Parcel No.  16

Tax ID No. 1-02431
Legal Description:  Lots 8 and 9, in 
Block 3, in THOMPSON’S SECOND 
ADDITION to the City of Hanover, 
Washington County, Kansas
Approximate Location:  100 E ELM ST., 
HANOVER, KS 66945
Delinquent Years:  2021-2025;   Re-
demption Amount:  $2,976.15
Current Owners:  ELSASSER JEANNE 
A; CORNETT GARY A; JORGENSON 
WESLEY & STEPHANIE

Parcel No.  20

Tax ID No. 1-04401
Legal Description:  A tract of land in 
Southeast Quarter (SE¼) of Section 
Two (2) Township Three (3) South, of 
Range Two (2) East of the 6th P.M., 
Washington County, Kansas, described 
as follows:  Beginning at point 2,011.17 
feet West and 75 feet North of the 
Southeast corner of Section 2, Town-
ship 3 South of Range 2 East; thence 
West along the North line of U.S. 
Highway No. 36 right of way distance 
of 250 feet; thence North a distance of 
300 feet; thence East a distance of 230 
feet; thence in a Southeasterly direction 
along the West right of way line of 
Kansas Highway No. 15 a distance of 
304 feet to the place of beginning, all in 
Washington County, Kansas, subject to 
highway, easements, restrictions, and 
rights-of-way; and subject to driveway, 
water and sewer systems use agree-
ment, commonly known os 1157 and 
1159 17th Road, Morrowville, Kansas.
Approximate Location:  1159 17TH RD., 
COLEMAN TWP, KS 66968
Delinquent Years:  2020-2025;   Re-
demption Amount:  $7,157.31
Current Owners:  CONCORDIA 
TRAVEL CENTER LLC
Parcel No.  21

Tax ID No. 1-05321
Legal Description:  Beginning at a point 
1174½ feet east and 564 feet south of 
the northwest corner of Section Twenty-
seven (27), Township Four (4) South, 
Range Three (3) East of the 6th P. M., 
in Washington County, Kansas, said 
beginning point being 66 feet east of 
the southeast corner of Block Nine (9) 
of the City of Linn, Kansas, and running 
thence east 105 feet, thence south 
123 feet, more or less, to the north 
line of the right of way of the Missouri 
Pacific Railroad Company, thence in a 
southwesterly direction along the north 
line of said right of way 120 feet, more 
or less, to a point due south of the point 
of beginning, thence north 130 3/4 feet, 
more or less, to the place of beginning, 
except a roadway 20 feet wide off of the 
south side of said tract and adjoining 
said railroad right of way on the north, 
said roadway extending from “D”  Street 
in the City of Linn northeast a distance 
of 120 feet, subject to easements and 
restrictions, visible and of record.
Approximate Location:  2007 N. PINE 
ST., LINN, KS 66953
Delinquent Years:  2020-2025;   Re-

demption Amount:  $4,264.69
Current Owners:  HOERNER, JEA-
NETTE
Parcel No.  23

Tax ID No. 1-05680
Legal Description:  Lots Sixteen (16) 
Seventeen (17), and Eighteen (18), in 
Block Eight (8), in the City of Greenleaf, 
in Washington County, Kansas
Approximate Location:  112 MAIN ST., 
GREENLEAF, KS 66943
Delinquent Years:  2020-2025;   Re-
demption Amount:  $4,741.27
Current Owners:  JORGENSON, 
GILBERT S
Parcel No.  24

Tax ID No. 1-05904
Legal Description:  The South One-Half 
(S 1/2) of Lot Two (2) and all of Lot 
Three (3), Block Four (4), Lenoux Addi-
tion a/k/a South Greenleaf, Greenleaf, 
Washington County, Kansas
Approximate Location:  604 MAIN ST., 
GREENLEAF, KS 66943
Delinquent Years:  2021-2025;   Re-
demption Amount:  $3,173.86
Current Owners:  JUSTIS, CHARLES 
& LEILA L
Parcel No.  25

Tax ID No. 1-06163
Legal Description:  Lots Fourteen (14) 
and Fifteen (15), in Block Two (2), 
in Claypool’s Addition to the City of 
Barnes, in Washington County, Kansas
Approximate Location:  108 N CENTER 
ST., BARNES, KS 66933
Delinquent Years:  2020-2025;   Re-
demption Amount:  $2,667.59
Current Owners:  EATON, EDWARD 
ANTHONY
Parcel No.  28

Tax ID No. 1-08152
Legal Description:  A tract in the North-
west Quarter of Section 24, Township 
5 South, Range 4 East of the 6” P.M., 
Washington County, Kansas, described 
as: Beginning at the Northeast corner 
of the Northwest Quarter of Section 24, 
thence South 466.7 feet, thence West 
466.7 feet, thence North 466.7 feet to 
the Section line, thence East 466.7 feet 
along the Section line to the point of 
beginning.
Approximate Location:  2442 3RD RD., 
KIMEO TWP, KS 66943
Delinquent Years:  2020-2025;   Re-
demption Amount:  $4,186.32
Current Owners:  KLATASKA, TA

www.klendalaw.com/taxsales
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HOUSE

Building Dedication

Open House

Open
Sunday 11 October, 2026

16 C St.

“A single day in your courts is better

than a thousand anywhere else!

