
During National Con-
sumer Protection Week
(March 1–7, 2026), Insur-
ance Commissioner Vicki
Schmidt encourages
Kansans to learn how to
spot scams, protect your-
self with trusted re-
sources, and take action
against fraud. 

As Kansas’s insurance
and securities regulator,
the Kansas Department of
Insurance (KDOI) plays a
frontline role in consumer
and investor protection. 

“There are so many
scams out there actively
looking for ways to get at
your pocketbook,” said
Commissioner Vicki
Schmidt. “You can best
protect yourself by mak-
ing sure you know what
to look out for.” 

Consumer resources
and tips to protect your-
self:

•Be cautious of unso-
licited investment offers,
particularly those involv-
ing cryptocurrency or
other digital assets.

•Use Broker Check to
help research the profes-
sional backgrounds of
brokers and brokerage
firms, as well as invest-
ment adviser firms and
advisers.

•Check the Scam
Meter tool to tell if an in-

vestment you’re consider-
ing might be a scam. 

•Grow your knowledge
with investing courses to
help those just starting
out or even the most sea-
soned investors.

•Review insurance
shoppers’ guides for auto,
home and renters, health
and life insurance, and
Medicare.

•Report fraud or file a
consumer complaint to
the KDOI by phone at
785-296-3071, by email
a t
KDOI.complaints@ks.go
v, or visit https://www.in-
surance.kansas.gov/about
/file-a-complaint. 

In 2025, the KDOI
helped stop $4.97 million

of fraud through the Pro-
tect Vulnerable Adults
from Financial Exploita-
tion Act. 

In addition to fighting
fraud, the Department
helps consumers recover
the full value of their in-
surance. In 2025, KDOI
recovered $60.6 million
for Kansans in need of
support during their in-
surance claims process
and over $206.6 million
for Kansas consumers
since 2019.

For additional re-
sources, visit us at
https://www.insurance.ka
nsas.gov/ and
h t t p s : / /www. sma r t i n -
vestks.gov/home-smartin-
vest.

RECORD OF THE
PROCEEDINGS OF THE
GOVERNING BODY 3
FEBRUARY 2026

The Governing Body of
the City of WaKeeney,
Kansas met in a regular ses-
sion at City Hall 408 Rus-
sell Ave at 6:15 PM with
the mayor presiding and the
following members present:

Mayor F. Irene Dirks
and Council Members
Dave Anderson, Courtney
Berning, Brent Deines,
Curtis Flax, and Shane
Pfeifer

BEING ABSENT: None
The minutes of the pre-

vious meeting was ap-
proved as written, printed,
and distributed.

GUESTS:  Travis
Phillips, Monique Phillips,
Lynelle Shubert, and John
Shubert

CHIEF OF POLICE:
Travis Phillips presented
his monthly departmental
report.  Chief T fielded
questions about the com-
puter upgrades for the de-
partment and will get

answers back for the next
meeting. Used KHP patrol
pickup will be delivered
soon

CITY ADMINISTRA-
TOR:  Hardy Howard pre-
sented a report from the
Patterson Foundation on
four areas that make rural
communities thrive and
grow more than others.  The
four key areas involve Edu-
cation, Health Care, Eco-
nomic Opportunity, and
Community Engagement. 

Winter cold mix,
crushed alley aggregate and
the F-14 restoration were
discussed.

At this time an ordi-
nance making appropriation
for the payment of claims
for the month of January
2026 was read, whereupon,
Brent Dienes motioned to
approve claims in the

amount of $313,951.85
Shane Pfeifer seconded.
Motion carried. Warrant no
warrants were reviewed
prior to approval.

MAYOR: Irene Dirks
discussed community serv-
ice program tax credit for
Kelly Plaza funding. 

In old city busi-
ness, a motion was made by
Curtis Flax and seconded
by Courtney Berning to ap-
prove a $5,000 allocation
for the Heartland Commu-
nity Foundation match
month. Motion carried. 

In other city business,
Casey’s truck traffic and the
dog park at Eisenhower
Park were discussed.

No further business ap-
pearing, the meeting was
adjourned.

APPROVED: 
ATTEST: 
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SHOP HERE,
SUPPORT YOUR
LOCALS! SHOP
SMALL,  SHOP
YOUR HOME-

TOWN!
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WaKeeney City Council
WaKeeney City Council meets the 1st & 3rd Tuesdays of each
month, 6:15 p.m. at WaKeeney City Hall - Council Chambers

Meetings are also live streamed on the City of WaKeeney Facebook page

Know your
EElleecctteedd OOffffiicciiaallss

The following officials are locally-elected representatives for 
WaKeeney City Council, Collyer City Council, USD #208 School
Board, Trego County elected positions, and State & US officials

Irene Dirks
Mayor

Term to 2028

    

    
    

     