I would rather be a gatekeeper in the

house of my God than live the good

life in the homes of the wicked.”

Psalm 84:10

Join us for cake and punch and tour

the building from 2 - 4 p.m.

Washington Christian Church

You are warmly invited to join us in

dedicating our new building during

the morning worship service on

October 11 at 10:30.

NOTICE TO BID

Hanover Hospital – Marysville Rural Health Clinic Remodel
Hanover Hospital is accepting bids for the Lincoln Center 
Health Clinic Remodel located at 405 N 4th Street, Marysville, 
KS 66508.
The project consists of  an approximately 546-square-foot 
interior clinic renovation, including demolition and remod-
eling as shown in the project drawings prepared by T7 Draft-
ing. The plans include modifications to the existing interior 
layout, construction of  clinic rooms, lab/med space, provid-
er/nurse station, waiting area, and associated finishes and 
improvements. The drawings identify existing walls, doors, 
and built-ins to be removed and windows to be sealed and 
covered. 2613-HHMC-092826.pdf
Bid Start: October 8, 2026
Bid Deadline: October 23, 2026 at 12:00 p.m. CST
Interested contractors should contact Brittni Oehmke at 
boehmke@hanoverhospitalks.com to receive the complete 
bid package and project drawings and to schedule a project 
walk-through.
Bids should include the total project cost, anticipated con-
struction schedule, and any exclusions or clarifications.
Hanover Hospital reserves the right to accept or reject any 
or all bids and to select the bid determined to be in the best 
interest of  the Hospital.
Hanover Hospital
Lincoln Center Health Clinic Remodel
405 N 4th Street
Marysville, KS 66508

PUBLIC NOTICE
First published in the Washington County News on October 8, 2026; Last published 

October 22, 2026.

NOTICE OF CLOSING OF VOTER REGISTRATION

 

In compliance with the provisions of  K.S.A. 25-2311(c) notice 
is hereby given that on the 13th day of  October 2026, all reg-
istration books for the general election will close at the end 
of  regular business hours.  Registration books will remain 
closed until the end of  business hours on the 3rd day of  No-
vember 2026.

Voter registration closes 21 days before any election. In order 
to be eligible to vote in the general election, your application 
must be postmarked on or before that date.  You may obtain a 
voter registration application at the following locations:

County Clerk’s Office, 214 C St., Washington
All City Clerks offices

To register to vote, you must be a U.S. citizen and a resident 
of  the State of  Kansas and have reached the age of  18 years 
before the next election.

On June 18th, 2022, Judge Robinson issued a ruling that 
proof  of  citizenship is no longer required to register to vote. 
Photo ID is still required to vote.

Witness my hand and the seal of  my office on this 2nd day of  
October 2026.

(Seal)

Diana L Svanda
Washington County Clerk/Election Officer

PUBLIC NOTICE
Published in the Washington County News on October 8, 2026

Ag expert urges safety when 
driving off-road vehiclesK-State Extension news 

service

 September is the best 
time to give cool-season 
grasses a boost in Kan-
sas, but with triple-digit 
temperatures hammer-
ing many parts of the 
state recently, it might 
be a good idea to hold 
off just a little bit.

Kansas State Univer-
sity horticulture expert 
Matt McKernan says 
you can still over-seed 
cool-season grasses 
such as tall fescue and 
Kentucky bluegrass in 
early September, but 
it’s going to hit your 
pocketbook a little 
harder.

“If it remains really 
hot, you may be water-
ing three times a day 
to keep newly-planted 
seeds moist,” McK-
ernan said. “You may 
want to wait until this 
current hot spell ends 
before putting your 
seed down and starting 
your watering because 
it will not only save on 
your water bill, but also 
be easier to keep the 
soil moist.”

This year, that may 
mean that the middle 
to late part of Septem-
ber is a better time for 
homeowners to think 
about thickening up 
their home’s lawn.

“To maximize the 
success of new grass 
seed establishment, it is 
important to put in the 
preparation necessary 
for success,” McKernan 
said.

Those steps include:
Fertilize the lawn
“September is the 

ideal month to fertilize 
cool season lawns, and 
fertilizers are often best 
applied at or before the 
time of planting,” McK-
ernan said. “For lawns 
that are not frequently 
fertilized, a starter fer-
tilizer may be benefi-
cial. Starter fertilizers 
are higher in phospho-
rus, which will give the 
seed a greater chance of 
getting started quickly.”

“Follow the directions 
on the bag to know how 
much fertilizer to put 
down.”

Prepare the soil
“Seeds need good 

contact with the soil in 
order to access mois-
ture and improve ger-
mination,” McKernan 
said. “This is especially 
important when weath-
er conditions are hot 
and dry.”

While breaking up 
the soil crust is critical, 
seeds only need to be 
planted 1/8 to 1/4 inch 
deep for good soil-to-
seed contact. McKer-
nan said homeowners 
can use a hand rake to 
roughen up soil in small 
areas. For larger areas, 
he suggests either a ver-
ticutter machine or core 
aerator.

“A verticutter ma-
chine has solid vertical 
blades that can be set to 
cut furrows in the soil,” 
he said. “A slit seeder is 
a verticutter machine 
with a seed hopper add-
ed so the soil prep and 
seeding operation are 
combined.”

By contrast, a core 
aerator literally punch-
es holes in the soil, 
depositing the cores 
on the surface of the 
ground.

“Each core aeration 
hole produces an ex-
cellent environment 
for seed germination 
and growth, while also 
helping to improve soil 
health” McKernan said. 
“Make 3-4 passes with 
the core aerator to en-
sure holes are spaced 
approximately 3 inches 
apart before seeding.”

A core aerator also 
reduces the amount of 
water needed to germi-
nate the seed. Aeration 
increases the water in-
filtration rate, decreas-
es compaction and in-
creases the amount of 
oxygen in the soil.

Apply proper seeding 
rates

For new tall fes-
cue lawns, McKernan 
suggests applying 6-8 
pounds of grass seed 
per 1,000 square feet. 
Apply three pounds of 
seed per 1,000 square 
feet when planting 
Kentucky bluegrass, 
which is a smaller seed. 
“You’re actually putting 
down more seed per 
square foot with Ken-
tucky bluegrass,” McK-
ernan said, “but you 
need that extra seed 
in order to get a good 
stand.”

If your law is thin, 
but still has some es-
tablished grass, McK-
ernan suggests cutting 
these seeding rates in 
half. “When overseed-
ing a lawn, we lower the 
seeding rate to account 
for the turfgrass that is 
already growing in the 
lawn. This helps to pre-
vent overcrowding our 
turfgrass” he said.

Using too much seed 
results in a lawn more 
prone to disease and 
damage from stress. 
Using too little seed 
may result in clumpy 
turf that is not as visu-
ally pleasing. Calculate 
the yard’s square foot-
age to determine the 
appropriate amount of 
seed to apply.

Keep the soil moist
McKernan suggests 

watering newly planted 
areas lightly, but often. 
“Keep the soil surface 
constantly moist, but 
not water-logged,” he 
said. “It’s critical that 
grass seed be kept moist 
in order to germinate, 
and that newly germi-
nated seedlings aren’t 
allowed to dry out until 
they establish a more 
robust root system.”

“During hot days, a 
new lawn may need to 
be watered two to three 
times a day. If watered 
less, germination may 
be slowed or seedlings 
may wither and die” 
McKernan added. “As 
temperatures cool, the 
soil moisture will last 
longer in between wa-
terings, requiring wa-
tering only every couple 
days.”

As grass plants come 
up, gradually decrease 
watering to once a week 
if there is no rain.

“Let the plants tell 
you when to water,” 
McKernan said. “If 
you push the blades 
down and they don’t 
spring back up quickly, 
the lawn needs water. 
Once seeds sprout, try 
to minimize foot traffic 
that seeded areas re-
ceive until the seedlings 
are a little more devel-
oped and ready to be 
mowed. Begin mowing 
once seedlings reach 
3-4 inches tall.”

McKernan and his 
colleagues in K-State’s 
Department of Hor-
ticulture and Natural 
Resources produce a 
weekly Horticulture 
Newsletter with tips 
for maintaining home 
landscapes and gar-
dens.

Interested persons 
can subscribe to the free 
newsletter, as well as 
send their garden and 
yard-related questions 
by email to hortsup-
port@ksu.edu, or con-
tact your local K-State 
Extension office.

K-State Extension 
news service

Tawnie Larson, the 
program manager for 
the Kansas Agricul-
ture Safety and Health 
program at Kansas 
State University, said 
All-Terrain Vehicles, 
or ATVs, and Utility 
Task Vehicles, UTVs, 
are “essential tools on 
farms and ranches.”

 “But they also pose 
significant risks if not 
used properly,” Larson 
said.

 She notes that Ag 
Injury News, a data-
base that compiles 
agriculture-related 
incidents from public 
news sources, reports 
that over the last sev-
eral years in Kansas, 
at least 10 people have 
died in ATV and UTV 
crashes.