Courtney Berning
Council member

Term to 2030

David Anderson
Council member

Term to 2030

Brent Deines
Council member

Term to 2030

Shane Pfeifer
Council member

Term to 2028

Curtis Flax
Council member

Term to 2028

Ashley Conness
board member
Term to 2030

Seth Albers
Vice president

Term to 2030

Unfilled
unexpired 2-yr term

Term to 2028

Carey Fose
board member
Term to 2030

Becky Windholz
board member
Term to 2028

USD 208 Board of Education
USD 208 BOE meets the 2nd Monday of each month, 
5:30 p.m. at Trego Grade School Conference Room

Kurtis Brock
Chairman, Dist. 1

Term to 2027

Jerry White
Commissioner, Dist. 2 

Term to 2029

Jared Hager
Commissioner, Dist. 3

Term to 2029

Lori Augustine
Clerk

Term to 2029

Renee Neff
Treasurer

Term to 2029
Edward 

Pritchard
Sheriff

Term to 2029

Larry Walt
Mayor

Term to 2028

Collyer City
Collyer City Council meets the 1st Thursday 
of each month, 7:30 p.m. at the City Building

Jeff Knop
Council member

Term to 2030

Lane Keith
Council member

Term to 2030

Robert Hardman
Council member

Term to 2028

Jennifer Ricker
Council member

Term to 2028

Adam Schneider
Council member

Term to 2030

Jim Minnix
Dist. 118 Represent.

Email:        Jim.Minnix
@house.ks.gov

KS House of Rep.
Rick Billinger

Dist. 40
Email    rick.billinger

@senate.ks.gov

KS Senate

Jerry Moran
Senator

Hays: 785-628-6401

US Senate

Dr. Roger Marshall
Senator

Salina: 785-829-9000

Tracey Mann
US House, KS-1

Dodge City office: 
620-682-7340

US House of Rep.

Trego County Officials

Trego County Commission
Trego County Commission meets every Tuesday 

and the last day of each month, 5:00 p.m. 
at the Trego Co. Courthouse - Commission Room, WaKeeney

Clayton Wilson
President

Term to 2028 Eric
Kinderknecht
board member
Term to 2028

Adam Wilson
Appraiser
Apointed

Abraham 
Pfannenstiel

Attorney
Term to 2029

Brenda Brock
Register of Deeds

Term to 2029

Tiffany Gillespie
Clerk of Dist Court

Appointed

Richard Flax
Dist. Magistrate Judge

Term to 2029

Voters in
Trego Co.

US House Kansas District 1
Senate District 40

House of Representatives 
District 118
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205 N. Main, WaKeeney | 785.743.2155

Honoring Our Past While
Preparing For Our Future

CITY OF WAKEENEY COUNCIL MEETING

Your First & Foremost
Local Advertising
Solution

Here’s
why local
newspaper
advertising
pays:
It’s Flexible.
With a variety of ad shapes and
sizes, niche section advertising
and campaign opportunities,
choose from time-sensitive
options to meet your goals and
budget with fast turnaround.

It’s Trusted.
Newspapers still rank highest
among all  media for consumer
engagement and trust, and can
help build your brand’s image.

It’s Cost-Effective.
Newspaper advertising reaches
a large number of potential
consumers at a comparatively
low price. 

It Has Staying Power.
A print newspaper ad doesn’t
disappear, meaning your
audience will see it when they
have time to focus and read
through the newspaper.

It Reaches the
Right Audience.
Newspapers reach an affluent
and engaged local audience
actively seeking out community
news, information and
resources.

It Gets Results.
Newspaper ads increase
marketing ROI by three times
on average, according to a
study from Newsworks. The
study also found that
combining print with other
media campaigns increases
their effectiveness: Newspaper
advertising made digital
campaigns four times more
effective and television
campaigns twice as effective.

Upcoming Promotions
& Special Mailings:

Patriot Packs, runs
Independence Day, Labor Day,
Patriot’s Day (9/11), Veteran’s
Day, Pearl Harbor Day,
Memorial Day and MORE!
Trego County Fair promotions
& Full Area Saturation
Back to School Specials,
including enrollment
information, school calendar
and TCHS Eagle School Pages.
Election 2025
85th Christmas City events
Thanksgiving, Christmas &
New Year Holidays and MORE!

The in-person shopping experience is back, and support
for local businesses has never been higher. With targeted
marketing opportunities in the preferred media source for
trustworthy and reliable information and advertising, we’re
here to help you successfully connect with the area
consumers seeking your products and services. 

Let us help you promote your
unique offerings and valuable
role in the community.

Call 785-743-2155 or email
westernkansasworld@yahoo.com
today to get started!

Western Kansas World
Official Newspaper of Trego County

Printing & Job Works  -  Office & Paper Supplies
205 N. Main Street, WaKeeney, Kansas   67672
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Protect Yourself from Fraud WE’RE COUNTING DOWN
TO SUNSHINE WEEK!

WWee cchhaammppiioonn OOppeenn RReeccoorrddss 
aanndd OOppeenn GGoovveerrnnmmeenntt 

iinn oouurr ccoommmmuunniittyy..
Celebrate 

Sunshine Week 
with the Ellis Review!World!