 The majority of fa-
talities in the Sunflow-
er State involve men 
between the ages of 55 
and 83 using ATVs for 
work. Some fatalities 
have involved passen-
gers during recreation-
al use.

Nationally, Purdue 
University reports that 
more than 101,000 
people are treated an-
nually for ATV or UTV 
injuries, and approx-
imately 10,000 are 
hospitalized each year. 
More than 600 people 
die each year as a re-
sult of an ATV or UTV 
accident.

“UTVs are gener-
ally considered more 
safe than ATVs due to 
their design,” Larson 
said. “UTVs include 
roll bars, seat belts and 
speed governors. UTVs 
are larger, heavier and 
typically operate at 
lower speeds, making 
them ideal for farm 
work, such as trans-
porting tools, feed and 
even calves.”

Larson shared some 
safety measures for 
UTVs:

• Never allow human 
passengers to ride in 
the cargo area.

• Always wear seat-
belts.

• Plan routes careful-
ly, avoiding obstacles, 
washouts and rocks.

• Stay within the rec-
ommended speed lim-
its and operate with 
caution.

ATVs are often used 
for recreation, as well 
as agricultural work, 
including checking 
livestock and spray-
ing weeds. Larson said 
they are more often in-
volved in crashes com-
pared to UTVs; most 
fatalities on ATVs are 
linked to excessive 
speed and inattentive 
driving.

She notes that com-
mon ATV hazards in-
clude underage opera-
tors, extra passengers 
(ATVs are usually de-
signed for a single rid-
er), rough terrain, and 
roadway collisions.

Safety measures for 
ATVs include:

• Wear protec-
tive gear, including a 
helmet, eye protection, 
long sleeves and pants, 
and proper footwear 
(boots, not sandals or 
flip-flops).

• Follow age 

guidelines. The min-
imum age to operate 
an ATV on public land 
and roads in Kansas 
is 16. “Remember that 
not all children have 
the strength, skill or 
judgment needed to 
operate an ATV,” Lar-
son said.

 Larson also suggests 
that parents, grand-
parents and other 
guardians require chil-
dren to take a training 
class to learn proper 
handling techniques; 
and to understand 
how shifting weight 
forward or backward is 
helpful in certain con-
ditions.

In Kansas, K-State 
Extension regularly 
offers classes for coun-
ty agents to become 
Certified ATV Rider 
Safety instructors. The 
program trains indi-
viduals to bring safety 
education to Kansas 
communities.

More information 
is available online at 
https://atvsafety.org, 
or by contacting Lar-
son by email, tawnie@
ksu.edu, or phone, 
785-532-2976.

 

By Jordan Schuette, 
Adult Development & 
Aging
River Valley Extension 
District
Kansas State 
University

Falls can happen at 
any time during the year 
for older adults, age 65 
and older. However, 
winter weather tends to 
make falling during the 
winter months more 
prevalent. These falls, 
unfortunately, can be-
come serious. Accord-
ing to the CDC, these 
are some simple steps 
you can take to help 
prevent falling.  

• Check Your Eyes. 
Schedule an appoint-
ment to have your eyes 
checked. It is import-
ant to have your eyes 
checked annually and 
update your eyewear if 
the prescription chang-
es.

• Exercise. Specifi-
cally focus on exercises 
that improve balance 
and strengthen your 
legs.

• Home Modifica-

tions. Increase the safe-
ty in your home with 
some home modifica-
tions such as: 

Installing grab bars 
in your bathroom (e.g. 
next to the toilet and 
inside or outside of the 
shower/tub).

Utilize non-slip mats 
in the bathroom (e.g. 
shower floor or bath-
tub).

Do you have enough 
light in your home? 
Assess the amount 
of light in your home 
and increase it by add-
ing lights or utilizing 
brighter bulbs.

Remove items that 
you could trip over 
Install railings along 
staircases.

Store commonly used 
items in easy to reach 
places, so you can avoid 
using a step stool.

• Schedule a Doctor’s 
Appointment. Ask your 
physician to assess your 
risk of falling and how 
you may address your 
risk.

Review your medica-
tions (both prescription 
and over-the -count-

er) with your physician 
since some medication 
side effects can cause 
dizziness or sleepiness. 

If you have any ques-
tions reach out to Jor-
dan Schuette, Agent, at 
785-325-2121. 

Tips for preventing falls

Your neighbors might 
know your business.

But we can help 
 the surrounding 
neighbors know 

your business too!

We have subscribers
 in all the adjacent 

counties and across 
the nation! Don’t 
assume everyone 

knows your business.

ADVERTISE
your business!

Email 
Jen@bluevalley.net

https://atvsafety.org
www.ksu.edu
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